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May 12, 2019 
I miss my momma 

For nearly forty years I have preached an annual Mother’s Day sermon, and while some 
of those lessons made me sentimental, none ever made me sad—until this year. What 
made this year’s service different? Only a month before, on the day after Easter, my own 
mother had passed away at the age of 89. 

Just between us, I miss my momma. 

My Mom was a gentle woman, soft-spoken and tender-hearted: visibly pained to hear of 
a neighbor’s misfortune—genuinely concerned to receive the news of a fellow Christian’s 
loss—truly grieved to find out a friend had passed away. 

Back in the days when she was able to be out and about, Mom would take food to the 
sick, the shut-ins, and the sorrowful. 

When she became a shut-in herself, she would stay in touch with the grieving or ailing on 
the phone. Just about every time I talked with my mother, she brought me up to date on 
some individual we had both known in the community or at church. 

Speaking of church, my mother was absolutely faithful to the Lord and to his Body all her 
life. Until she was no longer able to get out, she attended church three times a week—
with the occasional gospel meeting, vacation Bible school, or ladies day thrown in for 
good measure. 

My father and mother met in church, at the old Fourth Avenue church in downtown 
Nashville; they married in church, starting a union that lasted 65 years; and they raised 
three boys in church, so that my brothers and I received the wonderful blessing of grow-
ing up in a Christian home. 

Garrison Keillor, former host of the Prairie Home Companion, tells of experiencing the 
death of his grandmother. He was a young man at the time, just twenty years old, and he 
didn’t know how to respond, couldn’t figure out what to say, while the family was 
waiting in the hospital as his grandmother slipped away.  

Keillor writes: “I felt that we should be saying profound things about Grandma’s life and 
what it had meant to each of us, but I didn’t know how to say that we should.” Later, 
looking back on that experience, Keillor had a different perspective. He realized, “She 
was eighty-two. Her life was in all of us in the room. Nobody needed to be told that, ex-
cept me, and now I’ve told myself.”  

That passage speaks to me because it reminds me that, in profound ways, my mother’s 
life is in mine, and always will be. 

When a family member dies, their loved ones sometimes use the expression “We lost 
them.” That’s not true: you cannot “lose” something if you know where it is. I know 
where my Mom is, and eagerly anticipate an eternal reunion in heaven (1 Thessalonians 
4:17-18). 

In the meantime, however, I miss my momma. —Dan Williams (Abundant Living Maga-
zine, Summer 2017) 
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Today 
 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
 
Our Brothers’ Keepers Groups will 
meet tonight after a brief devotional. 
 
 

Family News & Events 
 

Congratulations to the proud grand-
parents and uncles, Tom, Sherri, Ai-
dan, and Andrew McQuillan, on the 
birth of Mia Rylie! Mia Rylie was born 
yesterday, May 8, at 10:32pm, and 
she weighs 7lbs. 14oz. and is 21 inch-
es long. Mom and baby are doing 
great! 
 
Congratulations to Caleb and Ashton 
Henry on the birth of their little girl, 
Clarke Elise Henry! Clarke Elise was 
born on Friday, May 3, weighing 6lbs. 
14oz. and is 20 inches long. Mom and 
baby are doing well. 
 
Congratulations to our graduating 
High School Seniors: Connor Church, 
Corbin Holland, Griffin Webster, 
Jaylen Jude, Luke Percer, and Maddy 
Dungan! 
 
The TNT, Thursday Nights Together 
Ladies’ Prayer Group, will meet in the 
Senior High Classroom on May 16 at 
7:30pm. Please see Lauren Warren 
with any questions. 
 
The Young at Heart will meet in the 
Fellowship Hall on Friday, May 17, at 
5:30pm for a Game Night and Birth-
day Celebration.  
 
Our Visitors’ Luncheon will be held in 
the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, May 
19, immediately following our morn-
ing worship service. Visitors, if you 
can come back on the 19th, please join 
us for a meal that has been prepared 
just for you.  
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sun-
day, May 26, from 3:00-4:30pm, and 
the food items needed this month are 
peanut butter and rice. 
 

Worship Assignments 
 

Sunday Morning 
   

Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Nathan Guill 
 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
  
Opening Prayer: Corey Covington, Sr. 
 
Communion: Harold Rhodes 
Servers:     
Bill Rayburn  Chad Blackmon 
Darren Hicks  Eddie Sankey 
Greg Nobles  Joel Abbott 
Luke Percer  Kyle Percer 
Alternates:  
Mervyn Prince / Will Spurlin 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
Closing Prayer: Jeff Mathews 
 
Ushers: Shawn Troughton / Jon Hunt 
 
Nursery AM & PM: Lori Aultman 
 
Communion Cups Pick-Up: 
Ava Collins / Zoe Starns 
 
Cards for Pews:  
Bromleigh Warren / Scott Warren 
 
Pencils for Pews:  
Emily Blakemore / Mary Mason Pope 

 
 

Sunday Evening 
 
Song Leader: Corey Covington, Sr. 
 
Opening Prayer: Mike Clelland 
 
Devotional: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion:  
Griffin Webster / Matthew Trousdale 
 
Closing Prayer: Ian Fantroy 
 
Baptistery: Brooke Williams 
 
Communion Trays Preparation:  
John & Karen Bowers 
 
Audio/Video: Wes Blankenship 
 
Spring Quarter Facilities: Drew Spivey 
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Youth 
 
The Lads to Leaders Banquet will take 
place on Sunday, May 26, after our 
morning worship service. Everyone is 
invited to enjoy a meal together and 
celebrate the outstanding accomplish-
ments of our young people. The church 
will provide the meat, and everyone is 
asked to bring sides, desserts, and 
drinks. 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Kyle & Emily Bedgood    May 12 
Caleb & Ashton Henry    May 14 
Dick & Becky Smith    May 14 
Chuck & Melony Webster              May 16 
Chad & Charity Blackmon   May 17 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Norman Rutland    May 12 
Lajuana Logan     May 14 
Addie Naylor     May 15 
John Paul Arnold    May 15 
Pam Sharit     May 16 
Jimmy Lyles     May 16 
Mark Pope     May 16 
Becky Smith     May 17 
Brianna Bowers     May 17 
Edward Curry     May 18 
Miles Blankenship    May 18  

 
 

Hoover Church of Christ and  
The American Red Cross 

 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 2, 
which will be our next Blood Drive with 
the American Red Cross. Appointments 
to donate begin at 7:30 that morning, 
and the drive will close at 1:00pm. If you 
donate regularly, please wait and sched-
ule your next appointment for our drive. 
Sign-up tables will be available prior to 
select services, or go to the link below to 
sign in and schedule your appointment 
time: https://www.redcrossblood.org/
give.html/drive-results?
zipSponsor=HCOC. 



Carelines 
 
Tri’Sheena Stokes, a former member of 
the Hoover congregation, had surgery on 
Monday at Huntsville Hospital to remove a 
right lung mass. The surgery went well. 
 
Sybil Floyd, Rachel Mathews’ grandmoth-
er, had surgery for a fractured hip, and her 
surgery was successful.  
 
Jenny Tucker, Giana Kidwell’s niece, has 
MALS syndrome and has not been able to 
have surgery because of complications. 
Please pray for her healing and for her 
family. 
 
Leroy Owens is not doing well and is under 
the care of Hospice. 
 
Freida Bearden is under the care of Hos-
pice, and she can have brief visits. 
 
Keith Wynn, Clark Sharit’s nephew, has 
been in the hospital since last November 
and continues to need our prayers.  
 
Carl Anderson, Sarah Washington’s cousin, 
is waiting for a heart transplant and is not 
doing well.  
 
David Naylor had foot surgery and will be 
in a cast for four more weeks. He is doing 
well. 
 
Hosea Dallas is still undergoing physical 
therapy at Diversicare of Bessemer. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Jim Banks, Jeff 
Nabors, Rowena English, Joyce Baker, and 
Nancy Williams. 
 
Remember our church family: Virgie 
Banks, Ron Crosby, Jeff Melton, Charles 
Gilbert, Sylvia Huffman, Sarah Washington, 
Nancy Harris, Lynne Nichols, and Janice 
McFee.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Alicia 
Price (co-worker and friend of Cindy Hart-
man), Linda Bell (a former member of Hoo-
ver), Dotty Hager (Grant Dalton’s aunt), 
Tina Jackson (Steven Gaither’s niece), Am-
ber Bruce (Emily Bedgood’s cousin), Kia 
and Kobe Ferguson (Sarah Washington’s 
cousins), Susie Easterling (Peyton Judd’s 
teacher), Sheryl Pitts (Jennifer Roberts’ 
friend), Cheryl Murphy (Charlene Thomas’ 
sister), and Butch Haynes (Beth Burleson’s 
father). 
 
 

Attendance and Offering 
May 5, 2019 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Class: 181 
Worship AM: 319 
Worship PM: 209 
Wednesday: 165 

 
Contribution: $17,173.21 
Weekly Budget:  
Weekly Average: $15,573.65 
Contribution to Date: $280,325.69 

 
 
Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  

       ($20,000 annually) 
 

• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-
sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 

• Cusco, Peru Mission Team, Barton 
Kizer ($1,800 annually) 

 

• Cy Walker, Guyana                     
($1,200 annually) 

 

• Brint Rice / Backwoods Camp 
($12,000 annually)  

 

• Local Missions / Food Pantry 
($9,000 annually) 

 

• Stateside Missions                    
($8,000 annually) 

 

• Guyana 
 

• Tanzania    
 

• Philippines  

   

   

 

   

Changing Your Soil Type 
 
A few weeks ago I was writing a lesson that 
included a section of Jesus’ parable about 
the four different soils. We probably know 
that a farmer can take rough soil and work 
on it, prepare it, and nurture and trans-
form it into soil that’s good for growing. It 
occurred to me, though, that I wasn’t fully 
applying this knowledge to the parable of 
the sower. I concentrated on realizing 
“there are just different types of people, 
and some will have open hearts, while oth-
ers won’t.” That is true, but when you real-
ly want to grow a crop, you don’t just walk 
around until you find good soil. You work 
to prepare the place you want to plant. 
Those three unwelcoming soil types 
(pathway, rocky, thorny) could be good 
soil if someone makes an effort to change 
them. 
 
The soil sown along the path (hard, packed 
down too tightly for roots to penetrate) is 
compared to a person who has trouble 
understanding the Word of God, so it’s 
easy for the devil to snatch that shallow 
faith away from them. With love and pa-
tience, any Christian can work to deepen 
another person’s understanding. We can 
change the pathway soil (Matthew 13:19). 
 
The soil sown among the thorns is com-
pared to a person who hears the Word, 
but the “worries of this age and the de-
ceitfulness of wealth choke the 
word” (Matthew 13:20). But with some 
loving encouragement to lift up their eyes 
toward heavenly things and to keep the 
cares of the world in proper perspective, 
soil that’s full of thorns can become good 
soil. 
 
The rocky soil is compared to a person 
who quickly receives the Word with joy, 
but before strong roots can be established, 
their faith dwindles when they are mis-
treated. But like the redwoods, Christians 
can help strengthen each other’s roots and 
the whole church can stand strong when 
adversity comes. 
 
It takes work, but pathway soil can be loos-
ened up. Rocks can be raked out. Thorns 
can be weeded out. With God, ANY soil 
can BECOME “good ground.”  
—Darrell Powell 
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Place  

Postage  

3248 Lorna Road  
Hoover, AL 35216 

Have mercy on me, O God 
(Psalm 51) 

 
 
Call it __________________________________________. 
 
 
 

 
Take ___________________________________________. 
 
 
 

 
Ask God for _____________________________________. 
 
 

 
 
Resolve to use ___________________________________. 

Brothers’ Keepers Groups Meet Tonight 


