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Stubborn 
Most of us have a stubborn streak. Deep down we know we’re wrong about something, but we’re 
not going to admit it, even to ourselves. And especially not to others. 

No age group has a monopoly on it. The eighteen-month-old can be as hard-headed as the fifteen-
year-old, who’s not too much different from the thirty- or eighty-year-old. The issues may 
change—one won’t budge on the popsicle, while the other won’t admit he was wrong in yester-
day’s argument—but the obstinacy remains. 

Do you see yourself somewhere here? 

The scariest thing is when people are hard-headed, not about popsicles or parents or marital 
spats, but about God’s word. 

You’ve read this parable before, but read it again, and for now focus on the first kind of soil and 
heart the Lord describes. 

“Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about him, so that he 
got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. And 
he was teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: “Listen! A sow-
er went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and de-
voured it. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it 
sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no 
root, it withered away. Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it 
yielded no grain. And other seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing 
and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear” (Mark 4:1-9). 

“And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the 
parables? The sower sows the word. And these are the ones along the path, where the word is 
sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. 
And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediate-
ly receive it with joy. And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribu-
lation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away. And others are the 
ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, but the cares of the world and the 
deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves 
unfruitful. But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it 
and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold” (Mark 4:13-20). 

When the Lord talks about hard hearts, is he talking to any of us? You might be like me in that 
you’ve passed a little too quickly over this first kind of heart, thinking it applies only to the atheist, 
agnostic, and skeptic. 

But are there parts of the Bible that you find hard to hear? Most of us have biblical passages that 
we like a lot—maybe you’re drawn to the ones about God’s love and mercy and grace, while you 
minimize the others that emphasize his wrath and justice. Or maybe you love a good hell-fire-and-
brimstone sermon, but talk about grace makes you uncomfortable. 

Truth is, we all probably have a few “hard spots.” The trick is to identify them and not ignore 
them. 

As you pray this week, ask God to help you find those parts of your heart that you’ve kept closed 
off from him and his word. Ask him to massage and shape and soften your heart in those areas 
that haven’t welcomed his leading. 

All of us probably have a little hardness in us, but that’s where the Spirit of God focuses his atten-
tion. He will bring our hearts a little closer to what they need to be.     —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re thankful 
you’re here. Please fill out a visitor’s 
card that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you’re vis-
iting from. 
 
Don’t forget about our Bible Classes 
for all ages on Sunday morning at 
9:00am. 
 
Worship service for the AHEPA 3 Senior 
Apartments is at 3:30pm at 3320 Old 
Columbiana Road in Hoover. 
 
This evening at 5:00pm, we will be 
hosting the area-wide youth event, and 
our guest speaker will be Jonathan 
Morrison from Jasper, AL. Please join us 
for a time of worship and learning. 
 

 Family News and Events 
 
Ukraine Relief Effort: Our hearts have 
been broken by images coming out of 
Ukraine, and we grieve with those who 
have lost loved ones, as well as those 
who have fled their homes for the safe-
ty of other cities and countries. Bill Ray-
burn shared an opportunity that we 
have to bless our friends and Christian 
siblings in Ukraine. He works with Open 
Door Ministries, and they have close 
connections with churches in Ukraine. If 
you would like to give toward this relief 
effort, please donate to the Hoover 
Church of Christ and earmark it for 
“Ukraine Relief Efforts.” We’ll make 
sure it gets to Open Door Ministries, 
who will reroute it directly to Christians 
in Ukraine who will use it to bless fellow 
believers in that country. Thank you for 
your generosity. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
March 27—Peanut Butter is needed 
this month.  
 
Ladies, don’t forget about the Tuesday 
Bible Class at 11:00am in the high 
school classroom. If you have any ques-
tions, please see Denia Petruzella, Leah 
Covington, or Jamie Powell. 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in March for Needs: 
Jimmy Lyles 

Sunday AM and PM   
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Steve & Vickie Cotney 
Ushers, AM:  
Jim Petruzella  
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Chad Blackmon  
Singing: AM: Kyle Wadley 
PM: Darrell Powell  
Opening Prayer: AM: Johnny Johnson 
PM: Merv Prince  
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster  
Communion: AM: Jonathan Weimer 
PM: Tom McQuillan  
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles  
Closing Prayer: AM: Daniel Warren 
PM: Allen Taylor  
Audio/Cameras: Will Spurlin 
Alternate: Clint Richey  
Video: Wes Blankenship  
Security: Stephen King 
Alternate: George Faison 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
March 20-27 

 
Sunday, March 20: Judges 6-7  
Monday, March 21: Judges 8-9  
Tuesday, March 22: Judges 10-12  
Wednesday, March 23: Judges 13-15  
Thursday, March 24: Judges 16-18  
Friday, March 25: Judges 19-21  
Saturday, March 26: Ruth 1-4  
Sunday, March 27: 1 Samuel 1-3 
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Youth 
 
Tonight: Hoover is hosting the Area-wide 
Devotional.  
 
Children, Nursery-5th Grade: Hoover will 
have an Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 9, 
from 2:00-3:30pm. Members, please do-
nate bags of candy (only soft candy for 
the younger ones), and place these in the 
boxes that are in the main lobby. Also, let 
your child know that the “Big Bunny” will 
be surprising them! Ashton Henry is the 
coordinator for this event. 
 
Save the Date for VBS: Vacation Bible 
School at Hoover will be on Thursday-
Saturday, June 16-18. Details will be 
coming soon. 
 

Carelines 
 
Brenda Warren had knee replacement 
surgery and will be recovering at home. 
  
Sarah Washington is at home recovering 
from surgery.  
  
Richard Lawson, Alyssa Long’s dad, is 
battling stage 4 kidney cancer and just 
recently had a heart attack.  Cards of  
encouragement can be sent to him at 
6406 Maysville Road, New Market, AL 
35751. 
 
Janice Renfroe, a resident at the AHEPA 
3 Apartments, has asked for prayers. She 
will have surgery on Tuesday, March 22. 
 
Lynn McKeown, Jason McKeown’s dad, is 
having a health issue since his move to 
Birmingham. 
  
Edward Curry is recovering from knee 
replacement surgery and is doing well. 
He will be having the same surgery on his 
other knee soon.  
 
Caroline McNeill, Tom and Giana Kid-
well’s sister-in-law’s sister, is undergoing 
chemotherapy for esophageal cancer. 
  
Scott Carr, Carol Norris’ friend’s husband, 
is recovering from bypass surgery.   
 
Doyal Newsom will be having tests 
soon—please pray for good results. 
 

 



Attendance and Offering 
March 13, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 108 
AM Worship: 183 
PM Worship: 123 
Wednesday: 147 
 
Contribution: $14,309.33 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $15,893.04 
Contribution to Date: $174,823.41 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 

Luke 2:13-14 
 

“Suddenly a great assembly of the 
heavenly forces was with the angel 

praising God. They said, ‘Glory to God 
in heaven, and on earth peace among 

those whom he favors.’” 
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(Carelines cont.) 
 
Hope Handley was admitted to the Chil-
dren’s Hospital on Friday after finding 
some ulcers. She will be there until she 
feels somewhat better. 
 
Alfonso Johnson has been in Grandview 
Medical Center undergoing tests. His 
condition has worsened, and they have 
moved him to the Intensive Care Unit. 
 
Stan Worthington, Virgie Banks’ neph-
ew, is still in the hospital recovering 
from surgery to remove a tumor. 
 
Jeanne Anderson will be starting chem-
otherapy soon, and she requests our 
prayers that the treatments will be 
effective. Please pray fervently for her. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
  
Remember our church family: Dick 
Smith, Jamie Starns, Linda Crow, and 
Gail Powell.  
  
Remember our families and friends: 
Doug Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), Mag-
gie (Gary Bradley’s granddaughter), 
Austin Wentz (Bill & Brenda Rayburn’s 
friends’ grandson), Patrick Nichols 
(Lynne Nichols’ son), Kevin and Chris 
Bryant (Suzanne Clelland’s friends), Co-
rey Burke (Ashton Henry’s cousin), 
Anita Wadley (Kyle Wadley’s mom), 
Charlie Davis (Leah Covington’s dad), 
and Dean Kendrick (Markie Jones’ 
grandmother). 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Brent & Kayla Reaves            March 20 
Darren & Teresa Rumph           March 21 
Wes & Pam Blankenship           March 26 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Nic Weymouth             March 21 
Beckett Dalton             March 22 
Heather Searcy             March 22 
Dale Baker             March 22 
Hampton Rock             March 23 
Jill Graham             March 25 
 
 

A Great Way to Live 
 
Why should I say I can’t when the Bible 
says that I can do all things through Christ 
(Philippians 4:13)? 
Why should I lack when God supplies all my 
needs according to His riches (Philippians 
4:19)? 
Why should I fear when God has not given 
me a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and 
sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7)? 
Why should I be weak when God is the 
strength of my Life (Psalm 27:1; Daniel 
11:32)? 
Why should I feel like a failure when I am a 
conqueror in all things through Christ 
(Romans 8:37)? 
Why should I allow Satan supremacy when 
he that is in me is greater than he that is in 
the world (1 John 4:4)? 
Why should I lack wisdom when God gives 
wisdom generously when I ask for it (1 Co-
rinthians 1:30; James 1:5)? 
Why should I accept defeat when the Bible 
says that God always leads me in triumph  
(2 Corinthians 2:14)? 
Why should I be depressed when I have 
God’s loving kindness, compassion, and 
faithfulness to give hope (Lamentations 3: 
21-23)? 
Why should I worry when I can cast all my 
care on God who cares for me (1 Peter 
5:7)? 
Why should I be in bondage when the truth 
has set me free (John 8:32)? 
Why should I feel condemned when there 
is no condemnation to those who are in 
Christ (Romans 8:1)? 
Why should I feel alone when Jesus is with 
me always, even to the end of the age 
(Matthew 28:20; Hebrews 13:5)? 
Why should I feel discontented when I can 
be content in all circumstances (Philippians 
4:11)? 
Why should I feel worthless when Christ 
values me (1 Corinthians 4:5)? 
Why should I have a persecution complex, 
when nobody can be against me when God 
is for me (Romans 8:31)? 
Why should I let the pressures of life both-
er me when Jesus has overcome the world 
(John 16:33)? 

—Adapted by Herb Patnaude 
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How to grow spiritually 
(2 Peter 1:1-11) 

 
It is _________________ 
 
 
 
It is _________________ 
 
 
 
It is _________________ 
 
 
 
It is _________________ 
 
 
 
It is _________________ 

GriefShare Ministry 
 

So many people within our church family have experienced significant losses 
in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to offer a GriefShare Ministry. This 
will be a learning, sharing, and supportive small group ministry that will be 
open to members of our congregation. It is organized around a thirteen-
week schedule where participants meet together for around two hours each 
week and watch professionally-designed videos featuring encouragement 
from professional grief counselors and also sharing from people who are 
grieving. These presentations are coupled with discussions that are designed 
to internalize what participants learn in the videos. If you think this ministry 
might help you process your loss, please reach out to Harold Rhodes, Kyle 
Wadley, or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can visit https://
www.griefshare.org/. This group meets each Sunday from 2:00-4:00pm. 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 

Sunday Evenings 
 

In addition to our classes and worship on Sunday mornings and classes on 
Wednesday evenings, we’re looking forward to providing many opportuni-
ties on Sunday evenings over the course of 2022. Here’s what we have 
planned: 

• First Sunday of each month: Faith in Action (opportunity to serve our 

community in some way; Bible study in the church auditorium will also 
be provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and read Scripture together in the audi-

torium 

• Third Sunday: Learn in a Bible class in the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home with friends and/or family 

(worship opportunity provided in the auditorium as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the auditorium 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/
https://www.griefshare.org/

