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July 25, 2021 

 

Look at him 
I’ve pretty much given up on professional sports.* Something about the money and the 
look-at-how-awesome-I-am attitude has taken most of the fun out of it. 

Maybe it’s old-fashioned, but I’ve never been a big fan of the showmanship. It happens at 
every level, I suppose, but it seems to ramp up in most professional sports. A guy scores a 
touchdown, makes a big tackle, or hits a long jump shot, and then he jumps up and faces the 
crowd. Look at me! Look at how good I am! Don’t you wish you were like me? The choreo-
graphed dance moves change, but the message doesn’t. Me. It’s about Me. 

I wish I knew otherwise, but sometimes there might not be that much difference between 
the attitudes of us non-professional athletes and the one of the guy dancing in the end zone. 
His stage is much bigger than ours, so more people are watching, but the temptation he’s 
succumbing to knocks on our doors too. 

It probably knows where you live as well. 

Of all the things Jesus talked about in his greatest sermon, he didn’t address anything as 
deeply or as thoroughly as he did this. I think he might mean it. 

He did it with giving, he did it with praying, and now he does it with fasting. 

And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that 
their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But 
when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by 
others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you (Matthew 6:16-18). 

The Pharisees were the football show-offs of their day, only their audience consisted of the 
adoring Jewish masses, and their stage was every street corner in Jerusalem. They strutted 
around and hoped everyone would notice how incredibly religious they were. 

Me. It’s about Me. Look at how much I give. Look at how long I pray. Look at how strictly I 
fast. 

Change the characters, their clothing, their city, and maybe what they’re doing, and you 
might end up at my house or yours, or maybe the churches we attend. 

The stage might be Facebook or Instagram, a blog, a church bulletin, or a church pulpit, but 
the temptation’s there. 

Me. Look at Me. Look at how much I give. Look at how many church services I attend. Look 
at how many verses I quote. Look at how committed I am. Can’t you tell how much I love 
Jesus? 

The problem now is the same as it was then—it never has been and never will be about me 
or you. It’s about Him, and only Him. 

And when it’s about me or you, it’s not about Him, and God simply will not accept things I 
do—no matter how “religious” they are—when I do them for an audience other than Him. 

Him. Look at Him. That’s a brief but quite accurate way of summing up the entire life of dis-
cipleship. —Chuck 

*Except MLB baseball, which I like to think avoids some of these pitfalls :) 



Today 
 
The Food Pantry will be open today 
from 3:00-4:30pm. We will not need 
any volunteers today. Thank you, Hoo-
ver family, for supporting this ministry. 
 
Worship services for the AHEPA 3 Sen-
ior Apartments will meet today at 3320 
Old Columbiana Road in Hoover at 
3:30pm.  
 
Fourth Sunday nights at home: As we 
announced a few weeks back, we’re 
excited about using each fourth Sunday 
night this year as we did for most of 
2020 and the first half of 2021. Nothing 
will be scheduled at the church build-
ing, but we really want to encourage 
you to spend time with your family 
and/or friends and have a spiritual time 
of fellowship and worship. We’ll pro-
vide a video devotional for you to use 
as a guide. You might gather with just 
your family, or perhaps you’ll have 
some friends from church over and 
worship together. You might invite a 
neighbor to your house who would nev-
er darken a church door but might 
come into your living room. We encour-
age you to do something spiritual, 
something centered on God, something 
to strengthen your family or friend-
ships, something to show the love of 
Jesus to someone who doesn’t know 
him. Ask God to help you redeem these 
fourth Sunday nights in creative ways 
that he can bless to his glory. We’re 
excited to see what he might do with 
these special nights. Feel free to share 
with us how you see God moving! 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Rex & Jeanne Anderson    July 30  
 

Happy Birthday 
  

Stan Tippins     July 27 
Grace Rutland     July 27 
George Faison     July 29 
Lily Aultman     July 29 
Donnie Winningham    July 30 
Ben Vick     July 31 

 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in July for Needs:  
Jimmy Lyles 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Walden Schlundt 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Joel Abbott 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Corey Covington, Sr. 
 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles 
 
Closing Prayer: Shawn Troughton 
 
Audio/Cameras: Rick Williams 
Alternate: Will Spurlin 
 
Video: Clint Richey 
 
Security: Steven Gaither 
Alternate: George Faison 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for July 25-31 
 

Sunday, July 25: 1 Corinthians 15-16; 
Psalm 101 
 
Monday, July 26: 2 Chronicles 1-4; 
Psalm 102 
 
Tuesday, July 27: 2 Chronicles 5-7; 
Psalm 103 
 
Wednesday, July 28: 2 Chronicles 8-11; 
Psalm 104:1-23 
 
Thursday, July 29: Reflection 
 
Friday, July 30: 2 Chronicles 12-15; 
Psalm 104:24-35 
 
Saturday, July 31: 2 Chronicles 16-18; 
Psalm 105 
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Family News & Events 
 
We’re looking forward to resuming our 
monthly Faith in Action service projects 
in August. Beginning in 2018, we started 
looking for specific opportunities to bless 
our community, and God opened many 
doors for us to let his love and light be 
seen in us. Because of Covid, of course, 
we paused these activities early in 2020, 
but we’re excited that we can finally get 
back to planning these monthly opportu-
nities for God’s salt and light in us to be 
experienced by our communities. We 
appreciate Denia Petruzella for planning 
one for August, so please read her mes-
sage below for ways in which you can 
participate in this great opportunity. 
Next Sunday evening, August 1, we will 
be assembling 100 gift bags for mothers 
coming out of drug rehab or incarcera-
tion, who have completed a parenting 
class. These bags are a reward for their 
hard work in the class. Most of them 
have lost everything and need encour-
agement as they prepare to enter regular 
life. It is such a blessing for us to be able 
to help them with small luxuries that we 
often take for granted. There are several 
ways to help:  
A Signup Genius has been created which 
will allow members to sign up for a spe-
cific amount of needed items and pur-
chase them. On Sunday evening, we will 
need members to assemble the bags,  
and we will also need volunteers to write 
notes of encouragement. A brochure 
about our congregation and an edition of 
the House To House publication will be in 
each bag too.   
Below is the Signup Genius link:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4CA5A72EA46-faith 
 

A group of people from our congrega-
tion will meet at the AHEPA apartments 
at 10am on Saturday, July 31, to help 
Alfonso Johnson move from one apart-
ment to another. It shouldn’t take very 
long if we have several who can help. 

 
 
 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4CA5A72EA46-faith
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4CA5A72EA46-faith


Greater Love 
 

Jack Kelley, a reporter working for USA To-
day, was in Mogadishu, the capitol of Soma-
lia, to cover a famine. He came across a boy 
on a back road. The boy was malnourished: 
his stomach was protruding. His hair was 
reddish, and his skin was wrinkled as if he 
were 100 years old.  
 
The photographer gave him a grapefruit. The 
boy was so weak he could not hold it, so 
Kelley cut it in half. The boy took half, looked 
up as if to say “thank you,” and began to 
walk toward his village. He did not realize 
the photographer and the reporter followed 
at a distance.  
 
In the village he came to his younger broth-
er, who looked to be dead. His eyes were 
glazed over. The older boy kneeled, bit off 
and chewed a piece of grapefruit, opened his 
brother’s mouth, put the fruit in, and 
worked his jaw up and down. (The reporter 
later learned that the older brother had 
been doing this for two weeks.) A couple 
days later the older brother died, but the 
younger one lived.    
Is this what Jesus meant when he said, 
“Greater love has no one than this, than to 
lay down one’s life for his friends” (John 
15:13)? Love changes everything. It changes 
our hearts and causes us to do things for 
others that we would never have done be-
fore. 
—Anonymous 
 
 

Jesus is Everything to Me 
 

Both the Lamb and the Shepherd 
(John 1:29,36; Revelation 7:17; Isaiah 53:7)  
Both the Builder and the Buyer 
(Matthew 16:18; Acts 20:28; Ephesians 
5:23,25) 
 
Both the Servant and the Master 
(Mark 10:45; Luke 22:27; Matthew 23:8,10; 
Mark 4:38; John 13:13; Colossians 4:1)  
Both the Sacrifice and the High Priest 
(Ephesians 5:2; Matthew 20:28; I Timothy 
2:6; Titus 2:14; Hebrews 9:26; Hebrews 4:15) 
 
Both the Advocate and the Judge 
(I John 2:1; I Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 7:25;  
2 Timothy 4:1,8; 2 Corinthians 5:10) 
 
—Author Unknown 

Attendance and Offering 
July 18, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 136 
AM Worship: 221 
PM Worship: 110 
Wednesday: Church Canceled 
 
Contribution: 16,658.81 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $15,237.70 
Contribution to Date: $441,893.35  

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 

Psalm 34:5 
 

“Those who look to him for help will be 
radiant with joy; no shadow of shame 

will darken their faces.” 
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Carelines  
 
We extend our condolences to Jill Graham 
and her family upon the death of her moth-
er, Carolyn Jeanette Neal Webster. Carolyn 
passed away on Monday, July 19.  
 
We extend our condolences to Doris San-
key and her family upon the death of her 
mother, Mary Pearl Still. Mary Pearl passed 
away on Saturday, July 17.  
 
Please pray for our family members, Pam 
Blankenship, Susan Pope, and Will Spurlin, 
who have tested positive for COVID-19. 
 
Carl Naylor, David Naylor’s brother, has 
been diagnosed with COVID and pneumo-
nia. Please pray for his healing. 
 
Jeanne Anderson is feeling some better; 
please continue to pray for her health. 
 
Charlie Davis, Leah Covington’s dad, has 
been diagnosed with prostate cancer. 
Please pray for his healing. 
 
Elizabeth Chase, sister of one of the doctors 
(Laura Parks) who works in Joel Abbott’s 
practice, has had a slight improvement in 
her condition, but she has compromised 
heart and liver function. 
 
Jim Scott, Tom & Giana Kidwell’s daughter-
in-law’s father, is recovering from surgery. 
Please pray for his health. 
 
Darren Brooks, Bob and Joy Brooks’ son, 
has COVID-19 and pneumonia, but he is 
improving.  
 
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’ son, is still 
receiving infusions for his foot—please con-
tinue to pray for his healing. 
 
Pam Reece, Jim Reece’s sister-in-law, has 
begun her chemo treatments and is also 
being treated for Parkinson’s. Please contin-
ue to pray for her health.  
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Dale & Joyce Baker. 
 
Remember our Church family: Dick Smith, 
Gail Powell, Sarah Washington, and Hosea 
Dallas. 
 
Remember our families and friends: Harry 
Green (Bill Rayburn’s friend), John McGee 
(Sam and Melody’s neighbor), Tiffany Stack 
(Sylvia Huffman’s granddaughter), Jenny 
Tucker (Giana Kidwell’s niece), Shirley Ray-
burn (Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-law), and 
Courtney Carlisto (former member of Hoo-
ver).   
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Place  

Postage  

Caught in the act (John 8:1-11) 
 
 
The _______________ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Lord’s  ____________________ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Words of _________________ and __________________ 
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