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 Sunday 
  9:00 a.m. Bible Class 
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 5:00 p.m. Worship 

 
 Wednesday 

 7:00 p.m. Bible Class 
 
 

ELDERS 
Carl Logan   
        (205) 979-9874 
Jimmy Lyles    
        (205) 616-1109 
Joe Thomas    
        (205) 842-8062 
Paul Williams, Jr.  
        (205) 408-7234 
Harold Rhodes  
        (205) 876-9296 

 
 

MINISTER 
Chuck Webster  

(205) 586-5610 (cell) 
cwebster@hoovercoc.org 

 
 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Kyle Wadley 

(205) 792-5922 (cell) 
kwadley@hoovercoc.org 

 
 

YOUTH & FAMILY  
MINISTER 

Darrell Powell 
(205) 480-9773 (cell) 

dpowell@hoovercoc.org 
 
 

April 19, 2020 Getting ahead 
Emphasizing this part of James “would not be warmly received in the modern church,” 
writes one commentator (K. A. Richardson). 

That’s an interesting thing to say. Surely those of us in the church wouldn’t shy away 
from listening to any part of the Bible, would we? 

Here’s the verse he’s talking about: “But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition 
in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth” (James 3:14). 

At first glance, the verse might seem relatively harmless, but as we look closer we start 
to realize the author was probably right. 

Jealousy and ambition. They’re things you see in the real world, right? One employee 
envies another’s promotion and does what he can to undermine him. A corporate lad-
der-climber’s unbridled ambition leads her to step on whoever gets in her way. You’ve 
seen this happen too many times. It starts on the playground and continues through 
life, rearing its head on the college social scene and in the corporate boardroom. It’s 
scary what people will do when they’re jealous or overly ambitious. 

Oh, but it doesn’t just happen out there, of course. It’s part of our sinful nature that 
gives us problems even after we’ve given our lives to Christ. It’s certainly forgiven, but 
the impulse remains with us. 

And so we sometimes see it in the church. Which means we see it in ourselves. 

Can you think of a time when you found yourself being jealous of something good hap-
pening in a fellow believer’s life? It’s not hard to weep with those who weep, but rejoic-
ing with those who rejoice doesn’t come naturally. 

Sometimes preachers are guilty of letting ambition drive them to compare themselves 
to other preachers, measuring success by numbers or baptisms or busy schedules. Oth-
ers in church leadership might fall prey to the same sin. 

Remember Diotrephes? He was the apostle John’s nemesis who liked “to put himself 
first” in the church (3 John 9). He embodied jealousy and ambition. 

People like that wreak havoc in a church, which ought to be characterized by humility 
and selflessness. 

If we’re going to fix it, where do we start? With ourselves, of course, the only people we 
really have any control over. We ought to spend time in prayer that God will help us 
overcome our pettiness. 

That he’ll rid our hearts of jealousy and selfish ambition. 

That he’ll fill us with love and a servant’s heart. That’s the Jesus way, after all. 

—Chuck 

 



Today 
 

Shawna Brown’s Sunday Classes for 
children who are two years old 
through fifth grade will meet on Zoom 
today. The 2-4-year-olds will meet 
from 3:00-3:30pm, and Kindergarten 
through Fifth Grade will meet from 
3:30-4:00pm. Please check your emails 
for instructions on how to join the clas-
ses. 
 
Our Sunday evening service will be on 
Zoom at 5:00pm. Chuck will open the 
room at 4:45pm.  
 
 
 

Family News 
 

Congratulations to Virgie and Jim 
Banks; they have a great-
granddaughter, Hannah Lee Shep-
herd! Hannah was born to the proud 
parents, Hunter and Ashley Shepherd, 
on Wednesday, April 8, at 4:56am. She 
weighs 6.10 pounds and is 19.25 inches 
long—Mom and baby are doing well. 

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, we will 
have only online services for now. Our 
Wednesday class will be at 7:00pm, 
and our Sunday AM worship service 
will be at 10:00am. On Sunday, Chuck 
will present a lesson, and we will sing 
and pray together. We will also have 
the Lord’s Supper during this period of 
worship.  
 
We have communion sets that you can 
pick up at the building.  
 
For those of you who are in a high-risk 
category, we have many people in our 
church who have already volunteered 
to do essential things for you—get gro-
ceries, run to the pharmacy or bank, 
etc. You can contact Chuck on his cell 
(205-586-5610) or email 
(chuck.preacher@gmail.com), Kyle on 
his cell (205-792-5922) or email 
(kwadley@hoovercoc.org), or Jean on 
the church office phone (205-822-
5610) or email 
(jtroughton@hoovercoc.org). 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday Morning 

 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading:  Jay Holland 
 
Opening Prayer: Reggie Arnold 
  
Communion: Sid Aultman 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles 
 
Closing Prayer: Matthew Trousdale 
 
Elder to Contact in April for Needs: 
Harold Rhodes 
 
 
 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 16 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of Res-
urrection. This is pages 99-104 of the 
One Word devotional book. 
 
Sunday, April 19: Acts 8:1b-25; Deuter-
onomy 33-34; Job 20 
 
Monday, April 20: Acts 8:26-40; Joshua 
1-2; Job 21 
 
Tuesday, April 21: Acts 9:1-25; Joshua 
3:1-5:1; Job 22 
 
Wednesday, April 22: Acts 9:26-43; 
Joshua 5:2-6:27; Job 23 
 
Thursday, April 23: Acts 10:1-33; Josh-
ua 7-8; Job 24 
 
Friday, April 24: Acts 10:34-48; Joshua 
9-10; Job 25 
 
Saturday, April 25: Acts 11:1-18; Joshua 
11-12; Job 26 
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American Red Cross Blood Drive at 
Hoover Church of Christ 

 
Thanks to all those who donated at the 
blood drive this past week. We collected 
36 units.  
Marla Troughton 
Medical Director, American Red Cross 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Jim Petruzella       April 19 
Keegan Holland                     April 19 
Mervyn Prince                   April 21 
Tiffany McKeown                  April 21 
Bill Laughmiller     April 23 
Anita Williams       April 23 
Hudson Hernly     April 25 
Don Thomason     April 26 
Damian Fantroy     April 26 
Jon Hunt     April 27 
Walden Schlundt    April 27 
Daniel Bowman     April 27 
Micah Fantroy     April 27 
Levi Vick     April 27 
Carson Hicks     April 28 
 
 
 
 

Isaiah 41:10 
 
“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dis-
mayed, for I am your God; I will strength-
en you, I will help you, I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand.”  
The Good News: 
The Bible tells us again and again that 
God will strengthen us, guide us, help us, 
and lead us to heaven with His love and 
grace. It doesn’t matter how many times 
we fall or fear, He will accept us no 
matter what. 
—Jackie Frere, Woman’s Day 
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  Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Jim Banks, Jeff 
Nabors, Rowena English, Joyce Baker, Lynne 
Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Geraldine 
Washington, Dick Smith, Clara Thomas, Ce-
leste Till, Virgie Banks, Sylvia Huffman, Sa-
rah Washington, and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Pervy 
Tanksley (Joel Abbott’s assistant’s father), 
Dr. Lynn Simons (Lajuana Logan’s friend), 
Susie Eckert (Cory Covington’s friend), and 
Gy Elly (young man from Tanzania). 
 
We extend our sympathy to Sarah Wash-
ington and her family upon the death of 
her cousin, Krystal Harris, who passed away 
from the Coronavirus. 
 
Bill Ritenour, Rex Anderson’s first cousin 
(wife is Betty), has been placed on Hospice 
with several health issues. Bill’s son, Bryan, 
was a former member of Hoover. 
 
Sarah Washington requests prayers for the 
following members of her family who have 
COVID-19: Lavorisa Washington, Jr., and 
his wife and baby (her nephew); Donald 
Wright, who is at St. Vincent’s in ICU and 
has also suffered a heart attack (her 
cousin). 
 
Wayne Handley, Marc Handley’s Dad, was 
recently diagnosed with Lymphoma.  
  
John Beard, Jason McKeown’s friend, is 
suffering with medical problems. 
 
Donna Wimberly, Lajuana Logan’s sister-in-
law, is undergoing in-home physical therapy 
after being at UAB in ICU on a ventilator 
and having temporary kidney dialysis. 
Please send cards of encouragement to her 
at 1205 North Davis Street, Albany, GA 
31701. 
 
Bridgett Hardville, Angela Taylor’s cousin, is 
undergoing treatment for stage 3 colon 
cancer. 
 
Brian Shaw, Tiffany Roberts’ friend, is un-
dergoing chemotherapy for bladder cancer. 
 
Virginia Aultman, Sid Aultman’s mother, 
had a stroke. Please pray for her recovery. 
 
Nikesha Fantroy’s uncle, Michael Morns, 
lost his sister to COVID-19. He also has an-
other family member who has tested posi-
tive for the virus.  

 

Attendance and Offering 
April 12, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Class: - 
Worship AM: - 
Worship PM: - 
Wednesday PM: - 
 
Contribution: $23,032.50 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $15,162.65 
Contribution to Date: $227,439.76 

 

 
  

                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

• Peru 
 
 
 
 

“And let us not grow weary of doing 
good, for in due season we will reap, if 

we do not give up.” 
—Galatians 6:9 

 
   

Shut-Ins 
  
Are you journaling? Maybe you’re keep-
ing a log somewhere of your feelings and 
activities during the quarantine. I admit, I 
haven’t been keeping any regular record 
of this year’s events. But I thought I 
would at least use this space to write 
about a few things I hope I don’t forget 
after things go back to “normal.”    
We open up our church bulletins and 
read the words (usually at the end of our 
prayer list) “shut-ins.” I’m ashamed that 
there have been many times I have 
glanced right over this part of the docu-
ment. Maybe because I think I have the 
list memorized and I reassure myself, 
thinking that I’ll pray for them. But often, 
it has been because I just really didn’t 
understand.  
I’m not claiming to know how a person 
who is homebound feels. After all, over 
the past few weeks, I’ve still had my 
sweet wife and children to enjoy. But, 
perhaps I’m better equipped in some 
ways to empathize with and minister to 
those who have, even long before all 
this, been socially isolated, lonely, and in 
need.  
Now, when I hear that someone is “shut 
in” because their immune system won’t 
allow them to be near others, or they 
simply lack the strength to get out, I 
hope I’ll do more than pray. I hope I’ll 
visit if that’s an option or call them and 
talk for as long as they need to talk.  
Maybe I’ll invite them to a Zoom meeting 
where they can see and hear a few 
friends laugh and visit. I want to do those 
things because the emptiness caused by 
being physically separated from friends 
and family isn’t something I’ll soon for-
get.    
So, yes, reach out to each other now, as 
we are ALL shut-ins in some sense.  But I, 
for one, hope that I always remember 
this feeling, and that I will be a better 
friend to those who find themselves 
missing the warmth of a friendly smile, a 
conversation, or a hug around the neck. 
(Luke 6:31)                         —Darrell 
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Place  

Postage  

You will hear his voice 
(John 5:25-29) 

 
The appointed ___________________________________ 
 
 
 
Both ____________________ and ___________________ 
 
 
 
The _____________________________ will hear his voice 
 
 
 
And they will come out of the _______________________ 
 
 
 
To  ___________________ or  ______________________  

 
Zoom Meeting Sunday Night at 5:00 

 
We’ve enjoyed getting together the last few Sunday evenings 
on Zoom! We’ll do it again tonight, so please join us.  
Chuck will open the Zoom room again at about 4:45, so if you 
want to join a little early, we can all have some time to catch 
up a bit. The meeting will officially start at 5:00 for anyone 
from our church who wants to join in.  
You’ll receive an email with instructions about how to join 
the meeting.  
We hope that this will be an interactive time where you can 
ask questions or make comments if you wish (or you can just 
listen/watch—whatever you prefer). Please plan to be with 
us. 
 
 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


