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Those sinners 
For several years now, something about Jesus has both fascinated and puzzled me. How did he—
perfectly holy, completely sinless, infinitely pure—make the world’s worst sinners feel comforta-
ble around him? He had no sins; they had many. He never broke a law; there weren’t many laws 
they hadn’t broken. He and they were at completely opposite ends of the “holiness” spectrum. 

And yet they loved being with him. 

Why? Why didn’t they feel uncomfortable, unworthy, unaccepted? 

Take a few minutes and reflect on this passage: 

He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he was teaching 
them. And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said 
to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. And as he reclined at table in his house, 
many tax collectors and sinners were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many 
who followed him. And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sin-
ners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” (Mark 2:13-17) 

I wonder if perhaps Jesus never viewed the tax collectors, prostitutes, and sinners as the “worst 
of sinners” at all. Maybe he saw everyone the same . . . as sinners who needed forgiveness. 

Maybe he didn’t have anything resembling a holiness spectrum. Instead, everyone was either 
guilty or innocent, and no one was any guiltier than anyone else. 

And these people recognized that about Jesus. He didn’t do what everyone else in their religious 
society had done—marginalizing, avoiding, and condemning them. He didn’t label them as unde-
sirable and pronounce them untouchable. 

He was an anomaly in their society that loved putting people in their proper social and religious 
box. 

And they loved him. 

Which caused the religious establishment to hate him. He was turning their neat little system 
upside down, treating as equals people they had long before recognized as undeserving. 

In the last statement of our passage, Jesus says: “Those who are well have no need of a physi-
cian, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

He didn’t mean, of course, that some people weren’t sick and didn’t need him as their Physician. 
He meant that everyone was sick but he would only heal the ones who recognized it. 

That’s why the outcasts loved being with him. They were sick and knew it, while their religious 
counterparts were sick but thought they weren’t. 

Think about a couple of things this week: 

We’re all sick and need to be healed, no matter how much more moral we think we are than 
that “sinner” down the street. We dare not let our religion make us think we’re doing fine on our 
own. 

One more thought: where are the ones in our world who don’t feel comfortable with 21st-
century-Christianity? What can we do to welcome them in the way Jesus did? —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re thankful 
you’re here. Please fill out a visitor’s 
card that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you’re vis-
iting from. 
 
Don’t forget about our Bible Classes 
for all ages on Sunday morning at 
9:00am. 
 
Worship service for the AHEPA 3 Senior 
Apartments is at 3:30pm at 3320 Old 
Columbiana Road in Hoover. 
 
Don’t forget about our Prayer Service 
this evening at 5:00pm. After the ser-
vice, everyone is invited to meet down-
stairs and enjoy a period of food and 
fellowship together. Please bring your 
own food for you and your family. 
 

 Family News and Events 
 
Ukraine Relief Effort: Our hearts have 
been broken by images coming out of 
Ukraine, and we grieve with those who 
have lost loved ones, as well as those 
who have fled their homes for the safe-
ty of other cities and countries. Bill Ray-
burn shared an opportunity that we 
have to bless our friends and Christian 
siblings in Ukraine. He works with Open 
Door Ministries, and they have close 
connections with churches in Ukraine. If 
you would like to give toward this relief 
effort, please donate to the Hoover 
Church of Christ and earmark it for 
“Ukraine Relief Efforts.” We’ll make 
sure it gets to Open Door Ministries, 
who will reroute it directly to Christians 
in Ukraine who will use it to bless fellow 
believers in that country. Thank you for 
your generosity. 
 
RJ Arnold asked that we pray for his 
relationship with Christ. 
 
The Young at Heart will meet for their 
monthly gathering on Friday, March 18.  
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
March 27—Peanut Butter is needed 
this month.  
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in March for Needs: 
Jimmy Lyles 

Sunday AM and PM 
  
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Steve & Vickie Cotney  
Ushers, AM:  
Jim Petruzella  
Call to Worship: Merv Prince  
Scripture Reading: RJ Arnold  
Singing: AM: Kyle Wadley  
Opening Prayer: AM: Bill Rayburn 
PM: Ben Vick  
AM Sermon: Merv Prince  
Communion: AM: Drew Spivey 
PM: Rick Williams  
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr.  
Closing Prayer: AM: Wade Warren 
PM: Johnny Johnson  
Audio/Cameras: Will Spurlin 
Alternate: Clint Richey  
Video: Wes Blankenship  
Security: Stephen King 
Alternate: George Faison 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
March 13-20 

 
Sunday, March 13: Joshua 9-11  
Monday, March 14: Joshua 12-15  
Tuesday, March 15: Joshua 16-18  
Wednesday, March 16: Joshua 19-21  
Thursday, March 17: Joshua 22-24  
Friday, March 18: Judges 1-2  
Saturday, March 19: Judges 3-5  
Sunday, March 20: Judges 6-7 
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Carelines 
 
Brenda Wade is having knee replace-
ment surgery on Wednesday, March 16. 
Please pray that her surgery and recov-
ery will go well.  
 
Lynn McKeown, Jason McKeown’s dad, 
is having a health issue since his move 
to Birmingham last week. Please pray 
for his wellbeing. 
 
Stan Worthington, Virgie Banks’ broth-
er’s son, has been on a ventilator after 
having surgery. His lungs are much 
better—the plan is to extubate him in a 
few days. Please pray for his healing. 
 
Scott Carr, Carol Norris’ friend’s hus-
band, is having bypass surgery on Thurs-
day, March 17. Please pray for a suc-
cessful surgery and recovery. 
 
We extend our sympathy to Chѐ Abbott 
and her family upon the death of her 
aunt, Shirley Watson. Please pray for 
the family as they mourn their loss.  
 
Doyal Newsom will be having tests 
soon—please pray for good results. 
 
Jeanne Anderson will be starting chem-
otherapy soon, and she requests our 
prayers that the treatments will be 
effective. Please pray fervently for her. 
 
Edward Curry is recovering from knee 
replacement surgery and is doing well. 
Hopefully in 6-8 weeks, he will be able 
to have the same surgery on his other 
knee. Please continue to pray for his 
health. 
 
Linda Ross, a friend of Suzanne Clelland, 
is suffering with sepsis. 
 
Janice Renfroe, a resident at the AHEPA 
3 Apartments, has asked for prayers. 
She will have surgery on Tuesday, 
March 22. 
 
Joyce Baker is experiencing TIAs (mini-
strokes). Please pray for her comfort 
and that these will cease. 
 
Caroline McNeill, Tom and Giana Kid-
well’s sister-in-law’s sister, is undergo-
ing chemotherapy for esophageal can-
cer. Please pray for her healing. 
 



Attendance and Offering 
March 6, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 152 
AM Worship: 228 
PM Worship: 103 
Wednesday: 146 
 
Contribution: $17,001.07 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $16,051.41 
Contribution to Date: $160,514.08 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 

John 1:1 
  

“In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.” 
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(Carelines cont.) 
 
Sarah Washington had surgery on Fri-
day; please pray for a complete recov-
ery. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
 
Remember our church family: Brenda 
Wade, Doyal Newsom, Edward Curry, 
Dick Smith, Jamie Starns, Linda Crow, 
Jeanne Anderson, Gail Powell, and Sa-
rah Washington. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Doug Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), Mag-
gie (Gary Bradley’s granddaughter), 
Austin Wentz (Bill & Brenda Rayburn’s 
friends’ grandson), Patrick Nichols 
(Lynne Nichols’ son), Kevin and Chris 
Bryant (Suzanne Clelland’s friends), Co-
rey Burke (Ashton Henry’s cousin), 
Anita Wadley (Kyle Wadley’s mom), 
Charlie Davis (Leah Covington’s dad), 
and Dean Kendrick (Markie Jones’ 
grandmother). 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Dennis & Nancy Williams         March 14 
Sid & Lori Aultman            March 15 
Mike & Suzanne Clelland          March 15 
 

Happy Birthday 
  
Jonathan Weimer            March 13 
Nancy Griner             March 14  
Nya Gagakuma                           March 14 
Emily Grace Hamm            March 15 
Mary Layson Clark            March 16 
Davis Clark             March 17 
Darren Hicks             March 19 
 
 

 New Year Bible Verse #9 
 
Job 8:7: “Although your former state 
was ordinary, your future will be ex-
traordinary.”  
The Good News: Keeping Christ close to 
our hearts isn’t always easy, but as we 
continue to journey through life, carry-
ing His lessons with us will open us up 
to infinite new possibilities. 

“He Was Happy To Die” 
 
Jamie tells about a conversation that she 
and Eden had almost daily when Eden was 
about three. It usually starts with a frowny 
little girl saying, “I’m sad that Jesus died on 
the cross.” Then, she will brighten up as she 
states, “But He was happy to die.” Then Ja-
mie prompts her by asking, “Why was He 
happy to die?” To which Eden replies, 
“Because He wants us to go to heaven to 
live with Him forever.” Little reminders like 
these make it easier to understand “unless 
you turn and become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matthew 18:3). It doesn’t make sense, does 
it? The perfect, all powerful God of heaven 
disrupted the ideal nature and the calm of 
His heavenly home to create . . . people. 
But, why? Why did he make us? Why does 
He love us? I have wondered how much I 
could ever love a person who had helped 
cause the death of my child, yet God does 
just the same. “But God shows His love for 
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us” (Romans 5:8). Even though He 
knew we would fail Him. He knew we would 
struggle to live like we love Him. He created 
us, and He sacrificed His ONLY Son for us.  
Love is the only answer that makes any  
sense . . . and even that idea stretches my 
capacity for love. You see, we are made in 
the “image” of God (Genesis 1:26). He made 
us like Him in various ways. To fathom God’s 
desire to make me, I think back to my own 
desire to become a father. I certainly knew 
my children would, at some point, let me 
down. Even in their innocence, they don’t 
always make my life easier. But I chose fa-
therhood so that I could LOVE my children.  
This is the explanation that God gives for 
making and loving us unconditionally. 
“Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before Him endured the cross . . . 
(Hebrews 12:2). We are His joy. Providing us 
with a chance to be saved is what caused 
our Father in heaven to create us, and it is 
precisely what held Him to the cross. He 
truly was “happy to die.” 

—Darrell Powell 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

 GriefShare Ministry 
 

So many people within our church family have experienced significant losses 
in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to offer a GriefShare Ministry. This 
will be a learning, sharing, and supportive small group ministry that will be 
open to members of our congregation. It is organized around a thirteen-
week schedule where participants meet together for around two hours each 
week and watch professionally-designed videos featuring encouragement 
from professional grief counselors and also sharing from people who are 
grieving. These presentations are coupled with discussions that are designed 
to internalize what participants learn in the videos. If you think this ministry 
might help you process your loss, please reach out to Harold Rhodes, Kyle 
Wadley, or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can visit https://
www.griefshare.org/. This group meets each Sunday from 2:00-4:00pm. 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 

Sunday Evenings 
 

In addition to our classes and worship on Sunday mornings and classes on 
Wednesday evenings, we’re looking forward to providing many opportuni-
ties on Sunday evenings over the course of 2022. Here’s what we have 
planned: 

• First Sunday of each month: Faith in Action (opportunity to serve our 

community in some way; Bible study in the church auditorium will also 
be provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and read Scripture together in the audi-

torium 

• Third Sunday: Sing and study Scripture in the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home with friends and/or family 

(worship opportunity provided in the auditorium as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the auditorium 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/
https://www.griefshare.org/

