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PSALM 1:1-2 
How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked,

Nor stand in the path of sinners,
Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!

But his delight is in the law of the LORD,

If you’re like me and you’ve already read your Bible in its entirety, but decided to be a part of our 
church’s Bible reading plan, you’ve probably had your eyes opened about the God we serve. 
Perhaps in the past, you too read the designated number of chapters each day, merely checking it 
off then moving on with your busy schedule. It could be that you gleaned important details but 
did not reap all that God provides to us.  Our church began reading the Bible together this year, 
and I am witnessing my brothers and sisters in Christ beginning to understand and know exactly 
who the God we serve is!  Jeremiah 9:24, “24 but let him who boasts boast of this, that he 
understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness, justice and 
righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,” declares the Lord. Proverbs 8:17 “I love 
them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.”   

Over the last four months, we continued with our reading about Solomon who began his kingship 
trusting in God, only to be pulled away by his foreign wives.  Because of this, God tore ten of the 
tribes away from Solomon’s son Rehoboam and gave it to Jeroboam.  From the very start 
Jeroboam selfishly led the ten tribes of Israel towards false gods.  From that point on, none of 
Israel’s kings ever did what was right, leading Israel into captivity. Just like Israel, Judah, was also 
pulled away by idolatry, breaking God’s covenant and injustices towards each other.  We have 
been reading through many of the prophets who warned God’s children to repent.  But not only 
did these prophets warn them of God’s judgment against them, God also used the prophets to tell 
them of his GREAT love for them. 

We read Ecclesiastes, and what was said to the Israelites then, is a lesson I feel we need to re-
learn now. Many of us do not worship idols, but we do put our trust in ourselves, others or things 
on this earth. One of my friends from the gym was telling me last week about a co-worker of hers 
who was beautiful.  She and her husband divorced due to her unfaithfulness, and her children 
suffered for it.  She married an older man because of his wealth, but it wasn’t too long before she 
wanted excitement in her life again.  She lured husband after husband away from their wives, but 
as soon as the divorce papers came through, she wanted nothing more to do with them.  After 
years of destroying so many lives, she was sadly found dead the other day.  She hung herself.  
How many times did she attempt to reach a level of satisfaction for her vanity, amusement and 
happiness?  Did she finally realize that no earthly prize steeped in guilt will even bring her one 
drop of joy? 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-8-17/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-8-17/
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The author of Ecclesiastes warned the Israelites that they were looking for meaning and purpose 
in life apart from God.  That they accumulated wealth regardless who it hurt, put their pleasures 
before all else, made their careers more important than their families, and wanted man’s 
admiration.  The prophets warned that a life apart from God leads to nothing but distress and 
wretchedness.  

 Many of us do not find ourselves destroying the lives of people around us, but we do look for 
meaning apart from God.  If Auburn will just win the championship this year, I’ll be so happy!  If I 
could just attain some medicine to make me happier, thinner, and more energetic, I’d be happy.  
If I could just find the right boyfriend so I can get married, then I’d be happy.  If I could just get a 
job with this company, then I’d be happy.  The point is, we are looking at ourselves or others to 
make us happy!  We look for happiness everywhere except from the One Being who can give to us 
true happiness! I noticed in our readings that the successful kings asked God whether they should 
move forward with a plan or not.  Do you do that?  Perhaps it’s time we start asking God whether 
the decisions before us are supported by him.  Jeremiah 10:21 “For the shepherds have become 
stupid and have not sought the LORD; Therefore, they have not prospered, And all their flock is 
scattered.”  

One of the things I learned from reading the Old Testament is that God is in control.  My life is 
exactly how it is supposed to be which includes all the good and all the bad.  I must trust God 
that the bad in my life is for my own instruction/correction or for God’s own purposes.  If he is 
disciplining me, then I will rejoice.  Because for some reason, God has found something in me 
worth correcting. Proverbs 3:12  

“For whom the LORD loves He reproves, Even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights.” 
 And, I must not forget that God has not stopped covering me under his protection.  I am his child 
and all my confidence come from this very fact!   The good in my life, which by far outweigh the 
bad, are gifts from God which have absolutely nothing to do with how good I am, my own talents, 
whom I married too or what college degree I obtained. It’s from a loving God who gives way 
bigger chocolate bars than my mom gave to my girls, and believe me, those almost had to be 
wheelbarrowed in! 

Another destructive worldly view is, if you find yourself miserable and you blame your spouse or 
parents on the outcome of your life, then it’s time you stop playing the victim and learn to trust 
in God.  When we realize we are not what’s important and we actively change our hearts to seek 
God’s will, then perhaps God will move us out of the undesirable situation that we are in, on His 
own time, of course.  Too often we fill God’s ears with everything we desire, barely giving thanks 
to God for the overabundance of what we already have.  Some of the poorest Christians I know, 
are the happiest.  How is that?  Because they are so grateful for all that they have that God fills 
them with His joy and peace.  Ecclesiastes 5:20, “For he will not much remember the days of his 
life because God keeps him occupied with joy in his heart.” 

We have also read many of the other prophets like Isaiah, Amos, Hosea, Nahum and many others. 
What they all seem to say is that God will punish the evildoers, that God is merciful and slow to 
anger and that the hope for all the nations is in David’s seed.  A merciful God who patiently and 
heartbreakingly waits for us to come back to him has been a big eye opener for me, personally.  
Many of you know that my mother -in-law lived with us for a year and during that time, she was 
living the last of her days.  She and I talked about God.  She had never been religious, but in her 
latter days believed in Christ.  I tried so hard to get her to be baptized, but in the end, she would 
not.  This really upset me, and to be honest with you, her refusal made me angry and I gave up 
and said, “Well!  She has chosen to be unsaved.”  

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Proverbs/3/12
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Proverbs/3/12
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We do not realize it, but doesn’t it seem many Christians feel that because we know the gospel, 
it gives us the right to judge others.  How is it we feel this when our understanding and love is 
not even the size of a subatomic particle compared to the unfathomable love of God?  “Return 
faithless Israel, declares the Lord.  I will not look on you in anger, for I am merciful, declares 
the Lord; I will not be angry forever.  Only acknowledge your guilt...” God has ALL the love and 
mercy, more than we will ever understand, and we humans do not.  We are so ready to 
condemn and find evil in others, but we are incapable of thinking how God thinks.  God is the 
judge of hearts.  He justly judges, and that gives us total freedom from judging each other.  It 
was realizing who God really is in the book of the prophets that gave me my freedom.  As for 
Nana, I was stroking her forehead telling her we love her when she passed away.  As I watched 
her heartbeat come to a stop, I could feel God’s immense love for her.  I prayed He please 
forgive her for all her sins in this life and left that at my God’s feet.  I hope to see her again one 
day! 

The third message the prophets kept giving was the message of hope.  Their hope in the coming 
King who will overcome darkness and be a light to all nations.  How blessed we are that Christ 
has already fulfilled all the prophecies and changed humanity’s course!  My job now is to share 
this story with as many people as I can, pulling them out of the darkness and into the light.  
Let’s be honest, we are all beggars just needing to show other beggars how to get bread. 

If you have not been reading with us, can I urge you to begin?  Do not deceive yourself by saying 
it’s too late.  You will grow exponentially, and may your life be ever the more blessed because 
of it!   

by KATHLEEN EIRING 

The safest place for you is in the center of Gods will….  

We have probably all heard those words at some time in our lives. Sometimes we must 
live them out. Even after He made it very clear to me that I was to go to Africa, I still 
had doubts, fears, and concerns about actually going. He is a God of surprises and 
unwavering love. Every single worry I had developed in my mind, He cast aside. Not 
one of them came to fruition on this journey. No joint pain from travel or unfamiliar 
sleeping arrangements, no adjustments to foreign foods, and not a single mosquito 
bite the entire trip. What I did find in Tanzania was a people who love the Lord and 
country though more challenged financially than us, rich in natural beauty. He showed 
me through this trip that cultures are different but human nature doesn’t change. The 
same struggles in scripture that we have here, they have there in a country, culture 
and circumstances much different than ours. He speaks to all through His Word.  I 
gained a fresh awe for God and His Word. The majesty and power of God who can 
speak directly to all who will hear. What an honor it was to share the gospel truth with 
others and to get to know other brothers and sisters in Christ in another part of the 
world. I am thankful to and for a Creator who loves me enough to challenge me and 
allows me to be a part in His ultimate plan for the salvation of others. 

April Winningham 
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LIVING LOVED by DeKayla Sankey  

We often find ourselves falling prey to the mantra that “I must keep things good so I can be good”, 
doing whatever we can to be seen as favorable and gain the approval of others. We begin to 
identify with the labels and expectations others place on us, which will never keep us grounded 
because whenever something goes awry, we lose that sense of security. “When my identity is tied 
to circumstances, I become extremely insecure because circumstances are unpredictable and 
ever-changing. I rise and fall with successes and failures.” “The exhausting manipulation and 
control it takes to protect an identity based on circumstances will crush our hearts and hide the 
best of who we are behind a wall of insecurity.” Instead, our identities “must be anchored to the 
truth of who God is and who He is to me”. Colossians 3:12 tells us we are “God’s chosen people, 
holy and dearly loved”. “We must tie our identities to our unchanging, unflinching, unyielding, 
undeniably good, and unquestionably loving God.” It’s never a matter of deciding whether or not 
we deserve to be loved, but instead declaring “I was created by God, who formed me because He 
so much loved the very thought of me. When I was nothing, He saw something and declared it 
good. Very good. And very loved.” We must live loved and remember that “God’s love isn’t based 
on me. It’s simply placed on me. The more fully we invite God in, the less we feel uninvited by 
others.”   May we pray this prayer: 

Dear God, 

“My whole life I’ve searched for a love to satisfy the deepest longings within me to be known, 
treasured, and wholly accepted. When you created me, Lord, Your very first thought of me made 
Your heart explode with a love that set You in pursuit of me. Your love for me was so great that 
You, the God of the whole universe, went on a personal quest to woo me, adore me, and finally 
grab hold of me with the whisper, ‘I will never let you go.’ 

Lord, I release my grip on all the things I was holding on to, preventing me from returning Your 
passionate embrace. I want nothing to hold me but You. So, with breathless wonder, I give You all 
my faith, all my hope, and all my love. 

I picture myself carrying the old, torn-out boards that inadequately propped me up and placing 
them in a pile. This pile contains other things I can remove from me now that my new intimacy-
based identity is established. 

I lay down my need to understand why things happen the way they do. 

I lay down my fears about others walking away and taking their love with them. 

I lay down my desire to prove my worth. 

I lay down my resistance to fully trust Your thoughts, Your ways, and Your plans, Lord. 

I lay down being so self-consumed in an attempt to protect myself. 

I lay down my anger, un-forgiveness, and stubborn ways that beg me to build walls when I sense 
hints of rejection.  AMEN 
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RECENT EVENTS 
summer fun! 

Backwoods Camp



RECENT EVENTS vacation bible school   
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FAITH IN ACTION 
 for inverness 
elementary school

Tanzania Bound

Back to School Bash
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NEW MINISTRY!  HOOVER COC CLOTHING CLOSET 

We are so excited to be heading up the Hoover Church of Christ Clothing Closet. This will 
allow us to collect and distribute items year-round, rather than only for a month or two. 
We are currently doing really well with women’s donations, but are in need of men’s items. 
Please urge the men in your lives to go through their closets as well. Last year for the big 
one-day event, we were severely lacking in men and boys clothing and shoes. 
We also will be having a sock and underwear drive closer to the time of the clothing drive 
in November. We had several requests for these types of items last year and would love to 
fill this need in the future.  
We hope to have a bin to collect items in soon. It will be located in the back foyer by the 
food pantry bin. In the meantime, donations can be left at the top of the stairs across from 
the bathrooms or by the food pantry bin. If you do leave items downstairs, please let one 
of us know so that we can move it upstairs and keep the foyer tidy.
These are items we can only accept if new (with tags, unopened package, etc):

• socks (used baby socks are OK)
• underwear
• swimwear
• toiletries
• bottles
• pacifiers
• breast pumps (and parts)
• breast pads

Lightly used toys and kid’s books are OK in small quantities, as well as baby gear in good 
condition. We also will take accessories in good condition such as belts, purses, jewelry, 
etc. 
We, unfortunately, don’t have the storage space for large items like strollers or 
exersaucers or household items like bedding and decor. If you aren’t sure if it is something 
we can accept, just ask. Also, when giving, please do your best to give things that are still 
in good shape. Make sure there aren’t any large stains, tears, etc. We have to spend a lot 
of time going through and sorting items and we hate to have to throw things away that we 
can’t offer to the community. 
We appreciate all the support that we have already gotten and will continue to get for this 
ministry. If you ever have any questions, please feel free to contact either of us. If you or 
anyone you know has a need, don’t hesitate to reach out and we can arrange a time for 
you to access the Clothing Closet.

-Jamie Starns and Lindsay Lyles



SISTER TO SISTER Member Spotlight   
Charlene Thomas   

Hometown:  Miami, FL  
The place you have lived the longest: Enterprise, AL    
Favorites:   
Flower: Yellow Rose    
Color: Green  
Holiday:  Thanksgiving   
College or Sports Team:  Miami Heat  
Meal to eat: Pizza and salad   
What are your hobbies:  Art and Reading    

Best advice someone close to you has given you: To put God first in my life   
What has God taught you recently:  To be patient because He is working it out no matter what.     
Any words to share with the women about your plans for walking with God this year:  My plan is to become stronger in 
the Faith and to become wiser in my decisions on my journey with Him.  Better things are coming.  

TUESDAY MORNING LADIES BIBLE STUDY!!!  
This semester in our Tuesday morning Ladies Bible Class, we will be studying the book of Nehemiah, 
and how we can learn to live hopeful lives through his teachings.  We meet at 10:30 every Tuesday.  
We would love to have more ladies attend, and if childcare has been an issue in the past, we’d like 
to offer a solution.  We are asking each woman who is able to volunteer to watch the children just 2 
times.  If enough women volunteer, it may be that we only need each lady once.  We often go visit 
a shut-in or person in need after class, or go enjoy a lunch together at a restaurant.  There is no 
obligation to do either of these.  Below is an introduction to the class. 

“Why Nehemiah?  Why Now? 

If you are unfamiliar with the Old Testament book of Nehemiah, you may wonder how an ancient 
book could possibly be relevant to your twenty-first-century life.  How could a story about a man 
who had a passion to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem help you in your job, in your relationships 
with family and friends – and enemies – and in your spiritual life?  You won’t have to look far to find 
principles and examples that transcend time and space to speak to your life right here, right now.” 

We hope you’ll join us for class!  Please see Denia Petruzella or Leah Covington with any questions. 

CLASS BEGINS TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH.  WE MEET AT 10:30 IN THE JR. HIGH ROOM



SISTER TO SISTER Member Spotlight   

Isabelle Aultman  

Hometown: Birmingham, AL  
The place you have lived the longest: Birmingham 
Favorites -  
Flower: Rose  
Color:  Yellow 
College or Sports Team:  ???   
Meal to Eat: Steak   
Holiday: Christmas.   
What are your hobbies: Reading, traveling and art  
Best advice someone close to you has given you: “Don’t eat pineapple pizza in Africa.”  
What has God taught you recently: That He is there when you need him - spiritually and physically.    
Any words to share with the women about your plans for walking with God:  My plans are to go back to Africa and do  
His work.    

Lori Aultman  

Hometown: Birmingham, AL  
The place you have lived the longest:  Birmingham  
Favorites:  
Flower: Tulip   
Color: Blue  
Holiday: Christmas 
College or Sports Team: Alabama!  
Meal to eat: Shrimp and Grits   
What are your hobbies: Reading, traveling, entertaining and shopping  
Best advice someone close to you has given you:  To think of the things I love about my spouse each day.  To replay the 
positive and never the negative.  It changes how you see them.   
What has God taught you recently: The importance of prayer.  He has taught me to pray before reacting in any situation.    
Any words to share with the women about your plans for walking with God: Traveling to other countries has shown me  
how culture influences everything we do, including our Christianity.  My goal this year is to view my Christianity through the lens 
of scripture rather than culture.  



Each quarter we will highlight some faith-based books or movies 
our ladies have read or seen.  If you’d like to submit a book or a 
film review, please email Denia Petruzella.  Include a short 
description of the book/movie, and what you learned from it. 

This summer the junior high girls class read a book called “I Will Always Write You Back” 
written by Caitlin Alifivenka and Martin Grandh with Liz Welch.  This book is about two pen pals and 
how they became lifelong friends. Caitlin lived in the US and Martin in Zimbabwe.  

 At every weekly meeting, we would have dinner, then have a devo with the junior and senior high 
girls that the host would do.  And finally, we would go our separate ways and discuss the book we 
were reading.  When the junior high girls would discuss our book, everyone got to share their 
opinions, which I loved.  I got to see the book differently than I did before I heard their opinions.  

One position that we all agreed on was how compassionate Caitlin was towards Martin. An example 
of her being compassionate is when Martin told her that he didn’t have any money.  Caitlin didn’t 
mind that he didn’t have any money, she wanted to help him because she knew it was the right 
thing to do. My favorite part of the book was in part 2.  This is my favorite paragraph.  “In my early 
correspondence, I was timid about asking such forth right questions because I didn’t want to him to 
think I was stupid for not already knowing.  Now I saw that it was my responsibility as his friend 
because his answers would help me make sure that he was going to be okay no matter what.” That 
makes my heart melt! I learned that friendship is just as valuable as family.  

I think everyone should read this book because it inspired me to be a better friend and to stay 
positive even when the going gets tough. This book is a roller coaster of emotions.  I loved that 
because not a lot of books have that, so I was along for the ride early in the book.  I hope you enjoy 
this book as much as I did.   

-Peyton Judd 

This summer the senior high girls met weekly at different members’ homes to have Beyond the Book 
(BTB) meetings. We grow spiritually and closer to one another as we fellowshipped and discussed the 
book Kisses from Katie, by Katie Davis. It was a fascinating and deeply moving memoir of 
Katie’s life, which began with her taking a three-week mission trip to Uganda at the age of 18. What 
began as a short mission trip ended with her moving to Uganda, starting a school and adopting 13 
Ugandan girls. Katie not only adopted her 13 girls, but she treated countless children suffering from 
diseases and other ailments from the surrounding villages. She also successfully ran a school, 
created a sponsorship program, and developed a program where local women created and sold 
jewelry to support their families. 

What was most impressive about Katie was how she relied on God for everything and trusted him to 
provide for her every need. She trusted God even in moments of doubt, fear and disappointment. I 
saw the promise God makes in scripture to “never leave us nor forsake us,” lived out in Katie’s life 
over, and over again. Reading about how God worked in Katie’s life when she was only a teenager 
increased my faith about the things he can do in my life. It helped strengthen my belief God will be 
with me and provide all the things I need when I am trying to live for him and help others. 



  
  

JOIN US!   

EVERY  Tuesday 
morning for              

Ladies Bible Study and 
Fellowship 

We Study from 10:30 
to 11:30, close in  
prayer together. 

Afterward most ladies 
go to lunch together.  

Thursday Nights Together (TNT)  

Ladies Prayer Group 

The third Thursday of each month 
in the Teen room  

7:00 pm for a time of scripture 
reading and prayer together.   

There will be prayer request cards 
available and people assigned  

ahead of time to lead the prayers.  

Mark your calendars:  Sept 19,   
October 17, and November 21

(KISSES FROM KATIE book review continued)  

My favorite part of the book was at the end when Katie lost custody of her young daughter 
Jane when Jane’s birth mom returned. On the surface this sounds sad, but there’s more to 
the story. Katie was heartbroken after losing Jane, who she had taken care of since she was 
3 months old. Katie decided to trust in God, cling to his promises and believe in his 
goodness. Then one incredible day, five months later, Jane’s mom showed up at Katie’s 
doorstep with Jane! They were both very sick and needed somewhere to stay. Through this 
event, not only did Jane come back into Katie’s life, but Katie got to show Jane’s birth 
mother Nancy the love of God. Through this we can see how God can turn situations that 
seem hopeless into wonderful blessings. Katie could never have imagined God would use 
her losing Jane as an opportunity to save Jane’s birth mother, Nancy. 

I would recommend this book to people of all ages. There are so many lessons to be 
learned from this book, no matter where someone is in their Christian walk. Each chapter is 
filled with lessons from Katie that many can take away and apply to their own lives. This 
book has allowed me to have a new look on spiritual topics like faith, love, service and 
prayer. It has also inspired me to put my own thoughts into motion after seeing how the 
things God put in Katie’s heart affected her and blessed so many others. Kisses from Katie 
is truly an amazing book.  

Chloe Arnold 

Starting back on Tuesday,  
September 10th!!
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Dear Deborah 

What it is to be “kind” in a cruel world? 

The world can seem like a cruel place to be, most of the times, especially when you are a sensitive 
person and can mostly connect with people and situations occurring around you. You are not 
somebody who would ever intentionally harm somebody. 

However, sometimes it so happens that we lose ourselves in the cruelty this world has the capacity to 
impose on us, we feel victimized and as a reaction, we draw walls around us which sometimes might 
feel like thorns and swords to other people. 

However, have you ever thought if you would begin to focus on all the good this world was doing to 
you, all the happiness that has been bestowed upon you – how things will change for you? 
Sometimes we focus so much on the negative aspects that we forget the more we put our thoughts or 
mind on such aspects, the more we are feeding into it, making it manifest for us. 

This does not mean that we are supposed to turn a blind eye to all that has been done wrong. We do 
not have to ignore things not in shape, rather, we must focus our energies on the productive 
resolutions and everything that is done right. 

It is not in vain that so many theories have been woven around the fact ‘EVERYTHING IS 
CONNECTED’, it is a simple thing – as a part of this very COSMOS when you begin to work on 
yourself, you send out a strong signal to the Universe. This is a great ripple of positive that you are 
creating and it sent to the entire Cosmos. 

When an individual begins to work on themselves, it not only benefits them but it benefits their entire 
clan – their family, friends, colleagues, in fact, their vibes are such; even strangers who happen to be 
in their vicinity feel and soak in the happy positive vibes. 

There is a very simple understanding of it, if you can understand and imbibe, it is inspired by what 
Mother Teresa believed to her core and I will merely elaborate upon it. 

When you are helping a person, who is not in direct relationship with you or not your close 
kin; remember there is someone very close to you who need all your attention. When you are 
out there helping and feeding the poor, there is someone in your home who is craving for you 
to merely look at them once, and tell them kindly that you are there for them. How change 
begins not from others but from yourself, similarly, that wave of love that you are trying to 
throw like confetti out in the world begins from your home and foremost within yourself. 
NEVER FORGET THAT! So, when the world is a little cruel now and then, you must rework on 
yourself and your thoughts and see for yourself how far these ripples will take you.  

What does it take to be KIND? 

Kindness, like love, has no quantification. You can somehow still talk or write stories about the quality 
of it, but how were you to tell the quantity of it required in your life or for you to give someone else? 
Could you do that? It will simply sound stupid in your own head. Kindness is not something you learn, 
well you do imbibe it in a manner of saying but it comes to you naturally. Being kind is simply 
respecting others and yourself without fail and conditions, whatsoever. Well, let me simplify – it is a 
two-way road, you cannot simply treat others with kindness and keep doing wrong to yourself and 
vice-versa. When you are kind, this feeling will arise from the bottom of your heart and will flow 
outwards, generously, without questions or demands. 

Kindness is not something you can limit to a particular aspect, area or section in your life. It is not 
merely confined to your interaction or behavior with other people but it also depends on how you treat 
animals, other living organisms, trees, plants and nature as a whole. Only awareness can lead to true 
kindness arising from your heart. 
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     Looking Ahead

   September 29 
   5th Sunday Fellowship Meal   
   November 10  
   Food and Clothing Drive  
   November 24
   AHEPA Thanksgiving Lunch 
   Coming soon:  
   Ladies Retreat  - TBA 

    
  Welcome New Sisters In Christ! 

       
Angela Taylor  
Emma Warren   

        
        

Dear Deborah continued  

Don’t be driven by the feeling of REVENGE 

The world when cruel, people seem mean. When you have nothing, but love to spread and free 
hugs to give, to make people around you happy, trust me you would want to run away sometimes. 
There will be moments when in a fit of anger you would want to rip your hair off, of your head and 
shout a ‘bloody murder’. You will go insane questioning why someone or the society at large is 
mean to you. Do not become spiteful or lose hope. Your kindness is creating a ripple even when 
you cannot see it right now. Always remember, never accept when you are wronged, but also do 
not keep a feeling of vengeance in your heart to avenge what is done wrong to you. There will be 
no difference then, between you and the one who is already unaware. Your positive attitude and 
your kindness are going to benefit you and in turn, it will benefit so many others who you are 
surrounded with, in your day to day life. 

Do not be bogged down by negativity, there is much hope in this otherwise cruel world. Because 
when an awakened soul like you becomes a torchbearer and take upon their shoulder the 
responsibility to always lead by positive example and rise from a place of love, compassion, joy 
and kindness – you help in paradigm-shift by an inch every moment in your own waking reality. 

Taken from Speakingtree.in 

We Congratulate  

Caleb and Ashton Henry on the 
birth of Clark Elise, May 3rd 

and 

Tom and Sherri McQuillian 

 on the birth of their 
granddaughter Mia,  
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Bible Humor 

KIDS 
CORNER 

Joyful  

Eternal 

Selfless 

Understanding 

Son of God 



PAGE �16

Back to School: 3 Crucial Reminders for Christian Teens 

1. You are not alone.


As you walk into the doors of your school remember the words of God to you, "'Never will I leave 
you never will I forsake you.' So we say with confidence, 'The Lord is my helper; I will not be 
afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?'" Hebrews 13:5,6.


Don't be afraid of being beat up by bullies or criticized by cliques. Why? The King of kings is with 
you! The one who gives the bullies breath is holding your hand as you walk the hallways of your 
school. So enter your school with a holy, humble confidence that God goes with you (because he 
does!)


2. "Do your best. Forget the rest.” 

Tony Horton, the physical fitness guru who developed 
P90X, uses this mantra over and over in his workout 
routines to encourage his exhausted subjects to just 
do their best. He tells them to take a break from the 
exercises if they need to but to make sure they are 
pushing to do their very best without losing form. 
The results are amazing! You've probably seen the 
before and after pictures of those who've completed 
P90X on their always-on-some-station television 
informercials. How did they get those results? They 
did their best!


You are the Lord's representative at your school. So 
do your best and forget the rest. Remember that the 
ultimate "teacher" you'll give an account to (as will I) 
is Jesus Christ so, "Whatever you do, work at it with 
all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 
masters, since you know that you will receive an 
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord 
Christ you are serving." Colossians 3:23,24


Why do your best to get the best grades possible? Because it is the Lord Christ you are serving!


3. You have a mission to accomplish. 

You are not just at school to go to school. As a Christian you are at school to go on a mission trip. 
Every teen-filled table in the school cafeteria is a mission field that needs reached with the good 
news of Jesus.


Jesus said, "Go and make disciples of all nations…" in Matthew 28:19. This cause, THE Cause, 
applies to you as you seek to reach your friends and acquaintances with the good news of Jesus. 
It applies as you seek to make more friends with the hope of introducing them to your best friend, 
Jesus Christ.


So, as you head back to school, go with these thoughts in mind. Begin to pray with and 
brainstorm with your Christian friends so that together you can take your school for Jesus Christ.


Do your best. Forget the rest!
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