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Schedule of Services 
 

 Sunday 
  9:00 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 5:00 p.m. Worship 

 
 Wednesday 

 7:00 p.m. Bible Class 
 
 

ELDERS 
Carl Logan   979-9874 
Jimmy Lyles    664-8160 
Joe Thomas    823-0299 
Paul Williams, Jr.   408-7234 
Harold Rhodes  876-9296 

 
 

MINISTER 
Chuck Webster  

(205) 586-5610 (cell) 
cwebster@hoovercoc.org 

 
 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Kyle Wadley 

(205) 792-5922 (cell) 
kwadley@hoovercoc.org 

 
 

YOUTH & FAMILY  
MINISTER 

Darrell Powell 
(205) 480-9773 (cell) 

dpowell@hoovercoc.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

August 30, 2020 Prayer works 
Maybe you’ve occasionally wondered if there’s any point to prayer. Does it work? Is 
God listening? Does he even care? 

Whenever I start doubting, I go back and reread James. Here are a few translations of 
the end of James 5:16: 

 The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working (ESV). 

The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much (NKJV). 

The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much (NASB). 

The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective (NRSV). 

The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective (TNIV). 

James apparently thought prayer worked, and you and I ought to believe him. He goes 
on to give an example: 

Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, 
and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, 
and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit (James 5:17-18). 

We might be tempted to think that well, of course, God answered prayer back then, 
but we live in a different age, a more hands-off age. 

But that reasoning doesn’t work. There’s absolutely nothing in the Bible that suggests 
God ever stopped hearing and answering our prayers. 

Do you believe that? 

Sometimes it might seem like he’s not answering, and that might point to a couple of 
things. 

It could be that he’s not answering us because we’re not righteous, that is, we’re not 
living in his will. Peter once wrote that a man who’s not treating his wife well is going 
to offer unanswered prayers (1 Pet 3:7). 

It could also be that what we’re asking isn’t according to his will; if so, we wouldn’t 
want him to answer it our way anyway. I’ve begged him for things that I later realized I 
didn’t need. I didn’t know it at the time, but I’m glad he said no. 

And it could be that he’s already in the process of answering our prayers, but he’s do-
ing it according to his own timetable. Sometimes we get impatient with his “delays,” 
but we should probably remember that he exists outside of time. He knows the end 
from the beginning, and some things just don’t need to happen right now. 

But does he answer? 

Absolutely. The prayer of a child of God who pours out her heart to him is powerful 
and effective. 

Believe that, and then pray accordingly. —Chuck 

 



Today 
 

The Bridal Shower for Alana Lamar 
and Josh Purdy is today in the Fellow-
ship Hall from 2:30-3:30pm. Alana is 
registered at Walmart and Amazon.  
 
The Food Pantry will be open today 
from 3:00-4:30pm. We appreciate the 
support of our congregation in feed-
ing our community. No volunteers are 
needed at this time.  
 
Shawna Brown’s children’s Zoom 
classes meet on Sunday—two-four-
year-olds will meet from 3:00-3:30pm, 
and the kindergarten-fifth grades will 
meet from 3:30-4:00pm.  
  
Don’t forget about KidSing today at  
4:30pm with Kyle Wadley! 
 
Our Sunday evening class will begin 
at 5:00pm. You can watch this on the 
Hoover website or YouTube channel.  

 
 

Family News & Events 
 

Please welcome Allen and Deebe Tay-
lor to the Hoover family; they placed 
membership with us on Sunday, Au-
gust 23, and we are blessed to have 
them with us. Their address is 2417 
Walking Fern Lane, Hoover 25244, 
and their phone is (256) 830-8984. 
 
Ladies, please remember to complete 
the online surveys for The Tuesday 
Morning Ladies’ Bible Class and The 
Quarterly Ladies’ Newsletter. The 
links are below:  
Bible Class 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/7YKVNJ7  
Newsletter 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
LZ6FKKH 

 
 

“Many are the afflictions of the right-
eous, but the LORD delivers him out 

of them all” (Psalm 34:19). 

 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

Elder to Contact in August for Needs: 
Harold Rhodes 

 
8:00am Service: 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Daniel Warren 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Norman Rutland 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Eddie Sankey 
Elder’s Words: Jimmy Lyles 
Closing Prayer: Jonathan Weimer 
  

10:00am Service: 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Walden Schlundt 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Torrey Clark 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Rick Williams 
Elder’s Words: Harold Rhodes 
Closing Prayer: Paul Kirby 

 
 
 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 35 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of Inspi-
ration. This is pages 213-218 of the One 
Word devotional book. 
 
Sunday, August 30: John 8:48-59;  
2 Chronicles 5:2-14; Malachi 2:10-16 
  
Monday, August 31: John 9:1-23;   
2 Chronicles 6; Malachi 2:17-3:18 
  
Tuesday, September 1: John 9:24-41; 
2 Chronicles 7; Malachi 4 
  
Wednesday, September 2:  
John 10:1-21; 2 Chronicles 8; Psalm 73 
 
Thursday, September 3: John 10:22-42;  
2 Chronicles 9; Psalm 74 
 
Friday, September 4: John 11:1-27;  
2 Chronicles 10-11; Psalm 75 
 
Saturday, September 5: John 11:28-57;  
2 Chronicles 12-13; Psalm 76 
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Youth 
 
Don’t forget the Bible Studies on 
Zoom—girls on Tuesdays at 11:00am 
and boys on Thursdays at 10:30am. 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Bridget Johnson              August 31 
Kristen Dees         September 1 
Bill Powell         September 3 
Peyton Judd         September 3 
Luke Percer         September 4 
Sherry Stevens         September 5 
 

Children in Church 
(Humor) 

 
A little boy was overheard praying: 
“Lord, if you can’t make me a better boy, 
don’t worry about it, I’m having a real 
good time like I am.”  
 
Jason sobbed in the back seat all the 
way home. His father asked him three 
times what was wrong. Finally, he re-
plied, “That preacher said he wanted us 
brought up in Christian home, and I 
wanted to stay with you guys.”  
 
A mother was preparing pancakes for 
her sons, Kevin, 5, and Ryan, 3. They be-
gan to argue over who got the first pan-
cake. Their mother saw the opportunity 
for a moral lesson. “If Jesus were sitting 
here. He would say, ‘Let my brother 
have the first pancake. I can wait.’” Kev-
in turned to his younger brother and 
said, “Ryan, you play the part of Jesus!”  
 
A father was at the beach with his chil-
dren when his four-year-old son ran up 
to him, grabbed his hand, and led him to 
the shore where a seagull lay dead in the 
sand, “Daddy, what happened to him?” 
the boy asked. “He died and went to 
heaven,” verified the Dad. The boy 
thought a moment and then said, “Did 
God throw him back down?”  
 
A Sunday school teacher asked her chil-
dren as they were on the way to church 
service, “And why is it necessary to be 
quiet in church?” One bright girl replied. 
“Because people are sleeping.”   

—House to House Heart to Heart 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7YKVNJ7
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7YKVNJ7
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LZ6FKKH
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LZ6FKKH


Nothing More Important Than Love 
 
Jesus left no doubt about the im-
portance of love when He answered the 
question, “Which is the greatest com-
mandment?” He said, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. This is the great and first com-
mandment” (Matthew 22:37-38). I’ve 
heard people argue or complain against 
many of God’s laws and commands, but 
I’ve yet to hear a dispute about the ne-
cessity of love. Could a person expect to 
be saved without following the 
“greatest command”? Certainly not.  
People may not commonly dispute the 
need for love, but they DO often twist 
the idea of real love to fit their own 
purposes. Think about how true love 
changes a man and a woman. Love 
knits lives together joining them in pur-
pose and in destination—in hopes and 
dreams. The deepest form of love can 
link two together to the extent that 
they flow together like water in the 
same stream.  
So, when we proclaim love for God, is it 
more than just words? If our love isn’t 
active, we don’t love at all. Has God’s 
love changed you? Has your love for 
Him changed you? If your life isn’t 
deeply and dramatically different after 
love enters, then the love you think you 
feel may be something else entirely. 
Jesus said. “If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments” (John 14:15). 
Loving God is only genuine when fol-
lowed by submission. If true love re-
quires action, what does true faith re-
quire? James wrote that “faith without 
works is dead” (James 2:14-26). So, do 
we earn salvation? Not by a long shot. 
It’s just that we must accept Christ on 
His terms, not ours. Is there salvation 
without love? Never. Love God and love 
others. These are the two greatest com-
mandments. 

—Darrell 

Attendance and Offering 
August 23, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Worship: 8:00am: 48 
Worship: 10:00am: 155 
 
Contribution: $15,477.10 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $14,817.45 
Contribution to Date: $503,793.25 

 
  

                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 
• Peru 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John 12:48 
 

“The one who rejects me and does not 
receive my words has a judge; the 
word that I have spoken will judge 

him on the last day.”  

  Carelines 
 

Merv Prince will be meeting with another 
cardiologist soon to determine how best to 
treat the problem with his heart valve. Please 
pray that God will give him wisdom in making 
the best decision. 
 
Gail Powell is in a waiting period before they 
rescan. Please pray for patience during this 
time and a clean scan once it is completed. 
 
Sarah Washington is suffering from a swollen 
wrist with cysts on top of her hand. She will 
be seeing her doctor on September 8 to de-
termine further treatment. 
 
Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s mother, 
has a mass in her left lung that has impacted 
her vocal cords. Once a biopsy is complete, 
treatment will be decided. 
 
Pervy Tanksley, the father of one of Joel Ab-
bott’s medical assistants, has established 
care with doctors in the Mobile area. He 
needs a heart valve replacement followed by 
more bladder surgery for the bladder cancer. 
Please continue to pray for him.  
 
Denise Hillis, Melody Warbington’s sister, is 
doing well with the medication for her bone 
cancer. They discovered that the gall bladder 
does not have to be removed—the tender-
ness was likely caused by the bone cancer. 
Please pray that the meds will continue to 
work. 
 
Ruby Washington, Sarah Washington’s 
mother, has been released from the hospital 
and is doing better. 
 
Please pray for the residents of the AHEPA 3 
Apartments. Five people are being treated 
for the coronavirus.  
 
Remember our shut-ins:  Jeff Nabors, Row-
ena English, Joyce Baker, Lynne Nichols, Lin-
da Garnett, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Geraldine 
Washington, Dick Smith, Clara Thomas, Ce-
leste Till, Virgie Banks, Sylvia Huffman, and 
Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Jen 
Bonnett (a friend of Leah Covington’s), Bill & 
Virginia Aultman (Sid Aultman’s parents), 
Brian Shaw (Tiffany Roberts’ friend), Donna 
Wimberly (Lajuana Logan’s sister-in-law), and 
Dr. Lynn Simons (Lajuana Logan’s friend).  
 

“The LORD lift up His countenance on you, 
and give you peace” (Numbers 6:26). 
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Place  

Postage  

Breathed out by God 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 
 
Scripture is the ____________________________ of God. 
 
 
 
Scripture is _____________________________________. 
 
 
 
Scripture is _____________________________________. 
 
 
 
Scripture is _____________________________________. 
 
 
 
Scripture is _____________________________________. 

Online Class Sunday Evening 

Our online class will be aired each Sunday at 5:00 on our 
website and YouTube channel. Different men in our con-
gregation will discuss and reflect on the word of the week 
from our One Word devotional readings. 
 
Join us at 5:00 this evening as Merv Prince and Corey Cov-
ington talk about what Baptism means to them and how it 
can make a more significant difference in your life. We be-
lieve that you’ll find this discussion helpful to you. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


