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Not good enough 
If you’re like most Christians, sometimes—maybe quite often—you feel like you’re not 
good enough. Other people see you at church and maybe think you’ve got it all together, 
but you know better. You know the real you, and he needs quite a bit of work. God’s really 
got his work cut out for him if he wants to make anything out of this mess. 

And I think that’s part of the answer to a question you may have had before: Why does the 
New Testament begin with a dry, meaningless (to us) genealogy? Matthew took up pre-
cious space on his scroll to include the names of a bunch of people who are relatively un-
known to us, with a few notable exceptions. 

Historically, of course, he wanted to prove to his audience that Jesus came from the right 
lineage and that he was qualified to be the Jewish Messiah. But I think Matthew had more 
in mind. In fact, I think he had you in mind. 

A couple of things point to this: Jesus’ ancestry wasn’t exactly filled with struggle-free peo-
ple. Here’s a sample taken from the first few verses of Matthew’s genealogy: Abraham 
lied. Jacob lied. Judah slept with his daughter-in-law. David committed adultery and tried 
to cover it up with murder. Solomon had a thousand women in his harem and eventually 
lost his faith. And so on. 

Another interesting fact is that Matthew included women in his genealogy, something that 
was uncommon in his world. And of the ones he mentioned . . . Tamar dressed up like a 
prostitute and slept with her father-in-law (and bore him twins). Rahab actually was a 
prostitute. 

Not exactly Sunday School material. 

But think about this: One of the reasons Jesus’ genealogy reads like a daytime soap opera 
is that God wants us to know that he can use us in spite of our flaws, and quite often be-
cause of them. If he advertises the fact that he used adulterers, prostitutes, and murderers 
to accomplish his purposes, then what does that say about you and me? 

I think he wants you to know that he can take your feeble efforts and actually do some-
thing big with them. 

But one of the reasons why he does this is so that we’ll know that it’s all his work, and not 
ours. Which should make us all feel better, because it’s much better for God to be in 
charge anyway, right? I feel better knowing that he’s working in my life right now to take 
all these ugly pieces and craft something beautiful out of them. 

Here’s a portion of the genealogy, but I hope you’ll go ahead and open your Bible and read 
the whole thing (Matthew 1:1-17): 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham 
was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and 
his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of 
Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Am-
minadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father 
of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and 
Jesse the father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of 
Uriah, . . . (Matthew 1:1-6). —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship service 
this morning—we’re thankful you’re here. 
Please fill out a visitor’s card that is located 
in the pew. We would like to know where 
you’re visiting from. 
 
Adult Bible Classes, 9:00am: Auditorium: 
Merv Prince and Jerry Culbertson, “Where 
We Got the Bible & Truth”; Library: Chuck 
Webster, Joel Abbott, and Wes Blanken-
ship, “Don’t Give the Enemy a Seat at Your 
Table.” 
 
The Tanzania Class meets in Room 11 at 
9:00am. 
 
The Food Pantry will be open today from 
3:00-4:30pm. Volunteers are not needed at 
this time; we appreciate your support for 
this ministry.  
 
Tonight at 5:00pm, you can meet in homes 
with your family and friends or meet in the 
auditorium for a Bible study taught by Jerry 
Culbertson. 
 

 Family News and Events 
 
“The Art of Soul Winning” workshop: 
We’re excited to host Bryan C. Jones for 
one of his life-transforming workshops on 
Friday, April 29, at 7:00pm. Bryan is a grad-
uate of Faulkner University, the author of 
two books (including The Art of Soul-
Winning, 2021), and a gospel preacher who 
has preached revivals and conducted work-
shops throughout the country. He currently 
serves as the Senior Minister for the New-
burg Church of Christ in Louisville, KY. The 
focus of this workshop will be to help us 
strategize on how we can effectively win 
souls in the social media age. If at all possi-
ble, please plan to attend! 
 
Our next Faith in Action project will be on 
Sunday, May 1, at 5:00pm. This project is 
to support The WellHouse which provides 
residential, therapeutic programs to female 
victims of human trafficking who have been 
sexually exploited, offering medical, spiritu-
al, mental, and emotional care. Women and 
girls of all ages, and mothers with their chil-
dren, regardless of race, color, creed, or 
religion, as survivors in pain are welcomed 
and can be assured they will find love and 
acceptance at The WellHouse. (Link for 
more information: https://www.the-
wellhouse.org/our-story).   (cont.) 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in April for Needs:  
Harold Rhodes 

Sunday AM and PM   
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Jason McKeown 
Ushers, AM: Shawn Troughton &  
Donnie Winningham  
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
PM Class: Jerry Culbertson  
Scripture Reading: Phillip Searcy  
Singing, AM: Kyle Wadley 
PM: Johnny Johnson  
Opening Prayer, AM: Bob Arnold 
PM: Matt Trousdale  
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster  
Communion, AM: Joel Abbott 
PM: Wes Blankenship  
Announcements: Harold Rhodes  
Closing Prayer, AM: Shawn Troughton 
PM:   
Audio/Cameras: Clint Richey 
Alternate: David Naylor  
Video: Grant Dalton  
Security: Steven Gaither 
Alternate: Walden Schlundt 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
April 24-May 1 

 
Sunday, April 24: 2 Kings 9-11  
Monday, April 25: 2 Kings 12-14  
Tuesday, April 26: 2 Kings 15-17  
Wednesday, April 27: 2 Kings 18-19  
Thursday, April 28: 2 Kings 20-22  
Friday, April 29: 2 Kings 23-25  
Saturday, April 30: 1 Chronicles 1-2  
Sunday, May 1: 1 Chronicles 3-5 
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(Cont. Family News and Events) 
 
After our devotional, Holly Bunn, the Chief 
Development Officer at The WellHouse, will 
be speaking downstairs about their efforts to 
provide help and support to trafficked victims 
as well as prevention awareness. Due to the 
sensitive nature of trafficking, parents may 
not want young children to hear the talk. 
However, I (Melody Warbington) have heard 
speakers from The WellHouse twice, and I 
encourage everyone, especially parents and 
older teens, to attend. We will be collecting 
items to help with their everyday needs via 
SignUpGenius. Monetary donations or dona-
tions to purchase items on their “wish list” 
through Amazon are also linked at the end of 
the sign-up list. We will have encouragement 
cards available to write notes and scriptures 
for Holly to take back to the residents. For 
the younger children, we will have cards and 
paper for them to write notes and draw and 
color pictures to send to the residents. The 
link to SignUpGenius follows and will be post-
ed on the Jewels FB page: Faith in Action - 
TheWellHouse. 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Damian Fantroy       April 26 
Walden Schlundt       April 27 
Micah Fantroy       April 27 
Jon Hunt       April 27 
Levi Vick                       April 27 
Carson Hicks       April 28 
Bob Arnold       April 30 
 

Youth 
 
Sunday, May 1: Lads to Leaders Luncheon! 
Members, please join us for lunch after the 
morning worship service to recognize the 
accomplishments that our young people are 
making in this leadership program. It’s a Pot-
luck Meal, so bring plenty of food!  
Save the Date for VBS: Vacation Bible School 
at Hoover will be on Thursday-Saturday, June 
16-18. Details will be coming soon! 
 

Carelines 
 

 Doyal Newsom will be having tests in May 
for some health issues—please pray for good 
results. 
 
Jan Holt, Giana Kidwell’s friend, has recurrent 
breast cancer and will have surgery on April 
28.  
  

https://www.the-wellhouse.org/our-story
https://www.the-wellhouse.org/our-story
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A44AEA62FA02-faith
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A44AEA62FA02-faith


Attendance and Offering 
April 17, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 129 
AM Worship: 243 
PM Worship: 83 
Wednesday: 142 
 
Contribution: $14,521.60 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $15,209.05 
Contribution to Date: $243,344.84 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 

1 Corinthians 14:33 
 

“God is not a God of disorder  
but of peace.” 
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(Carelines cont.) 
 

Leigh Slay, Melody Warbington’s neighbor, 
has Stage 4 Pancreatic Cancer and will start 
treatments on Monday. Leigh’s daughter, 
Audrey, and her grandsons (ages 2, 4, and 
6) lost their home in a fire. Riley, her four-
year-old son, is at Children’s Hospital and is 
in a coma with burns on 70% of his body. 
Please pray for this family. 
 
Edward Curry will have knee replacement 
surgery on his right knee tomorrow, April 
25. Please pray for successful results with 
no complications. 
 
We extend our condolences to Ron and 
Cheri Russell upon the death of their son, 
Steven Russell. Ron and Cheri were mem-
bers of Hoover many years ago, and Ron 
served as an elder. Funeral arrangements 
are as follows: A memorial service will take 
place at the Memorial Park Cemetery Foun-
tain in Auburn on Friday, April 29, at 
10:00am. Visitation will follow at the home 
of Ron and Cheri Russell at 11:00am; their 
address is 2289 Columbia Drive, Auburn, AL 
36830-42758.  
Jeanne Anderson is undergoing chemother-
apy; please pray that these treatments will 
be effective. 
 
Chris Hethcox, Markie Jones’ dad, had com-
plications from a previous procedure and 
underwent surgery this past week. 
 
Richard Lawson, Alyssa Long’s dad, is 
battling stage 4 kidney cancer and is recov-
ering from a heart attack. Please pray for his 
comfort and healing.  
 
Tiffany Roberts’ mom is having neurological 
problems and is seeing a UAB neurologist.  
 
Caroline McNeill, Tom and Giana Kidwell’s 
sister-in-law’s sister, is recovering from can-
cer surgery.   
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
  
Remember our church family: Sheryl Jack-
son, Hope Handley, Dick Smith, Linda Crow, 
and Gail Powell.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Doug 
Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), Patrick Nichols 
(Lynne Nichols’ son), Charlie Davis (Leah 
Covington’s dad), Charlie Pflueger (Tom 
Kidwell’s dad), and Dean Kendrick (Markie 
Jones’ grandmother). 
 
“My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is 

the strength of my heart and my portion  
forever” (Psalm 73:26). 

Would You Have Mocked Him? 
 
The comfortable approach to Bible study is to 
come upon the recorded dark deeds of others 
and express or feel contempt and anger to-
wards those who did evil. I have, at times, 
admittedly felt better about myself after read-
ing of David’s sin with Bathsheba. I have 
thought, “Well, I’ve never done anything as 
bad as Saul did before his conversion.” And, I 
suppose we would all like to think we would 
have somehow treated Jesus better than 
those who denied, rejected, mocked, or killed 
Him. So, when I ask, “Would you have mocked 
Christ along with the scoffers?” I want you to 
pause a few moments before you give the 
positive answer about what you’re confident 
you’d do. 
 
During the last supper, Jesus revealed a pain-
ful truth to His disciples. “Then Jesus said to 
them, ‘You will all fall away because of me this 
night. For it is written, I will strike the shep-
herd, and the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered’” (Matthew 26:31). Peter was espe-
cially disturbed by the thought of this betrayal 
and said, “Though they all fall away because of 
you, I will never fall away” (Matthew 26:33). 
Then Peter received a personal prediction that 
cut him deeply as Jesus told him, “Truly, I tell 
you this very night, before the rooster crows, 
you will deny me three times” (Matthew 
26:34). Peter was so sure of his dedication 
that he assured Jesus he would die before he 
would deny Him. But in the end, Peter’s fear 
conquered his faith, and he was reduced to 
bitter tears after he had vehemently denied 
that he even knew the Lord. 
 
Perhaps we would have stood firm and had 
the courage that Peter lacked when he denied 
Jesus. But there are other ways to deny. Keep-
ing silent when we need to stand up can be a 
denial. When I think about my many mistakes 
that I’ve committed out of weakness, I’m hav-
ing to admit I’m afraid I would have scattered 
with the other disciples. I fear I would have 
run away and denied the Lord because of fear. 
I’m scared that I would have mocked to blend 
in and go unnoticed. I do know that when I 
give in to my weakness, I am wounding Christ 
all over again and even showing contempt for 
Him (Hebrews 5:4-6).  
Encourage and even rebuke the scoffers, the 
mockers, and the deniers. But realize that 
some of their weaknesses live in you, and 
strive even more diligently to be faithful. 
  

—Darrell Powell 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

To the glory of God 
(1 Corinthians 10:31) 

 
________________ versus ________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our dual mandate: ______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________  __________  __________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
 

So many people within our church family have experienced significant losses 
in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to offer a GriefShare Ministry. This 
will be a learning, sharing, and supportive small group ministry that will be 
open to members of our congregation. It is organized around a thirteen-
week schedule where participants meet together for around two hours each 
week and watch professionally-designed videos featuring encouragement 
from professional grief counselors and also sharing from people who are 
grieving. These presentations are coupled with discussions that are designed 
to internalize what participants learn in the videos. If you think this ministry 
might help you process your loss, please reach out to Harold Rhodes, Kyle 
Wadley, or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can visit https://
www.griefshare.org/. This group meets each Sunday from 2:00-4:00pm. 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 

Sunday Evenings 
 

In addition to our classes and worship on Sunday mornings and classes on 
Wednesday evenings, we’re looking forward to providing many opportuni-
ties on Sunday evenings over the course of 2022. Here’s what we have 
planned: 

• First Sunday of each month: Faith in Action (opportunity to serve our 

community in some way; Bible study in the church auditorium will also 
be provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and read Scripture together in the audi-

torium 

• Third Sunday: Learn in a Bible class in the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home with friends and/or family 

(worship opportunity provided in the auditorium as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the auditorium 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/
https://www.griefshare.org/

