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June 14, 2020 Close to God 
[This article continues my bulletin article series from James]: 

I can’t imagine what it’ll be like to be in God’s presence, but I’m pretty sure it’ll be the best 
thing about heaven. 

What will it feel like? 

What will he look like? 

What will it be like? 

I want that, but I’m not ready for it yet. People can’t be in the presence of God—not actual-
ly, not yet. We wouldn’t survive it. 

Whenever God revealed himself to people in the Bible—even in some kind of limited way—
he spelled out the things they must do to be ready . . . and not die. 

After the Israelites left Egypt, God met them at Sinai to give them his law, but he couldn’t 
just “come down” and talk to them. He told Moses to consecrate them for two days, let 
them wash their clothes, and be ready the third day. And then he put limits concerning how 
close they could get to the mountain where God would reveal himself. Get too close and 
die. Break through the barrier to try to get a glimpse of God . . . and die. It was a serious 
matter. 

That’s the way it’s always been. We can’t come close to God because of our sins. There 
must be some way to be cleansed in order to enter God’s presence. 

That’s why verses like this one are fascinating: “Draw near to God, and he will draw near to 
you” (James 8). 

Us? Close to God? How? 

Through Jesus, of course. He cleanses us, makes us holy, and grants us access to God. 

Remember the temple’s veil being torn in two pieces during the crucifixion. That veil had 
always symbolized a barrier between sinful people and a holy God. When Jesus died, he 
tore the barrier down. 

But what James puts right after he tells us to draw near to God is interesting: “Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn 
and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble your-
selves before the Lord, and he will exalt you” (James 4:7-10). 

We still don’t come to God flippantly. He’s forgiven us, but that doesn’t mean we stop re-
penting. He’s declared us righteous, but we still remember our sinfulness. 

We’re reminded of that weekly when we come to the Lord’s Table. We don’t deserve to 
commune with Christ, and it’s incredible that he lets us sit and eat and drink with him. 

But as we draw near to him we remember. 

We remember the ways we’ve sinned against him. We remember the times we lost focus 
and said something wrong or did something sinful or thought something impure. 

And so we draw near to God, but not without remembering what it cost to give us that ac-
cess. 

One day, we’ll draw near to him with no barriers at all. No sinful flesh, no broken vessel. 
We’ll bask in his immeasurable holiness and light. —Chuck 

 



Today 
 

Shawna Brown’s classes for children 
have been cancelled for today. 
 
Don’t forget about KidSing today at  
4:30pm! 
 
Our Sunday evening class will be at 
5:00pm, and it can be viewed on our 
website or YouTube channel.  

 
Family News & Events 

 
June Faith in Action Project: We’re 
working with Backpack Buddies this 
year, and it is time to collect items for 
their No Child Hungry program in Bir-
mingham. Denia Petruzella is coordi-
nating this service project, so if you 
have any questions, please reach out 
to her at dpetruzella@aol.com. There 
are two bins in the back lobby that 
you can place your items in.  
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sun-
day, June 28, and the food item that is 
needed this month is Apple Juice.  

 
Words of Gratitude 

Just a note to say thanks so much for 
the hot chocolate mix left at my door. 
Thanks for thinking of me. 
Thanks one and all, 
Betty Taylor 
 
What a nice surprise to open my door 
and find someone had left a package 
with the fixings for hot chocolate. 
Thank you to those who are giving 
their time and effort to show their 
Christian love. 
Nancy Harris 
 
Thank you so much for the gifts you  
got for us and our wives last week. 
You have always been so kind and 
thoughtful to us, but especially during 
these last few months. We’re so 
thankful to be able to serve a congre-
gation like you. May God bless you in 
everyway. 
In Christ, 
Darrell, Kyle, and Chuck 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

Elder to Contact in June for Needs:  
Paul Williams, Jr. 

 
8:00am Service: 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Chuck Webster 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Alex Roberts 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Drew Spivey 
Elder’s Words: Paul Williams, Jr. 
Closing Prayer: Daniel Warren 
 
10:00am Service: 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: John Bowers 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Joel Abbott 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Steve Cotney 
Elder’s Words: Harold Rhodes 
Closing Prayer: Mike Clelland 
  

 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 24 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of Dea-
cons. This is pages 147-152 of the One 
Word devotional book. 
 
Sunday, June 14: Mark 2; 2 Samuel 4-5; 
Daniel 2:24-49 
 
Monday, June 15: Mark 3:1-19;  
2 Samuel 6; Daniel 3 
 
Tuesday, June 16: Mark 3:20-35;  
2 Samuel 7-8; Daniel 4 
 
Wednesday, June 17: Mark 4:1-20;  
2 Samuel 9-10; Daniel 5 
 
Thursday, June 18: Mark 4:21-41;  
2 Samuel 11-12; Daniel 6 
 
Friday, June 19: Mark 5:1-20;  
2 Samuel 13; Daniel 7 
 
Saturday, June 20: Mark 5:21-43;  
2 Samuel 14; Daniel 8 
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Youth 
 
Congratulations to our graduating Sen-
iors!        

 Chloe Arnold 

 Nya Gagakuma 

 Keegan Holland 

 Marcanthony Jenkins 

 Keeley Percer 

 Kyle Percer 

 Mya Rumph 

 

 

“Love is the only force capable of trans-
forming an enemy into a friend.” 
—Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Carl & Lajuana Logan    June 14 
Jimmy & Kay Lyles    June 15 
Alex & Jennifer Roberts    June 20
  

Happy Birthday 
 
Nathan Guill           June 14 
Sam Goff     June 17 
Garrett Vick     June 17 
Tamil Hillary     June 18 
Mya Rumph     June 18 
Ron Crosby     June 19 
 
 

2 Chronicles 6:14 

“O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God 
like you, in heaven or on earth, keeping 
covenant and showing steadfast love to 
your servants who walk before you with 
all their heart.” 
 
The Good News: As it was for the Israel-
ites of old, the love of our God is never 
failing. 
—Morin Bishop, Woman’s Day 
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  Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Jim Banks, Jeff 
Nabors, Rowena English, Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nancy 
Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Dick 
Smith, Clara Thomas, Celeste Till, Virgie 
Banks, Sylvia Huffman, Sarah Washington, 
and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Bri-
an Shaw (Tiffany Roberts’ friend), Cally 
Nichols (Paul & Karen Kirby’s friend’s 
granddaughter), Terry Marlowe (Jim & 
Christy Reece’s friend), Donna Wimberly 
(Lajuana Logan’s sister-in-law), Dr. Lynn 
Simons (Lajuana Logan’s friend), Michael 
Morns (Nikesha Fantroy’s uncle), Lavorisa 
Washington, Jr., his wife, and child (Sarah 
Washington’s nephew), Donald Wright 
(Sarah Washington’s cousin), Pervy 
Tanksley (Joel Abbott’s assistant’s father), 
and Susie Eckert (Corey Covington’s 
friend).  
 
Linda Graham fell at her home on Thurs-
day and was taken to St. Vincent's. 
 
Shawna Brown had throat surgery on 
Friday. 
 
Jim Banks is still not eating and has lost 
some weight. 
 
Geraldine Washington had an echocardi-
ogram on Thursday. If the test results are 
good, she will have knee replacement 
surgery at Grandview Medical Center in a 
few weeks. 
 
Wayne Handley, Marc Handley’s dad, is 
being treated for dementia and has also 
been diagnosed with Lymphoma. 
 
Griffin Webster had his cast removed on 
Thursday and began physical therapy on 
Friday. He is doing well. 
 
Bill and Virginia Aultman, Sid Aultman’s 
parents, have health issues and are in 
therapy at their home. 
 
Please continue to pray for Felicia Ar-
nold’s cousins, Tryphena Ellis, Lakeya 
Ellis, and Trindi Mitchell, who have 
COVID-19 or have been tested for this 
virus.  
 
John Beard, Jason McKeown’s friend, will 
be placed under hospice care soon.  

Attendance and Offering 
June 7, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Worship 8:00AM: 54 
Worship 10:00AM: 76 
 
Contribution: $11,028.00 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $14,992.99 
Contribution to Date: $344,838.86 

  

                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

• Peru 
 
 

Romans 1:16-17 
 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, to the Jew 

first and also to the Greek. For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from 

faith for faith, as it is written. The  
righteous shall live by faith.” 

 

 

      No Salvation Without Love 
 

Jesus left no doubt about the importance 
of love when He answered the question, 
“Which is the greatest commandment?” 
He said, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind. This is the 
great and first commandment” (Mat- 
thew 22:37-38). I’ve heard people argue 
or complain against many of God’s laws 
and commands, but I’ve yet to hear a 
dispute about the necessity of love. 
Could a person expect to be saved with-
out following the “greatest” command?  
Certainly not. 
 
People may not commonly dispute the 
need for love, but they DO often twist 
the idea of real love to fit their own pur-
poses. Think about how true love chang-
es a man and a woman. Love knits lives 
together, joining them in purpose and in 
destination, in hopes and dreams. The 
deepest form of love can link two togeth-
er to the extent that they flow together 
like water in the same stream.  
 
So, when we proclaim love for God, is it 
more than just words? If our love isn’t 
active, we don’t love at all. Has God’s 
love changed you? Has your love for Him 
changed you? If your life isn’t deeply and 
dramatically different after love enters, 
then the love you think you feel may be 
something else entirely. Jesus said, “If 
you love me, you will keep my com-
mandments” (John 14:15). Loving God is 
only genuine when followed by submis-
sion.  
 
If true love requires action, what does 
true faith require? James wrote that 
“faith without works is dead” (James 
2:14-26). So, we earn salvation? Not by a 
long shot. It’s just that we must accept 
Christ on His terms, not ours. Is there 
salvation without love? Never. Love God 
and love others. These are the two great-
est commandments.  
—Darrell 
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Place  

Postage  

 Reset 
with Rick, Jon, and Bill 

 
Last Sunday evening we began a new online class, and it 
went really well. The class is called “Reset,” and it’s be-
ing led by different men in our congregation. Join us again 
this Sunday evening at 5:00 as Rick Williams, Jon Hunt, and 
Bill Rayburn lead the discussion. It will be available on our 
website or YouTube channel. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


