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For many of us, springtime means lots of warm sunny days, new buds blooming outside, spring 
cleaning, and other signs that the winter months are over and summer will be here soon.  As we 

prepare our hearts and minds for this spring quarter, reflect on the following themes:    

March: Remember… To Wait Eagerly.
Hebrews 9?28 So Christ, being offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second 

time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 

Waiting is often something that we dread or dislike.  Waiting in lines, waiting for a paycheck, 
waiting for a better day.  On the flip side, waiting is also exciting, as a child waits for Santaʼs visit on 
Christmas Eve.  Excitement, joy, a “giddy” feeling can accompany that type of wait.  Letʼs remember 
that our lives are also being spent while we are waiting on Jesusʼ return to earth, and it is another time 
for eager anticipation, as we wait on Him to fulfill His promise.

April: Remember…Your Seeds.
 Mark 4?26-29 The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground.  He sleeps 
and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how.  The earth produces by 
itself, first the blade then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.  But when the grain is ripe, at once he 
puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.  

Our times in Bible study, the lessons we hear on Sundays and Wednesdays, our fellowship with 
brothers and sisters in Christ, our hearts singing praises to God… each one of these is like a seed that 
we can gather together and keep with us in the pack that we walk around with every day.  These 
seeds bring life, and help us grow and bloom into the people that God has created us to be.  Letʼs not 
only be sure to plant our seeds that we gather in honor and praise for Him – but also letʼs plant those 
seeds so that the lessons, the love, the joy of Christ are shared and spread to others whose lives we 
touch.  

May: Remember…Your Running Shoes.
 Hebrews 12?1-2 Let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated 
at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 Do you like to run?  Many Americans love to run and they train diligently to accomplish this 
type of goal.  In 2014 there were 673 marathons scheduled in the U.S.  Unless you live outside of 
todayʼs society, you most likely sense the fast pace of life, whether you like to run or not.  The lives 
we live are part of a journey which often seems like a race, whether it is to accomplish something, to 
accumulate something, to finish something, or to outlast something.  Donʼt forget that Scripture 
encourages us to run our “race” with endurance, keeping our eyes on Jesus.  He is with us on this 
journey, and will remain with us until we reach the finish line.
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Dear Deborah
Q. I put up a happy and perfect front to 
hide my hurting and sin. And honestly, I 
think a lot of my youth group friends do the 
same. How do I start being honest? How do 
I get over my fear of showing my true self?

A. You're not alone in your struggles. In 
fact, great heroes of faith have felt the 
same way you feel. The Apostle Paul wrote, 
"I do not understand what I do. For what I 
want to do, I do not do, but what I hate I 
do. … I know that nothing good lives in me. 
… For I have the desire to do what is good, 
but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is 
not the good I want to do" (NIV).

Basically, Paul is admitting that he's no good 
without God. And he's right. The Bible is 
clear that "all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). We all 
hurt. We all sin. And like Paul, we hate some 
of the things we do and we don't 
understand our actions.

So, what's the easiest way to deal with 
these faults? We hide them. We cover them 
up. We dress up and go to church and 
smile. People ask how we are and we 
politely say "Fine"—even though we're 
definitely not fine. Why do we do this? 
Because we don't want to admit we're not 
perfect. We don't want to spill our 
messiness on others. If we do, we think 
people will judge us and reject us.

But church is the one place we should be 
able to be real and messy. We all know 
we're all flawed. We all know we're carrying 
burdens and secret sins. So let's admit them 
and help each other. Now, I'm not saying 
you should stand up in church and 
announce your sin. Instead, I've found that 
meeting weekly with a small group of 
friends helps keep me on the right path. 
These friends hold me accountable to walk 
closer with God. We are very open and 
honest with each other. They cheer me on 
to do good and call me out when I mess up. 
I know I'm a stronger Christian and better 
person because of my relationship with 
them. This type of honesty and vulnerability 
is not easy. It's hard to be open and real. 
When my group started meeting, we mainly 
talked about surface stuff. One day, one guy 
had a family crisis. As he opened up, it gave 
each of us the freedom to also open up. We 
realized we wouldn't be rejected for being 
real. Now we have a very honest, blunt and 
unashamedly Christian group.

So, find at least one other person you can 
be real with and who will accept you for who 
you are (a sinner saved by grace). In doing 
so, you'll begin to overcome your fears 
about being yourself. Most importantly, 
you'll be following the scriptural advice of 
Galatians 6:2: "Carry each other's burdens, 
and in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ" (NIV).

Gods 
Amazing 
Promises 
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RECENT EVENTS 

Our annual ladies retreat was held 
February 17-18 at the Hyatt Hotel. Our 
speaker, Tiffany Gaines, presented 3 
exceptional lessons from God's word that 
encouraged and challenged each of us as 
we labor in His kingdom. We had a 
wonderful time of fellowship, ate plenty of 
tasty treats, and enjoyed lots of laughs. 
The only thing missing were more of our 
Hoover sisters! If you did not attend this 
year's retreat, why not?  We hope you'll 
consider joining us next year! 

The Annual easter egg hunt was a success!  
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"All That You Said to Me I Will Do " Shelby Brooks

The fifth commandment that God wrote on the stone tablets up on Mount Sinai was “Honor your 
father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving 
you.” Many years later Paul wrote in Ephesians 6?1, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord for this 
is right.” Did you know that according to the Law of Moses in Deuteronomy 21, a stubborn and 
rebellious son that just would not obey his parents no matter what they did was to be stoned to 
death? Yikes! When it comes to childrenʼs obedience to their parents, God definitely means 
business. 

Sometimes itʼs hard being a kid. I want to make my parents happy by doing what they say: cleaning 
my room, doing my homework, unloading the dishwasher, brushing my teeth, and being nice to my 
sister…even when she isnʼt nice to me. But, I also want to do what I want to do: watch TV, read my 
Babysitterʼs club books, and play with my American Girl doll. Iʼm only 9, but I get the feeling that 
grown-ups face a similar difficult decision. Grown-ups want to make God happy by doing what he 
says: be kind to your neighbor, attend church, donʼt lose your temper, be patient with your 
children. But they also want to do things that makes them happy. 

I guess kids and grown-ups arenʼt all that different. We are all called by God to a life of obedience. 
There are many men and women in the Bible that exemplify the kind of obedience to which we are 
called.  Abraham, formerly known as Abram, was called by God in Genesis 12?1 to leave his family 
and his home in Ur of the Chaldees and travel to a land that he knew nothing about, the promised 
land. He did it without question and without hesitation. He became known as the Father of the 
Faithful.  Ruth was told by her mother-in-law, Naomi, in Ruth chapter 3 to go to Boaz, a man that 
she barely knew. Ruthʼs reply was, “All that you say, I will do,” a statement that embodies 
unquestioning obedience. 

Many other people in the Bible have demonstrated obedience, but our best example is Jesus. When 
Jesus was 12 years old he traveled to Jerusalem with his parents to celebrate the Passover Feast. 
He ended up getting left behind when his family began the journey back home. Mary, his mother, 
eventually found him in the Temple talking with the priests and scribes. When she asked what he 
was doing, Jesus said to her that famous line, “Did you not know that I must be about my fatherʼs 
business?” The next verse, though, is also very important. It says in Luke 2?51, “And he went down 
with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them.” Jesus was obedient to his earthly 
parents throughout his childhood.

Jesus was also obedient to his heavenly father, God. The ultimate act of obedience is described in 
Philippians 2?5-8. It says, “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross.” Jesus, the Son of God, part of the Holy Trinity, emptied himself, he took on the form of 
a servant, he humbled himself, and he became obedient to the point of death. 

Now, I donʼt like getting in trouble and I certainly donʼt want to be stoned to death. So, I try my best 
to obey my parents and my teachers at school. The fear of being punished or disappointing my 
mom and dad is pretty good motivation to do what I am told. But the example that Jesus set forth in 
the Bible is an even better motivation for kids like me and for all Christians. “All that you say, I will 
do.” Ruth said and lived it, Jesus embodied it, and we are called to keep it. Seven simple words to 
say but the meaning of these words carries a lifelong commitment to God that I am willing to strive 
to keep. And I pray that you will too.



Praise
In Every Season

Many times when we think of the word praise in a Godly context we think of all the ways we can 
show our love and admiration for our Lord God. We are taken to a place of humility and gratitude 
for all the many blessings we have that we do not deserve from a God that is so mighty and 
majestic!

When I was younger my father would often pray and thank God for our trials. Many times while we 
were actually in the midst of what I found out later were pretty major struggles. I never realized the 
faith and strength this took until I got older. We are told in James 1?2-3 to “Count it ALL JOY, 
brethren when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing.”

It is so easy to praise God and to be thankful when life presents us with seasons of happiness. But 
it is in the seasons of tribulations, when we are truly struggling, that we are challenged to be 
continually praising God, to be joyful and thankful.  

We are at the beginning of Spring when all the beauty is blooming and new. But, in order for all of 
this beauty to be seen there is a lot of growth and struggling that has to happen. There are many 
flowers that never open and some that arenʼt ever even able to push their way through the tough 
dirt.

God asks us to use our trials in the same way. We can choose to let our struggles be piles of dirt 
that keep us underground and never allow Godʼs beauty and glory to be seen. Or, we can push 
through our trials and struggles with the help of our church family and all of the other tools He 
provides for us, and become the beautiful blooms that God intended. So, in thankfulness, we praise 
Him for His mighty wisdom to allow us opportunities to endure and become more beautiful, 
stronger, closer to each other and more importantly closer to Him in every season. 
Shawna Brown

Collins Elizabeth Dees, born January 18, parents 
Ivy & Kristen Dees
7lbs 10oz, 20 inches long

Claire Evelyn Lyles, born February 7, parents 
Adam & Laura Lyles
6lbs 3 oz., 20 1/4 inches long
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ASHLEA YALE 

Hometown:  Arab, Alabama 
Occupation:  RN 
Favorite music:  Phil Collins
Favorite recipe:  my Grandma’s chocolate biscuits
Favorite scent: Orange
Favorite color: Purple 
Best advice to give others:  Be here now.  
Three words to describe yourself: Organized, Dog-lover, Reliable
Biggest Adventure: 12 countries in 34 days last September! 

SISTER TO SISTER Member Spotlight  

NYA GAGAKUMA 

Hometown:  Defuniak Springs, FL  
Occupation:  Student-Hoover High School, but plan to 
be a special education teacher  
Favorite music: Bruno Mars, Alessia Cara, and Kari Jobe
Favorite recipe: Lasagna Rolls
Favorite scent: Bath and Body Works Cashmere Glow 
Favorite color: Turquoise and pale pink 
Best advice for others: Be your own kind of beautiful 
Three words to describe yourself: Funny, Caring, Helpful 
Biggest Adventure: Riding the rollarcoaster "Goliath" at sixflags 
while singing "Yes Jesus loves me" with my best friend Mya 
because we were scared out of our lives!

    
    KAREN BENDER 

" " " " Hometown:  Huntsville, Alabama 
" " " " Occupation:  Retired now. Previously worked at Redstone Arsenal 
for   " " " " for 38 years.  My last job was a Supervisory Program Analyst.
" " " " Favorite music:  Jazz and Country
" " " " Favorite recipe: Chicken casserole with Ritz cracker topping. 
" " " " Favorite scent: Peach 
" " " " Favorite color: Blue 
" " " " Best advice to give others: If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, 
" " " " live peaceably with all men. (Romans 12:18) and 
" " " " When in doubt; don't
" " " " Three words to describe yourself: Quiet, Shy, Southern  
" " " " Biggest Adventure: Moving to Birmingham shortly after becoming a 
" " " " widow and stepping outside my comfort zone!
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A MISSIONS BLOG - 
TANZANIA AND GUYANA

By Tiffany Roberts 
When I learned about the 

possibility of doing overseas 
missions last Summer, I was 
ecstatic about the prospect but 
concerned because I knew I could 
never afford such trips. Then I 
learned about the generosity of my 
Hoover church family and their 
willingness to help send us. 
Because of their help, I was 
extremely blessed last Summer to 
attend not one, but two overseas 
mission trips. I hope they know 
that their giving has not been in 
vain.

In Tanzania, we were able to 
take over 1,500 pounds of supplies, 
including food, clothing, toys, and 
Bibles. We conducted countless 
Bible studies and had a total of 
sixteen baptisms. I met three 
amazing families who have given 
up all of their luxuries in America 
and moved to a third world 
country to spread the gospel. I 
watched and learned from 
members of my church family who 
have been to Tanzania several 
times. They taught me how to 
effectively study with someone, 
despite cultural and language 
barriers. They maintained joy and 
positive attitudes, even through 
unfortunate circumstances, 
passport issues, lost luggage, and 
illness. I watched as people who 
were afraid of flying boarded a 
plane because they placed the 
needs of others above their own 
fear. I watched them give their 
own money, their own clothes, and 
their own food to other people 
that they didn’t even know. I 
watched as people who live on the 
other side of the world greeted 

them like family, with a very 
apparent mutual love for one 
another. And when telling about 
their love for the people there, 
tears formed in their eyes. All in 
all, they inspired me.

Less than two weeks after 
returning from Tanzania, I began 
the trek to Guyana with another 
group from Hoover. I watched as 
they kept a sense of joy even when 
arriving to the airport at 4:00am. 
They continually return, year after 
year, to trudge through blazing 
heat and pouring rain in order to 
spread the good news. They left 
behind newly born children and 
newlywed spouses to walk the 
streets of a country that needed 
them. When the temperatures are 
soaring and the van rides are long, 
they laugh. When thunder and 
lightning interrupt the journey, 
they laugh. They enter houses that 
most would not, and when 
studying God’s word is interrupted 
by mice scurrying through the 
couches, over the floor and across 
their skin, they still continue to 
laugh. When the flights are 
delayed, planes are missed, and we 
wearily sleep on an airport floor, 
they laugh. They pour their hearts 
into the work even when rejected 
and give strangers in a foreign 
country a true glimpse of the love 
of Jesus. All in all, they encourage 
me.

The Bible often talks about 
church members having different 
talents from one another. When 
everyone utilizes those different 
talents, it is like a fine-tuned 
machine.

“As each has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another, as 
good stewards of God’s varied 
grace.” -I Peter 4:10

For those of you who were 
able to use your gifts to aid in 
mine, I am deeply indebted and 
forever changed. Whether you 
prayed for us, encouraged us, 
donated supplies, or funded our 
trip, I hope you know that you 
played a key role in so many parts 
of our mission. You helped us to 
spread the good news, you 
provided food and clothing to 
those in need, you went to the 
Father on our behalf to ensure a 
productive and safe journey, and 
you allowed us the blessing of 
being the messengers.

Sitting in a church service in 
Tanzania, I looked at those around 
me and was struck by a realization 
that I always knew but had never 
meant more to me. As I looked 
down the row and realized that 
three of us had our Bibles open, 
and every Bible was in a different 
language, I was awestruck at the 
power of the gospel and the verity 
of verses like Psalms 96:3:

“Declare His glory among the 
nations, His marvelous works 
among all the peoples!”

In a world where hatred and 
sadness continually fill our news 
stations and our computer screens, 
I am so blessed to be a part of a 
church family that spreads the 
news of love and grace with all 
generosity. In closing I leave you 
with a verse that has recently 
resonated with me and that I 
believe describes our mission 
teams and our church with all 
earnestness.

“Having purified your souls by 
your obedience to the truth for a 
sincere brotherly love, love one 
another earnestly from a pure 
heart.” 1 Peter 1:22

Mungu ni pendo. God is love.



We are in desperate need for people, especially ladies, for our mission work in 
Guyana this year.  

Yes, it’s hard.  Yes, it’s hot.  But you will never forget your time there.

Specifically, we need help with teachers.  We have been asked to help a sister church with 
their efforts this year with Bible classes for adults and children along with the Burnham 
Drive Church.  The men typically do the adult classes with the ladies teaching the 
children.  We did this last year at the last minute and had enough people, luckily, to pull it 
off.  This year, we are short on teachers. 

If you have a passion for teaching and kids, you will love Guyana.  It will get loud and it 
will be challenging, but it will be a lot of fun.  You will love these children, love the 
people, love the church and singing and it will call you back again.  You will fall in love.

I did.  

If you want to know more about Guyana, please feel free to talk to Che Abbott, Pam 
Blankenship or myself about this opportunity in Guyana.  We would LOVE to have you this 
year!!!  We NEED YOU! by, Suzanne Cleland 

     
        Beth Burleson
       Jessica Cicero 
       Jane Drake 
       Jenn Dungan
       Maddy Dungan
       Mollye Melton
       Brittany Melton
       Kaci Melton
       Brenda Rayburn

   Welcome New Sisters In Christ! 



ENCOURAGEMENT

By Doyal Newsome

What does encouragement mean? One definition 
says, it is the act of giving someone support, 
confidence, or hope. That is what it means to most 
of us, but most of all, what does encouragement 
mean to God and how does He want us to encourage 
others? 

1 Samuel 23:16 says, Jonathan went to find David 
and encouraged him to stay strong in his faith in 
God. 

God wants us to encourage others through our 
words and actions to stay close to Him. 

There are times in our lives, when we are going 
through trials that are so hard to bear, that at just the 
right time, God will guide others to say the words 
and show actions to uplift our spirits. Our strength 
will be renewed to keep holding on to God’s 
unchanging hand. 

Ephesians 4:29 says, Do not use foul or abusive 
language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, 
so that your words will be an encouragement to 
those who hear them. 

God wants us to say kind and uplifting words to 
encourage others. 

Acts of kindness in words or deeds, will 
encourage and help others in ways we can’t imagine. 
The way we talk to and treat someone, will draw 
them to us or push them away from us. 

2 Chronicles 30:22 says, Hezekiah encouraged all 
the Levites regarding the skill they displayed as they 
served the Lord. 

It pleases God, when we compliment others, for 
doing a good job. 

It is uplifting and encouraging when we tell 
others they did a good job. A compliment may 
inspire others to do a better job. 

By Shawna Brown 
The Encouragement Team is 

part of the Women’s Ministry here 
at Hoover and many of the 
projects that we are involved in are 
ongoing all year long. If you are 
interested in any of the following 
activities and aren’t already a part 
of the team, we would love to have 
you!

We try to greet all new 
members with New Member 
Information Packets so that new 
members can easily and more 
quickly become acquainted with 
their new church family.

We have monthly notes that 
are written to each member that 
has a birthday or anniversary that 
month.

Newly baptized members are 
presented with a Bible signed by 
an elder as a remembrance of the 
most important decision they’ll 
ever make and to encourage them 
daily.

The 2X2 knitting and 
crocheting projects are year-round 
as well and meetings are usually 
the 4th Sunday of the month. Past 
projects have been scarves for 
foster children, potholders for new 

members, and blankets for baby 
showers. New projects are 
constantly being done and you can 
be brand new or an expert to help.

In October, we put together 
and send out college care boxes to 
all the students to help with those 
late-night study sessions. These 
boxes are put together via member 
contributions collected 
throughout the year. 

Thank you for your help to 
make this happen each year!!

JEWELS – What is the Encouragement Team?



LAUGHTER IS GOOD FOR THE SOUL

Visiting his grandparents, a small boy opened the big family 
Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered through the old 
pages. Suddenly, something fell out. He picked it up and found 
that it was an old leaf that had been pressed flat between 
the pages. "Mama, look what I found," he called out.
 "What have you got there, dear?" his mother asked."
 With astonishment in his voice, the boy answered, "I think 
it's Adam's underwear!"

Need a Bible question 
answered; some advice from 
an older, wiser sister in 
Christ; or some practical 
solutions to an etiquette 
problem? 

Our new column, “DEAR 
DEBORAH” - as in the Judge 
who ruled over Israel - but in the 
spirit of Dear Abby, has got you 
covered.   We will keep it 
anonymous so feel free to ask 
anything. Submit your questions 
in the question box which will be 
set up on the back rail.  

Looking Ahead

4/14-16:  Lads to Leaders
4/23:  Maye Elizabeth Hartman 
Wedding Shower
5/6:  Greater than Prom
5/21:  Hoover Family Picnic
5/22:  HS Senior Field Trip to 
Ark/Creation Museum
6/5:  Youth Trip to Six Flags
6/16-17?June Bug at BCC
6/22-24:  VBS
6/25-30:  BCC 4th Session


