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Idols 
Today I’m making an assumption that I feel pretty good about. Most of you don’t want to sin . . . 
right? (The fact that you’re reading a bulletin article like this makes me think I’m right on this) 
Here’s another guess, and I’m even more confident on this one: Even though you don’t want to 
sin, you do it anyway. Often. And sometimes with great gusto. 
Sometimes you do it unintentionally, and sometimes you do it knowing the whole time it’s 
wrong. 
Weird, isn’t it? We do something we don’t want to do and then kick ourselves over it. But why? 
Paul might very well be talking about this struggle when he writes, “For I do not understand my 
own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate” (Rom 7:15). 
The answer to this problem is both multi-faceted and complicated, but there’s something that 
always happens when we sin: At the moment of transgression, we’re not completely satisfied in 
Christ, so we’re trying to find fulfillment, contentment, or satisfaction in something besides him. 
Something besides God becomes a god to us. Here’s an example: 
You may remember the story of the golden calf that the Israelites made not long after they left 
Egypt. God got angry with them over it, but why? There’s nothing inherently wrong with a piece 
of gold that’s shaped into the image of a calf. You might have a sculpture of some sort in your 
yard or a picture hanging in your house—nothing wrong with that. 
The problem comes when we attribute meaning to something that displaces God . . . when we 
turn to something (or someone) besides God to give us what only he can give. Here’s what the 
Israelites said about the golden calf: “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of 
the land of Egypt!” (Ex 32:4). Things went downhill from there. 
We never do that, we say, shaking our heads at their unenlightened thoughts about deities. 
Good thing we’re not that ignorant. But we’re missing the point. 
We don’t build golden calves, but we sometimes try to get things to take God’s place, even 
though they can’t. Maybe we keep buying more stuff—more gadgets, more household decora-
tions, more toys—not because we need them but because they make us feel good, at least tem-
porarily. 
We get stressed out, so we turn to food, pain pills, or alcohol. That takes the edge off, at least for 
awhile. We feel like something’s missing in our lives, so we put in extra time at work to get the 
promotion, the raise, and the recognition. 
Do you see the common thread? Instead of being filled with God and turning to him as our ulti-
mate source of meaning, joy, and self-worth, we turn to the world’s trinkets. 
C.S. Lewis put it well: “We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambi-
tion when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in 
a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far 
too easily pleased.” 
So what’s the answer? When we sin, it’s because we’ve let something take God’s place in our 
hearts. So as we grow spiritually, we find victory not in getting more self-control or beating our-
selves up more. We win the victory over sin when we are overwhelmingly filled with love for 
God. We adore him, worship him, and serve him. He fills us with his glory, and we find true con-
tentment in knowing that he loves us and redeems us. We realize our worth not in our money or 
our goodness or our self-discipline, but because he values us. He adores and loves us. 
To the extent that God becomes our everything, temptation becomes nothing. —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we are thankful for 
your presence. Please fill out a visitor’s 
sheet that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you are vis-
iting from. 
 
Worship service for the AHEPA 3 Senior 
Apartments is at 3:30pm at 3320 Old 
Columbiana Road in Hoover. 

Family News and Events 
 
Please welcome Jo Ann McDonald to 
the Hoover family. Let’s make her feel 
at home—we are blessed to have her 
with us. Her contact information fol-
lows: 608 40th Street South, Birming-
ham 35222; (205) 354-8575. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
December 26, from 3:00-4:30pm. No 
food donations or volunteers will be 
needed at this time. Thank you, church 
family, for supporting this ministry. 
 
There is always one week in the year 
that we do not have a Sunday bulletin. 
Our staff has chosen December 26—
some of them will be celebrating Christ-
mas out-of-town. 
 
New class in 2022 for Gen Z/
Millennials: We’re excited that Jeff 
Melton will begin leading a new class in 
January! If you’re in that age bracket, 
please plan to attend. 
 
 

“But when the fullness of the time 
came, God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the Law, so that He 

might redeem those who were under 
the Law, that we might receive the 

adoption as sons.” 
—Galatians 4:4-5 

 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in December for 
Needs: Harold Rhodes  
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Shawn Troughton 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Joel Abbott 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Bill Rayburn 
 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles 
 
Closing Prayer: Donnie Winningham 
 
Audio/Cameras: Chad Blackmon 
Alternate: Rick Williams 
 
Video: David Naylor 
 
Security: Jerry Culbertson 
Alternate: Walden Schlundt 
 

 
10 Reason to Read the Bible 

 
1. Reading the Bible shows us God’s 

character. Hebrews 1:1-3 
2. Reading the Bible teaches us to 

imitate God. Ephesians 5:1 
3. Reading the Bible helps us discover 

our next step. Psalm 119:105 
4. Reading the Bible keeps us from 

sin. Psalm 119:11 
5. Reading the Bible helps us to re-

new our minds so we can know 
God’s will. Romans 12:1-2 

6. Reading the Bible allows us to be 
certain of what God said. The Bible 
is our final authority. John 17:17 

7. Reading the Bible allows us to re-
ceive the desires of our heart. John 
15:17 

8. Reading the Bible is how we learn 
about the gospel. John 5:39-40 

9. Reading the Bible gives us courage. 
Joshua 1:8-9 

10. Reading the Bible helps us to be 
fruitful. Psalm 1:2-3 
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Youth 
 

• Tonight! Christmas Lights and Carol-
ing 

• Wednesday, December 29: Lock-in 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Christian & Rebecca Harris   
                                                December 21 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Greg Nobles       December 19 
Alexandra Clark       December 20 
Nancy Harris       December 21 
Jennifer Smith       December 21 
Nancy Williams       December 22 
Jameson Jones       December 22 
Eli Powell        December 22 
Brooke Harris       December 22 
Nikesha Fantroy      December 22 
 
 

Message From the Facility Team 
 
Please send ALL facility concerns to 
Drew Spivey and/or Marc Handley by 
sending an email to facili-
ties@hoovercoc.org which will reach 
both of us. We will review and deter-
mine the best course of action for the 
issue and ensure that it is addressed. 
We want to know of anything not being 
cleaned properly, anything broken that 
needs repair, or any issues relating to 
vendors or services that are facility re-
lated, etc. We will utilize this procedure 
as our primary means for tracking re-
quests, issues, and concerns so we can 
accurately document them and ensure 
they are addressed or submitted to the 
eldership for approval as required. We 
will also close the loop on submitted 
issues by providing feedback to the sub-
mitter upon resolution of the issue.    
 

Matthew 5:8 
 

“Blessed are the pure in heart,  
for they will see God.” 

 
 



Attendance and Offering 
December 12, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 176 
AM Worship: 228 
PM Worship: 42 
Wednesday: 125 
 
Contribution: $25,462.45 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $14,930.11 
Contribution to Date: $746,505.42 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 

 
 

1 Samuel 2:2 
 

“There is no one holy like the Lord; 
there is no one besides you;  

there is no Rock like our God.” 
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Carelines 
  

Judy McKeown, Jason McKeown’s mom, is 
being managed with the ventilator, and 
they have made some small improvements 
in her oxygen levels.  
 
Marlon and Linda Crow, Marla Troughton’s 
parents, need our prayers as Linda’s health 
has declined significantly over the last 
month. 
 
Glenn Till, Jr. had out-patient hip surgery 
last week. He is recovering at home.  
  
Monica Robinson requested prayers to 
strengthen her walk with God.  
 
Sarah Washington is recovering from sur-
gery and is doing well. She will have anoth-
er procedure on Thursday, January 13. 
 
We extend our condolences to Charles Gil-
bert and Michelle, Pierce, and Peyton Judd 
on the death of their beloved wife, mother, 
and grandmother, Charlotte Gilbert, a for-
mer member of our congregation.  
 
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’ son, is re-
covering at home from extensive foot sur-
gery. He is progressing; please pray for his 
strength, comfort, and healing. 
 
Joyce Baker, one of our shut-ins, has under-
gone recent medical tests that have come 
back positive for two separate and serious 
issues. She will require more tests.  
 
Anita Wadley, Kyle Wadley’s mother, is 
recovering from a fall and has been moved 
to a rehab facility. She is doing well. 
 
Corey Burke, Ashton Henry’s cousin’s hus-
band, underwent a lengthy operation for 
abdominal cancer on Thursday.  
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
 
Remember our Church family: Gracie 
Gaither, Jeanne Anderson, Sheryl Jackson, 
Gail Powell, Mollye Melton, Jamie Starns, 
and Dick Smith. 
 
Remember our families and friends: Car-
lotta Stevens (Tom & Giana Kidwell’s long-
time friend), Sam Cunningham (Janie 
Gaither’s co-worker’s nephew), Hadley Nel-
son (Joel Abbott’s patient’s daughter), Na-
talie Smart (Joel Abbott’s medical assistant), 
Chris Hethcox (Markie Jones’ dad), Doug 
Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), Charlie Davis 
(Leah Covington’s dad), and Dean Kendrick 
(Markie Jones’ grandmother). 
 

A Father Is A Thing 
 
A father is a thing that is forced to endure 
childbirth without anesthetic.  
A father is a thing that growls when he feels 
good, and laughs loudly when he is scared 
to death.  
A father never feels entirely worthy of the 
praise in a child’s eyes. He is never quite the 
hero his daughter thinks he is . . . never 
quite the man his son believes him to be . . . 
and this bothers him, sometimes. So he 
works hard to smooth the rough places in 
the road for those who follow him. 
A father is a thing that gets upset when the 
first grades in school are not as good as he 
thinks they should be. He scolds his son . . . 
though he knows it is the teacher’s fault.  
A father grows old faster than other people 
because they, in wartime, have to stand at 
the airports and wave good-bye to the uni-
formed son who flies away to face the un-
known. While mothers cry where it shows, 
fathers have to be brave and beam  
outside . . . while quietly dying inside. 
Fathers have stout hearts, so they have to 
be broken sometimes or no one would 
know what’s inside.  
Fathers give daughters away to other men 
who are not nearly good enough . . . so they 
can have grandchildren who are smarter 
than anybody else’s.  
Fathers fight dragons. They hurry away from 
the breakfast table . . . off to the arena, 
which is called an office or a workshop. 
There, with calloused, practiced hands, they 
tackle the dragon with three heads: weari-
ness, work, and monotony. They never 
quite win the fight, but they never give up. 
Knights in shining armor—fathers with shiny 
faces: there is little difference, as they 
march away to each new workday. 
—Anonymous 
 

“If it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, 
choose for yourselves this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods which your 

fathers served that were on the other side 
of the river, or the gods of the Amorites, in 

whose land you dwell. But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.” 

—Joshua 24:15 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Sunday Nights 
 
We’re excited about the opportunities to learn, serve, 
and grow on Sunday nights, so we want you to be aware 
of what’s ahead so you can prayerfully plan how you’re 
going to be involved. Here’s what Sunday nights will look 
like for the rest of 2021. 
 
Tonight: Class: “What is God like?” 
 
December 26: Spiritual growth at home with fami-
ly/friends or worship service at the building at 5:00pm. 


