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Money on his mind 

There’s a reason Jesus said so much about money—maybe because more people lose 
their souls over it than anything else. The problem is, it grabs your heart and won’t let 
go. Years ago I remember hearing a particular man in the community I once lived in de-
scribed as someone who’s “got money on his mind.” 

It’s a struggle, isn’t it? Here’s the caveat you’re expecting—there’s nothing inherently 
wrong with money. Even though that’s true, it’s just as true that there’s something terri-
bly wrong with many people’s attitude toward it. 

Often we choose careers based more on their average salary than we do about our par-
ticular set of gifts, what we enjoy doing, or the kind of family life we’ll have. Some of us 
max out our 401(k)s in hopes that we won’t run out of it before we die, while some of 
us spend it like it’s burning holes in our pockets. 

Either extreme is equally wrong—one seeks happiness in hoarding money for later, 
while the other thinks it’ll bring him happiness if he spends it all now. Both look to mon-
ey to give them something it can’t. Oh, it teases and hints and promises, but it never 
delivers. “Get enough of me and I’ll fill that hole in your soul—I’ll make you blissfully 
happy,” it whispers. 

But it lies. 

Here’s one of the Lord’s warnings about money: 

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal (Matthew 6:19). 

It won’t last, no matter how much you’ve got invested. Eventually—maybe before you 
die or maybe a few years after—it’ll rot away, be spent away, or get stolen away. If it 
survives the moths and the beneficiaries and the thieves, one day it’ll disappear. This 
world as it is isn’t going to last. 

And really—that’s the point Jesus is getting at here. Don’t live your life chasing depreci-
ating assets, and everything you can measure is depreciating. Don’t run after stuff that 
gives you a temporary thrill but does nothing to salve that ache in your soul. 

Oh, his warning is for the rich folks, you say? Not quite—sometimes the not-so-rich are 
just as obsessed with money as the ones they envy in the prestigious neighborhoods. 
They crave what they can’t have, while the rich obsess over having more. 

Truth is, all of us struggle with losing perspective over money, with giving it a prized 
place in our hearts. Some very religious folks have been corrupted by an unexpected 
windfall. 

So we ought to listen to Jesus. Be careful, ridiculously careful, obsessively careful, and 
don’t let money get inside your heart. It won’t bring you what you think it will. 

—Chuck 



Today 
 
Worship services for the AHEPA 3 Sen-
ior Apartments will meet today at 3320 
Old Columbiana Road in Hoover at 
3:30pm. 
 

Family News & Events 
 
Please welcome Judy Singleton to our 
church family. She had been visiting 
with us for a while and placed member-
ship on Sunday, August 1. Her address 
is 3850 Galleria Woods Drive, Hoover 
35244. 
 
We wish joy to Emily Blakemore and 
Aidan McQuillan on being baptized last 
Sunday, August 1. May God bless and 
always watch over them. 
 
The JEWELS Ladies’ Ministry Meeting 
will be held in the auditorium on Sun-
day, August 15, at 3:30pm. All ladies, 
please join us to get involved in JEW-
ELS! Meet team leaders and decide 
which team you want to serve along-
side. 
 
If you are interested in being the coor-
dinator for the Young at Heart, please 
contact one of the Elders for 
more information. 
 
Our first Faith in Action Project for the 
year was a tremendous success. We 
had an abundant turnout of volunteers 
and assembled 100 bags for women 
coming out of prison or drug rehabilita-
tion. The bags will be given to them as a 
reward for completing an 8-week par-
enting class which is designed to pre-
pare them for reclaiming their roles as  
parents. Many thanks to Denia Petru-
zella for coordinating this project.  
  
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
August 29, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item that is needed this month is 
Oats. 
 
 

“Let everything that has breath praise 
the LORD. Praise the LORD.” 

—Psalm 150:6 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in August for Needs:  
Harold Rhodes 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Shawn Troughton 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Donnie Winningham 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Torrey Clark 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: Matthew Trousdale 
 
Audio/Cameras: Will Spurlin 
Alternate: Clint Richey 
 
Video: Marc Handley 
 
Security: Daniel Warren 
Alternate: Walden Schlundt 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for August 8-14 
 

Sunday, August 8: Obadiah 1;  
Psalm 111 
 
Monday, August 9: 2 Corinthians 1-3; 
Psalm 112  
 
Tuesday, August 10: 2 Corinthians 4-6; 
Psalm 113 
 
Wednesday, August 11: 2 Corinthians 
7-9; Psalm 114 
 
Thursday, August 12: Reflection 
 
Friday, August 13: 2 Corinthians 10-13; 
Psalm 115 
 
Saturday, August 14: Ezra 1-4;  
Psalm 116 
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Youth 
 

Our next pre-teen (3rd-5th grades) devo-
tional will meet in the Fellowship Hall 
on Wednesday, August 11, at 5:30pm. 
Please bring your Bible—supper will be 
provided.  
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Donnie & April Winningham      August 9 
Mark & Susan Pope              August 9 
Steve & Vickie Cotney            August 14 

 

Happy Birthday 
  

Charlene Thomas             August 8 
Aubrey Williams             August 8 
Jay Eiring               August 9 
Roy Ellas             August 10 
Joe Thomas             August 11 
Seth Tippins              August 11 
David Naylor             August 11 
Faye Bailey             August 12 
Cindy Burnett            August 13 
Mercy Lyles             August 13 
Lynne Nichols            August 14 

 
Carelines 

 
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’ son, will 
be having surgery on Thursday, August 
12. Please pray for his healing. 
  
David Naylor was admitted to the hos-
pital on Wednesday with COVID and 
pneumonia.  Addie and Bennett, his 
children, are also ill with COVID.  
 
George Faison asks for prayers to draw 
closer to God. 
 
Mollye Melton is recovering from sur-
gery, and the recovery is expected to 
last about eight weeks. 
 
Please pray for April Collins’ father. He 
is in the hospital ICU and seriously ill 
with COVID. 
 
Linda Gooding, Bob Arnold’s niece, is 
still in a hospital in KY fighting COVID-
19. Kenny, Linda’s husband, passed 
away on Friday from COVID. 
 
The Cobb Family, Jill Kelly’s friends, 
from TN, are all suffering with COVID. 
 



A Fork in the Road 
 

   He came to a fork in the road. On one 
hand there was the road that led up a hill 
where three crosses stood. On two of the 
crosses, criminals were to be crucified, but 
the third cross was reserved for the very 
Son of God. He knew that it was his be-
trayal that placed Jesus into the hands of 
the angry mob. He gazed long and hard 
down that road, but his remorse and 
shame caused him to notice the road on 
his other hand. It was a lonely road, which 
no one seemed to have traveled that day. 
Judas chose the lonely road, and as he 
walked, weeping bitterly, it came to him. 
He saw the tree, and he knew what he 
would do. He draped the rope over a large 
limb, tied it around his neck, and hanged 
himself. 
   Meanwhile, up the other road, our 
suffering Savior bled. He was bound to the 
cross only by His love for us as the multi-
tude continued deriding Him. Then, he 
opened His mouth and said, “Father for-
give them for they know not what they 
do.” Oh, if only Judas had walked up that 
road instead! Perhaps he could have 
fought through the guilt and shame. May-
be, in addition to 1st and 2nd Peter, our 
New Testament would contain 1st and 2nd 
Judas as well. 
   The truth is, Judas was no more wrong 
than Peter, any one of the hateful men 
and women who consented to Jesus’ 
death, or you, or me. We’ve all sinned, and 
we’ve all gone astray (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 
53:6). But God is willing to save all of us. 
   God has done His part. Our responsibility 
is to obey the gospel of Jesus Christ (2 
Thessalonians 1:8). Paul said that saving 
message is that Christ died for our sins, 
was buried, and rose again on the third 
day (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). Then, in Ro-
mans 6:3-4, Paul explains how every per-
son can OBEY that gospel message. “Or do 
you not know that as many of us as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into His death? Therefore we were buried 
with Him through baptism into death, that 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life.” You too 
are guilty . . . which road will you choose? 

—Darrell Powell 
  
 

Attendance and Offering 
August 1, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 131 
AM Worship: 205 
PM Worship: 125 
Wednesday: 135 
 
Contribution: $23,176.89 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $15,196.69 
Contribution to Date: $471,097.33  

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 

1 Timothy 4:13 
 

“Until I come, devote yourself to the 
public reading of Scripture,  

to exhortation, to teaching.” 
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(Carelines Cont.) 
 

Giana Kidwell has COVID-19 and is im-
proving. 
 
Doug Abbott, Joel Abbott’s dad, has 
Parkinson’s Disease and severe arthritis 
in his back and lately has been strug-
gling with leg pain and falls.  
 
We extend our sympathy to Sondra 
Moss and her family upon the death of 
her mother, Christa Smith.  
 
Please continue to pray for Jeanne An-
derson’s health. 
 
Dawsyn, a small child and friend from 
Jill Kelly’s home congregation in Jack-
sonville, is suffering from a genetic dis-
order called Caroli Disease and may 
possibly need a liver transplant in the 
future.  
 
Elizabeth Chase, sister of one of the 
doctors (Laura Parks) who works in Joel 
Abbott’s practice, is slowly improving; 
please continue to pray for her.  
 
Edna Earle Daffron, a long-time friend 
of Steven and Janie Gaither, had sur-
gery on her intestines and is now on a 
ventilator.  
 
Charlie Davis, Leah Covington’s dad, 
has prostate cancer; please pray for his 
healing. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Dale & Joyce 
Baker. 
 
Remember our Church family: Dick 
Smith, and Gail Powell. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Carl Naylor (David Naylor’s brother), 
John McGee (Sam and Melody Warbing-
ton’s neighbor), Pam Reece (Jim Reece’s 
sister-in-law), Harry Green (Bill Ray-
burn’s friend), Tiffany Stack (Sylvia Huff-
man’s granddaughter), Shirley Rayburn 
(Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-law), and Court-
ney Carlisto (former member of Hoo-
ver). 
 
“He heals the brokenhearted and binds 

up their wounds” (Psalm 147:3). 
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The Fiery Trial 
(1 Peter 4:12-19) 

 
Peter’s favorite metaphor: the trial as  _____________ 
 
 
 
 
What the fire does: 
 
     It reveals what you _______________ in 
 
 
 
 
     It shows you their  ______________________ 
 
 
 
 
     It teaches you to _________________________________ 
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