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September 2, 2018   
Standing up 

I love reading biographies, and Eric Metaxas has written two excellent ones. Amazing Grace 
describes William Wilberforce’s twenty-year fight to abolish the British slave trade. Bonhoeffer 
discusses the courageous life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German theologian who stood up to the 
Nazi regime and was eventually hanged for his convictions. 

In his speech at the National Prayer Breakfast a few years back, Metaxas himself made a point 
about the common theme in these biographies: both of his subjects fought for what was right in 
the face of incredible pressure from the overwhelming majority of their contemporaries. 

I couldn’t help but wonder: if I had lived in a society that approved of slavery or one that mar-
ginalized and then murdered millions of people because of their race, what would I have done? 
What would you have done? 

Those are good questions, I think, but there’s a better one to ask. After I finished the book on 
Bonhoeffer, I was bothered by the thought of living where he lived when he lived. What would 
it be like for your country to be overwhelmed—overnight, it seemed to those who lived through 
it—by unspeakable evil? 

It must’ve taken deep faith and unshakeable courage to let your voice be heard, to be so con-
victed about your beliefs that you were unwilling to stay quiet. I kept thinking, especially in my 
role as a minister, would I have spoken up? Or would I have compromised my convictions just 
enough to avoid attention? 

But again, there’s a better question to ask. The apostle Paul writes that Christians are to be 
“blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world” (Philippians 2:15). Paul’s Roman 
world was indeed a “crooked and twisted generation,” and so were the slave cultures of the 
18th and 19th centuries (and some still exist today). The Nazi ideology of the 1930s and 40s was 
as evil as anything could be. 

But blatant racism as it manifested itself in segregation a few decades ago in our own country 
was also crooked and twisted . . . how would we have responded if we lived in the days of ex-
treme racial prejudice? 

But again, hypotheticals aren’t the best path, because they allow us to escape in our minds to a 
world that doesn’t exist anymore, at least not in the particulars. The better question is this: 
What am I doing right now? How are we shining as “lights in the world” amidst the perversity 
and crookedness of our own culture? 

As much as we’d like to deny it, human nature hasn’t changed since the slaveholding 19th-
century or the brutal 20th-century. It just manifests itself differently. 

We still live in a fallen world that’s permeated by sinfulness—from materialism and greed, to 
the obsession with a boundary-free sexuality, to the denial of the personhood of the unborn. 

People like Wilberforce and Bonhoeffer ought to make us think. As long as we’re on this side of 
the Lord’s return, there will always be darkness. The question to ask is how brightly do our 
lights shine now? 

***** 

Just a reminder: As I’ve requested the past two Sundays, after this morning’s sermon, please 
take the time to fill out a sermon evaluation form and place it in one of the baskets at the back 
of the auditorium or on the table near the main entrance. This will help me complete the thesis 
on Christian preaching that I’m writing. Thanks so much for your help!  

—Chuck 



Today 
 

Fall Quarter classes for adults begin 
today. If you haven’t already chosen a 
class to attend, below is a brief de-
scription of each.  

Forgiven, Forgiving, and Free by  
Dan Winkler 

Auditorium: Kyle Wadley 
This study will cover several aspects of 
forgiveness, including the ideas of be-
ing forgiven by God, forgiving your-
self, forgiving others, and forgiving 
God.  

1 & 2 Timothy 
Room 11: Jon Hunt / Drew Spivey 

Timothy was tasked by Paul to lead 
the church at Ephesus in a godly way. 
This class will show what Paul in-
structed Timothy to do and how we 
can apply it today to ourselves and to 
the church as a whole.  

Battle Plan for Prayer 
Library: Harold Rhodes 

The Battle Plan for Prayer is an ex-
citing examination on growing closer 
to God and experiencing the peace 
Jesus promises by praying strategically 
and specifically.  

New Testament Survey 
Downstairs: Rick Williams 

One of the most valuable tools in Bi-
ble study is having a familiarity with 
commonly known passages. This class 
will provide a rough overview of key 
themes or verses from almost every 
chapter in the New Testament. Highly 
interactive. A personal copy of the 
New Testament is required (no digital 
devices). 
 
The Ladies’ Newsletter is ready for 
viewing online, and there are hard 
copies placed on the back rail in the 
auditorium.  
 
The Weekly Devotional at the AHEPA 

3 Apartments will meet this afternoon 

at 3:30pm. 

 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
 

Sunday Morning 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Chad Blackmon 
 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Corey Covington, Sr. 
 
Communion: Bill Rayburn 
 
Servers: 
Adam Lyles  Caleb Henry 
Norman Rutland Daniel Warren 
David Naylor  Kyle Percer 
Ivy Dees  Jim Reece 
Alternates:  
Steve Martin / Wade Warren 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: Marc Handley 
 
Ushers:  
Donnie Winningham / Tracy Percer 
 
Nursery AM & PM: Lajuana Logan 

 

Sunday Evening 
 

Song Leader: Will Spurlin 
 
Opening Prayer: Bob Brooks 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion:  
Griffin Webster / Keegan Holland 
 
Closing Prayer: Corbin Holland 
 
Communion Trays Preparation:  
Michelle Judd 
 
Baptistery Garments:  
Beth Burleson 
 
Communion Cups Pick-Up:  
Andrew Blackmon / Marshall Pope 
 
Cards for Pews: 
Harper Yeilding / Sarah Blackmon 
 
Pencils for Pews:  
Peyton Judd / Sophie Holland 
 
Audio / Video: Wes Blankenship 
 
Fall Quarter Facilities: Rick Williams 
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Family News & Events 
 
Congratulations to Darrell, Jamie, Eli, 
and Eden on the birth of their new son 
and brother, Chet Austin Powell. He was 
born at 1:18am on Sunday, August 26, 
weighing 7.7 lbs., and is 20 inches long. 
Mom and baby are doing fine. 
 
Our Discussion Classes will start this 
Wednesday, September 5, and we will 
meet according to the Brothers’ Keepers 
Unit that we have been assigned to. 
Please see below: 
• Room 11: Units 2 and 6 (Daltons &                                                  

Gaithers) 
• Library: Units 3, 4 & 8 (Warrens, 

Blackmons, & Smiths) 

• Fellowship Hall: Units 1, 5, and 7 
(Mowrers, Sankeys, & Fantroys) 

 
The Second Sunday Visitors’ Luncheon 
will be on Sunday, September 9, in the 
Fellowship Hall immediately following 
the morning worship service. Members, 
please invite your friends and families to 
have lunch with us. 
 
The Tuesday Ladies’ Bible Class will 
begin on September 11 at 10:30am. 
Please see Denia Petruzella or Leah Cov-
ington with any questions. 
 
Please mark your calendar for the Hoo-
ver Marriage Seminar on Friday and Sat-
urday, September 28-29. There is no 
cost to attend, and there will be child-
care for both days. You can see Rick Wil-
liams with any questions. 

 
Happy Anniversary 

 
Coby & Kisha Evans        September 5 

 
Happy Birthday 

 
Bill Powell         September 3 
Peyton Judd         September 3 
Luke Percer         September 4 
Ariyanna Harris         September 5 
Margaret Moore        September 7 
Rex Anderson         September 8 
Trey Jarrett         September 8 
Warren Collins         September 8 
 
 



Carelines 
 
Jon Hunt is still recovering from a broken 
arm. Please pray that his pain will be 
minimal and that he will heal quickly. 
 
Kim Brake is suffering from bronchitis 
and walking pneumonia. 
 
Please pray for Joe and Sylvia Huffman. 
Joe is having a lot of pain due to the col-
lar that he has to wear around his neck. 
 
Please continue to pray for Jim and Vir-
gie Banks and the health issues that they 
are experiencing.  
 
William Meade, Amy Jarrett’s brother, 
had a severe Crohn’s attack and has re-
quested prayers from the church.  
 
Matt Snow, the son of one of Eddie San-
key’s co-workers, has brain cancer. He 
and his family are members of the River-
chase Church of Christ. 
 
Brenda, Donna Rhodes’ sister-in-law, had 
knee surgery; please pray for her healing. 
 
We extend our condolences to the family 
of Kim Brake upon the death of her un-
cle, Ray Taylor. Ray was a member of the 
Mt. Juliet Church of Christ in Mt. Juliet, 
TN.  
 
Rusty Holley, Bill Freeman’s friend, is 
recovering from open-heart surgery. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Jeff Nabors, 
Rowena English, Joyce Baker, Nancy Wil-
liams, and Freida Bearden. 
 
Remember our church family: Leroy Ow-
ens, Nancy Harris, Sarah Washington, 
Lynne Nichols, Gail Powell, and Janice 
McFee. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Linda Trousdale (Matthew Trousdale’s 
mother), Steven & Phyllis Searcy (Phillip 
Searcy’s parents), Mike Vest (Bill Pow-
ell’s friend), Carl Anderson (Sarah Wash-
ington’s cousin), Zach DiGiorgio (Jim & 
Denia Petruzella’s cousin),  Stacy 
Seilacher Camp (Sondra Moss’ friend), 
Reid Harkey (Jim & Denia Petruzella’s 
friend), Judith Tomlin (Bill Laughmiller’s 
cousin), Christi Key (Brooke Williams’ 
friend), Butch Haynes (Beth Burleson’s 
father), Amanda Farrell (former member 
of Hoover), and Patrick Nichols (Lynne 
Nichols’ son). 

Attendance and Offering 
August 26, 2018 

 
Attendance:  
Bible Class: 215 
Worship AM: 325 
Worship PM: 160 
Wednesday: 158 

 
Contribution: $15,385.90 
Weekly Budget: $15,270.40 
Weekly Average: $14,930.93 
Contribution to Date: $507,651.47 

 
 
Supported Works 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  

       ($20,000 annually) 
 

• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-
sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 

• Cusco, Peru Mission Team, Barton 
Kizer ($1,800 annually) 

 

• Cy Walker, Guyana                     
($1,200 annually) 

 

• Brint Rice / Backwoods Camp 
($12,000 annually)  

 

• Local Missions / Food Pantry 
($9,000 annually) 

 

• Stateside Missions                    
($8,000 annually) 

 

• Guyana 
 

• Tanzania    
 

• Philippines  

   

   

 

   

 

Youth 
 

There will be a Pre-teen Devotional and 
Dinner in the Fellowship Hall on Wednes-
day, September 12, at 5:30pm. Please see 
Susan Pope or Darrell Powell with any 
questions. 
 
Mark your calendar for our Fall Festival 
on Friday, October 26, from 5:00-8:00pm. 
 
 
 

 
 

No Time To Pray 
 

I got up early one morning and rushed 
right into the day. I had so much to ac-

complish that I didn’t have time to pray. 
 

Problems just tumbled upon me and 
heavier came each task. “Why doesn’t 

God help me?” I wondered. He answered, 
“You didn’t ask.” 

 
But the day toiled on, grey and bleak. I 
wondered why God didn’t show me, He 

said, “But you didn’t seek.” 
 

I tried to come into God’s presence; I 
used all my keys at the lock. God gently 
and lovingly said, “My child, you didn’t 

knock.” 
 

I woke up early this morning and paused 
before entering the day. I had so much to 

accomplish that I had to take time to 
pray. —Read Luke 18  

 

Page 3 



Page 4    

Place  

Postage  

3248 Lorna Road  
Hoover, AL 35216 

Walking With Abraham: Faith, not sight 
(Genesis 13) 

 
Abram and Lot: 
 ____________________: Lot “lifted up his eyes and saw”  
(v 10) 
 
 
 __________________: Abram was told: “Lift up your eyes 
and look” (v 14) 
 
 
“But when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food . . .” (Genesis 3:6) 
 
 
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the con-
viction of things __________________.” (Hebrews 11:1) 
 
 
“looking to __________ . . ., who for the joy that was set 
before him . . .” (Hebrews 12:1-2) 
 

What are you thinking? 
(Philippians 4:8-9) 


