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March 11, 2018  
Outcasts 

There’s some ugly stuff in the Bible, some of it risqué enough that I sorta skimmed 

over it in our family devo2onals when the kids were young: Lying, rape, pros2tu2on, 

murder, adultery, drunkenness. 

And those are the good guys. 

Abraham lied and slept with his wife’s servant. Jacob lied and stole his brother’s 

birthright. Tamar dressed up like a pros2tute to seduce Judah, her father-in-law. Da-

vid commi8ed adultery, then murdered his lover’s husband to cover it up. 

We o9en hold up Bible characters as models of faithfulness—and in some ways they 

were (cf. Hebrews 11)—but I’m not sure that’s the main lesson we ought to take 

from their lives. 

I believe the main lesson is what God does through messed-up people. A9er all, isn’t 

the Bible a story of what he has done in human history to demonstrate his glory in 

saving us? 

It’s not as much about what we ought to do as it is about what he has done.  

And what he’s done is an incredible thing. 

He took sinful, messed-up, o9en faithless, some2mes rebellious people and worked 

out his plan for saving you and me. 

God came to earth out of a genealogy that isn’t exactly the poster child for the Top 

Ten Ways to Live for God (read the genealogy in Ma8hew 1 for a representa2ve sam-

ple). 

He surrounded himself with a group of undis2nguished, run-of-the-mill, unle8ered 

fishermen, taxmen, and zealots. 

And he used all this messiness to save the world. 

He took their mistakes to prove a point: nothing thwarts God’s accomplishing what 

he plans to accomplish. 

That’s what Paul says here: “But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that 

the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us” (2 Corinthians 4:7). 

I’m star2ng to think that I need to focus less on how we can imitate great Bible char-

acters. 

I think we ought to think more about simply thanking God for what he did through a 

bunch of people who didn’t seem to have much to offer. 

By the way, he’s s2ll doing this today, which is why he’s doing neat things through 

our o9en messy, unremarkable lives.  —Chuck 

  



Today 
 

All visitors are invited to have lunch 

with us immediately a*er service in 

the Fellowship Hall downstairs. 

This luncheon is hosted by three fami-

lies each month just for our visitors. 
 
Renee Burger Watkins’ Baby Shower 

is this a9ernoon from 2:30-4:00pm. 

She is registered at Amazon.com, Tar-

get, and buybuy Baby. 
 

Weekly Devo0onal at the AHEPA 3 

Apartments will meet this a9ernoon 

at 3:30pm. 
 
Please pray for the Peru Mission Team 

as they travel home today: Rick Wil-

liams, Will Spurlin, Walden & Karisa 

Schlundt, Becky Smith, Wes Blanken-

ship, Andrea Darby, Logan Webster, 

Drew Spivey, Steven Gaither, Shawn 

Troughton, and Tiffany Roberts.   

 

 

Family News & Events 
 
 
The Young at Heart will not meet this 

month but will in April. Our Lads to 

Leaders will be using the Fellowship 

Hall un2l the end of March. 
 

The Food Pantry will reopen on Sun-

day, March 25, from 3:00-4:30pm, and 

the food items needed this month are 

peanut bu8er and rice. 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Dennis & Nancy 

Williams           March 14 

Sid & Lori Aultman          March 15 

Mike & Suzanne 

Clelland            March 15 

 

Happy Birthday 
 
Tom Kidwell           March 12 

Chad Yeilding           March 12 

Adam Mowrer           March 12 

Jonathan Weimer          March 13 

Nancy Griner           March 14 

Nya Gagakuma           March 14 

Emily Hamm           March 15 

 

Worship Assignments 
 

Sunday Morning 
  

Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 

Scripture Reading: Donnie Winningham 
 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Jeff Melton 
 
Communion: Glenn Till, Jr. 

Servers: 

Damian Fantroy  Greg Nobles 

Grant Dalton  Damian Hillary 

Jeff Church  Jon Hunt 

Nolan Williams  Phillip Searcy 

Alternates:  

Jay Eiring / Ivy Dees 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: Darrell Powell 
 
Ushers:  

Corey Covington, Sr. / Wes Blankenship 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Evening 
 

Song Leader: Corey Covington, Sr. 
 
Opening Prayer: Tom McQuillan 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion:  

Keegan Holland / Corbin Holland 
 
Closing Prayer: Darren Hicks 
 
Communion Trays Prepara0on:  

Ken & Carol Norris 
 
Bap0stery Garments: Jean Troughton 
 
Communion Cups Pick-Up:  

Zachary Blakemore / Eli Oni 
 
Cards for Pews:  

Caroline Handley / Hope Handley 
 
Pencils for Pews:  

Jake Williams / Eli Powell 
 
Audio / Video: Marc Handley 
 
Winter Quarter Facili0es:  

Drew Spivey 
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Youth 
 

The Lads to Leaders’ Workshop sched-

ule from now through March 23 is be-

low: 
  

March 11 

 Song Leading / Songs of Praise: 
1:00-1:45pm 

 Bible Bowl: 1:45-2:45pm 

 Puppets: 3:00-4:30pm 
 

Friday, March 16 

 Bible Bowl: 5:30-6:30pm 

 Pizza 

 Puppets: 7:00-9:00pm 
 

March 18 

 Speech—1:00-1:45pm 
 Bible Bowl—1:45-2:45pm 
 Puppets—3:00-4:30pm 
 

Friday, March 23 

 Bible Bowl: 5:30-6:30pm 

 Pizza 

 Puppets: 7:00-9:00pm 

 

Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be on 

Saturday, March 24, from 2:00-4:00pm 

at the Hoover building. This is for 

Nursery-5
th

 grade and their parents. 

Please donate candy-filled eggs—hard 

candy for the 5 years old and up and 

so9 candy for those under five years 

old. There will be two boxes in the foy-

er for you to put the candy in. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love 

the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 

with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” 

—Ma8hew 22:37 

 

 

 

 

 



Carelines 
 
We extend our condolences to Bob and 

Joan Arnold upon the death of Bob’s 

brother, Bill Arnold. Please pray for Bob 

and Joan to have peace and to be safe 

traveling. 
 
Our sympathy goes out to Randy Har-

mon and Kaitlin Matherly upon the 

death of Kim Harmon. Please remem-

ber them in your prayers as they mourn 

their loss. 
 
Joe Huffman has severe pain in his arm 

and is wai2ng on results from a CT scan 

to determine if he can have surgery.  
 
Lynne Nichols is at home now but is s2ll 

very ill.  
 
Sarah Washington is recovering from a 

procedure that she had last week. 
 
Gail Powell is recovering from hip re-

placement surgery. 
 
Breanna Bulger, Denia Petruzella’s 

niece, has been diagnosed with colon 

cancer. 
 
Duane Sabens, Joyce Baker's brother-in-

law, has Parkinson’s disease, and her 

sister, Sue Sabens, is dealing with seri-

ous medical issues. 
 
Billy Joe Watson has been admi8ed to 

Aspire Rehab Facility and is expected to 

make a full recovery. 
 

Remember our shut-ins: Jeff Nabors, 

Rowena English, Jean Gray, and Joyce 

Baker.   
  
Remember our church family: Joy 

Brooks, Brenda Rayburn, Janice McFee, 

Jim Banks, Leroy Owens, Freida 

Bearden, Claudia Velasquez Cuellar, Bill 

Laughmiller, and Nancy Williams. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 

Winford Hogland (Karen Bender’s neigh-

bor), Philip Jones (Jeff Brake’s uncle), 

Winford Washington (Sarah Washing-

ton’s brother), Butch Haynes (Beth Bur-

leson’s father), Mason Conser (Hannah 

Brake’s friend), Charles & Mary Johnson 

(Nancy Harris’ friends), Jus2n Searcy 

(Phillip Searcy’s brother), Tina Dobbs 

and Pauline Hartsock (Gale Je8’s 

friends), Patrick Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ 

son), and McKinley Livingston (Alan & 

Tiffany Roberts’ friend). 

A>endance and Offering 

March 4, 2018 
 

A8endance:  

Bible Class: 239 

Worship AM: 353 

Worship PM: 127 

Wednesday: 177 

 

Contribu2on: $17,083.33 

Weekly Budget:  

Weekly Average: $17,002.29 

Contribu2on to Date: $153,020.64 

 

 
Supported Works 

 Childhaven, Cullman, AL  

       ($20,000 annually) 
 

 Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL

($10,000 annually) 
 

 Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 

 George Funk, Gospel Chariot   

Missions, South Africa                

($2,400 annually) 
 

 Cusco, Peru Mission Team,       

Barton Kizer                               

($1,800 annually) 
 

 Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 

 Colombia Mission                 

($12,000 annually) 
 

 Brint Rice / Backwoods Camp 

($12,000 annually)  
 

 Local Missions / Food Pantry 

($9,000 annually) 
 

 Stateside Missions                    

($8,000 annually) 
 

 Guyana 
 

 Tanzania     

   

   

 

Beware of Pride! It Loves to Destroy! 
 

What does true Chris2an joy look like? 

Listen to what the seventy say in Luke 

10:17: “The seventy returned with joy, 

saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject 

to us in Your name.’”  

 

If you and I are not careful, we could have 

a prideful joy in what we are doing for the 

Lord. It almost sounds like these disciples 

were trying to give credit to themselves 

first, and not the Lord. They should have 

men2oned Jesus first, and not at the end 

of their thought. Jesus then gives them an 

incredible example. In verse 18 He says, 

“Oh no, you do not want to go down this 

path in your thinking, because I saw Satan 

fall like lightning from heaven, and you 

and I have seen his outcome.” Jesus then 

gives them a much needed reminder 

where the real and authen2c authority 

comes from. He says in verse 19: “Behold I 

give you authority to tread on serpents 

and scorpions, and over all the power of 

the enemy and nothing will injure you.” 

 

Some2mes we fall into a trap and we think 

that the authority comes from us and not 

from God and Christ. This is another one 

of Satan’s tools that he uses to cause good 

workers in Christ’s vineyard to fall. We 

must realize that this wonderful work for 

the Lord is not about us. It is all about Je-

sus Christ. We are part of a work that is so 

much bigger than any of us. We are only 

God’s instruments that He can use to fur-

ther increase His kingdom. 

 

I love verse 20, because Jesus gives them 

the real reason why they should be rejoic-

ing. He says: “Nevertheless do not rejoice 

in this, that the spirits are subject to you, 

but rejoice that your names are recorded 

in heaven.” That, my brothers and sisters, 

is what true joy looks like. 

 

—Kyle 
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Place  

Postage  

3248 Lorna Road  
Hoover, AL 35216 

Obedience: Because we love him 

(John 14:15-31) 

 

When obedience is _______________________________ 

 

 

 

I obey God because . . . 

 

 

 

“If you love me, . . .” 

 

     You will 

 

     The _______________ helps us 

 

 

The main point: __________________________________ 

 

 

 

So here we are: __________________________________? 
 

Murmuring Moments 

(Numbers 21:4-9) 

 

Fiery serpents 

 

     Doesn’t this seem like an overreac2on? 

 

 

     Background 

 

 

     Deliverance provided 

 

 

 

The Son of Man [must] be li9ed up (John 3:14) 

 

 

 

 

What is God teaching us here? 
 


