
oover Church of Christ 
 

 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”   
    Matthew 6:21 

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

 (205) 822-5610 Office 
 www.hoovercoc.org 

jtroughton@hoovercoc.org 
 

Schedule of Services 
 

 Sunday 
  9:00 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 5:00 p.m. Worship 

 
 Wednesday 

 7:00 p.m. Bible Class 
 
 

ELDERS 
Carl Logan   979-9874 
Jimmy Lyles    664-8160 
Joe Thomas    823-0299 
Paul Williams, Jr.   408-7234 

 
 

MINISTER 
Chuck Webster  

(205) 586-5610 (cell) 
cwebster@hoovercoc.org 

 
 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Kyle Wadley 

(205) 792-5922 (cell) 
kwadley@hoovercoc.org 

 
 

YOUTH & FAMILY  
MINISTER 

Darrell Powell 
(205) 480-9773 (cell) 

dpowell@hoovercoc.org 
 
 

COLLEGE MINISTER 
Jeffrey Heflin 

(850) 324-6255 (cell) 
jheflin@hoovercoc.org 

 

September 1, 2019 Ouch 
Most of us in church work worry when attendance numbers go down; Jesus seemed to 
worry when they went up. He had what we might call “Thin ‘em out” sermons—
messages he preached, it seems, to push people away. That wasn’t his intent, of course, 
but his message certainly didn’t fit well within any church growth book I’ve read. 

We often try to make the gospel more palatable; Jesus gave it to the crowds straight and 
unmixed. Sometimes, when he finished preaching, people turned away and never came 
back. Today that kind of preacher might not be able to find a job, or, if he did, he proba-
bly wouldn’t keep it for long. 

Here’s one of those short messages: 

Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a person’s 
enemies will be those of his own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than 
me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy 
of me. And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever 
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it (Matthew 10:34-
39). 

I wonder what he saw in the crowd that day. Had some of the folks misinterpreted him 
and thought following him meant an obstacle-free life? Did they think discipleship 
meant all-you-can-eat buffets and miracles-on-demand? 

Whatever it was, Jesus felt the need to set them straight. And thin ‘em out. He wanted it 
to be crystal clear: following him meant rocky times ahead. 

Some people—maybe even their families—wouldn’t understand their wholesale com-
mitment to Jesus and would get angry, or worse. Disciples would be forced to choose 
between being martyred or turning away from Christ. It wouldn’t be for the faint of 
heart, or the weak of faith. 

This message, I think, is one our world needs now. It’s one we need. We live in the Bible 
Belt, and 84% of the people in our state call themselves Christians. 

When the numbers are that high, and when you see myriad issues that are inconsistent 
with Christian faith, perhaps the Lord’s message to us would be the same as it was then. 

Are we truly committed? Or do we have just enough Jesus to make us feel religious? I 
think these are tough but important questions we all need to ask ourselves. 

We live in a culture that approves of the Christian label, as long as we don’t take it too 
seriously. Jesus says nothing could be more serious. 

To borrow the words from a well-known book by Kyle Idleman, are we Jesus’ fans, or 
are we his followers? 

There’s a huge difference.  —Chuck 
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Today 
 
The Fall Quarter starts today. Below 
is a schedule of the adult classes: 

• Auditorium, Chuck Webster: 
Attested by Mighty Works, Won-
ders, & Signs: A Study of the Mira-
cles of Jesus. In this class, we will 
study the texts that describe Je-
sus’ supernatural acts. We will 
focus on what they teach us  
about who Jesus is and how his 
miracles should shape our faith, 
thoughts, and lives. 

• Library, Jon Hunt: Sermon on the 
Mount. In this class, we will study 
the historical significance of the 
sermon. Christ said that he did 
not come to destroy the Law and 
the Prophets but to fulfill them. 
Also, we will study how to make 
application of this challenging text 
to our everyday lives. This sermon 
teaches us how God expects us to 
give, treat the poor, treat each 
other, and pray, among many oth-
er things. 

• Room 11, Jeff Melton: Growing 
Closer to Our Savior. We will use 
the Gospel of Luke to study how 
to be the true Christian disciples 
we’ve been called to be. The 
theme verse for the class will be 
Luke 11:34. 

• College/Young Professionals, Rick 
Williams and Drew Spivey: Seeing 
Jesus from the Gospel of John. The 
Gospel of John shows a unique 
emphasis of Jesus that the other 
gospel accounts do not include. In 
this class, we will highlight these 
perspectives in an attempt to see 
Jesus more clearly. 

 
The Weekly Devotional at the AHEPA 
3 Apartments will not meet today. 
 
The office will be closed tomorrow to 
observe Labor Day. 

 

“Never be lazy, but work hard and 
serve the Lord enthusiastically.” 

—Romans 12:11 

Worship Assignments 
 

Sunday Morning 
 

Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Drew Spivey 
 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
  
Opening Prayer:  Corey Covington, Sr. 
 
Communion: Bill Rayburn 
Servers:     
Bart Burleson  Darren Hicks 
Bill Freeman  Caleb Henry 
Johnny Johnson  Ken Norris 
Matt Trousdale  Kyle Bedgood 
 
Alternates:  
Phillip Searcy / Nathan Guill 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: Chad Blackmon 
 
Ushers:  
Eddie Sankey / Norman Rutland 
 
Nursery AM & PM: Jamie Starns 
 
Communion Cups Pick-Up: 
Annika Dalton / Spencer Dalton 

 
 

Sunday Evening 
 

Song Leader: Wes Blankenship 
 
Opening Prayer: Alex Roberts 
 
Devotional: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion:  
Corbin Holland / Adam Lyles 
 
Closing Prayer: Keegan Holland 
 
Discussion Class: Chuck Webster 
 
Baptistery: Teresa Rumph 
 
Communion Trays Preparation:  
Ken & Ame Johnsey 
 
Audio / Video: Mark Lackey 
 
Fall Quarter Facilities: Rick Williams 
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Happy Birthday 
 

Kristin Dees         September 1 
Bill Powell         September 3 
Peyton Judd         September 3 
Luke Percer         September 4 
Margaret Moore        September 7 

 
Family News & Events 

 
The Women’s Summer Newsletter is 
available for viewing on the JEWELS Fa-
cebook page and also on the Hoover 
COC website. For the ladies who do not 
access the internet, there are hard cop-
ies on the back rail in the auditorium. 
 
Men of Hoover COC: Don’t forget to 
sign up for the Men’s Retreat at Back-
woods Christian Camp! This event takes 
place on Friday-Saturday, September 6-
7. There is a sign-up sheet on the back 
rail in the auditorium, and if you have 
any questions, please see Jonathan Wei-
mer or Rick Williams.  
                                                                                             

Our Brothers’ Keepers Units will start 
meeting again on Sunday, September 8. 
Your team leader will get in touch with 
you, and you can also contact Kyle 
Wadley. 
 
The Ladies’ Weekly Bible Class will 
begin meeting at 10:30am on Tuesday, 
September 10, in the Teen Classroom.  
Please see Denia Petruzella or Leah Cov-
ington with any questions. 
 
Our next Visitors’ Luncheon is on Sun-
day, September 15, immediately follow-
ing the morning worship service. Visi-
tors, if you can come back, you are invit-
ed to a meal that has been prepared just 
for you. 
 
The TNT Ladies’ Prayer Group will meet 
on Thursday, September 19, at 7:00pm. 
Join us for an evening of prayer and fel-
lowship. 
 
Faith in Action Service Project for Girls 
at Childhaven: If you want to help with 
this ministry, please see Lajuana Logan. 
Our first trip to Cullman will be on Sun-
day, October 6, and the next one will be 
on Sunday, November 3. 



Carelines 
 

Linda Garnett is meeting with her pul-
monologist and a thoracic doctor this 
week to determine what treatment she 
will need. 
 
Kendyll Covington has requested prayers 
from her Hoover church family. She is 
struggling in different ways and needs 
God’s guidance as she tries to navigate the 
difficulties of life. Please pray that God will 
help her to see His leading and for her to 
follow His will in all things.  
Alfonso Johnson continues to need our 
prayers for his health.  
Alyssia Rafalsky, Mike and Suzanne Clel-
land’s friend, has been diagnosed with 
breast cancer. 
 
Butch Haynes, Beth Burleson’s dad, has 
cancer and has not been able to start his 
chemo treatments. 
 
Wyatt Spann, son of Greg and Christy 
Spann from Winfield (Lajuana Logan’s 
hometown), is in Children’s Hospital with 
brain cancer. Wyatt is four years old and is 
having complications from the chemother-
apy.  
Mary Sexton, aunt of Lajuana Logan’s 
daughter-in-law, is in Grandview Medical 
Center with a blood clot in her lung. Cards 
of encouragement can be sent to her at: 
Grandview Medical Center, Room 1015, 
Birmingham 35243, and please put her 
home address as the return address: P.O. 
Box 12, Glenwood, AL 36034. 
  
Cathy Abbott, Joel Abbott’s mother, is 
recovering from knee replacement sur-
gery. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Jim Banks, Jeff 
Nabors, Rowena English, Joyce Baker, and 
Nancy Williams. 
 
Remember our church family: Gale Jett, 
Hosea Dallas, Virgie Banks, Sylvia Huffman, 
Sarah Washington, Nancy Harris, Lynne 
Nichols, and Charlene Thomas.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Bob 
& Liz Winter (Carl & Lajuana Logan’s 
friends), Jenny Tucker (Giana Kidwell’s 
niece), Daniel & Faye Mosley (Charlotte 
Gilbert’s brother-in-law & sister), Corbin 
Suggs (Margaret Moore’s grandson-in-
law), Keith Wynn (Clark Sharit’s nephew), 
and Banks Snider (Mike & Carlene Hoop-
er’s grandson).  
 
 

Attendance and Offering 
August 25, 2019 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Class: 216 
Worship AM: 333 
Worship PM: 144 
Wednesday: 168 

 
Contribution: $12,486.53 
Weekly Budget: $15,748.31 
Weekly Average: $14,592.02 
Contribution to Date: $496,128.56 
 

  
                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  

       ($20,000 annually) 
 

• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-
sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 

• Cusco, Peru Mission Team, Barton 
Kizer ($1,800 annually) 

 

• Cy Walker, Guyana                     
($1,200 annually) 

 

• Brint Rice / Backwoods Camp 
($12,000 annually)  

 

• Local Missions / Food Pantry 
($9,000 annually) 

 

• Stateside Missions                    
($8,000 annually) 

 

• Guyana 
 

• Tanzania    
 

• Philippines  

   

   

 

   

           Youth 
 

Please mark the following dates on your 
calendar for the upcoming Youth events: 
 
• September 15: Area-Wide Devotional 
• September 20-22: Hoover Youth Re-

treat (leadership breakout groups) 
 
 

How To Hurt Your Spouse 
 
A wife came into the preacher’s office full 
of hatred toward her husband. “I don’t 
want to just get rid of him; I want to get 
even. Before I divorce him, I want to hurt 
him as much as he has me.”  
The preacher suggested an ingenious 
plan. “Go home and act as if you really 
love your husband. Tell him how much he 
means to you. Praise him for every de-
cent trait. Go out of your way to be as 
kind and considerate as possible. Spare 
no efforts to please him. Make him be-
lieve you love him. After you convince 
him of your undying love and that you 
cannot live without him, then drop the 
bomb. Tell him you are getting a divorce. 
That will really hurt him.”  
With revenge in her eyes, she smiled and 
exclaimed, “Beautiful, beautiful. Will he 
ever be surprised!” And she did with en-
thusiasm—acting “as if.” For two months, 
she showed love, kindness, listening, giv-
ing, and sharing.   
When she did not return, the preacher 
called. “Are you ready to go through with 
the divorce?” “Divorce?” she exclaimed. 
“Never! I discovered I really do love him.” 
Her actions had changed her feelings. 
Motion resulted in emotion. The ability to 
love is established not so much by fervent 
promise as often repeated deeds. 

—J. Allan Peterson 
 
 
“Let us not love in word or in tongue, but 

in deed and in truth.” 
—1 John 3:18 

 

Page 3 



Page 4    

Place  

Postage  

3248 Lorna Road  
Hoover, AL 35216 

Missing the Point 
(Mark 9:30-50) 

 
Who’s the greatest? (vv 33-37) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This argument is bracketed by . . . (vv 30-32, 38-50) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Do we ever make this mistake? If so, where? 

Discussion Class 
 
After a brief time of worship at 5:00 this evening, we’ll 
have a discussion class that’s based on a chronological 
reading of the Bible. Chuck will lead this discussion: we’ll 
watch a short video and then reflect on Ezekiel and Daniel 
and other exile-related ideas. Looking forward to seeing 
you at 5:00! 


