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Hoover Ladies Newsletter  SPRING 2020
Philippians 3:12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have 
already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider 
myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what 
is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus. 

Have you ever participated in a race?  If so, your coach probably told 
you to “look directly ahead and keep your eyes on the finish line.” The 
coach knows that if you are running and you look all around or behind 
you, you will become distracted and loose speed.  But, if you stay 
focused on the finish line in front of you, looking neither to the right or 
the left, you will get there much faster.  God is much wiser than any 
human coach.  He wants us to be focused on Jesus as we go about our 
day, so that we can accomplish His will for our life.  Of course we have 
to prepare for and think about important things like our family, work, 
daily commitments and other activities.  However, in the midst of many 
distractions, we must stay focused on Jesus in order to be pleasing to 
God.   

How do we juggle the activities of life while still staying focused on 
Jesus?  The apostle Paul compares our daily life with running a race.  
He says that we must run with endurance, to reach the prize, which is 

life eternal with Jesus.  One way we can accomplish this is by praying several times a day- not only 
with meals or at bedtime.  Each time we are presented with a situation or a question and are unsure 
about how to respond, we should talk to Jesus about it.  Ask Him for His answer to the problem or 
question, His guidance, and His help.   

Another great way to stay focused on Jesus is by reading the Bible every day.  Jesus has the answer to 
so many of life’s situations in His teachings and parables.  

The apostle Paul also tells us that we should put all our past mistakes behind us.  It is hard to live each 
new day for Jesus when we are worried about something bad from the past.  When we ask Jesus for 
His forgiveness, He gives it – completely.  He also wipes it away from all memory; and we should too.   

Each new day is like participating in a new race.  We have the opportunity to run with our eyes fixed 
straight ahead, staying focused on Jesus, the grand prize!
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Faith as the Foundation 
Jamie Powell 

What are your dreams? On the home screen of my phone, on the farthest screen, in the farthest corner, I have a 
category entitled “What if…” Within are realty apps. Sometimes I still open them in search of my dream home. 
I'm not looking for a specific type of house or one that meets a long list of wishes. Instead, I dream that one day 
we'll be able to adopt lots of children, or at least foster them, and raise them in a place where they can truly 
experience God. In my dream, that looks like a big house with several rooms on several more acres. Dream big, 
no? 
What do you hope for, spiritually speaking? We all hope for Heaven, of course, but in this life, what are your 
spiritual goals? For several years now, I've aspired toward BIG faith. Faith that puts no bounds on an 
omnipotent God. Faith that knows and rests in the truth that His Sovereignty is good. On the dish that is set at 
His banquet table for me, faith that is every heaping spoonful of every single course, leaving no room for a 
scoop of fear or a dash of doubt or even a “but” as garnish. Given human nature, is it a realistic and worthy 
goal? If so, how do I get there? 
I would like to submit, first of all, that it is not only worthy; it is necessary. The Hebrews writer offers two very 
telling definitions of faith. Our more modern translations have whittled away the impact, but the King James 
defines faith with these two words: substance and evidence. The English word “substance” comes from two 
Latin stems--sub, meaning “under” (Think subway, subordinate.); stare, meaning “to stand”. Etymologically, 
substance is “that which stands under” or “underneath that which stands”. If faith is substance, it is that which 
stands under. In other words, faith is the foundation. In 2 Peter 1:5-9, Peter offers a list of beautiful Christian 
graces that should each be a part of our #spiritualgoals. However, not even one of them can exist without the 
foundation of faith. Substance is necessary. 
So, then, how does one make this necessary element a reality? This year in my Bible reading, I've been noticing 
smaller details--one or two words here and there--instead of bigger concepts. I tend to spend more time on 
concepts, so these phrases have been new to me. Earlier in the year, we read the parable of the wise and foolish 
men who each built a house before the onslaught of a flood (Luke 6). I think for the first time in my life, I 
noticed the words “dug deep”. They were spoken of the wise man in relation to the foundation that he was 
building for his house. In that instant, my entire “big concept” of the story shifted because of those two little 
words. I had always imagined a large rock jutting up from the ground, a roomy house built upon it because its 
builder, when given two options, made the wisest choice. But that picture is wrong.

As a Church family, we are reading daily devotionals from the “One Word” book.  

In a similar fashion, for the newsletters this year, we will also be focusing on one specific word for each 
month of 2020.  We will be using these verses from 2 Peter 1 as our source of inspiration;  

"2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who 
called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious 
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in 
the world caused by evil desires.

5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith virtue (goodness); and to virtue, 
knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For 
if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and 
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is 
nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.

10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you 
do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ"
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GROWING IN GODLINESS: VIRTUE
By: Kendyll Covington 

What does it mean to grow in godliness? We watch what we say, make sure to volunteer at 
the soup kitchens around town, give or donate money to different charities and causes, but what 
does it mean to grow in godliness as a Christian? Verse 5 in 2 Peter chapter 1 says “Make every effort 
to supplement your faith with virtue.” “Make every effort” suggests more than “just try.” It suggests 
deliberate action must be taken. Many can say they are growing in godliness, but if no action seems 
to be taken, are they really? Are you really? 
 People can see us by our fruits. The purpose of supplementing our faith with virtue (and all 
the other qualities listed under excellence in 2 Peter 1) is so that by our faith we might lead lives 
set apart. We live so that we might be seen by non-believers, or even believers less serious about 
their faith, that we might lead them to a better prioritized life – one where Christ is first in all 
things.  

As a kid, I was super confused about being fruitful. I didn’t see my mom’s fruit, my dad’s 
fruit, my preacher’s fruit because in my mind only trees bore fruit. As an adult I learned that the 
fruit was in my mom’s gentleness with us as children on Christmas Eve. My dad’s self-control and 
patience was in the time(s) he dried my brother off after a bath only to see him stick his leg right 
back in the bath water. I saw my preacher’s fruit in the patience he took every week bringing the 
Word to the church. One of my friends, Lesley, shared with me a story of how she got her best friend 
to come to church with her. Lesley’s co-worker, Mary, told her that when they first met she 
automatically knew she should be Lesley’s friend. Mary went on to say that she did not know what it 
was but that Lesley had a light about her that she wanted to be part of. Mary said it was because 
she saw Lesley bearing fruit, and she wanted to be a fruit bearer as well. She wanted to know what 
it was that made Lesley so different, so set apart from their other co-workers.  
 Lesley shared the light of Jesus with Mary without even realizing it, and now Mary continues 
to grow in her faith. All because Lesley decided to grow and live in godliness, and that is what verse 
8 in 2 Peter 1 tells us: “For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being 
ineffective or unfruitful…” Imagine if Lesley decided to live like everyone else the day Mary started 
working with her? 
 Think of the qualities in verses 5-7 as vitamins for your faith. Virtue is your Vitamin D. 
Vitamin D is provided by the sun, and through the sunshine life grows, changes, and is made new. 
Joe Everett says it best: “When we let our virtue shine, we unconsciously give other people 
permission to do the same.”

Instead of strolling along until he happened upon the perfect foundation, the wise man dug deep in order to 
find it. He put forth the time and put in the manual labor required in order to have something that would last. 
He was willing to do the hard thing for a better end result. The foolish man was after the quick fix. That is 
the difference. 
Do you want that BIG faith to serve as a solid foundation on which to build your spiritual house? A spiritual 
house with walls of goodness, a door of knowledge, windows of temperance, a floor of patience, a table set 
with brotherly kindness, stairs that lead to godliness, a fireplace that radiates the warmth of love? A house 
that breaks the raging floodwaters when they strike (because inevitably they will) instead of being broken by 
them? If you do, are you ready to do the hard things? Are you ready to dig deep? Are you willing to submit 
yourself to unpleasantness? No one, especially in our society, enjoys waiting, much less the waiting. But 
finding that Rock might take quite some time. It will definitely take a lot of work. I think those must be the 
keys to the dream house, or at least to its foundation: dig deep, work at it every single day, and wait. Then 
repeat.



Donna Rhodes  

Hometown:  Amarillo, Texas  
The place you have lived the longest: Pullman, Washington      
Favorites:   
Flower: Gerbera Daisy   
Color: Aqua Blue/Lime Green  
Holiday:  Christmas    
College or Sports Team:  Golden State Warriors (basketball)  
Meal to eat:   
What are your hobbies:  Pickleball, Water Aerobics, Walking, Games    
Best advice someone close to you has given you: 1.  Never prejudge people, regardless of their circumstances.  and  
2. Always treat people the way you want to be treated.   
What has God taught you recently:   Seek Him first, pray continuously, wait patiently and be thankful for my seasons in life.  
Any words to share with the women about your plans for walking with God this year:  I found my walk with God this 
past year was more fulfilling when I prayed and focused on others.  God answered more of my prayers and sharing the love of 
God was even a greater joy!  

SISTER TO SISTER Member Spotlight   

Emily Bedgood   

Hometown:  Vestavia Hills, Alabama  
The place you have lived the longest: Birmingham      
Favorites:   
Flower: Tulip   
Color: Purple   
Holiday:  Christmas    
College or Sports Team:  Alabama Crimson Tide  
Meal to eat:  Any meal my husband cooks ;)  
What are your hobbies:  Reading, singing, going to Broadway shows and music concerts, graphic design for education     
Best advice someone close to you has given you: Life is made up of seasons; sometimes good and sometimes bad.  Have 
faith in the fact that seasons pass, and what you are going through will not last forever.    
What has God taught you recently:   I do not have to bear by myself every anxious thought and the frustrations I have with 
this life.  He shares in my worries and He is our great Comforter.   
Any words to share with the women about your plans for walking with God this year:  Being a mother has impacted my 
spiritual life more than I ever expected.  My faithfulness to God is not only paramount to my life, but now I have a responsibility 
to lead my daughter in her faithfulness and guide her in her daily actions and choices.  For this, my love for God and His many 
mercies has grown tremendously, and I am thankful for this gift.  



SISTER TO SISTER Member Spotlight   
Brooke Williams   

Hometown: Decatur, AL  
The place you have lived the longest:  Birmingham  
Favorites:  
Color: Blue  
Holiday: Thanksgiving  
College or Sports Team: Alabama    
Meal to eat: Chicken Parmigiana     
What are your hobbies: I love doing projects on the house   
Best advice someone close to you has given you:  My daddy always said, “Be cool, be kind, and go to church on Sunday.”  
Act like you’ve been there, always choose to be kind, and God told us to worship because we need it.   
What has God taught you recently: Trust in his perfect timing.  He knows what we need, if we need it, and when we need it.   
Any words to share with the women about your walk with God this year:  He provides in ways I cannot explain except His 
goodness.  I don’t deserve what all He has done for me but I am so incredibly grateful!  

The clothing drive was a huge success at the big event in November. We were able to help so 
many people because of Hoover’s generosity. One thing that we were made aware of from the big 
event was that there is a huge need for necessities, such as underwear, socks, toiletries, and even 
feminine/incontinence supplies. After we had collected everything from the congregation, we still 
went out and bought more. Every single item was taken in about the first 20 minutes of the event. 
This year we want to be able to have even more of these necessities to offer, so we are asking for 
certain donations during particular quarters. We hope that this will allow you to donate even 
more throughout the year and not only when its close to time.  

Winter quarter(December, January, February): Men’s underwear and socks 

Spring quarter(March, April, May): Women’s underwear and socks  

Summer quarter(June, July, August):  Children’s underwear and socks  

Fall quarter(September, October, November): Toiletries, feminine products, diapers, medicines, 
first aid tools, etc. 

Please make sure that all of the items donated are NEW in package products.  Jamie Starnes 



Each quarter we will highlight some faith-based books or 
movies our ladies have read or seen.  If you’d like to 
submit a book or a film review, please email Denia 
Petruzella.  Include a short description of the book/
movie, and what you learned from it. 

The Scars that have Shaped Me: How God Meets us in Suffering 
by Vaneetha Rendall Risner 

The Scars that have Shaped Me is the story of Vaneetha Risner, a woman who has endured 
immense heartache throughout her life. She shares her pain in raw, honest form and brings 
to light different questions and struggles that she has had in her journey. This book is very 
relatable for anyone who has ever asked the question “why” or received an answer to 
prayer contrary to what they were hoping. She assures us that God is always working in our 
lives, even when we cannot see it; and sometimes our greatest heartaches can become our 
greatest blessings. 

This book is written so that all parts can be read separately and do not have to be read 
consecutively. Main topics include prayers of lament, feeling forgotten, waiting on God, 
loneliness, being thankful, God’s grace, and finding joy. She expresses her own 
vulnerabilities and questions in a way that bring glory to God and give hope to the reader 
that, even in our suffering, God is always there and always working. 

She has a blog that deals with these same topics, which can be found at  

https://www.vaneetha.com/. (Review by Tiffany Roberts)  

https://www.vaneetha.com/
https://www.vaneetha.com/
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FAITH IN ACTION  
november -  

walk for water  

Young  
at heart  
birthday  

celebration



RECENT EVENTS 

breakfast  
with  

santa    

Ladies Cookie Swap    



�
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FAITH IN ACTION december  -  
nursing home visits and singing 

secret sister reveal     



�
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valentine banquet     
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Tuesday mornings -               

Ladies Bible Study and 
Fellowship 

We Study from 10:30 to 
11:30, close in  prayer 

together. 

Afterward most ladies go to 
lunch together.       Looking Ahead  

February 21 
Young at Heart Game Night 

February 28 
   Peru Mission Trip 

   March 29
   Fellowship Meal  

   April 10-12 
   Lads to Leaders Convention  

   May 18
   Philippines Mission Trip  

   May 26 
  Lads to Leaders Banquet

    
  Welcome New Sisters In Christ! Zippora Bloodsaw

Rebecca Harris  

Bridget, Brielle and Rayna  Johnson

Tiffany, Adelaide, Lucy, Julianne 
and Maebry McKeown 

 Corinne Winningham  

We Congratulate  

Adam and Laura 
Lyles on the birth of 

Owen Alexander     

November 19th 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO 
PARTICIPATED IN THE HOOVER 

CHURCH OF CHRIST BLOOD 
DRIVES! 

69 UNITS OF LIFE SAVING BLOOD 
WERE DONATED IN 2019
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KIDS CORNER 

BIBLE Humor

 God is Loving (Word Scramble)  
Read the verses to unscramble the words and learn more about God’s love. 
  
1. John 3:16  

“For God so loved the ______________ that He gave His one and only Son, that  
   (DOWLR) 
whoever ____________________ in Him shall not _________________ but have  
  (SEVBIELE)     (SPREIH)  
___________________ life.  
 (NLEATRE)  

2. Psalm 13:5  

“But I trust in Your__________________ love; my heart rejoices in Your  
   (NIUFNALGI)  
____________________.”  
(OSLVAAINT)  

3. Romans 5:5b  

“God’s love has been _________________ out into our hearts through the  
   (PDORUE)  
_____________ _________________ , who has been given to us.”  
    (LYOH)   (IPTSRI)  

4. 2 Thessalonians 3:5  

“May the Lord ___________________ your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s  
      (ICDRTE)  


