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September 6, 2020 Help them come back 

It’s one of the ugliest images in Scripture. In one of his letters Peter uses the graphic 
image of a dog’s returning to his vomit or a recently washed sow returning to her mud. 

What he was writing about, of course, was a believer who wanders away from God. If 
we’re honest, we must admit that it isn’t a particularly difficult thing to do, because 
this world is often so alluring. Sometimes we’re mesmerized by its glitz and glamor, 
finally waking up only to realize we’re miles away from God. 

Have you ever wandered? In adolescence, perhaps? Or maybe in college or at another 
particularly difficult point in your life? 

I hope you’re back. If you are, I’m glad you came home. 

But not everyone has. Not yet. So James closes his letter with a short encouragement 
for us to do whatever we can do for these folks. 

My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him 
back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his 
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins (James 5:19-20). 

You may not be a preacher or particularly gifted orator, and you probably don’t serve 
God in any kind of “official” sense, but I’m going to ask you to do a three simple things 
this week. 

One, make a list of five believers you know who have wandered away from God. Per-
haps it’s a family member, former co-worker, a neighbor, somebody who used to 
attend our church. You could probably come up with a hundred, but just do five. 

Two, pray for every name on that list. Pray that God’s Spirit would work in their hearts 
and move them to repentance. Ask him to orchestrate the events of their lives so that 
they see the path they’re on will end in destruction. Ask him to open a door for you to 
be able to speak an encouraging word. 

Three, take one step—just one—to let God use you to work in their lives. It might be 
something as simple as a “How’s it going?” text or email. It could be a phone call or an 
encouraging note or a Facebook post. But do something. 

We undersell ourselves, I think. We assume all the serious spiritual work will be done 
by the ones who stand in our pulpits or serve as our shepherds. 

If I understand James correctly, though, he’s saying that just an “average” every-day 
believer can have an enormous effect on someone’s soul. It’s incredible to think that 
you and I can “save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins,” isn’t it? 

So today—make a list, say a prayer, initiate contact, and see what God might do. 

—Chuck 

 



Today 
 

Shawna Brown’s children’s Zoom 
classes are today—two-four-year-olds 
will meet from 3:00-3:30pm, and the 
kindergarten-fifth grades will meet 
from 3:30-4:00pm.  
  
Don’t forget about KidSing today at  
4:30pm with Kyle Wadley! 
 
Our Sunday evening class will begin 
at 5:00pm. You can watch this on the 
Hoover website or YouTube channel. 
 
The office will be closed tomorrow, 
September 7, to observe Labor Day. 

  

 
Family News & Events 

 
Congratulations to Wes, Pam, and 
Miles Blankenship! Maralise Kate 
Blankenship was born Wednesday 
morning at 8:42; she weighs 7 lbs. 2 
oz. and is 19 in. long. Mom and baby 
are doing great! 
 
We are so thankful to Jesus for giving 
Janet Hamm the courage to ask for 
prayers. Please remember her and her 
family daily. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sun-
day, September 27, from 3:00-
4:30pm. The food items that are 
needed this month are Baked Beans 
and Oats. 

 
 

Luke 12:6-7 
 
“Are not five sparrows sold for two 
pennies? And not one of them is for-
gotten before God. Why, even the 
hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Fear not; you are of more value than 
many sparrows.”  

The Good News  
God cares for his entire creation. Eve-
ry hair on your head is precious in the 
sight of God. He will never forsake 
you. 
—Morin Bishop, Woman’s Day  
 

 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

Elder to Contact in September  
for Needs: Carl Logan 

 
8:00am Service: 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Alex Roberts 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Joel Abbott 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Jonathan Weimer 
Elder’s Words: Carl Logan 
Closing Prayer: Josh Shelton 
  

10:00am Service: 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Donnie Winningham 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Jason McKeown 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Merv Prince 
Elder’s Words: Harold Rhodes 
Closing Prayer: Steven Kitchens 

 
 
 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 36 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of Cov-
enant. This is pages 219-224 of the One 
Word devotional book.  
Sunday, September 6: John 12:1-26;  
2 Chronicles 14-15; Psalm 77  
Monday, September 7: John 12:27-50; 
2 Chronicles 16-17; Psalm 78:1-20  
Tuesday, September 8: John 13:1-20;  
2 Chronicles 18; Psalm 78:21-37  
Wednesday, September 9:  
John 13:21-38; 2 Chronicles 19; Psalm 
78:38-55  
Thursday, September 10: John 14:1-14; 
2 Chronicles 20:1-37; 21:1;  
Psalm 78:56-72  
Friday, September 11: John 14:15-31;  
2 Chronicles 21:2-20; 22:1-12; Psalm 79  
Saturday, September 12: John 15:1-27; 
16:1-4; 2 Chronicles 23; Psalm 80 
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New Classes 
 

New Classes beginning Wednesday, 
September 9: As our Summer Series has 
ended, we have been working on our 
plans for our Wednesdays in the future. 
Beginning Wednesday at 6:30 (please 
note the time change), we are going to 
have two classes at church: (1) Chuck 
Webster will teach a class in the audito-
rium called, “The Wonderful Promises of 
God.” (2) Darrell Powell will teach a class 
in the senior high youth room for young 
people in grades 6-12. We are working 
on plans to add Wednesday night chil-
dren’s classes as well and hope to do 
that in the next few weeks. Please watch 
your emails carefully, and we will let you 
know the details soon. Two additional 
notes: (1) Our auditorium class will be 
live-streamed, so you can continue 
watching from home if you feel unsafe 
attending the assembly. (2) Please note 
the time change to 6:30—we are going 
to do that on a trial basis to see how 
well it fits the needs of our congrega-
tion. Thank you so much for your sup-
port and patience during these uncer-
tain times. We pray that God will contin-
ue to bless us as we seek him. 

 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Paul & Karen Kirby       September 7 
Stephen & Jennifer King    September 12 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Margaret Moore       September 7 
Rex Anderson        September 8 
Warren Collins        September 8 
Connor Church        September 9 
Harper Yeilding        September 9 
Kingston Washington      September12 
 
 
 
 



Truth at 55 MPH 
 
These statements were seen on church 
signs: 
• The best vitamin for a Christian is 

B1. 

• Under the same management for 
over 2000 years. 

• Soul food served here. 
• Don’t wait for the hearse to take 

you to church. 
• Life has many choices. Eternity has 

two. What’s yours? 
• Worry is interest paid on trouble 

before it is due. 

• Preach the gospel at all times. Use 
words if necessary. 

• Prevent truth decay. Brush up on 
your Bible. 

• It’s hard to stumble when you’re 
down on your knees. 

• What part of “Thou Shalt Not” 
don’t you understand? 

• A clear conscience makes a soft pil-
low. 

• The wages of sin is death. Repent 
before payday. 

• Never give the devil a ride; he will 
always want to drive. 

• Can’t sleep? Try counting your 
blessings. 

• Forbidden fruit creates many jams. 
• Christians, keep the faith—but not 

for others! 

• Satan subtracts and divides. 
• God adds and multiplies. 

• If you don’t want to reap the fruits 
of sin, stay out of the devil’s or-
chard. 

• To belittle is to be little.  
—House to House Heart to Heart 
 
 
 

Proverbs 2:10 
 

“For wisdom will come into your heart, 
and knowledge will be pleasant  

to your soul.” 
 

Attendance and Offering 
August 30, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Worship: 8:00am: 68 
Worship: 10:00am: 133 
 
Contribution: $14,028.51 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $14,794.91 
Contribution to Date: $517,821.76 

 
 
  

                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

• Peru 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:14 
 

“To this he called you through our gos-
pel, so that you may obtain the glory of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

  Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins:  Jeff Nabors, Row-
ena English, Joyce Baker, Lynne Nichols, Lin-
da Garnett, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Dick Smith, 
Clara Thomas, Celeste Till, Virgie Banks, Syl-
via Huffman, and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Denise 
Hillis (Melody Warbington’s sister), Brian 
Shaw (Tiffany Roberts’ friend), Donna Wim-
berly (Lajuana Logan’s sister-in-law), and Dr. 
Lynn Simons (Lajuana Logan’s friend).  
 
Sarah Washington and her family need our 
prayers. Sarah’s son, Carl Bell, Jr., fell and 
fractured his ankle, and as a result of this, 
had to have surgery Thursday morning. Her 
cousin, Lasean Knox, went missing on Tues-
day and was found deceased the same day in 
the Cleveland Ohio Reservoir. Sarah had an 
MRI on her wrist this past Thursday to deter-
mine the cause of her ongoing pain and 
swelling.  
 
Geraldine Washington will have an MUA 
manipulation on Tuesday, September 8, to 
straighten her leg. 
 
Diana Warren, Daniel Warren’s mother, has 
COVID-19 and is in ICU at Shelby Baptist Hos-
pital. She has also developed pneumonia 
from the virus. Please pray for her healing. 
 
Dennis, Doyal Newsom’s brother, has con-
tracted the coronavirus. At this time, he is 
able to be at home to recover. Please pray 
for his health. 
 
Merv Prince will be meeting with another 
cardiologist soon to determine how best to 
treat the problem with his heart valve. Please 
pray that God will give him wisdom in making 
the best decision. 
 
Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s mother, 
has a mass in her left lung that has impacted 
her vocal cords. She was not able to have the 
biopsy last week due to high blood pressure. 
Please pray for her wellness and comfort. 
 
Gail Powell is in a waiting period before they 
rescan. Please pray for patience during this 
time and a clean scan once it is completed. 
 
Pervy Tanksley, the father of one of Joel Ab-
bott’s medical assistants, has established 
care with doctors in the Mobile area. He 
needs a heart valve replacement followed by 
more bladder surgery for the bladder cancer. 
Please continue to pray for him.  
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Place  

Postage  

A Covenant Relationship With God 
(Deuteronomy 29:9-15) 

 

This covenant is __________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This covenant is __________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This covenant points to ____________________________ 

Online Class Sunday Evening 

Our online class will be aired each Sunday at 5:00 on our 
website and YouTube channel. Different men in our con-
gregation will discuss and reflect on the word of the week 
from our One Word devotional readings. 
 
Join us at 5:00 this evening as Harold Rhodes and Eddie 
Sankey talk about what Inspiration means to them and 
how it can make a more significant difference in your life. 
We believe that you’ll find this discussion helpful to you. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


