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Pearls before swine? 
 

Don’t ever give up on anyone, right? 

There’s something honorable about sticking with people, particularly when it comes 
to evangelism. That atheist you work with? Maybe she’ll eventually come to faith. The 
skeptic who lives next door? His barriers might be torn down soon. 

We intuitively know not to give up on people, which is what makes this passage a 
difficult one, especially coming from the One we know will never give up on us: 

Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they 
trample them underfoot and turn to attack you (Matthew 7:6). 

The dogs he’s talking about are wild scavengers, and all pigs were unclean to Jews, so 
these aren’t compliments. 

Dogs . . . pigs . . . really? What is Jesus talking about? 

Some early Christians used these verses to defend their belief that some people—
because of their ethnicity—were unworthy of the gospel. There’s no need to evange-
lize the Gentiles, because they’re not God’s chosen people. Others applied it to the 
Lord’s Supper, suggesting that Jesus meant for us not to serve Communion to ungodly 
people. 

I’m pretty sure Jesus meant neither one. 

If you’ve ever tried to share the gospel with others, you’ve probably been rejected by 
uninterested folks. How many times should you try? What if they repeatedly turn you 
down? 

I’m guessing that Jesus meant we only have a limited time to share his word with peo-
ple who are lost, so we should be wise in how we go about it. When someone makes 
it clear that he isn’t interested in hearing about Christ, we ought to turn our attention 
to others who might be receptive. 

You’ve probably heard the maxim: “No one should hear the gospel twice until every-
one hears it once.” It’s often used by good, mission-minded people who are taking the 
gospel to unreached people groups. We wouldn’t want to take that saying literally—
some of us needed to hear it a few times before we accepted it—but there’s probably 
a kernel of truth to it. 

We can spend so much time taking the gospel to people who’ve heard it and rejected 
it repeatedly that we don’t share it with those who’ve never had the chance. 

Or, maybe closer to home, we’re discouraged because someone we love simply won’t 
accept the gospel. Maybe Jesus wants us to know that some people are unreceptive. 
Maybe they’ll be interested later, but for now they’re not. 

In those cases, we shouldn’t let their rejection cause us to think that no one is recep-
tive. Truth is, there are millions of people out there who will follow Jesus when they 
hear the gospel. Let’s do our best to take it to those folks as soon as we can. 

One more quick thought: If you’ve got a non-Christian husband, wife, child, sibling, or 
someone else you love dearly, Jesus isn’t telling you to give up on him or her. Keep 
praying, keep being salt and light—sometimes it takes years for people to turn to 
Christ. —Chuck 



Today 
 
The Bridal Shower for Kendyll Coving-
ton is today in the front lobby from 
2:30-4:00pm. Kendyll and Dakotah are 
registered at Bed Bath & Beyond, Tar-
get, and Home Depot. 
  
Worship services for the AHEPA 3  
Senior Apartments will meet today at 
3:30pm at 3320 Old Columbiana Road 
in Hoover. 

 
 

Family News and Events 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
September 26, from 3:00-4:30pm, and 
the food item needed this month is 
Peanut Butter. 
 
We will be having a Stronger Families 
Workshop on Friday-Saturday, October 
15-16, at the building. There is no 
cost to attend, and childcare will be 
provided. There will be a sign-up sheet 
on the back rail in the auditorium, or 
you can register at the link below: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeOK60ckwRnFdi8NFjy05GuE
DI_P6S7yoDybzq4JDt0Hl2S7Q/
viewform?usp=sf_link    

 

 

   Happy Anniversary 
 
Landon & Markie Jones    September 19 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Maralise Blankenship    September 20 
Rayna Johnson     September 22 
Judy Singleton     September 23 
Rick Williams     September 24 
Tucker Spivey     September 24 
Olivia Kelly      September 25 
William Lyles     September 25 

 
 

Youth 
 

The Youth Group (6th-12th grades) will 
be at the Deep Youth Experience at the 
Ashville Road Church of Christ on Sep-
tember 24-25, Friday-Saturday. Parents 
can see the GroupMe app for details. 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in September for 
Needs: Carl Logan 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Daniel Warren 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Drew Spivey 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Corey Covington 
 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles 
 
Closing Prayer: Matthew Cicero 
 
Audio/Cameras: Clint Richey 
 
Video: Grant Dalton 
 
Security: Stephen King 
 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
September 19-25 

 
Sunday, September 19: Jeremiah 10-12; 
Isaiah 14 
 
Monday, September 20: Jeremiah 13-
15; Isaiah 15 
 
Tuesday, September 21: Jeremiah 16-
18; Isaiah 16 
 
Wednesday, September 22: Jeremiah 
19-21; Isaiah 17 
 
Thursday, September 23: Reflection 
 
Friday, September 24: Jeremiah 22-24; 
Isaiah 18 
 
Saturday, September 25: Jeremiah 25-
27; Isaiah 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 2 

Carelines 
 

A Celebration of Life for Desma Russell, 
Karen Bowers’ mom, will be on Thurs-
day, September 30, at Aldridge Gardens, 
3530 Lorna Road, Hoover, 35216, at 
2:00pm. The service will be outdoors 
under the pavilion.  
  
Dean Kendrick, Markie Jones’ grand-
mother, was recently diagnosed with 
Dementia and is getting worse. Please 
pray for this family as they try to navi-
gate this disease and try to do what’s 
best for her. 
 
Jane Spivey, Rex Anderson’s sister, had 
surgery last week and was released 
from the hospital on Monday. Her re-
covery will take about 2-3 weeks. Please 
pray for her healing. 
 
Tim Hethcox, Markie Jones’ uncle, is in 
the hospital with COVID and pneumonia 
and is not doing well. 
 
An eighth-grade student of Kendyll Cov-
ington and Rebecca Harris, Haley Strip-
ling, lost her mom today after a month-
long fight against COVID. If you would 
like to contribute to a GoFundMe ac-
count that was created for Haley and 
her family, please see Kendyll or Rebec-
ca. 
 
Jeanne Anderson had a heart catheter 
inserted; please pray for encouraging 
results and for her health overall. 
  
Tiffany Roberts met with an orthopedic 
specialist in St. Louis to find out why she 
cannot walk. Please pray that her visit 
was uplifting. 
 
Charlie Davis, Leah Covington’s dad, has 
prostate cancer; please pray for his 
healing. 
 
Doug Abbott, Joel Abbott’s dad, has 
Parkinson’s Disease and severe arthritis 
in his back. Please pray for his strength 
and comfort as he struggles with this 
disease.  
 
Robert and Tammy Powell, Tiffany Rob-
erts’ parents, are recovering from 
COVID. Please pray for their healing. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOK60ckwRnFdi8NFjy05GuEDI_P6S7yoDybzq4JDt0Hl2S7Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOK60ckwRnFdi8NFjy05GuEDI_P6S7yoDybzq4JDt0Hl2S7Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOK60ckwRnFdi8NFjy05GuEDI_P6S7yoDybzq4JDt0Hl2S7Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOK60ckwRnFdi8NFjy05GuEDI_P6S7yoDybzq4JDt0Hl2S7Q/viewform?usp=sf_link


Attendance and Offering 
September 12, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 154 
AM Worship: 222 
PM Worship: Groups in Homes 
Wednesday: 128 
 
Contribution: $13,238.35 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $14,955.31 
Contribution to Date: $553,346.58  

 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 

 
 
 

Psalm 71:8 
 

“My mouth is filled with your praise, 
declaring your splendor all day long.” 
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(Carelines cont.) 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker.  
Remember our Church family: Sheryl 
Jackson, Gail Powell, Mollye Melton, 
and Dick Smith.  
Remember our families and friends: 
Patrick Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ son), 
Carl Naylor (David Naylor’s brother), 
John McGee (Sam and Melody Warbing-
ton’s neighbor), Pam Reece (Jim Reece’s 
sister-in-law), Harry Green (Bill Ray-
burn’s friend), and Shirley Rayburn (Bill 
Rayburn’s sister-in-law). 
 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 
To my church family,  
Thank you for your prayers, kind words, 
texts, calls, and cards. Words cannot 
convey how much you mean to me.  
Mollye Melton 
 
Dear Church family,  
Thank you for all the prayers and cards.  
In Christian love, 
Sheryl Jackson  
 
 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, 
but on what is unseen, since what is 
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 
eternal.” —2 Corinthians 4:18 
 
 
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.” —Romans 12:12 
 
 

Start the Day with God 
 
God,  
Please enlighten our minds with truth, 
inflame our hearts with love, inspire our 
will with courage, enrich our lives with 
service. Pardon what we have been, 
sanctify what we are, and order what 
we shall be.  
Amen. 
 

Balanci Faith 
 
Sometimes you hear people say that 
Christians are known more for what we’re 
against than what we’re in agreement 
with. Sadly, sometimes this seems true. 
We shouldn’t be KNOWN for pointing fin-
gers, judging others, and making it known 
what we believe is “right” and “wrong.” 
Instead of trying to “get ‘em told,” we 
should be trying to save their souls!   
A spiritually mature Christian doesn’t get 
angry at people because they aren’t faith-
ful to God. A spiritually mature Christian 
mourns the lost and wants desperately to 
SHOW them WHY it is wonderful to serve 
to God. It is a constant challenge to bal-
ance faith and works, but James 2 stresses 
the importance of both. “But someone 
will say, ‘You have faith and I have works.’ 
Show me your faith apart from your 
works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works” (James 2:18). Real faith cannot 
exist without good works any more than 
love can exist without actions to back up 
the emotion.   
Understanding the depths of God’s love 
for US gives insight into the fact that He 
loves others every bit as much! When it 
comes to your faith and actions, you are 
establishing habits and patterns right now 
that literally can shape your life for better 
or worse. One key to success here is that 
when we start focusing on faith, the good 
deeds follow naturally.   
Balancing faith and works can be a diffi-
cult thing to accomplish. Good deeds or 
bad deeds don’t affect God’s love for us 
even one bit. And, good deeds alone can-
not earn God’s favor or salvation, though 
using our talents faithfully is required 
(Luke 15). But, actions are evidence of the 
compassion, love, and grace God has be-
stowed on every Christian. So, today, will 
you consider submitting to Christ as a re-
action to God’s matchless love? “So also 
faith by itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead” (James 2:17).  
—Darrell Powell 
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Place  

Postage  

Hard Sayings of Jesus: Taking the Kingdom by Force 
(Matthew 11:7-15; Luke 16:16-17) 

 
Receiving the kingdom means: _______________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Receiving the kingdom means: _______________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Receiving the kingdom means: _______________________ 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

September-October Sunday Nights 
 
We’re excited about the opportunities to learn, serve, 
and grow on Sunday nights, so we want you to be aware 
of what’s ahead so you can prayerfully plan how you’re 
going to be involved. Here’s what Sunday nights will 
look like for the next few weeks. 
 
Tonight: “Bill Rayburn presents missions report on  
the Philippines.”  
Sept 26: We will take time for family at home, or gather 
with other Christians. A video devotional will be availa-
ble online, and there will also be a class in the auditori-
um at the church building if you’d prefer an in-person 
class.  
October 3: Faith in Action (Tiffany Roberts will coordi-
nate).  
October 10: Small groups.  
October 17: Class in the auditorium: “What is God like?” 
(Exodus 34:5-7).  
October 24: Spiritual growth with family/friends.  
October 31: Singing service. 

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


