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August 5, 2018   
Highest Place 

“Highest Place” is one of my favorite worship songs: 

We place You 

On the highest place 

For You 

Are the great High Priest. 

We place You 

High above all else 

And we come to You 

And worship at Your feet (Scripture in Song, Ramon Pink, 1983). 

The lyrics are based on the NIV’s translation of Philippians 2:9-11: 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

The verb translated “exalted him to the highest place” means superexalted and is usually 
translated “highly exalted” (ESV, NRSV, NKJV, etc.). 

It’s a fascinating word picture: Jesus humbled himself and died the lowest kind of death, 
then descended into the earth. But God raised him from the grave and superexalted him, 
where he now intercedes for us at God’s right hand (Romans 8:34). 

From the cross to the grave to the throne . . . Jesus is indeed at the “highest place,” as the 
lyrics suggest. 

I have one small quibble with the song, though: Jesus isn’t at the highest place because we 
put him there. 

He’s there because he submitted himself to the Father, and God exalted him to his right 
hand. 

I think that’s a subtle point that we ought to remember. 

When Jesus was resurrected and ascended to the Father, he ascended to a place of honor 
and glory and power. 

That’s Paul’s point in this passage: Jesus is on the throne, and one day everyone—including 
those who deny him now—will acknowledge him as Lord. 

When I sing, “We place you on the highest place,” I remind myself that I could never do 
anything to put him in his exalted position. 

He’s already there—whether I acknowledge it or not—and I can choose to worship him as 
the Lord of lords, or deny him now and confess him then. —Chuck 



Today 

The Weekly Devotional at the AHEPA 

3 Apartments will meet this afternoon 

at 3:30pm. 

 

 

Family News & Events 

We rejoice with Ian Fantroy, Damian 
and Nikesha Fantroy’s son, on his de-
cision to be baptized into Christ. 
 
Charlene Thomas, Cameron Coving-
ton, and Corbin Holland responded 
asking for prayers this past Sunday. 
Please continue to pray for their spir-
itual needs. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sun-
day, August 26, from 3:00-4:30pm, 
and the food items needed this month 
are rice and apple juice.  
 
We are planning a Labor Day Golf 
Outing on Monday, September 3. All 
are welcome. We will be teeing off 
around noon at the Greystone Coun-
try Club. Anyone interested can con-
tact Mervyn Prince at 706-332-4106. 
There is a sign-up list on the back 
rail—if you plan to attend, please sign 
up by today. 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Mark & Susan Pope           August 9 
Donnie & April Winningham   August 9 

 

Happy Birthday 
 

John Davis           August 5 
Ashton Henry           August 6 
Gavin Weimer           August 6 
Angela Hammick          August 7 
Jeff Mathews           August 7 
Drew Spivey           August 7 
Charlene Thomas          August 8 
Aubrey Williams          August 8 
Jay Eiring           August 9 
Roy Ellas         August 10 
Davis Naylor         August 11 
Seth Tippins         August 11 
 

 

Worship Assignments 
 

Sunday Morning 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Bob Brooks 
 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Bill Rayburn 
 
Communion: Darrell Smith 
 
Servers: 
Bart Burleson        Bill Freeman 
Corey Covington, Sr.   Mervyn Prince 
Damian Fantroy             Wes Blankenship 
Jeff Church                       Johnny Johnson 
Alternates:  
Jeff Dungan / Jeff Mathews 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
Closing Prayer: William Lyles 
 
Ushers:  
Greg Nobles / Joel Abbott 
 
Nursery AM & PM: Amy Jarrett 

 

Sunday Evening 
 

Song Leader: Rick Williams 
 
Opening Prayer: Darrell Powell 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion:  
Drew Spivey / Luke Percer 
 
Closing Prayer: Keegan Holland 
 
Communion Trays Preparation:  
Sam & Melody Warbington 
 
Baptistery Garments:  
Bill & Brenda Rayburn 
 
Communion Cups Pick-Up:  
Kaleigh Mathews / Annie Drake / Eden 
Powell 
 
Cards for Pews: 
Bromleigh Warren / Ava Collins 
 
Pencils for Pews:  
Scott Warren / Emma Warren 
 
Audio / Video: Jay Holland 
 
Summer Quarter Facilities: Jay Holland 
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Youth 
 

Our Lads to Leaders kick-off meeting 
will be on Sunday, August 12, immedi-
ately after our evening worship service 
in the Fellowship Hall. Members, please 
bring finger foods, chips, desserts, and 
drinks. Brother Roy Johnson who is the 
Executive Director of the Lads to Leaders 
program will be our guest speaker.  

  

2019 Philippine Mission Trip 
 
The Philippines Mission Team will meet 
Saturday, August 11, from 9:00am-
2:00pm for an orientation program for 
those who are interested in going on the 
April 2019 mission trip. If you are inter-
ested in being a part of the Philippines 
mission, or want to know more about 
the work we do there, please plan to 
attend this orientation. Continental 
breakfast and lunch will be provided. If 
you plan to attend, please let Bill or 
Brenda Rayburn know by Wednesday 
night.  

 
Professional Christian Counseling   

Available to Hoover Members 
 

We would like to remind our members 
about the availability of professional 
Christian counseling. At times people in 
our church family might want to see 
a professional counselor to help them 
work through issues they are facing. The 
Hoover church has established a rela-
tionship with two local Christian counse-
lors—Dr. Bill Baker and Dr. Doris Wood.  
We also know counseling may create a 
financial burden, so the elders 
have decided that the church will subsi-
dize the majority of counseling costs. We 
hope this will allow some of our mem-
bers to seek counseling who other-
wise might not be able to do so. If you 
would like to see a counselor, please see 
one of the ministers or elders, and we 
will give you the necessary infor-
mation to make an appointment. If you 
choose to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity, your counseling will be held in 
confidence. Please let us know if you 
have any questions. 



Carelines 
 

Remember our shut-ins: Jeff Nabors, 
Rowena English, Jean Gray, Joyce Baker, 
Nancy Williams, and Freida Bearden. 
 
Remember our church family: Jean Ow-
ens, Nancy Harris, Carol Norris, Jean 
Troughton, Sarah Washington, Joe Huff-
man, Lynne Nichols, Gail Powell, and 
Janice McFee. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Carl Anderson (Sarah Washington’s 
cousin), Reid Harkey (Jim & Denia Petru-
zella’s friend), Judith Tomlin (Bill 
Laughmiller’s cousin), Amanda Farrell 
(former member of Hoover), Chris Heth-
cox (Markie Jones’ father), Christi Key 
(Brooke Williams’ friend), Butch Haynes 
(Beth Burleson’s father), and Patrick 
Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ son). 
 
We extend our condolences to Ashley 
Goff and her family upon the death of 
her father, James Ferrell Dodd. Please 
also pray for Sam in the loss of his 
grandmother. 
 
Jim Banks will have surgery at St. Vin-
cent’s on August 14 to remove the tu-
mor on his parathyroid. 
 
Please pray for Jamie Powell and her 
unborn baby as the Powells anticipate 
the baby’s arrival in the near future. 
 
Phyllis Searcy, Phillip’s mother, is recov-
ering from cardiac bypass surgery, and 
Stephen Searcy, Phillip’s father, had a 
heart catherization due to recent chest 
pains.  
 
Breanna Bulger, Denia Petruzella’s 
niece, received good news from tests 
recently. The PET scan results were 
clear, and there was no sign of cancer. 
Radiation and surgery will follow hope-
fully to prevent reoccurrence. 
 
Stacy Seilacher Camp, Jamie Starns’ 
aunt’s friend, has cancer and is not doing 
well. 
 
Zach DiGiorgio, the oldest son of Jim 
Petruzella’s cousin, fell off a roof and 
bruised his head. He has a lot of swell-
ing, so he may be in the hospital for a 
while.  
 
Doyal Newsom’s cousin is at UAB and 
needs a liver transplant. 

Attendance and Offering 
July 29, 2018 

 
Attendance:  
Bible Class: 218 
Worship AM: 320 
Worship PM: 141 
Wednesday: 186 

 
Contribution: $12,893.07 
Weekly Budget: $15,270.40 
Weekly Average: $14,851.14 
Contribution to Date: $445,534.27 

 
 
Supported Works 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  

       ($20,000 annually) 
 

• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-
sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 

• Cusco, Peru Mission Team, Barton 
Kizer ($1,800 annually) 

 

• Cy Walker, Guyana                     
($1,200 annually) 

 

• Brint Rice / Backwoods Camp 
($12,000 annually)  

 

• Local Missions / Food Pantry 
($9,000 annually) 

 

• Stateside Missions                    
($8,000 annually) 

 

• Guyana 
 

• Tanzania    
 

• Philippines  

   

   

 

   

 

Sin’s High Price 
 

Grace frees us from the guilt of sin, but love 
compels us to avoid it at all costs. Think 
with me of a few ways to help us all in the 
endeavor of staying free from the bonds of 
sin. 
 
First, remember that sin was the very thing 
that snatched our Savior from His throne in 
heaven and made it necessary for Him to 
suffer a criminal’s death. Paul wrote, “For 
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for 
us, that we might become the righteous-
ness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
It’s tempting to think that those who actu-
ally mocked and tortured and consented to 
far worse than we are, but the Hebrew 
writer robs us all of that defense when he 
says of people who once believed but fall 
away from God: “they crucify again for 
themselves the Son of God, and put Him to 
an open shame” (Hebrews 6:6).  
  
Next, remember that sin is the one thing 
that will keep you out of heaven. Ultimate-
ly, there is nothing that can bar you from 
heaven’s gates, except unforgiven sins. Paul 
lists the works of the flesh in Gal. 5:19-21 
and says that “those who practice such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God.” 
Even if God wanted to allow unforgiven 
sinners into heaven, He could not, for He 
has promised that He will not (Revelation 
21:27). 
 
Third, remember what a terrible master sin 
is.  The Bible plainly states that the sinner 
serves sin and the devil, not the other way 
around (Romans 6:6). When you choose the 
way of sin, you choose hardship on so many 
levels (Proverbs 13:15). Sin wrecks our spir-
its. It robs us of opportunities to worship 
and pray, serve God, and grow closer to 
Him. Sin damages your physical body. Some 
even become so ashamed because of sin 
that they no longer want to live, and even 
take their own lives. 
 
Each of us will give account of our own ac-
tions. God will not look at what we said to 
people about what we knew was right, or 
how we felt inside, but how we lived our 
lives. 

—Darrell Powell 
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Place  

Postage  

3248 Lorna Road  
Hoover, AL 35216 

Love your enemies 
(Matthew 5:43-48) 

 
 
 
“You have heard . . .”: the way of ________________ (43) 
 
 
 
 
 
“But I say to you . . .”: the way of ______________ (44-48) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What loving enemies looks like . . . 

Proclaim 
 
 
 
OT: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NT: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our commission: _________________________________ 
 
 
 


