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Different 
Sometimes the tension we experience in this world is tough to deal with. We get tired of the 
pressure the world puts on us to compromise our convictions. It’s everywhere, isn’t it? TV, the 
Internet, at work or school, even sometimes at church. 

Don’t conform, Paul writes in Romans 12:2. Don’t let the world squeeze you into its mold. Be 
different. Be holy. Be sanctified. 

Some Christians choose to withdraw from the world to escape its pressure. Some create com-
munes, while others shut themselves off in other ways—technologically, socially, etc.—from all 
the world’s garbage. 

There’s got to be some kind of separation between us and the world, but it’s hard to know how 
far to go. Most of us would prefer not to move to a monastery-type existence to escape the 
world’s distractions. Plus, Christians in the Bible stayed in the communities where they had lived 
before accepting Christ. 

So we’re left with the uncomfortable tension of being “in the world but not of the world.” While 
a few people take the “don’t be conformed” message of the gospel to an extreme, most of us 
struggle with the opposite end. Maybe I’m wrong, but sometimes it seems like there’s not too 
much of a difference between us and everybody else out there. 

When Israel prepared to go into Canaan, God warned them incessantly: Don’t worship the gods 
of the people in the land. If you do, he warned, really, really bad things will happen. 

Did they listen? 

You probably know the answer. They rarely resisted the pressure to be like the pagans around 
them, and their history is replete with story after story of the awful things they faced because 
they turned their backs on God. 

Of course it’s easy for us to point our fingers at the ancient Israelites. They’re easy targets, and 
they can’t defend themselves. It’s considerably harder for us to look inward and ask ourselves, In 
what substantial ways are we significantly different from everybody else? 

Let’s think about this, not to encourage guilt, but rather just to help us do some serious self-
reflection—a healthy practice. 

How are we different in the way we use money? Do we spend the same percentage on self-
centered pursuits as everybody else? Our talents—do we use them to pursue mostly our agen-
das or God’s? Are there differences between the way we and the world pursue entertainment? 
Do we laugh at the same jokes, thrill at the same displays of sex and violence, revel in the same 
examples of debauchery? 

Do we handle our anger the same way as the fly-off-the-handle co-worker at work? What about 
lust, gossip, selfishness, impatience, criticism, or judgmentalism? Are we more or less likely to 
compromise our integrity to get ahead than the guy who has few religious convictions? 

What I struggle with here is that when I look at the ancient Israelites, I perceive their choices to 
be more clear-cut than ours. I’m sure it’s an oversimplification, but it seems more black-and-
white for them—either they worshiped Baal or God. Either they built an Asherah pole or not. 

It’s grayer for us, but no less real. And because the Israelites’ choices led to their being punished 
by God, we ought to spend some time every day reflecting on the extent to which our commit-
ment to Christ has effectively changed the way we live day-to-day. 

There must be real, substantive differences between us and everybody else, because following 
Jesus means we’ll be holy . . . and holy is always different from the majority.           —Chuck 



Today 
 
The American Red Cross Blood Drive is 
this morning from 7:30am-1:00pm in 
the fellowship hall.   
Hoover’s Chili Cook-off is today from 
4:30-6:30pm in the fellowship hall. If 
you would like to enter the contest, 
bring your chili in a Crockpot and have 
it here no later than 4:00pm. We’ll also 
have a devotional and singing after we 
eat.   
 

Family News and Events 
 
The Clothing Closet will be open to the 
community and will be held in the fel-
lowship hall on Saturday, November 20, 
from 9:00am-2:00pm. Masks will be 
required and there will be limited ca-
pacity. Volunteers will be needed.   
The Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon at 
the AHEPA 3 Apartments will be on 
Sunday, November 21, at 12:00pm. 
The church will provide the meat. 
Members, please donate side dishes, 
drinks, desserts, and rolls. A sign-up 
sheet is on the back rail in the auditori-
um.   
Sunday, November 21, we will host our 
8th Annual Thanksgiving Pantry from 
3:00-4:30pm. We had a tremendous 
turnout last year, so your assistance to 
prep and distribute food would be ap-
preciated. Please click the link to sign 
up: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60B054CA8A922A46-2021 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Don & Angie Thomason     November 13 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Renee Watkins        November 8 
Mark Lackey        November 8 
Frances Swallows       November 9 
April Collins        November 9 
Jennifer Lackey      November 10 
Brady Aultman      November 11 
Marla Troughton     November 12 
Buddy Morrison     November 12 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in November for 
Needs: Jimmy Lyles  
 
Call to Worship: Darrell Powell 
 
Scripture Reading: Matthew Cicero 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Joel Abbott 
 
Sermon: Darrell Powell 
 
Communion: Steve Cotney 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
Closing Prayer: Stephen King 
 
Audio/Cameras: David Naylor 
Alternate: Chad Blackmon 
 
Video: Caleb Henry 
 
Security: Jim Petruzella 
Alternate: George Faison 
 

 
Bible Reading Plan for  

November 7-13 
 
Sunday, November 7: Daniel 4-6;  
Psalm 144 
 
Monday, November 8: Daniel 7-9; 
Psalm 145 
 
Tuesday, November 9: Daniel 10-12; 
Psalm 146 
 
Wednesday, November 10: 1 Thessalo-
nians 1-2; Psalm 141 
 
Thursday, November 11: Reflection 
 
Friday, November 12: 1 Thessalonians  
3-5; Psalm 148 
 
Saturday, November 13: Joel 1-3;  
Psalm 149 
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Walk4Water 
 
Walk4Water and joint worship time: 
We’re so excited to join other Christians 
in the Birmingham area and once again 
partner with Healing Hands Internation-
al in bringing clean water to people in 
developing countries who don’t have 
access to it. Our Walk4Water event will 
be Sunday afternoon, November 14, at 
Veterans Park on Valleydale (near Spain 
Park High School)— we’ll be headquar-
tered under the pavilion next to the vol-
leyball courts. Registration begins at 
1:30pm, and the walk starts at 2:00pm. 
Some will choose to walk the 4-mile dis-
tance out of respect for the millions of 
women and children in developing 
countries who walk this distance daily to 
get water, which—in most cases—is 
contaminated by different kinds of bac-
teria. Others will simply attend the 
event to show their support and raise 
awareness for this very treatable prob-
lem. It’s also an excellent opportunity to 
show our kids that we can make a 
difference in the lives of fellow human 
beings who are struggling. To register 
for the walk or to donate, please go to 
this link and join our team: https://
www.hhi.org/walk4water/birmingham-
al-2021-0. At around 4:00, we’ll join in 
with other believers in a time of singing 
and worship. 
 

Items Needed for the  
Tanzanian Women 

 
1. Children’s clothes 
2. Women’s sweaters 
3. Diapers 
4. Feminine Hygiene products (pads) 
5. Socks 
6. Underwear 
7. Deodorant 
8. Toothpaste & toothbrushes 
9. Soap 
10. Towels  
Please put these items in the food pan-
try cart in the back lobby. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054CA8A922A46-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054CA8A922A46-2021


Attendance and Offering 
October 31, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 160 
AM Worship: 247 
PM Worship: 82 
Wednesday: 148 
 
Contribution: $15,661.25 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $14,762.85 
Contribution to Date: $649,565.20 

 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 

 
 

Mark 1:38 
 

“He said to them, let us go somewhere 
else to the towns nearby, so that I may 

preach there also; for that is what I 
came for.” 
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Carelines 
  

We extend our condolences to Doris, 
Erika, and DeKayla Sankey, as well as 
the rest of their family and so many 
friends, on the sudden death of Eddie 
Sankey, a loving husband and father. 
Eddie served for years as a deacon in 
our congregation, and he is loved by 
everyone who knew him.   
Wendy Britt, a former member of Hoo-
ver, is in the hospital with internal 
bleeding and is not doing well.   
Jeanne Anderson is recovering from 
surgery. Please pray for her strength, 
healing, and overall health.   
Sarah Washington has been diagnosed 
with Invasive Ductal Carcinoma. She will 
begin treatment soon.   
Jamie Starns has been approved to do-
nate a kidney to her cousin. The surgery 
is scheduled for January 6, 2022.  
Arthur Benjamin, Melinda Richardson’s 
brother, is in the hospital with Covid. He 
is going through a rough time and has 
developed blood in his lungs.   
Frankie and Ray Anderson, friends of 
Carol Norris from New Orleans, are 
struggling with medical problems.   
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker.  
Remember our Church family: Sheryl 
Jackson, Gail Powell, Mollye Melton, 
and Dick Smith.  
Remember our families and friends: 
Doug Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), Charlie 
Davis (Leah Covington’s dad), Patrick 
Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ son), Dean 
Kendrick (Markie Jones’ grandmother), 
Debbie Cofer  (Suzanne Clelland’s 
friend), Cynthia Thomas (Leah Coving-
ton’s friend), Jerry Moss (Sondra Moss’ 
husband), Elizabeth Chase (Joel Ab-
bott’s co-worker’s sister), and Tyresha 
Riddle and Karis Riddle (Jasmine Bur-
roughs, Joel Abbott’s medical assistant’s 
friends). 
 
 
  

NEED SOME GOOD ADVICE? 
 
The Bible is a book of wisdom. Paul said 
the scriptures made Timothy “wise for 
salvation” (2 Timothy 3:15). 
The Psalms contain an enormous amount 
of God’s wisdom. 
• Do you need help in finding words to 

pray to God (Psalm 86)? 
• Do you struggle to find comfort in 

times of grief (Psalm 23)? 
• Do you wrestle with evil people trying 

to hurt you (Psalm 10)? 
• Do you look for words to use to praise 

God (Psalm 100)? 

• Do you seek to find ways to confess 
sin to God (Psalm 51)? 

• Do you want to know more about the 
character of God’s Word (Psalm 119)? 

What the Psalms are to our relationship 
with God, the Proverbs are to our rela-
tionship with people. 
They provide:  
• Wisdom for the young (1:1-7). 

• Advice on avoiding fleshly sins such as 
fornication (Proverbs 7), partying 
(1:10-17), and drunkenness (23:29-
35). 

• Good advice on having and rearing 
children (22:6, 15). 

• Verses on how to get along with 
neighbors and friends (25:17-19) and 
how to avoid foolishness (26:1-12). 

• Advice on how to use one’s tongue 
(15:1-4). 

• Advice on how to view wealth and 
poverty (13:7). 

The Bible gives wisdom about sin. 
• God hates sin (Proverbs 8:13). 

• Sin separates from God (Isaiah 59:2). 
• Sin is against God (Genesis 39:9; 

Psalm 51:4). 
• God will punish those who sin (Ezekiel 

18:4). 
 

We need God’s wisdom to guide us 
through life to heaven. 

—Anonymous 
 

“Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and 
the man who gains understanding.” 

—Proverbs 3:13 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

Title: Too Far Gone 
 
Would you believe if I beg you to? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keep praying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nobody is too lost 
 
 
 
 
  

Sunday Nights 
 
We’re excited about the opportunities to learn, serve, 
and grow on Sunday nights, so we want you to be aware 
of what’s ahead so you can prayerfully plan how you’re 
going to be involved. Here’s what Sunday nights will look 
like for the next few weeks. 
 
TONIGHT: Chili Cook-off. 
 
November 14: Walk4Water at Veterans Park. 
 
November 21: Class: “What is God like?” 
 
November 28: Spiritual growth at home with fami-
ly/friends or worship service at the building at 5:00pm. 
 
December 5: Faith in Action. 
 
December 12: Small Groups. 
 
December 19: Class: “What is God like?” 
 
December 26: Spiritual growth at home with fami-
ly/friends or worship service at the building at 5:00pm. 


