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Worry 
Some of you lay awake last night worrying about something. It may have been the blood 
panels that made your doctor want to do a few more tests. “It’s probably nothing,” she said, 
but your mind has gone crazy ever since. 

A few of you were thinking about your kids, worrying a little (or a lot!) about some choices 
they’re making. Why don’t they just listen to me? Or, This is probably just a phase they’re 
going through . . . right? 

You may have been fretting over your job. It’s nothing definite yet, but the numbers aren’t 
looking good, and you’ve heard through the breakroom grapevine that layoffs are almost 
certainly coming. People in your department aren’t optimistic. 

And then there’s retirement. How long will Social Security be around? And what if I don’t 
have enough invested? What about this healthcare mess? 

Or it could’ve been just a general sense of unease with nothing specific. I’ve had sleepless 
nights where I felt like I needed to be worried about something but couldn’t figure out what 
it was. (Sometimes I’m quite good at this worrying thing . . .) 

I know folks who don’t worry at all—they know it doesn’t do any good, won’t change any-
thing, etc.—so they don’t do it. I don’t know for sure, but I suspect those people are in the 
minority. Worry invades the hearts of good Christian people, even people with strong faith. 

Like most of our struggles, Jesus speaks quite directly to anxiety. Below is a longer passage 
than usual, but please take the time to read it: 

Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And 
which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anx-
ious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so 
clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will 
he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 
“What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?” For the Gentiles 
seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 
Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Suffi-
cient for the day is its own trouble (Matthew 6:25-34). 

There’s a lot in that passage, but it all comes down to one thing: Trust . . . or the lack of it. I 
don’t want to oversimplify what Jesus says, but here’s the gist: Your Father feeds the birds, 
and he clothes the grass of the fields—can’t we trust him to take care of us as well? Well, 
yes, we can and we should, but we don’t always do it. 

Pause and think about this today. Ask yourself what’s going in in your life that’s robbing you 
of peace. What’s keeping you awake at night? What’s causing your stomach to churn? 
What’s keeping you from enjoying the blessings God has given you? 

Whatever that thing is, turn it over to God. He’s big enough to handle it, don’t you think? 

He is, and he will, so give it to him. Ask him to take it off your shoulders. Ask him to work 
things out according to what he knows to be best. And then ask him to help you live the life 
of joy he wants to give you. And sleep better tonight. —Chuck 



Today 
 
Worship services for the AHEPA 3  
Senior Apartments will meet today at 
3320 Old Columbiana Road in Hoover at 
3:30pm. 
 
Let’s pray together this evening at 
5:00! We hope you’ll be with us this 
evening at 5:00 for a special prayer ser-
vice. Several men will lead us in prayers 
for different spiritual needs in our 
church and world. 
Do you have anything you’d like for us 
to pray about tonight? There’s nothing 
wrong with praying about health con-
cerns, but this evening we’re going to 
focus our prayers on spiritual matters—
lost souls, the faith of our families and 
children, and our church’s spiritual 
leaders. 
You probably have someone you love 
who is struggling—maybe a son or 
daughter who doesn’t know Christ. Or 
maybe you’ve been trying to influence a 
co-worker who needs hope in her life. If 
so, we hope you’ll give us the chance to 
pray for them tonight. If you’re com-
fortable doing so, you might share their 
name with us. Or if you would rather 
not mention a name, you could ask us 
to pray for a “family member,” a “son” 
or “daughter,” or a “co-worker.” 
Or if there’s something else that’s on 
your heart, we’d love to take your con-
cern to the Father this evening. Please 
give any requests that you have to 
Merv Prince 
(mervynprince1@gmail.com) or Chuck 
Webster (chuck.preacher@gmail.com), 
and we’ll share your request with one 
of the men who will be leading prayer 
tonight. 
 
 
 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

—Colossians 4:2 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in September for 
Needs: Carl Logan 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: RJ Arnold 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Wes Blankenship 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Rick Williams 
 
Announcements: Harold Rhodes 
 
Closing Prayer: Johnny Johnson 
 
Audio/Cameras: Clint Richey 
 
Video: Grant Dalton 
 
Security: Stephen King 
 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
September 5-11 

 
Sunday, September 5: Job 19-21;  
Isaiah 2 
 
Monday, September 6: Job 22-24;  
Isaiah 3 
 
Tuesday, September 7: Job 25-27;  
Isaiah 4 
 
Wednesday, September 8: Job 28-30;  
Isaiah 5 
 
Thursday, September 9: Reflection 
 
Friday, September 10: Job 31-33;  
Isaiah 6 
 
Saturday, September 11: Job 34-36; 

Isaiah 7 
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Family News and Events 
 

The office will be closed tomorrow to 
observe Labor Day.  
 
There will be a Bridal Shower for 
Kendyll Covington in the front lobby on 
Sunday, September 19, from 2:30-
4:00pm. Kendyll and Dakotah are regis-
tered at Bed Bath & Beyond, Target, and 
Home Depot. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
September 26, from 3:00-4:30pm, and 
the food item needed this month is Pea-
nut Butter.  
 
We want to acknowledge our guests/
visitors at Hoover with cards, so if you 
see a new face, please ask them to com-
plete the registration sheet that is in 
each pew (these can be left in the pew 
after the worship service). There are 
also visitors’ cards on the back rail in the 
auditorium. 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Paul & Karen Kirby      September 7 

 
Happy Birthday 

 
Sherry Stevens       September 5 
Margaret Moore      September 7 
Rex Anderson       September 8 
Warren Collins       September 8 
Connor Church       September 9 
Harper Yeilding       September 9 
 
 

 

mailto:mervynprince1@gmail.com
mailto:chuck.preacher@gmail.com


Attendance and Offering 
August 29, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 123 
AM Worship: 198 
PM Worship: 108 
Wednesday: 121 
 
Contribution: $13,380.50 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $14,964.96 
Contribution to Date: $523,773.73  

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 

 
 

“Come and hear, all you who fear God, 
and I will tell what He has done for my 
soul.” 
—Psalm 66:16 
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Carelines 
 
Desma Russell, Karen Bowers’ mother, 
is in Baptist Hospital in Montgomery 
suffering with Covid.   
We extend our condolences to Rebecca 
Webster (Grant Webster’s wife) and 
her family upon the death of her father, 
Todd Batchelor. He passed away after 
struggling with COVID. Janet Batchelor, 
Rebecca’s mother, was released from 
the hospital but is still on oxygen.   
We extend our condolences to Damian 
Hillary and his family upon the death of 
his mother, Rosalay Hillary.  
Jeanne Anderson had a CT scan last 
Thursday and is waiting on the results. 
Surgery will be scheduled soon.   
Janie Gaither had surgery and is recov-
ering at home. She is doing well.  
Sheryl Jackson’s surgery went well, and 
she will be at her daughter’s home to 
recover.   
Charlie Davis, Leah Covington’s dad, 
has prostate cancer.  
Doug Abbott, Joel Abbott’s dad, has 
Parkinson’s Disease and severe arthritis 
in his back and lately has been strug-
gling with leg pain and falls.   
Marion Covington, Leah Covington’s 
daughter-in-law, had surgery last week 
to remove a melanoma on her leg.   
Elizabeth Chase, sister of one of the 
doctors (Laura Parks) who works in Joel 
Abbott’s practice, was released from 
the hospital last week.  
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker.  
Remember our Church family: David 
Naylor, Gail Powell, Monica Robinson, 
Mollye Melton, and Dick Smith.  
Remember our families and friends: 
Robert and Tammy Powell (Tiffany Rob-
erts’ parents), Patrick Nichols (Lynne 
Nichols’ son), Carl Naylor (David 
Naylor’s brother), John McGee (Sam 
and Melody Warbington’s neighbor), 
Pam Reece (Jim Reece’s sister-in-law), 
Harry Green (Bill Rayburn’s friend), and 
Shirley Rayburn (Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-
law). 

God Cares 
 
The Bible says, “Cast all your care upon Him, 
for He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). This is 
such a warm thought, but it’s easier said 
than done, isn’t it? Of course, when we can 
find it within ourselves to let go and trust in 
the Lord, it just brings all sorts of blessings. 
We can be sure that He tends to our physi-
cal needs when we are seekers of His king-
dom (Matthew 6:33). We can be sure that 
He guards us in a spiritual sense when we 
are willing to obey Him and submit to His 
care (1 Peter 5:7; Matthew 11:28-30). And 
we can be certain that He will bring with 
Him to heaven those who diligently seek 
Him (Hebrews 11:6).  
You aren’t alone if you fret over the cares of 
this world. How will the contents of my 
bank account get me through this month? 
What if my health is failing? Does God care 
about the problems in my marriage? You 
can count on one of these trials to come. 
However, by “looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith,” we should be able 
to keep from becoming consumed by these 
discouragements (Hebrews 12:2-3). Paul 
said our “light affliction,” which only lasts 
for a moment, helps to build for us an ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory (2 Co-
rinthians 4:17). Therefore, let us turn those 
worries into joy for the hope that is set be-
fore us.   
Each day the devil tries to connive, scheme, 
and trick each of us into the dreary depths 
of sin. The picture he paints is one of beauty 
and endless pleasure, but the reality that 
lies beneath is an ugly and gruesome sight. 
At times temptations seem unbearable, but 
be sure that our God is faithful and will al-
ways leave for us a way of escape when 
overwhelming desires come knocking (1 
Corinthians 10:13). In all our spiritual trials, 
there is one who is constant, unchanging, 
and who will always be there to protect us 
from the death Satan brings. Look to our 
almighty God and Father when anxieties are 
highest.   
Let’s strive to live in such a way that when 
the end comes we will be able to say, “I did 
my best to obey God, and then I trusted in 
Him to do the rest.” He most certainly will 
keep His promises. Have faith and know 
that God cares about you.  

—Darrell 
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Place  

Postage  

Renewed Praying 
(Acts 4:23-31) 

 
Their audience: “________________________” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Their request: “________________________” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God’s answer: ____________________________ 
 
 
 
 

August-September Sunday Nights 
 

We’re excited about the opportunities to learn, serve, 
and grow on Sunday nights, so we want you to be aware 
of what’s ahead so you can prayerfully plan how you’re 
going to be involved. Here’s what Sunday nights will 
look like for the next few weeks.  
Sept 5: In lieu of our monthly Faith in Action service 
event, for September we’re planning a Prayer Service. In 
addition to praying for health concerns on our 
CareLines, we’ll spend time praying for other concerns 
that are on our hearts. We’re grateful to Merv Prince 
for coordinating this evening of prayer.  
Sept 12: We will meet in small groups in homes.  
Sept 19: Chuck will teach a class in the auditorium: 
“What is God like?” (Exodus 34:5-7).  
Sept 26: We will take time for family at home, or gather 
with other Christians. A video devotional will be availa-
ble online, and there will also be a class in the auditori-
um at the church building if you’d prefer an in-person 
class.  
October 3: Faith in Action (Tiffany Roberts will coordi-
nate).  
October 10: Small groups.  
October 17: Class in the auditorium: “What is God 
like?” (Exodus 34:5-7). 

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


