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April 5, 2020 Your good life 

The hallowed halls of academia aren’t really known for fostering a spirit of humility. 

Not always, of course, but often there’s a temptation toward pride that comes along 

with being a notch above one’s peers in intelligence and education. 

James would call the smart-but-proud person a fool, or at least he seems to imply 

that here: 

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by 

deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom” (James 3:13). 

There’s a message there for all of us, I think. Sometimes we religious folks are 

known for our Bible-toting, Scripture-quoting approach to life, and that’s not neces-

sarily bad. It would help us all to spend more time memorizing portions of the Bible. 

But knowing the Bible doesn’t necessarily mean anything. 

When I was home from college one summer I worked at a bottling company in 

Memphis, Tennessee. My boss was a religious man, and he seemed to be fairly well-

versed in Scripture. In fact, when a religious discussion came up, he would quickly 

insert his opinion. He loved to throw out Bible verses to prove people wrong. 

A couple of problems made him less than convincing, however: he had a sour atti-

tude about almost everything, and he cursed. 

Guess how many people he converted to his views on baptism? 

James asks, “Who is wise and understanding among you?” He then answers his own 

question: He’s the one who lives a good life, a humble life. 

Maybe our lesson here is to be careful how we use our understanding. Maybe we 

know a lot about the Bible, but if we’re proud we don’t really know it. 

The Pharisees of Jesus’ day knew the Bible from cover to cover, but not really. They 

missed the main point. 

That’s something we need to be careful about as well. We’re rapidly becoming a 

post-Christian nation, and most folks out there don’t really care how many verses 

we can quote. 

But they do care if we’re living a “good life” . . . if anything convinces them to pur-

sue faith, it’ll be what they see in us. —Chuck 

 



Today 
 

Chuck will host a Zoom meeting this 
evening at 5:00pm for anyone from 
our church who wants to join in (max 
number of people in the room is 100). 
We’re working on ways to stay con-
nected as a church, and this is one way 
we are going to do that. An email will 
be sent out with instructions about 
how to join the meeting. You can use 
the free Zoom app (available for 
iPhones and Androids), or you can dial 
in using your phone (the numbers will 
be in the email). More information is 
on page 4. 

Family News 
 

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, we will 
have only online services for now. Our 
Wednesday class will be at 7:00pm, 
and our Sunday AM worship service 
will be at 10:00am. On Sunday, Chuck 
will present a lesson, and we will sing 
and pray together. We will also have 
the Lord’s Supper during this period of 
worship.  
 
We have communion sets (self-
contained juice and wafer) that you 
can pick up at the church building. Let 
us know if you need them. 
 
For those of you who are in a high-risk 
category and need to stay home, we 
have many people in our church who 
have already volunteered to do essen-
tial things for you—get groceries, run 
to the pharmacy or bank, etc. You can 
contact Chuck on his cell phone at  
(205-586-5610) or his email at 
chuck.preacher@gmail.com, Kyle at 
(205) 792-5922 or email at 
kwadley@hoovercoc.org, or Jean at 
(850) 499-1959 or email at  
 jtroughton@hoovercoc.org to let 
them know.  
 
Please continue to make your contribu-
tion to the church. You can either mail 
your check (3248 Lorna Road, Hoover, 
AL 35216), or give online 
(https://hooverchurchofchrist.elexiopu
lse.com/default.aspx). 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday Morning 

 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading:  Shawn Troughton 
 
Opening Prayer: Joel Abbott 
  
Communion: Steve Cotney 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
Closing Prayer: Will Spurlin 
 
Elder to Contact in April for Needs: 
Harold Rhodes 
 
 
 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 14 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of Holi-
ness. This is pages 87-92 of the One 
Word devotional book. 
 
Sunday, April 5: Matthew 27:1-31; Deu-
teronomy 5-6; Job 6 
 
Monday, April 6: Matthew 27:32-66; 
Deuteronomy 7-8; Job 7 
 
Tuesday, April 7: Matthew 28; Deuter-
onomy 9-10; Job 8 
 
Wednesday, April 8: Acts 1; Deuterono-
my 11-12; Job 9 
 
Thursday, April 9: Acts 2:1-13; Deuter-
onomy 13-14; Job 10 
 
Friday, April 10: Acts 2:14-47; Deuter-
onomy 15-16; Job 11 
 
Saturday, April 11: Acts 3; Deuterono-
my 17-18; Job 12 
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Not Infected, But Still Affected 
 
The rise of a global pandemic has stirred 
up many questions in people’s minds.  
Some are asking, “Where do we go from 
here?” Others wonder if they are being 
punished by God for some wrong. Some 
people are even blaming God altogether 
for this disease, its death toll, and the 
havoc it’s wreaking all over the world.  
One of my first thoughts was that USUAL-
LY, we in the US are watching things like 
this unfold on the news . . . from a safe 
distance. So, it’s possible we’ve never 
been able to empathize when other peo-
ple in faraway places have gone through 
something like this. So, the first change I 
hope this whole thing effects is that we 
become more compassionate toward 
others, and be more willing to sacrifice 
ourselves when others are hurting. We 
are capable. Those who have suffered are 
better equipped to aid others as they are 
suffering (Hebrews 2:18).  
Next, anytime suffering is involved, my 
mind always finds its way to God’s serv-
ant, Job. When Job was struck with great 
tragedy and loss, he asked some pointed 
questions to God Himself. Understanda-
bly caught up in the mystery of his great 
suffering, Job once said to God, “You 
have turned cruel to me; with the might 
of your hand you persecute me (Job 22). 
You lift me up on the wind; you make me 
ride on it, and you toss me about in the 
roar of the storm (Job 23). For I know that 
you will bring me to death and to the 
house appointed for all living” (Job 30:21-
23).  
We certainly are not given all the answers 
to the difficult questions we may have, 
but days like these are great opportuni-
ties to reflect on who God is. After Job 
finished his list of grievances to the God 
of Heaven, the Lord answered with a long 
list of His “credentials” (Job 38-41) that 
left Job awestruck over God’s limitless 
power.   
We must remember, especially now, that 
God IS all powerful and that He has not 
forsaken us. Even though it’s uncomforta-
ble to admit, sometimes only suffering 
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  Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Jim Banks, Jeff 
Nabors, Rowena English, Joyce Baker, Lynne 
Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Kaci Melton, 
Clara Thomas, Celeste Till, Virgie Banks, 
Sylvia Huffman, Sarah Washington, and 
Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Amy 
Jarrett (former member of HCoC), Terry 
Marlowe (Jim & Christy Reece’s friend), 
Wayne Handley (Marc Handley’s Dad), 
Charles Webster (Chuck Webster’s Dad), Gy 
Elly (young man from Tanzania), Walter 
Thomas (visitor at Hoover), and Eli Hairston 
(Emily Hamm’s school friend). 
 
Jim Banks is still awaiting coronavirus test 
results. 
 
Lajuana Logan has requested prayers for 
the family of Mark Simons, who was mur-
dered.  
 
Dick Smith is feeling much better; the 
wound is decreasing in size and appears to 
be healing well.  
 
Geraldine Washington continues to need 
our prayers; she has various health issues 
and is experiencing a lot of pain. 
 
Virginia Aultman, Sid Aultman’s mother, 
had a stroke. Please pray for her recovery. 
 
Susie Eckert, a friend of Corey Covington, is 
now at home and will be undergoing chemo 
treatments. Cards can be sent to her at 809 
State Highway AB, Willard, MO 65781-8311. 
 
Please pray for Lajuana Logan’s friends, Dr. 
Lynn Simons and his wife Cindy. He has 
recurrent metastatic Ewing’s sarcoma, and 
she is dealing with medical issues. Cards of 
encouragement can be sent to them at 1 
Hermann Park Court, Apt. 159; Houston, TX 
77021. 
 
Todd Lewis, Suzanna Weimer’s sister’s 
brother-in-law, recovered from the virus 
and was released from the hospital. 
 
Pervy Tanksley, the father of one of Joel 
Abbott’s medical assistants, has bladder 
cancer. Please pray for his health. 
 
Daphne Smith, Reggie Arnold’s co-worker’s 
daughter, is undergoing chemotherapy. 
Please pray that her treatments will be suc-
cessful. 
 
 

Attendance and Offering 
March 29, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Class: - 
Worship AM: - 
Worship PM: - 
Wednesday PM: - 
 
Contribution: $14,010.75 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $14,622.54 
Contribution to Date: $190,093.01 

 

  
                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

• Peru 
 
 
 
 
“And we know that for those who love 
God all things work together for good, 
for those who are called according to 
his purpose.” 
—Romans 8:28 
 
 

Continued 
 
can teach the lessons we need. Suffering 
reminds us that our lives are delicate and 
brief. I hope that thought causes you to 
throw yourself before God in humble 
submission. Keep an eye out for the 
good that this hard time brings out in 
people. Troubles can help us differenti-
ate between things that really matter 
and things that don’t.  
Certainly, none of us want to suffer. But 
we can remember who God is and 
“Count it all joy when you meet trials of 
various kinds, for you know that the 
testing of your faith produces steadfast-
ness” (James 1:2-3). 
—Darrell 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Dale & Joyce Baker    April 8 
Ken & Carol Norris    April 10 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Caleb Winningham                    April 5 
Carson Hamm                     April 6 
Vicky Till                     April 7 
Heidi Lyles       April 7 
Teresa Rumph       April 8 
Sherri McQuillan      April 8 
Emily Warren       April 8 
Hope Handley       April 8 
Landon Weimer                    April 8 
Joy Martin       April 9  
Steven Gaither                   April 10 
Anthony Petruzella    April 11 
Zuri Gagakuma                   April 11 
Madison Watkins                  April 11 

 

 

Philippians 2:4 
 

“Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests but also to the interests of oth-
ers.”  
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Be Holy 
(1 Peter 1:13-21) 

 
All ethics are grounded in the _______________________ 
 
 
 
So: “as he who called you is ____________________, . . .” 
 
 
 
“Be holy in _____________________________________” 
 
 
 
Because: 
 
 
     God “______________ according to each one’s deeds” 
 
 
 
     “You were ransomed . . . with the ________________” 
 
 
 

Zoom Meeting Tonight at 5:00 
 
Last Sunday we had our first congregational Zoom meeting, 
and it was so good to see lots of smiling faces! We’ll do it 
again tonight, so please join us. 
Chuck will actually open the Zoom room at about 4:45, so if 
you want to join a little early, we can all have some time to 
catch up a bit. The meeting will officially start at 5:00 for any-
one from our church who wants to join in (max number of 
people in the room is 100). We’re working on ways to stay 
connected as a church, and this is one way we’re going to do 
that. 
You’ll receive an email with instructions about how to join 
the meeting. You can use the free Zoom app (available for 
iPhones and Androids—links below), you can dial in using 
your phone (the numbers will be in the email), or you can use 
the web browser on your PC or Mac. 
App Store: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id546505307 
Google Play: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=us.zoom.videomeetings 
This meeting will be quite flexible, so we’ll see where God 
takes our time together. We hope that this will be an interac-
tive time where you can join in if you wish (or you can just 
listen/watch—whatever you prefer). We hope you’ll join us. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id546505307
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoom.videomeetings
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoom.videomeetings

