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March 1, 2020 Do it 
 

Mark Twain famously quipped, “It ain’t those parts of the Bible that I can’t understand 
that bother me; it is the parts that I do understand.” 

I’m not sure exactly how he meant that, but in some ways I agree with him. 

There’s a lot about the Bible I don’t grasp, but I’ve got plenty to do just to work on the 
parts I get. 

Here’s one of the parts I understand: God wants us to do what he says. 

You already knew that, of course, but it doesn’t hurt us to be reminded. 

It’s easy to get lulled into a sense of complacency and forget some of the basics. 

James emphasizes this point here, and his in-your-face approach shows how serious he 
is about making himself clear: 

Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 
Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the 
altar? You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by 
his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. You see that a 
person is justified by works and not by faith alone. And in the same way was not also 
Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent 
them out by another way? For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith 
apart from works is dead (James 2:20-26). 

It jumped out at me recently how sometimes God tests people’s faith by telling them to 
do something that doesn’t make any sense at all. In Abraham’s case, what God com-
manded him not only didn’t make sense, but it was also completely contrary to God’s 
nature. 

Did Abraham trust him enough to do something sinful? Did he believe in God strongly 
enough to offer a child sacrifice, a horrible practice he’d turned his back on when he 
began walking with God? 

Yes he did. By this point in his life he’d learned just to trust God . . . to do whatever he 
said. 

And that’s a pretty good lesson for all of us. It’s not hard to do right when it’s relatively 
low sacrifice. It’s easy to follow Jesus when the road is smooth. 

But I think God is interested in something more substantial than that. He wants to know 
if our faith will lead us to do something more significant than attend church services, 
smile pretty, and act Christian-ish. 

I think he wants to know if we have real faith—genuine, life-changing, God-honoring 
trust. The kind that obeys even when what God said doesn’t make sense. 

Even when it’s different from what we want to do. Even when it hurts. 

James’ major point in this section is that there’s no such thing as a faith that doesn’t 
obey. That’s a faith that’s dead, which isn’t faith at all.   —Chuck 

 



Today 
 

Visitors, please join our Brothers’ 
Keepers after our morning worship 
service in the Fellowship Hall for a 
luncheon that has been prepared just 
for you. Unit 1 (the Weimers) and Unit 
2 (the Warrens) will be hosting the 
lunch. 
 
The Weekly Devotional at the AHEPA 3 
Apartments meets today at 3:30pm. 

 
 
 

Family News & Events 
 
Our medical missions team is in Peru 
and will return on March 7. Please 
pray that God will keep them safe and 
that he will equip them to share the 
love of Jesus with hundreds of Peruvi-
ans through their acts of service. 
Our 2020 team includes the following 
Hoover members: Caleb Henry, Kyle 
Bedgood, Donnie Winningham, Wes 
Blankenship, Rick Williams, Marcus 
Harris, Walden and Karisa Schlundt, 
Becky Smith, Will Spurlin, and Steven 
Gaither.  
 
There will be a Spaghetti Dinner to 
sponsor Backwoods Christian Camp on 
Sunday, March 8, after the evening 
worship hour. 
 
All men are invited to a Men’s Night 
with cards, fun, and fellowship in the 
Fellowship Hall on Saturday, March 
14, from 6:00pm-???! The cost is $5 
per person, and this will cover dinner 
for the night. Please sign up—there is a 
sheet on the back rail in the auditori-
um. If you have any questions, please 
see Jonathan Weimer or Jon Hunt. 
  
If anyone is interested in going to Guy-
ana on July 3-11 for mission work, 
please let Mike Clelland know by the 
end of March. 
 
The Ladies’ Spring Newsletter is now 
online, or you can pick up a hard copy 
in the auditorium. 
 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
 

Sunday Morning 
 

Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Johnny Johnson 
 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Sid Aultman 
 
Communion: Joel Abbott 
 
Servers: 
Bill Freeman  Corbin Holland 
Daniel Warren  Darrell Smith 
Keegan Holland  Nathan Guill 
Tom Kidwell  Wade Warren 
Alternates: Will Spurlin / Adam Lyles 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
Closing Prayer: William Lyles 
 
Ushers:  
Corey Covington, Sr. / Jim Petruzella 
 
Nursery AM & PM: Kay Lyles 
 

Sunday Evening 
 

Song Leader: Darrell Powell 
 
Opening Prayer: RJ Arnold 
 
Devotional: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion:  
Darren Hicks / Kyle Bedgood 
 
Discussion Class:  
Chuck Webster / Jon Hunt 
 
Closing Prayer: Kyle Percer 
 
Baptistery: Charity Blackmon 
 
Communion Trays Preparation:  
Jeff & Rachel Mathews 
 
Communion Cups Pick-Up:  
Corinne Winningham /  
Caleb Winningham 
 
Audio/Video: Marc Handley 
 
Facility Concerns:  
facilities@hoovercoc.org 
 
Elder of the Month:  
Jimmy Lyles 
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Youth 
 

The hotel costs for the Lads to Leaders 
Conventions is due today. If you have 
any questions or if you have paid this 
online, please let Kyle Wadley know. 
 
There will be a Youth Devotional and 
Fellowship at the home of Michelle 
Judd tonight after the evening worship 
hour.  
 
The Youth Group will meet at Chick-fil-A 
this Wednesday, March 4, at 5:30pm. 
 
The next Area-Wide Devotional and Fel-
lowship will be hosted by Hoover on 
Sunday, March 15. 
 
Save the date, Saturday, March 28, on 
your calendar for our Easter Egg Hunt! 
 
Below are the dates and times for our 
Lads to Leaders Workshops: 
• TODAY! March 15, April 5 (Puppets       

         Only) 
        1:15-1:45: Speech 
      1:45-2:15: Song Leading/Songs of     

Praise 
         2:15-3:30: Bible Bowl 
         3:30-4:30: Puppets 
• Friday: March 6, March 13,               

       March 20, April 3 
       5:30-6:30: Bible Bowl 
       6:30-7:00: Dinner Provided 
       7:00-8:00: Puppets 
 

 
Happy Anniversary 

 
Lee & Patty Bowman  March 3 
John & Monica Robinson March 5 

 

Happy Birthday 
 

Spencer Dalton   March 1 
Annika Dalton   March 1 
Corey Covington, Sr.   March 2 
Matt Graham   March 2 
Clark Sharit   March 3 
Madelyn Hunt   March 3 
Shawna Brown   March 5 
Pam Blankenship  March 7 
Charity Blackmon  March 7 
Jessica Cicero   March 7 



  Carelines 
 

Remember our shut-ins: Jim Banks, Jeff 
Nabors, Rowena English, Joyce Baker, Lynne 
Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Linda Gra-
ham, Rex Anderson, Kaci Melton, Joy 
Brooks, Clara Thomas, Celeste Till, Hosea 
Dallas, Gale Jett, Virgie Banks, Sylvia Huff-
man, Sarah Washington, and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Gy Elly 
(young man from Tanzania), Bernard Still 
(Doris Sankey’s brother), Sharon Lyons 
(Doris Sankey’s sister), Walter Thomas 
(visitor at Hoover), Dr. Lynn Simmons 
(Lajuana Logan’s friend), Eli Hairston (Emily 
Hamm’s school friend), and Carl Anderson 
(Sarah Washington’s cousin). 
 
Geraldine Washington needs our prayers; 
she has various health issues and is experi-
encing a lot of pain. 
 
Ben and Terry Marlowe, friends of Jim and 
Christy Reece, are going through some very 
trying times. Ben’s father passed away a 
year ago, his mother passed away last 
month, and Terry has just received a dis-
turbing diagnosis. 
 
Dick Smith had a procedure and is having 
complications due to an infection. Please 
pray for his healing. 
 
Daphne Smith, Reggie’s co-worker’s daugh-
ter, is undergoing seven months of chemo-
therapy—her biopsy showed stage 2 can-
cer. Please pray for her strength and heal-
ing as she goes through these treatments. 
 
Jim Banks continues to need our prayers. 
He is still at South Haven Health & Rehab, 
3141 Old Columbiana Road, Room 112 (He 
was moved to a new room), Birmingham 
35226-3703.  
 
The test results for Wayne Handley, Marc 
Handley’s Dad, were inconclusive. The doc-
tors think that his problems are caused by 
dementia. 
 
Charles Webster, Chuck’s Dad, is feeling 
somewhat better and is going through re-
hab. If you’d like to send him a note, his 
address is 455 Mason Road, Medina, TN 
38355. 
 
Mike Clelland had an angiogram and re-
ceived good results—there were no major 
blockages.  
 
 
 

Attendance and Offering 
February 23, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Class: 164 
Worship AM: 261 
Worship PM: 160 
Wednesday PM: 177 

 
Contribution: $13,862.73  
Weekly Budget:  
Weekly Average: $15,800.42 
Contribution to Date: $126,403.36 

 
  

                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 
• Peru 
 
“How then will they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? And 
how are they to believe in him of 
whom they have never heard? And 
how are they to hear without someone 
preaching? And how are they to 
preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of 
those who preach the good news?” 
—Romans 10:14-15 

Spring Quarter Adult Sunday Classes 
 
The Spring Quarter begins today, and we 
have new classes to choose from. Below is 
a list of the classes, the teachers, and their 
topics for the quarter: 
 Auditorium, Carl Logan, The Truth 

About Giving: This study is from the 
book by Kyle Butt & John Farber enti-
tled The Truth About Giving—God’s 
Dare to Give Scripturally. 

 Library, Rick Williams / Jason McKe-
own, Walking Through the Valley: 
Christian Life in Times of Suffering: 
Grief, pain, suffering, and death will 
come to us all in this life. This study 
will explore these common threads of 
our human existence and how we re-
spond as Christians. 

 Room 11, Harold Rhodes, Finding 
Peace: Jesus tells us in John 14:27, 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give you, not as the world gives.” This 
study focuses on what the scriptures 
tell us about the peace which surpass-
es understanding, and striving to reach 
the level of being content in all circum-
stances. 

 Room 10, Darrell Powell, Hope: This 
study is about putting our HOPE only 
in God. Without Him, our days may be 
spent grasping for control of our lives 
or paralyzed in fear. 

 
 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: Today 
begins Week 9 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of Kind-
ness. This is pages 57-62 of the One Word 
devotional book. 
Sunday, March 1: Matthew 9:1-17; Leviti-
cus 3-4; Proverbs 20 
Monday, March 2: Matthew 9:18-38; Le-
viticus 5-6; Proverbs 21 
Tuesday, March 3: Matthew 10:1-25; Le-
viticus 7-8; Proverbs 22 
Wednesday, March 4: Matthew 10:26-42; 
Leviticus 9-10; Proverbs 23 
Thursday, March 5: Matthew 11:1-19; Le-
viticus 11-12; Proverbs 24 
Friday, March 6: Matthew 11:20-30; Leviti-
cus 13; Proverbs 25 
Saturday, March 7: Matthew 12:1-21; Le-
viticus 14; Proverbs 26 
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Place  

Postage  

Up From Lo-debar: A Story of Kindness 
(2 Samuel 9) 

 
 
Is there anyone left to whom I may show _____________? 
 
 
 
 
“Kindness” as an important characteristic of ___________ 
 
 
 
 
Anticipating a ____________________________ kindness 
 
 
 
 
“And the Lord’s servant must be ____________________”  
(2 Timothy 2:24) 

 Love and Forgiveness: A Discussion Class 
 
Over the past couple of weeks, we’ve been reading about 
Love and Kindness in our One Word devotional books. 
Please plan to be here at 5:00 this evening as Jon Hunt and 
Chuck Webster help us reflect as a congregation about 
how these attributes ought to characterize our lives as fol-
lowers of Jesus. 
 
If you have questions that you’d like for us to answer, 
please email them to Chuck at chuck.preacher@gmail.com. 
We’ll also give you an opportunity to share some thoughts 
tonight in our class. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

mailto:chuck.preacher@gmail.com

