
oover Church of Christ 
 

 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”   
    Matthew 6:21 

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

 (205) 822-5610 Office 
 www.hoovercoc.org 

jtroughton@hoovercoc.org 
 

Schedule of Services 
 

 Sunday 
  9:00 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 5:00 p.m. Worship 

 
 Wednesday 

 7:00 p.m. Bible Class 
 
 

ELDERS 
Carl Logan   
        (205) 979-9874 
Jimmy Lyles    
        (205) 616-1109 
Joe Thomas    
        (205) 842-8062 
Paul Williams, Jr.  
        (205) 408-7234 
Harold Rhodes  
        (205) 876-9296 

 
 

MINISTER 
Chuck Webster  

(205) 586-5610 (cell) 
cwebster@hoovercoc.org 

 
 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Kyle Wadley 

(205) 792-5922 (cell) 
kwadley@hoovercoc.org 

 
 

YOUTH & FAMILY  
MINISTER 

Darrell Powell 
(205) 480-9773 (cell) 

dpowell@hoovercoc.org 
 
 

March 29, 2020 Sticks and stones 

 

[Many of us have been thinking, reading, and/or talking about the coronavirus pretty much 
24/7 for the last couple weeks. Here in the church we’ll keep addressing it at times as it re-
lates to our church family, but we’ll also attempt to discuss other spiritual matters. This arti-
cle—a continuation of what I wrote about two weeks ago—is an attempt at that. —Chuck] 

There’s never been a bigger lie than the old “Sticks and Stones” mantra. 

Everyone reading this has been deeply wounded by something someone said, probably 
someone quite close to you. Everyone reading this has hurt someone through a verbal dag-
ger in a moment of anger or thoughtlessness. 

James isn’t exaggerating when he writes: 

And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, 
staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. For 
every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed 
by mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poi-
son. With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the 
likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things 
ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt wa-
ter? Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt 
pond yield fresh water (James 3:6-12). 

It’s a fire, a deadly poison, the epitome of hypocrisy. It divides marriages, splits churches, 
destroys reputations, and ends friendships. 

It’s impossible to exaggerate how much damage has been done through the years by the 
tongue. History is littered with vivid examples, and our lives probably are too. 

I think of things I’ve said to people I love, and how often I’ve wished to turn back the clock. 

But you can’t unsay things, can you? 

James also points out how often the tongue makes hypocrites out of us. A freshwater 
spring won’t produce saltwater, he writes, and a fig tree won’t grow grapes. 

But sometimes the mouth of a Christian blesses God on Sunday and slanders God’s children 
on Monday. Do we ever praise the Lord in worship and then gossip on the way home? Do 
we worship God for his holiness and then use the same tongue to lie? 

In your devotional time this week, talk to the Lord about your tongue. You can’t tame it, of 
course, but ask God to put a muzzle on you when he wants you to keep quiet. Ask him to 
give you wisdom to know what needs to be said and what ought to remain unsaid. Ask him 
to sanctify your speech so that there won’t be a disconnect between your Sunday praise 
and your Monday speech. —Chuck 

 



Family News 
 

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, we will 
have only online services for now. Our 
Wednesday class will be at 7:00pm, 
and our Sunday AM worship service 
will be at 10:00am. On Sunday, Chuck 
will present a lesson, and we will sing 
and pray together. We will also have 
the Lord’s Supper during this period of 
worship. See page 4 about a Sunday 
evening meeting. 
 
We have communion sets (self-
contained juice and wafer) that you 
can pick up at the church building. 
 
For those of you who are in a high-risk 
category and need to stay home, we 
have many people in our church who 
have already volunteered to do essen-
tial things for you—go get groceries, 
run to the pharmacy or bank, etc. You 
can contact Chuck at 
chuck.preacher@gmail.com or his cell 
phone (205-586-5610), or call or email 
Jean at jtroughton@hoovercoc.org or 
850-499-1959 to let them know. Also, 
if you have volunteered to help some 
of our members and know of those 
who need help, please reach out to 
them. 
 
American Red Cross: The need for 
healthy blood donors willing to donate 
is increasing daily. Please consider giv-
ing blood at the Red Cross on Caldwell 
Trace off of Valleydale or the donor 
room at UAB. Go to 
https://www.redcrossblood.org/ for 
more information.  
 
Please continue to make your contribu-
tion to the church. You can either mail 
your check (3248 Lorna Road, Hoover, 
AL 35216), or give online 
(https://hooverchurchofchrist.elexiopu
lse.com/default.aspx). 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
 

Sunday Morning 
 

Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading:  Nolan Williams 
 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Darrell Powell 
  
Communion: Bill Rayburn 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
 
Closing Prayer: Bart Burleson 
 
 
 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: Today 
is Week 13 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of 
Righteousness. This is pages 81-86 of 
the One Word devotional book. 
 
Sunday, March 29: Matthew 24:1-31; 
Numbers 25-27; Song of Solomon 6:4-
8:4 
 
Monday, March 30: Matthew 24:32-51; 
Numbers 28-29; Song of Solomon 8:5-
14 
 
Tuesday, March 31: Matthew 25:1-30;  
Numbers  30-31; Job 1 
 
Wednesday, April 1: Matthew 25:31-
46; Numbers 32-24; Job 2 
 
Thursday, April 2: Matthew 26:1-25; 
Numbers 35-36; Job 3 
 
Friday, April 3: Matthew 26:26-46; Deu-
teronomy 1-2; Job 4 
 
Saturday, April 4: Matthew 26:47-75; 
Deuteronomy 3-4; Job 5 
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Youth 
 

6th-12th Graders: 
Perhaps especially during this time where 
we must be apart from one another, we 
long for opportunities to interact and 
even see each other’s faces. It is such a 
blessing that there are ways for us to do 
just that. Right now we plan to have 
meetings via the Zoom Meeting App on 
Sundays and Thursdays at 4:00pm. Please 
look for the links on The Church App and  
Instagram@hooveryouthgroup. 
Stay strong and keep the faith!  
—Darrell 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Matt & Jill Graham               March 31 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Leah Covington                March 29 
Kenneth Johnsey                           March 29 
Emma Warren                March 29 
Caleb Henry                March 30 
Henry Shelton                     April 4 
 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 
Hoover Church of Christ: 
Thank you so much for all that you do for 
our campus and especially all that you do 
for Christmas every year! Our girls always 
look forward to you guys coming, eating 
yummy lasagna and fixings, and fellow-
shipping with you.  
I wanted to thank all of you for making 
this Christmas so special for each of our 
girls. I had several tell me that this Christ-
mas was one of the most favorite Christ-
mases and is largely because of the time 
and effort you put into it.  
We are all so thankful for the friendship 
we have with your congregation.  
In Him,  
Caylie Houch and Childhaven Staff 
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  Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Jim Banks, Jeff 
Nabors, Rowena English, Joyce Baker, Lynne 
Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Kaci Melton, 
Clara Thomas, Celeste Till, Virgie Banks, 
Sylvia Huffman, Sarah Washington, and 
Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Wayne Handley (Marc Handley’s Dad), 
Charles Webster (Chuck Webster’s Dad), Gy 
Elly (young man from Tanzania), Walter 
Thomas (visitor at Hoover), and Eli Hairston 
(Emily Hamm’s school friend). 
 
We extend our sympathy to Doris Sankey 
and her family upon the death of her sister, 
Sharon Still Lyons. Sharon passed away 
unexpectedly, and funeral services for her 
were yesterday in Troy.  
 
Dick Smith received a good report from his 
home health nurse; the wound is decreas-
ing and appears to be healing well.  
 
Virginia Aultman, Sid Aultman’s mother, 
had a stroke. Please pray for her recovery. 
 
Amy Jarrett, a former member of Hoover, is 
waiting on the pathology report from her 
last test. Please pray for good results. 
 
Geraldine Washington needs our prayers; 
she has various health issues and is experi-
encing a lot of pain.  
 
Terry Marlowe, Jim and Christy Reece’s 
friend, is scheduled for an extensive surgi-
cal procedure on April 23 at Wake Forest. 
She appreciates our prayers and requests 
continual petitions for her health. 
 
Todd Lewis, Suzanna Weimer’s sister’s 
brother-in-law, has COVID-19 and pneumo-
nia and is on a ventilator in ICU in Jackson, 
TN. 
 
Please pray for Lajuana Logan’s friends, Dr. 
Lynn Simons and his wife Cindy. He has 
recurrent metastatic Ewing’s sarcoma, and 
she is dealing with medical issues. Cards of 
encouragement can be sent to them at 1 
Hermann Park Court, Apt. 159; Houston, TX 
77021. 
 
Susie Eckert, Corey Covington’s friend, has 
complications from chemo and has been 
placed on a ventilator and feeding tubes. 
 
Pervy Tanksley, Joel Abbott’s medical assis-
tant’s father, has bladder cancer. 
 

Attendance and Offering 
March 22, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Class: - 
Worship AM: - 
Worship PM: - 
Wednesday PM: - 
 
Contribution: $10,139.45 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $14,673.52 
Contribution to Date: $176,082.26 

 

  
                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

• Peru 
 
 

“Have I not commanded you? 
BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS. 

Do not be frightened, and  
do not be dismayed, for the  

LORD your GOD is with  
you wherever you go.” 

—Joshua 1:9 
 
 

Greatness 
 
Men who stood nearest to Jesus were 
swayed by His personality. “He was full 
of grace and truth” (John 1:14). He had a 
charm about Him which wooed and fas-
cinated. 
 
Children liked Him; publicans hung upon 
Him. He had a heart of a child. He had 
the tenderness of a woman, and the 
strength of a man. 
 
The three dimensions (body, mind, and 
soul) of His life were complete. He had 
eyes that looked along extended lines 
running into eternity. He had sympathies 
wide enough to cover humanity to its 
outermost edge; He had a purpose that 
included all lands and ages. His kingdom 
is to be universal, and it shall have no 
end. He was at every point complete. 
 
His virtues are all fully matured; His grac-
es are all in full bloom. You can no more 
add anything to Him than you can add 
something to the sky. He pushed every 
good trait of human character to its ut-
most limit. His forgiveness was unbound-
ed. His generosity was untiring; His pa-
tience was inexhaustible; His mercy was 
immeasurable; His courage was illimita-
ble; His wisdom was unfathomable; His 
kindness was interminable; His faith re-
moved mountains; His hope had no 
shadow in it; His love was infinite. And 
so, it is impossible to go beyond Him.  
 
We can never outgrow Him. He will al-
ways be ahead of us. We shall always 
hear Him saying, “Follow Me!” He is the 
ideal of the heart. He is the goal of hu-
manity. It is this completeness of his 
character which accounts not only for His 
beauty but also for His perennial power.  
 
He is the lily of the valley, the fairest of 
ten thousand, and one altogether lovely. 
 
—Dr. Charles Jefferson, The Character of 
Jesus, pages 350-352 
 
 

“He will be great.” 
Luke 1:32 
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Place  

Postage  

Doing Right 
(Romans 4:1-8) 

 
God shows us what _______________________ looks like 
 
 
 
 
 
But we realize that we ____________________________  
 
 
 
 
 
Yet Christ _______________________________________  
 
 
 
 
 
And then we _________________ . . . and this pleases God 
 
 
 

Zoom Meeting Tonight 
 
At 5:00 this evening, Chuck will host a Zoom meeting for any-
one from our church who wants to join in (max number of 
people in the room is 100). We’re working on ways to stay 
connected as a church, and this *might* be one way we can 
do that. There’s some trial and error with this, so please be 
patient as we figure out the best ways to serve our church 
family during this time. 
 
You’ll receive an email with instructions about how to join 
the meeting. You can use the free Zoom app (available for 
iPhones and Androids—links below), or you can dial in using 
your phone (the numbers will be in the email). 
 
App Store: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id546505307 
 
Google Play: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=us.zoom.videomeetings 
 
This meeting will be quite flexible, so we’ll see where God 
takes our time together. We hope that this will be an interac-
tive time where you can join in if you wish (or you can just 
listen/watch—whatever you prefer). We hope you’ll give it a 
shot. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 
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