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Thanksgiving and Christmas are right around the corner.  While neither is a Biblically 
designated holiday; being thankful and celebrating the Messiah are essential elements 
of our faith and should be observed by us each and every day of the year.  As we first 
prepare for Thanksgiving, we have the opportunity to think about all the many 
blessings God has so richly lavished on us here in this country, and on us as His 
chosen people.  And it is fitting for us to recall some of the verses we have read 
throughout this year as a congregation that speak to our gratitude for all He has done 
for us. 

Psalm 7:17 
I will give to the Lord the thanks due to his righteousness, and I will sing praise to the name of the Lord, the Most 
High.

Psalm 95:1-3 
Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us come into his presence 
with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! For the Lord is a great God, and a great King 
above all gods.

1 Chronicles 16:8 
Give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the people.

When we then “move on” to the next occassion and begin to decorate our homes for Christmas, we should continue 
our spirit of thanksgiving for the free gift given to us by God - the greatest of all gifts - salvation through His Son, 
Jesus Christ.   You have heard the saying “Jesus is the reason for the season” in reference to Christmas. So yes, let us 
use this festive time of the year, when the world is somewhat focused on the birth of Jesus, to reflect on the miracle of 
the virgin birth, the perfect example He set for us while living, and the ultimate sacrifice He made for us through His 
death.  Here are a few more verses that we can meditate on from our reading of the Bible to help us stay focused.  

Isaiah 9:6 
A child is born to us!   A son is given to us!   And he will be our ruler.
He will be called, “Wonderful Counselor,”   “Mighty God,” “Eternal Father,”   “Prince of Peace.”

John 1:14 
The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. We saw his glory, the glory which he 
received as the Father’s only Son. 

John 14:6 
Jesus answered him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one goes to the Father except by me.” 

Acts 4:12 
Salvation is to be found through him alone; in all the world there is no one else whom God has given who can save us.
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The Church Still Loves You When You’re Broken
By Tiffany Roberts 

Have you ever felt defeated? Have you ever felt hopeless? 

Have you ever walked into a church building and felt like you didn’t belong? You look around and see 

everyone in their nice clothes with their smiling faces. You think to yourself, “If they ever knew my doubt, 

they would be so disappointed in me.” And you purse your lips into a fake smile and when someone says, 

“how are you?” you respond, with a rote and rehearsed, “fine.” 

But on the inside, you are hurting. And when you enter the privacy of your home, you place your head into 

your pillow and cry. You wrestle with doubt and despair and wonder why you are the recipient of so much 

pain. You have so many unanswered questions and even more unanswered prayers. You feel lost and 

alone. Perhaps you even blame yourself. 

I’m here to tell you that it’s okay to be broken. And it’s okay to not be “fine.” 

Entering a church building is not meant to be a facade where you don your mask and play the role of a 

perfectly self-assured, contented individual for those around you. 

On the contrary, it is with our brothers and sisters in Christ where our vulnerabilities and insecurities are 

not ours alone to bear. It is here, amidst our family, where our burdens should become lighter, being lifted 

by those who love us. 

“Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.” -Galatians 6:2 

The church still loves you when you’re broken. 

The church loves you when you’re doubting, when you’re struggling, and when you’re lost. And when 

you walk into church feeling weary and forsaken, you don’t need to don your mask. 

While you are crying, let us cry out to God for you when you are no longer able to form the words. When 

the load is too heavy and you begin to stumble, allow us the blessing of sharing the weight. When your 

mind is weary from your mental struggles, let us contend and grapple with you. When the road ahead 

seems steep and endless, let us climb it with you, arms outstretched to catch you. Because we were never 

meant to face our burdens alone. 

https://comesailaway22.wordpress.com/2018/11/01/the-church-still-loves-you-when-youre-broken/
https://comesailaway22.wordpress.com/2018/11/01/the-church-still-loves-you-when-youre-broken/
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“Two are better than one, Because they have a good reward for their labor. For if they fall, one will lift up his 

companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, For he has no one to help him up. 

Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm; But how can one be warm alone? Though one may be 

overpowered by another, two can withstand him.  

And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.”  

-Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 

It’s hard to see God in the midst of trials. When you’re lying in a hospital bed for what seems like the thousandth 

time, praying for answers and getting none; when you’re staring into the casket of a loved one taken far too soon; 

when the job search is relentless and disheartening, and the words of rejection consume you; when temptations and 

sin seek us at our weakest moments and threaten to overwhelm us. That’s when we realize that our only hope is to 

cry out to Jesus. And our brothers and sisters in Jesus are there to guide and lift us back to Him when we have lost 

our way. 

“If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. Now you are the 

body of Christ and individually members of it.”  

I Corinthians 12:26-27 

One thing I love about Hoover is what happens when someone responds to the invitation. Inevitably, they are 

joined in their walk to the front by ten, twenty, thirty other members. When someone is coming to ask for prayers, 

to ask for forgiveness or to confess their sins, they never make that walk alone.  

“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.”  

-1 Peter 4:8 

The next time you are hurting or doubting or struggling, know that you don’t have to pretend. You don’t have to 

don your mask. It’s okay to not be okay. 

No matter your circumstances. No matter your doubt. No matter your past. 

You are loved.  

You are cherished. 

You are never too broken. 

You are never alone. 

 



Virgie Banks  

Hometown:  Oakman, AL in Walker County  
The place you have lived the longest: Birmingham     
Favorites:   
Flower: Rose    
Color: Rose 
Holiday:  Thanksgiving   
College or Sports Team:  Auburn — War Eagle!  
Meal to eat: Chicken dressing, potato salad, green been casserole, cranberry sauce, roll and pecan casserole    
What are your hobbies:  Crafts made with poly mesh and some crochet     
Best advice someone close to you has given you: I didn't want to place my husband in a nursing home, as I had so many 
doubts.  Could I have done this or that to keep him home? No,  I would come home from nursing home visits and tears of guilt 
would flow. A caring person spoke to me, assuring this was best for me and my husband. Deep down I knew this was best for 
my health and sanity.     
 What has God taught you recently:   Patience  
Any words to share with the women about your plans for walking with God this year:  
My walk with God this year has taken me down many paths. It has been difficult, challenging, and struggle. The most difficult 
was placing my husband in a nursing home. At that same time, I was struggling with some unexpected health issues. The worst 
one was Clostridium Difficile  None of the antibiotics while in the hospital helped. There were times, I wondered if this stuff 
would kill me. I prayed and others were praying for me, and I knew God was walking beside me. 
Then the medical team told me about a procedure that had helped others. At this point, I was willing to try anything to stop 
this stuff. On the fourteenth day, I had a fecal implant which was successful. I was discharged from the hospital on the 
eighteenth day, however, it took eight more weeks to be fully well! 

Mark 11:24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it and it will be yours. 
James 1:2-3  Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness. 
James 5:16  The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  

SISTER TO SISTER Member Spotlight   



Emma Warren  

Hometown: Birmingham, AL  
The place you have lived the longest: Indian Springs  
Favorites -  
Flower: Carnation  
Color: Turquoise  
College or Sports Team:  Alabama  
Meal to Eat: Roast, carrots, rice and green beans  
What are your hobbies: Cheerleading  
Best advice someone close to you has given you: Always keep working hard  
What has God taught you recently: 
God always has a bigger plan, even if we don’t see it right away.  

Keenya Matthews  

Hometown: Montgomery, AL  
The place you have lived the longest:  Birmingham  
Favorites:  
Color: Blue  
Holiday: Christmas 
College or Sports Team: Golden State Warriors   
Meal to eat: Hibachi Chicken and Fried Rice    
What are your hobbies: Reading, bowling (I’m not very good, but I like it)   
Best advice someone close to you has given you:  To always be mindful of how I treat others because you never know where 
life will take you and  who you will need help from along the way.   
What has God taught you recently: To trust Him in all circumstances    
Any words to share with the women about your walk with God this year:  Romans 8:28 - For those who love God, all 
things work together for good… 

SISTER TO SISTER Member Spotlight   



Each quarter we will highlight some faith-based books or movies 
our ladies have read or seen.  If you’d like to submit a book or a 
film review, please email Denia Petruzella.  Include a short 
description of the book/movie, and what you learned from it. 

Book Review: The Hole in Our Holiness by Kevin DeYoung
 
The Hole in Our Holiness is now on my list of favorite books. DeYoung’s book did an 
excellent job of dispelling the false belief that there is tension between grace and holiness. 
This false belief creates Christians whose misunderstanding of grace causes them to rely 
on it to excuse their lack of holiness. As a result, some Christians have areas of their lives 
characterized by worldliness and unrepentant sin. There is a hole in their holiness… 
However, Spirit empowered holiness is evidence of a Christian, and highlights a 
commitment to walk as Jesus walked. DeYoung helped me fully grasp the great honor of 
our holy God setting Christians apart to live in a way to reflect His holiness and love.
 
DeYoung excellently pointed out that holiness is not mere rule keeping. Just like the 
Pharisees, we can appear externally moral and have hearts far from God. The holiness that 
God seeks springs forth from a heart of love for God. Jesus said, “If you love Me you will 
keep My commandments.” (John 14:15)  Our Lord did not say this in a guilt-inducing way, 
but to point out that the essence and motivation of obedience is love. Love will spur us on 
and help us turn away from all behaviors that dishonor the commitment we made to Him.
 
There is one paragraph in the book that I keep rereading because it sums up holiness in 
practical terms. It reads: You can think of holiness, to employ a metaphor, as the 
sanctification of your body. The mind is filled with the knowledge of God and fixed on what 
is good. The eyes turn away from sensuality and shudder at the sight of evil. The mouth 
tells the truth and refuses to gossip, slander, or speak what is coarse or obscene. The spirit 
is earnest, steadfast, and gentle. The heart is full of joy instead of hopelessness, patience 
instead of irritation, kindness instead of anger, humility instead of pride, and thankfulness 
instead of envy. The sexual organs are pure, being reserved for the privacy of marriage 
between one man and one woman. The feet move toward the lowly and away from 
senseless conflict, divisions, and wild parties. The hands are quick to help those in need 
and ready to fold in prayer. This is the anatomy of holiness.”
 
This book fanned the flames of my desire to live a holy and consecrated life so my light will 
shine more brightly. As I fully embrace holiness, the beautiful light it creates will shine, and 
one of the main reasons for holiness will be realized- so the lost may know I am a child of 
God and desire Him.  

Felicia Arnold
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12 Christmas Prayers - Experience Joy and Family Happiness This Holiday 
From Crosswalkcom Compiled by the Editorial staff at Crosswalk  

As we approach the holiday season, we are faced with yet another opportunity to pause in the midst 
of all the excitement, decorations, and commercialization, to consider again the origin of Christmas--
the One whose birth we celebrate. Let's not forget the true meaning of why we celebrate during this 
time of year. Celebrate the baby Jesus and trust Him as Savior today.  Reflect on the joy and hope of 
the holiday season with these Christmas prayers: 

1. A Prayer to Keep Christmas Simple 
Dear Lord, don't let us miss You this Christmas season. Help us to simplify our activities and 
traditions so we can focus our celebration on Your birth. Thank You for being the Prince of Peace, 
and I ask You for that supernatural peace to reign in our hearts. Thank You for the simple but life-
changing message of Your love for us. In Jesus' Name, Amen. 

2. A Prayer to Remember What Christmas is All About 
Lord, I thank You for coming to earth so You could redeem me. When I think of the extent to which 
You were willing to go in order to save me, it makes me want to shout, to celebrate, and to cry with 
thankfulness. You love me so much, and I am so grateful for that love. Without You, I would still be 
lost and in sin. But because of everything You have done for me, today I am free; my life is blessed; 
Jesus is my Lord; Heaven is my home; and Satan has no right to control me. I will be eternally 
thankful to You for everything You did to save me! I pray this in Jesus' name!  

3. A Prayer for Peace During Holiday Season 
Lord, in a season when every heart should be happy and light, many of us are struggling with the 
heaviness of life—burdens that steal the joy right out of our Christmas stockings. Crazy weather 
disasters strike, ravaging peaceful homes and interrupting the lives of unsuspecting residents. 
Tragedy arrives as innocent victims suffer, and an inner voice whispers, “Be afraid!” We need your 
peace, Jesus. 

Lord, we still carol the wonderful message, huddled beneath winter caps on snow-covered porches, 
or from church pews. Yet we confess that our hearts are too often filled with wonder of a different 
kind: wondering when the bills will be paid, when the terror will stop, when rest will come. Will it 
ever? Is the message still true? 

In a world where worry, not peace, prevails, stir up that good news again. This Christmas, make it 
real in our hearts. Never have we needed Your joy and peace more than now. Thank You for the gift 
of Jesus, our Immanuel, the Word made flesh. Forgive us for forgetting—that Your love never 
changes, never fades, and that You never abandon the purpose for which You came: to save us 
from our sinful condition, and to give us life eternal, the joy of relationship with a holy God. Your 
birth—and Your death—sealed Your promise to us forever. 

For those whose hearts are battered by sorrow or broken relationships, for those whose lives know 
only conflict and confusion, for those whose bodies are tired and tested beyond their ability to 
endure this year—precious Savior, draw them close to You. Let them know You are still the same 
Jesus who was born of a virgin, not in a hospital but an animal barn, laid in a manger of hay. You 
are still the One sent by a heavenly Father who offered not condemnation for our sins, but love and 
forgiveness—and daily, divine fellowship. 
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We not only need Your peace and joy; Lord, we crave it. You’ve promised rest for the weary, victory 
for the battle-scarred, peace for the anxious, and acceptance for the broken hearted—not just at 
Christmas, but every day of every year. 

Release the joy in us that’s been crushed by pride, wrong priorities, or world events. Tear down the 
strongholds that have held us captive far too long. Extinguish the flames of apprehension that rob 
us of a calm, quiet spirit. Show us again the beauty of that holy night so many centuries ago. 

Your name is still called “Wonderful,” “Counselor,” “The Mighty God,” “The Everlasting Father,” and 
“The Prince of Peace.” As Your children, we cry out for a fresh filling, and a new awareness of Who 
You are. We choose by faith to make the “good news of great joy” a reality in our own lives, so 
others can see us as lighted trees of life, pointing to You this Christmas. We know one day every 
knee will bow and every tongue will confess that You are Lord. And we also know that peace on 
earth can only come when hearts find peace with You. 

You are still our Joy. You are still our Peace. You are no longer a babe in the manger. You are Lord of 
lords and King of kings. And we still celebrate You as Lord—this Christmas and always. 

4. Christmas Eve Benediction/Prayer 
May we be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the 
eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child. 
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless us now and forever. 

5. A Short Prayer of Christmas Thanks 
Thank you God for sending Your Son on one glorious night to be born of a virgin, to live a perfect 
life and to die on the cross for my sins. Thank you that he rose from the dead three days later and 
that this Christmas and every Christmas we can celebrate the gift of eternal life through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

6. A Prayer to Keep God at the Center During the Holidays 
Lord, We worship You during this Christmas season. You are our wonderful Counselor, mighty God, 
everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). We choose to put You at the center of our 
family life as the world celebrates Your birth. Keep us from distractions and help us to invite You into 
all our family activities. Teach us to pray and help us to glorify and worship You in our family during 
this busy time of year. Give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation that we might know You better 
(Ephesians 1:17). Thank you for being Immanuel, “God with us.” Open our eyes to realize this each 
day as we interact with others. Help us to be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one 
another, just as You forgave us (Ephesians 4:32). Show us creative ways to love and care for those 
outside our home. Fill us to overflowing with Your love for the lost. Teach us to do acts of kindness 
to those who are in need at this time of year. May our family be a refreshment and light to others. 
We ask You to touch with salvation those in our family who do not know You [Name those 
individuals]. Open their hearts to Your great love for them. Help us to share Your Truth and be Your 
light. You are the Savior of the world.  

We love Your Word and choose to make it central in our family life. Your Word is alive and active—
It’s sharper than any double-edged sword—It judges the thoughts and attitudes of our hearts 
(Hebrews 4:12). We long to align ourselves spiritually with You and Your Word every day. 
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We want to pray your Word with Your authority, and with greater faith and obedience in our lives as 
we approach this New Year. We rejoice in following Your statutes as one rejoices in great riches. We 
meditate on Your precepts and consider Your ways. We delight in Your decrees. We will not neglect 
Your Word. Open our eyes that we may see wonderful things in Your law. We run in the path of Your 
commands, for You have set our hearts free (Psalm 119:14-16, 18, 32). 

Lord, we want to be passionate about the things you are passionate about. Help each member of 
our family to be a student of the Bible. Teach us to pray Your Word out loud in our family devotions 
in such a way that we see mighty spiritual breakthroughs in our home, friends, school, and 
workplace. Help us declare prophetic promises and decrees from Your Word. We want to experience 
the life-giving power of Your Word on a daily basis in our family. Show us truth in Your Word, and 
bring it to life through our prayers. Open the eyes of our hearts that we may be enlightened in order 
to know the hope to which You have called us, the riches of our glorious inheritance in You and Your 
incomparable great power (Ephesians 1:18-19). In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

7. A Prayer for the Merry...and the Not-So-Merry 
Father God, We thank You and praise You today for the miracle of Your Son's birth. Thank You for 
bringing great JOY to the whole world! Thank You for giving us the assurance that because You 
came to us in the form of a human, we who believe in Jesus can know with absolute certainty that 
we'll spend eternity with You.  We thank You, Lord, for the many reasons we have been given a 
merry Christmas. And we rejoice for each blessing. New life. New love. A home. A job. New 
opportunities. Second chances. And more. 

We know, Lord, that You bring the sun and the moon and set the stars in motion. You tell the ocean 
where to stop and the snow when to start. And we thank You for the mighty gift of Your creation. 

Thank You, Father, for spiritual leaders and faith-filled friends who keep encouraging us when we 
are close to giving up. 

And although we have many reasons to rejoice today, Lord, we also know December 25th can be 
not-so-merry for a whole host of reasons. We pray for those who are experiencing loss this 
Christmas: relational, financial, spiritual and physical. 

We pray for those who are coping with loving a prodigal and our friends and family members whose 
hearts are far from You. We pray for those dealing with unemployment and addictions and chronic 
sickness ... and unending pain and frustrations of all kinds. Thank You, Lord, that You are The 
Wonderful Counselor and Prince of Peace, even in the midst of our not-so-merry circumstances. 

Finally, Lord, we ask You to grant us peace. Peace in our homes, peace in our churches, and peace 
in our hearts, when the world all around us spins out-of-control. Help us to stay focused on You, this 
Christmastime and always. Thank You for loving the whole world enough to send the greatest gift, 
Your Son, so that we might truly have a very merry Christmas. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

8. A Prayer to Re-focus During the Holiday Season 
Dear God, sometimes I get too caught in the Christmas commercialism. OK, a lot of times. Today, 
I’m going to refocus my heart and remember why I’m celebrating this wonderful day in the first 
place. I’m celebrating Jesus today…and every day! In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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9. A Prayer for the Days After Christmas 
Dear God, Help us to focus on you today, remembering that the gift of Christ, Immanuel, is our 
most treasured gift for the whole year through. Fill us with your joy and the peace of your Spirit. 
Direct our hearts and minds towards you. Thank you for your reminder that both in seasons of 
celebration and in seasons of brokenness, you’re still with us. You never leave us. Thank you for 
your daily Presence in our lives, that we can be assured your heart is towards us, your eyes are over 
us, and your ears are open to our prayers. Thank you that you surround us with favor as with a 
shield, we are safe in your care. We choose to press in close to you today… In Jesus’ name, Amen 

10. A Christmas Tree Blessing (taken from Psalm 96 and Ezekial 17) 
Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. Sing to the LORD, praise his name; 
proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds 
among all peoples. For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all 
gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and 
majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary. Ascribe to the LORD, all you families 
of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
bring an offering and come into his courts. Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; 
tremble before him, all the earth. Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” The world is firmly 
established, it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity. Let the heavens rejoice, let 
the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it. Let the fields be jubilant, and everything 
in them; let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, for he 
comes, he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his 
faithfulness. - Psalm 96  “‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will take a shoot from the 
very top of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it 
on a high and lofty mountain. On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it will produce 
branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find 
shelter in the shade of its branches. All the trees of the forest will know that I the LORD bring down 
the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. 
“ ‘I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’” - Ezekial 17:22-24 

11. A Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Birth of Jesus 
Father, today I celebrate the reality of Your presence in my life. I celebrate Your birth, Your life, Your 
death, and Your resurrection. And as I celebrate, Lord, help me to be "God with skin on" to those in 
need around me. Open my eyes and let me see them as You see them! I love You. In Jesus name, 
Amen.  

12. A Prayer of Christmas Thanks 
Dear Lord, don't let us miss You this Christmas season. Help us to simplify our activities and 
traditions so we can focus our celebration on Your birth. Thank You for being the Prince of Peace, 
and I ask You for that supernatural peace to reign in our hearts. Thank You for the simple but life-
changing message of Your love for us. In Jesus' Name, Amen.
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FAITH IN ACTION  
may and October -  
singing at somerby 



RECENT EVENTS fall festival    
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FAITH IN ACTION november -  
Annual Food and Clothing Drive



New Years Resolution by Denia Petruzella 

It seems like only yesterday we opened our Bibles to Genesis 1 to begin reading through the entire 
Bible as a church family.   And now as we approach the holiday season, we understand that come 
December 31, 2019 we will be finishing up with Revelation 22.  To close out our year long study, how 
fitting to read some passages from the closing book of the Bible.  Passages that should fill our hearts 
with gratitude, cheer, hope and faith that even Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year festivities 
cannot rival – John’s description of Heaven.   

John was allowed to actually view heaven, a sight no other human has ever witnessed.  He was 
given a glimpse of the glory and splendor of that eternal home for the saved.  Listen to John’s 
description of heaven from Chapter 22 of Revelation (v. 10 – 27, paraphrased):  “And he carried me 
away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem (the symbolic 
name for heaven), coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God.  Her brilliance was 
like a stone of crystal clear jasper.  It had a great wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve 
angels… And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones...  The material of the wall was jasper; 
and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.  The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with 
every kind of precious stone.  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a 
single pearl.  And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.  I saw no temple in it, for 
the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  And the city has no need of the sun or of the 
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumed it, and its lamp is the Lamb.  In the daytime (for 
there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed;  and nothing unclean, and no one who 
practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life.”  And in verse 4, he also tells us that in heaven, “He will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or 
crying, or pain…”   

We know that the Book of Revelation is a book of symbols that must be interpreted correctly to 
reveal its true message.  Beginning with the first chapter where Jesus actually tells John the meaning 
of the symbols of his first vision (seven stars are the angels or messengers to the seven churches and 
the seven lampstands are the seven churches) and throughout the book, symbols are used to represent 
nations, rulers, periods of time, God, Jesus, the devil, and many other things.  Because of this, we 
know that heaven will probably not actually have real gates, and streets made of gold and precious 
stones.  These terms are merely John’s way of describing, in earthly terms, the majesty and the glory 
of heaven.  Since we will not have earthly bodies, we will have no need of streets, or houses, or food.  
The souls of those who are saved will  “exist” in spirit form, for all eternity, with God and Jesus and 
all the saints.   What a wonderful thought… we will see God, and Jesus.  He will be our sun, His glory 
will be our light.  We will live with Him forevermore in a place so marvelous that John uses the most 
valuable and beautiful earthly things to compare it to.  There will be no more death, or pain, or tears – 
all will be happy in that place (words from a favorite hymn of mine.)   

As we prepare for a new year, let our resolution be to grow closer to God.  Let our resolution, 
our highest possible goal be to have our names written in the Lamb’s book of life – to go to heaven 
and take those we love – our children, husbands, family and friends with us.  
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Tuesday mornings -               

Ladies Bible Study and 
Fellowship 

We Study from 10:30 to 
11:30, close in  prayer 

together. 

Afterward most ladies go to 
lunch together.  

Thursday Nights Together (TNT)  

Ladies Prayer Group 

The third Thursday of each month 
in the Teen room  

7:00 pm for a time of scripture 
reading and prayer together.   

There will be prayer request cards 
available and people assigned  

ahead of time to lead the prayers.  

Mark your calendars:  Nov 21,   
December 19, January 16

     Looking Ahead

   November 24
   AHEPA Thanksgiving Lunch 
   December 1 
   Blood Drive 
   December 15 
   Ladies Cookie Swap  
   December 29
   5th Sunday Fellowship Meal 
   January 19 
  Lads to Leaders Workshop

    
  Welcome New Sisters In Christ! 

       
Carly Caviness  

Mary Madison Pope   

        

We Congratulate  

Josh, Sarah, Ava, Jack 
and Henry on the birth 

of 

Emma Claire    

October 14th 
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KIDS CORNER 

BIBLE Humor

Things I am Thankful For:  

1.___________________________

2.___________________________

3.___________________________

4. __________________________

5. __________________________

6.__________________________

7.__________________________

8.__________________________

9. __________________________


