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December 5, 2021 

 

Submit? 
Submitting to someone is tough to do, and it starts early. Ask the two-year-old who looks 
you in the eye and defiantly grabs the forbidden cookie. Or the seventh-grader who lives by 
the adage that rules were meant to be broken. You’ve seen it in the boundary-testing be-
havior of the sixteen-year-old who constantly has to rediscover that mom means what she 
says. 

And, of course, we’ve seen it in us, and not just back when we were kids. 

It all started in the beautiful nature park of Eden. Adam and Eve sought and found autono-
my, but the fruit didn’t taste as good as they’d hoped. The lie they fell for was the one that 
suggested they could make their own rules, that God’s prohibition was rooted in his wanting 
to keep them from experiencing some kind of secret joy. 

What they found was that deciding for themselves what was best wasn’t all the snake prom-
ised. It led to shame (within themselves), conflict (with each other), and alienation (from 
God). Not to mention what it did for childbirth and tilling the ground. 

We’ve struggled to submit ever since, choosing to go our own way and make our own rules. 
The same spirit that motivates the cookie-grabbing two-year-old animates us as well: we 
want to do what we want to do. 

Except it doesn’t work. At all. 

It didn’t work when Adam and Eve tried it, it didn’t work with Cain, it didn’t work at Babel, it 
won’t work with us. In fact, that’s one of the purposes of the Bible—to give us a thorough 
account of what happens when sinful people live according to their self-centered wants out-
side of God. 

It leads to conflict, hopelessness, anxiety, rebellion, sickness, and death. 

Our way isn’t the best way, and even though we know that intellectually, it’s a hard lesson 
to live. 

Will you meditate on a passage with me this week, and then let it form the basis of your 
prayers? 

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near 
to God, and he will draw near to you” (Jam 4:7-8). 

Perhaps you will pray this prayer with me: 

Father, I know that I so often choose my way instead of Yours, even when I know better. I let 
Satan convince me that living according to my rules is better than submitting to You. I know 
that Your commandments are holy and righteous and true, but I still struggle so hard to sub-
mit to them. Please help me. Help me see that disobedience brings disappointment and that 
You want only the best for me. Enable me by Your Spirit to submit to You, and please mold 
my will so that over time it becomes Yours. 

In the name of Your Son, Amen. 

—Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we are thankful for 
your presence. Please fill out a visitor’s 
sheet that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you are vis-
iting from. 
 
We’re excited about our Faith in Ac-
tion event for this evening! Some of 
you will remember that we went to Fel-
lowship House in September of 2019, 
and it was such a blessing to everyone 
who attended—and to the residents as 
well. We’re looking forward to return-
ing there (thanks to April Collins for or-
ganizing this again!). You still have time 
to donate some toiletries, if possible. 
There’s a box in the main foyer, and 
you can put your items in there; we’ll 
take them with us this evening. Some of 
what we’ll be able to do depends on 
the weather. Generally speaking, 
though, we know this:   
• April will need some of us to be 

there to begin boxing up plates at 
4:15 (we’re providing dinner for 
the people there). 

• We’ll have a devotional at 5:00. If 
the weather permits, we’ll have 
this outside. 

• The residents will begin picking up 
their dinner at 5:30. 

If we’re not able to have the devotional 
outside because of weather, we *may* 
have to limit the number of people who 
can go (because of Covid restrictions), 
but right now the weather looks prom-
ising.  
 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Harper Weimer        December 6 
Ashley Goff        December 6 
Sondra Moss        December 7 
Connor Graham        December 8 
Adelynn Cicero      December 10 
James Leland Schlundt     December 10 
Janet Hamm      December 10 
Wes Blankenship     December 11 
 
 

 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in December for 
Needs: Harold Rhodes  
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Will Spurlin 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Donnie Winningham 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Merv Prince 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
Closing Prayer: Paul Kirby 
 
Audio/Cameras: Chad Blackmon 
Alternate: Rick Williams 
 
Video: David Naylor 
 
Security: Jerry Culbertson 
Alternate: Walden Schlundt 
 

 
Bible Reading Plan for  

December 5-11 
  
Sunday, December 5: Revelation 3-4; 
Isaiah 57 
 
Monday, December 6: Revelation 5-6; 
Isaiah 58 
 
Tuesday, December 7: Revelation 7-8; 
Isaiah 59 
 
Wednesday, December 8: Revelation 9-
10; Isaiah 60 
 
Thursday, December 9: Reflection 
 
Friday, December 10: Revelation 11-12; 
Isaiah 61 
 
Saturday, December 11: Revelation 13-
14; Isaiah 62 
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Family News and Events 
 

The Young at Heart will be having their 
Christmas Party in the fellowship hall 
this Friday, December 10, at 5:30pm. 
The meal will be catered, and we need 
to know how many will be attending 
(the deadline to sign up is the 6th). 
Please sign the sheet that is on the back 
rail in the auditorium. If you have any 
questions, please see Karen Kirby. 
 
George Edwards, who has visited our 
congregation a few times, needs a vehi-
cle as his car is inoperable. He has in-
quired as to whether anyone has a vehi-
cle that they would be willing to donate. 
He currently does not have any means 
of transportation and is having to move 
in December. If you can help, please 
contact Donnie Winningham. 
 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 
Dear Hoover church,  
Just as words can’t express the deep 
loss that we as a family feel, words also 
can’t express just how loved and sup-
ported we’ve been throughout this un-
foreseen journey. From the countless 
number of cards, floral arrangements, 
calls, texts, visits, meals, prayers, and 
other displays of care, you have gone 
above and beyond in exemplifying 
Christian love. Your generous kindness 
will never be forgotten, and we sincere-
ly thank each and every one of you. It 
truly is a blessing to be a part of the 
Hoover church family. 
Please continue to keep our family lifted 
up in prayer as we navigate through life 
without our beloved Eddie.  
With much gratitude, 
Doris, Erika, and DeKayla Sankey 
 
 
 

“What we once enjoyed and deeply 
loved, we can never lose, for all that we 

love deeply becomes part of us.” 
—Helen Keller 

 
 



Attendance and Offering 
November 28, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 147 
AM Worship: 219 
PM Worship: 36 
Wednesday: 112 
 
Contribution: $11,826.65 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $14,686.57 
Contribution to Date: $704,955.52 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 

 
Acts 1:8 

 
“But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the end of the earth.” 
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Youth 
 

• Saturday, December 11: Childhaven 
Christmas 

• Wednesday, December 15: Pre-
teen Devotional, 5:30pm 

• Wednesday, December 15: Service 
Project 

• Sunday, December 19: Christmas 
Lights and Caroling 

• Wednesday, December 29: Lock-in 
 
 

Childhaven Christmas Gifts 
 
Every year we buy Christmas gifts for 
the children at Childhaven. The gifts 
must be brought to the building by De-
cember 8—we will deliver them on Sat-
urday, December 11. Please go to the 
following link to see a list of names with 
a gift written below the child’s name: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040B4BACA928A31-childhaven6. 
Return the gifts wrapped and labeled 
with only the item # and the child’s 
name. You can also sign up to give mon-
ey—please give this to Kyle Wadley or 
Daniel Warren. If you have any ques-
tions about the child or the gift, or if 
you have problems signing up, please 
contact Lauren Warren at laurenwar-
ren10@gmail.com or 205-422-6688. 
 
 

Let God Be Part of Your Story 
 
One of the greatest satisfactions is to 
look back and see the signature of God 
in our lives, His intervention, His love 
and faithfulness. Give yourself this gift 
and decide to trust Him from your 
youth, let Him be the owner of your 
heart. You will not regret! 
—Anonymous 
 

“You, Sovereign Lord, have been my 
hope; I have trusted in you since my 

youth.” 
—Psalm 71:5 

 
 

 

Carelines 
  

Sarah Washington had surgery last week, and 
the procedure went well. Please pray for a 
complete recovery. 
 
Judy McKeown, Jason McKeown’s mother, is 
being treated for Covid pneumonia. Please 
remember her in your prayers and pray for 
Jason’s dad as well.  
 
Gracie Gaither, Steven and Janie Gaither’s 
daughter, has been diagnosed with Covid.  
 
Joyce Baker, one of our shut-ins, has under-
gone recent medical tests that have come 
back positive for two separate and very seri-
ous issues. She will require more tests—please 
pray these tests will be favorable for her. 
 
Austin Wentz, 14-year-old grandson of John 
and Wilda Gardner (friends of the Rayburns), 
is being treated for lymphoma at St. Jude in 
Memphis. 
 
Sam Cunningham, Janie Gaither’s co-worker’s 
seventeen-year-old nephew, is fighting leuke-
mia.  
 
Hadley Nelson, six-year-old daughter of a pa-
tient of Joel Abbott, has liver failure which is 
viral related. She’s on a ventilator. 
 
We extend our sympathy to the family of 
Wendy Britt. Wendy was a former member of 
Hoover and passed away last week. The family 
had a private service for her. 
 
We extend our condolences to Sarah Wash-
ington and her family upon the death of her 
sister, Cyree Portis. Cyree lived in Akron, OH. 
 
We extend our condolences to Leah Coving-
ton and her family upon the death of her 
cousin, Kristin Sekafatz. Kristin passed away 
from surgical complications. Please also pray 
for Leah’s friend whose son, Jake Brady, 
passed away. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, Nancy 
Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
 
Remember our Church family: Jeanne Ander-
son, Sheryl Jackson, Gail Powell, Mollye Mel-
ton, Jamie Starns, and Dick Smith. 
 
Remember our families and friends: Natalie 
Smart (Joel Abbott’s medical assistant), Chris 
Hethcox (Markie Jones’ dad), Doug Abbott 
(Joel Abbott’s dad), Charlie Davis (Leah Cov-
ington’s dad), Justin Maynard and Caroline 
Maynard (friends of Leah Covington), and 
Dean Kendrick (Markie Jones’ grandmother).  
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4BACA928A31-childhaven6
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4BACA928A31-childhaven6
mailto:laurenwarren10@gmail.com
mailto:laurenwarren10@gmail.com
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

Truth and Lies: Flesh and Spirit 
(Galatians 5:16-18) 

 
The _______________ 
 
 
 
 
Authority versus ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
____________________ 
 
 
 
 
____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Nights 
 
We’re excited about the opportunities to learn, serve, 
and grow on Sunday nights, so we want you to be aware 
of what’s ahead so you can prayerfully plan how you’re 
going to be involved. Here’s what Sunday nights will look 
like for the next few weeks. 
 
Tonight: Faith in Action. Alternatively, there will be a class 
at 5:00 in the auditorium tonight by Jerry Culbertson: 
“Archaeology and the Bible.” 
 
December 12: Small Groups. 
 
December 19: Class: “What is God like?” 
 
December 26: Spiritual growth at home with fami-
ly/friends or worship service at the building at 5:00pm. 


