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March 3, 2019   

Citizens 
Keeping up with American politics is exhausting, isn’t it? If you watch cable news, read 
online blogs, or listen to talk radio, your frustration level is probably off the charts much of 
the time. 

Which is why most of us probably need to read verses like these more often: 

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him 
even to subject all things to himself (Philippians 3:20-21). 

These Christians were proud of their city. Philippi was a Roman colony, and they were Ro-
man citizens. Those facts carried enormous privileges. 

Paul—writing from the capital of the Roman Empire—felt like they needed a bit of a wake-
up call. 

“Our citizenship is in heaven,” he gently reminded them. 

We live here on earth for a little while, he writes, but we keep our eyes peeled out for the 
eventual return of Jesus. When he comes, he’ll transform this old messed-up body into 
one like his glorious body. 

There was nothing wrong with being Roman citizens—Paul sometimes used his citizenship 
to his advantage—but he wanted Christians to remember what was most important. 

We’re Christians first of all, and then Romans. 

Maybe we need that reminder as well. 

There’s a strong patriotic sentiment among many Americans, and it’s always been that 
way. “I’m proud to be an American,” we sometimes sing. 

But perhaps all of us need to be reminded fairly often that we’re Christians first, and then 
Americans. 

We belong to God primarily, and then maybe to some political party (or not). 

We’re tent-dwellers here, but our Lord has something more permanent in mind. 

The same power that raised Jesus will one day snatch us up out of our graves, and he’ll 
give us the lives that he created us to live. 

Until then, though, we’ll always feel somewhat ill at ease in this world. 

But that’s to be expected because, in a very real sense, the world as it is isn’t where we 
belong.  

We’re citizens of an eternal kingdom, and we look forward to experiencing it in all of its 
fullness one day.  —Chuck 



Today 
Our Spring Quarter in our educational 
program begins today. Plan to have your 
kids in one of our excellent kids’ classes— 
Sunday School is an important part of 
training our children to love the Lord with 
all their hearts. We also encourage ALL of 
our adult members to get connected to 
one of our adult Bible classes. Wade War-
ren will continue his class on Ezekiel in 
the Auditorium, and Bill Rayburn will con-
tinue his class on Revelation in the Li-
brary. Darrell Powell will begin teaching 
downstairs on “Galatians: God’s Promises 
Fulfilled.” Chuck Webster will begin 
teaching in Room 11 next Sunday, and his 
topic will be “How to Grow in Faith, Love, 
and Hope: A Study of 1 Thessalonians.” 
Please note that Chuck is out of town this 
morning, so his class will not meet to-
day—it will begin meeting next Sunday 
morning. 
 
The Backwoods Christian Camp Benefit 
Lunch is in the Fellowship Hall today after 
our morning worship service. 
 
The Weekly Devotional at the AHEPA 3 
Apartments will meet this afternoon at 
3:30pm. 
 
The print-outs of the March reading cal-
endars are on the back rails in the audito-
rium. Please pick one up and continue 
reading through Scripture with us this 
year! 

Family News & Events 
 

The Peru Mission Team—Rick Williams, 
Karisa Schlundt, Becky Smith, Nic Darby, 
Andrea Darby, Drew Spivey, Wes Blank-
enship, Shawn Troughton, Will Spurlin, 
Marcus Harris, Steven Gaither, and Don-
nie Winningham—left Friday and will re-
turn on Sunday, March 10. Please pray for 
them and their families while they are 
away. 

We congratulate Quincy Collins on his 
receiving the Hoover Finley Award as 
Principal of Trace Crossings Elementary 
School. This award is given annually to an 
employee of the Hoover school system 
and recognizes servant leadership, exem-
plary character, and a strong work ethic. 
We love you, Quincy, and we’re proud of 
you! 
 
The Food Pantry items are spaghetti noo-
dles and apple juice. 
 

Worship Assignments 
 

Sunday Morning 
 

Call to Worship: Kyle Wadley 
 
Scripture Reading: Darren Hicks 
 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Glenn Till, Jr. 
 
Communion: Bill Rayburn  
Servers: 
Marcus Harris       Caleb Henry 
Phillip Searcy       Johnny Johnson 
Ken Norris       Matt Trousdale 
Greg Nobles       Corey Covington, Sr.  
Alternates: Drew Spivey / Jay Eiring 
 
Sermon: Stan Tippins 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: Jeff Dungan 
 
Ushers: Tom Kidwell / Grant Dalton 
 
Nursery AM & PM: Lajuana Logan 

 
 

Sunday Evening 
 

Song Leader: Darrell Powell 
 
Opening Prayer: Alex Roberts 
 
Devotional: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Luke Percer / Kyle Percer 
 
Closing Prayer: Corbin Holland 
 
Class: Chuck Webster 
 
Baptistery: Charity Blackmon 
 
Communion Trays Preparation: 
Doris & DeKayla Sankey 
 
Communion Cups Pick-Up: 
Kaleigh Mathews / Eden Powell 
 
Cards for Pews:  
Peyton Judd / Sophie Holland 
 
Pencils for Pews:  
Jake Williams / Eli Powell 
 
Audio / Video: Chad Blackmon 
 
Spring Quarter Facilities: Drew Spivey 
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Youth 
 

Lads to Leaders’ Workshop is today. 
The schedule is Speech from 1:15-
1:45pm, Song Leading & Song of Praise 
from 1:45-2:15pm, Bible Bowl from  
2:15-3:30pm, and Puppets from 3:30-
4:45pm. 
 
The Youth Group will meet tonight after 
the evening worship service at the home 
of Darrell and Jamie Powell for a devo-
tional and fellowship. 

On Wednesday, March 6, at 5:30pm, the 
Youth Group will go to Chick-fil-A.  
 
We will have a Family Skate (all ages) 
Day on Saturday, March 9, from 
10:00am-12:00pm. Lunch will be provid-
ed. Please see Mark and Susan Pope or 
Kyle Wadley with any questions. 
 

  

Happy Anniversary 
Lee & Patty Bowman  March 3 
John & Monica Robinson March 5 
Glenn & Vicky Till  March 9 

 
Happy Birthday 

 
Clark Sharit                 March 3 
Madelyn Hunt                 March 3 
Shawna Brown                  March 5 
Pam Blankenship   March 7   
Charity Blackmon        March 7 
Jessica Cicero   March 7 
Zoe Starns   March 8 
Tom McQuillan   March 9 
 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 

To our Hoover church family:  
We would like to thank all of those who 
offered up prayers, called us, brought 
food, and all the visits at the hospital 
and to our home during the surgery 
and recovery. We appreciate all of 
these.  
In Christian Love,  
Charles and Charlotte Gilbert 
 



Carelines 
 

 
Virgie Banks is still at St. Vincent’s and 
was moved to another room last night—
Room S318.  Please pray, but she cannot 
have visitors at this time.  
 
Jeff Melton is experiencing very serious 
eye problems. 
 
Please continue to pray for Jim Banks; he 
suffers from Alzheimer’s, COPD, and other 
medical issues. He is at South Lake Reha-
bilitation and Health Center, Room 106. 
 
Ron Crosby will have knee replacement 
surgery at St. Vincent’s tomorrow. 
 
Mark Pope will have hip replacement 
surgery at St. Vincent’s on Friday, March 
8. 
 
Joyce Baker, one of our shut-ins, is under-
going issues with her epilepsy medication.  
 
Tina Jackson, Steven Gaither’s cousin, is 
struggling physically and emotionally 
since she began chemotherapy.  
 
Dotty Hager, Grant Dalton’s aunt, will be 
starting chemotherapy for breast cancer 
soon. Please send cards of encourage-
ment to her at 328 Township Road 1204, 
Proctorville, OH 45669. 
 
Jenny Tucker, Giana Kidwell’s niece, has 
MALS syndrome and will be having sur-
gery soon at Emory University Hospital. 
Cards of encouragement can be mailed to 
her at 3677 Horsemint Trail, Lexington, KY 
40509. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Jeff Nabors, 
Rowena English, Joyce Baker, Nancy Wil-
liams, and Freida Bearden. 
 
Remember our church family: Charles 
Gilbert, Mary Mason Pope, Sylvia Huff-
man, Sarah Washington, Leroy Owens, 
Nancy Harris, Lynne Nichols, and Janice 
McFee. 
 
Remember our families and friends: Am-
ber Bruce (Emily Bedgood’s cousin), Kia 
and Kobe Ferguson (Sarah Washington’s 
cousins), Dalton Jordan (Jennifer Roberts’ 
dad), Bill Wadley (Kyle Wadley’s dad), 
Suzie Easterling (Peyton Judd’s teacher), 
Sheryl Pitts (Jennifer Roberts’ friend), 
Cheryl Murphy (Charlene Thomas’ sister), 
and Butch Haynes (Beth Burleson’s fa-
ther).   
 

Attendance and Offering 
February 24, 2019 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Class: 244 
Worship AM: 329 
Worship PM: 197 
Wednesday: 185 

 
Contribution: $15,340.94 
Weekly Budget:  
Weekly Average: $16,249.08 
Contribution to Date: $129,992.60 

 
 
Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  

       ($20,000 annually) 
 

• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-
sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 

• Cusco, Peru Mission Team, Barton 
Kizer ($1,800 annually) 

 

• Cy Walker, Guyana                     
($1,200 annually) 

 

• Brint Rice / Backwoods Camp 
($12,000 annually)  

 

• Local Missions / Food Pantry 
($9,000 annually) 

 

• Stateside Missions                    
($8,000 annually) 

 

• Guyana 
 

• Tanzania    
 

• Philippines  

   

   

 

   

 A GREAT MAN’S SECRET 
 

Only one member of the Church of Christ 
has ever been elected President of the  
United States—James A. Garfield. When 
he was a young man, an aged friend gave 
him a slip of paper containing a list of 
rules. It is said that Garfield cherished and 
practiced these rules throughout his life.   
They are reproduced here in brief: 
 Make few promises. 
 Always speak the truth. 
 Never speak evil of anyone. 
 Keep good company or none. 
 Drink no intoxicating liquors. 
 Good character is above everything 

else. 
 Be honest if you would be happy. 
 When you speak to a person, look 

into his eyes. 
 Live within your income. 
 Never run into debt unless you see 

your way out. 
 Good company and good conversa-

tion are the essentials of virtue. 
 Good character can be injured by our 

own acts. 
 If evil is spoken of you, let your life 

refute the falsehood. 
 If your hand cannot be employed, 

attend to the cultivation of your 
mind.  

—Author Unknown 
 

 
Wednesday Night 

Brothers Keepers’ Groups 
 

 Room 11:  Units 1 (Mowrers) and 3 
(Warrens) 

 Library: Units 2 (Daltons), 4 
(Blackmons), and 5 (Sankeys) 

 Basement: Units 6 (Gaithers), 7 
(Fantroys), and 8 (Smiths) 

 

 

“Do your best to present yourself to God 
as one approved, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed and who correctly 

handles the word of truth.”  
2 Timothy 2:15 
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Place  

Postage  

3248 Lorna Road  
Hoover, AL 35216 

The Giants vs the Grasshoppers 
(Numbers 13:17-33) 

 

Killing the Giants 
Life is full of challenges. Sometimes these challenges seem undefeatable. 

Numbers 13 describes the fear that some of God’s people felt as they ob-

served the huge people that lived in Canaan. Fear can paralyze our pro-

gress. Fear can cause the blessings that God has planned for us to be de-

layed. Perhaps the most damaging way fear cripples is when it comes from 

a close friend. We should remember that God is not the author of fear and 

confusion, but He is the God who gives power, love, and self-control  

(2 Timothy 1:7).  

Our private giants can take on many different forms. Our personal giants 
can be any shape or size. Furthermore, they can affect our spirits and 
minds; and if that occurs, it will negatively impact our relationship with 
God.  
It is important to ignore the noise spoken by negative people. Instead, we 
should focus on God’s promises. In Numbers 13, Caleb was the voice of 
reason. He fully trusted in God’s promises because he was willing to imme-
diately take on the giants of Canaan.  
To defeat the giants in our lives, sometimes all we need is an army of grass-
hoppers! Sometimes it takes an army of little people to defeat the giants of 
this world! God can use any created thing to teach us and teach our adver-
saries a lesson. God did this with the plagues of Egypt in the book of Exo-
dus.  
Therefore, we should take notice of all the miraculous things that God has 
done throughout history. Furthermore, we should take notice of all the 
giants he has already removed from our lives. As we live on this side of the 
Cross, we should echo the words of Caleb, “we are well able to overcome 
the giants before us” (Numbers 13:30). 
 

Discussion Class 

After a brief time of worship at 5:00pm, Chuck will lead a 
discussion class on what our congregation has been read-
ing. Several excellent questions have been submitted from 
Exodus and Leviticus, so he’ll address them. And then he’ll 
do a brief recap of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers and in-
troduce Deuteronomy, which we will begin reading on 
Thursday. 


