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The war 
The first part of this isn’t going to be a pick-you-up, make-you-feel-good kind of thing, so be fore-
warned. If you read, though, don’t stop halfway, because the best part’s at the end. 

The closest I’ve ever been to a real flesh-and-blood war is Steven Spielberg, Ken Burns, or Stephen 
Ambrose. “War is hell,” they say, and I don’t think they’re using that word profanely. Many combat 
veterans won’t talk about what they’ve seen. James Bradley—the author of Flags of our Fathers—
was amazed to learn that his Dad was one of the six men pictured in Joe Rosenthal’s famous photo-
graph of the flag raising on Iwo Jima. John Bradley never talked about it, probably because of the 
horror that filled the days after the flag was raised. 

So most of us will never fight, not like that. We’ll never fire a weapon in anger or self-defense. We’ll 
never feel the terror of the foxhole or the grief of watching a friend die in combat.  

I’m tempted to say that we’ll never know what it’s like to be in a war, but that’s not true. Or at least 
it shouldn’t be. 

War’s awfulness is probably part of the reason God chose to describe Christianity in those terms. 
We’re in the fight of our lives, and the consequences are enormous. 

But most of us don’t like conflict, so it’s much easier to forget we’re in one. Just sit back, do the 
work, raise the kids, pay the bills, and rake the leaves. Ho hum. Just another day. 

Except it’s not just another day. It’s another day with colossal stakes and eternity in the balance. 

The apostle Paul told us to put on “the whole armor of God” because we’re in a fight against “the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” 
(Eph 6:11-12). 

We’re in a war, and the enemy is Satan himself. 

Don’t get confused about who he is and what he’s like. He excels at transforming himself into a 
rather innocent-looking creature who might be slightly devious, but otherwise harmless—just as 
he’s usually portrayed in movies and television. 

Don’t be fooled, though. He’s ugly, cruel, angry, and disgusting, and he wants nothing more than to 
pull you and everyone you love away from God. He’ll do anything it takes. He’ll lie, cheat, and 
flatter. He’ll corrupt the pure, twist the truth, he’ll make you feel good and then grab your heart. 

And as he drags you down to hell, he’ll be smiling all the way. 

Does that sound harsh? I hope so, because the reality is so much worse. Complacency is one of Sa-
tan’s most effective weapons—if he can keep us so busy just trying to get to the weekend, his work 
is mostly done. 

But here’s the most wonderful news: “he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world” (1 
John 4:4). 

Truth is, we don’t have anything to fight with; we’re in the battle-lines with no weapon of our own. 

But the One who lives within us and whose armor we wear never loses a fight, and the victory of 
this war is already assured . . . as long as we don’t turn our backs on him. 

Please don’t miss this—the enemy wants you, your spouse, your marriage, your kids and grandkids. 
He’s using every weapon he’s got to get his way. 

But God our Father gave his Son and raised him from the grave to defeat your worst enemy. 

I don’t understand a lot about the book of Revelation, but I do get this part. 

God wins. And so does everyone who’s on his side. Don’t quit fighting.  —Chuck 

 

 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we are thankful for 
your presence. Please fill out a visitor’s 
sheet that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you are vis-
iting from. 
 
Don’t forget about the new Sunday 
morning class for Gen Z/Millennials! 
Jeff Melton is teaching this class, so if 
you’re in this age bracket, please plan 
to attend. 
 
Worship service for the AHEPA 3 Senior 
Apartments is at 3:30pm at 3320 Old 
Columbiana Road in Hoover. 

 
 

Family News and Events 
 
There will be a Bridal Shower for DeK-
ayla Sankey on Sunday, January 16, 
from 2:00-4:00pm. All ladies of the con-
gregation are invited. If you have any 
questions, please contact Tiffany McKe-
own at (205) 249-0010 or Tiffanymc-
k421@gmail.com. 
 
The Young at Heart will be meeting in 
the fellowship hall at 5:30pm on Friday, 
January 21, for a Game Night and Birth-
day Celebration. The menu is soup and 
sandwiches, and the birthday cake will 
be provided. An email has been sent—
please reply all to it, so we will know 
what you are bringing. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
January 30, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item that is needed this month is 
Peanut Butter. 
 
Please send ALL facility concerns to 
Drew Spivey and/or Marc Handley by 
sending an email to facili-
ties@hoovercoc.org which will reach 
both of us. We want to know of any-
thing not being cleaned properly, any-
thing broken that needs repair, or any 
issues relating to vendors or services 
that are facility related. We will also 
close the loop on submitted issues by 
providing feedback to the submitter 
upon resolution of the issue.  

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in January for Needs: 
Carl Logan   
• Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
• Scripture Reading: RJ Arnold  
• Singing: Drew Spivey  
• Opening Prayer: Bill Rayburn  
• Sermon: Chuck Webster  
• Communion: Sid Aultman  
• Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr.  
• Closing Prayer: Chad Blackmon  
• Audio/Cameras: Rick Williams  
       Alternate: Grant Dalton   
• Video: Will Spurlin  
• Security: Steven Gaither  
       Alternate: Mike Clelland 
 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
January 9-January 16 

 
• Sunday, January 9: Genesis 27-29  
• Monday, January 10: Genesis 30-

31  
• Tuesday, January 11: Genesis 32-34  
• Wednesday, January 12: Genesis  
        35-37  
• Thursday, January 13: Genesis 38-

40  
• Friday, January 14: Genesis 41-42  
• Saturday, January 15: Genesis 43-

45  
• Sunday, January 16: Genesis 46-47 
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Happy Anniversary 
  

Allen & Deebe Taylor             January 15 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Rebecca Harris            January 10 
Elijah Long            January 11 
Joel Abbott            January 12 
Will Spurlin            January 12 
Virgie Banks            January 13 
Jean Owens            January 13 
Johnny Mac Williams           January 14 
Betty Taylor            January 14 
Heather Spivey            January 14 
Damian Hillary            January 15 
Brenda Rayburn           January 15 

 
 
 
 

Best Resolutions for the New Year 
 
Spiritual Resolution #1: Pray About It! 
Seek God’s face, and pray David’s prayer 
every morning for the next year. 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God; re-
store within me a sense of being brand 
new. Do not throw me far away from 
your presence, and do not remove Your 
Holy Spirit from me.” —Psalm 51:10-11  
Spiritual Resolution #2: Give Your Time 
& Attitude to the Lord. Let’s resolve to 
give our attitudes to the Lord. Commit 
to making a difference at home, in the 
workplace, on the roads, and even at 
church. “But above all these, put on 
love! Love is the perfect tie to bind these 
together. Let your hearts fall under the 
rule of the Anointed’s peace, and be 
thankful.”  
—Colossians 3:14-15  
Spiritual Resolution #3: Don’t Do It 
Alone. Seek Him and His wonderful plan 
for your life—you two make a great 
team (Thomas Fuller). “And whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, do it 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through   
Him.”—Colossians 3:17 
—Faithgateway.com 
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Attendance and Offering 
January 2, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 137 
AM Worship: 209 
PM Worship: 80 
Wednesday: 114 
 
Contribution: $18,643.50 
Weekly Budget:  
Weekly Average: $18,643.50 
Contribution to Date: $18,643.50 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 

 
 

Psalm 13:5-6 
 
“But I trust in your unfailing love; my 
heart rejoices in your salvation. I will 
sing the Lord’s praise, for He has been 
good to me.” 
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Carelines 
  

Jamie Starns had surgery last week to 
donate a kidney to her cousin. The sur-
gery went well for Jamie and her cousin 
as well. Please pray for a complete re-
covery with no complications.  
 
Matt Trousdale had surgery last week; 
he is doing well in his recovery at home. 
 
We extend our condolences to Gerald-
ine Washington and her family upon 
the death of her aunt, Francis Tillman. 
She passed away after struggling with 
COVID. 
 
Hadley Nelson, six-year-old daughter of 
a patient of Joel Abbott, had a liver 
transplant and was discharged from the 
hospital on December 23. Please con-
tinue to pray for this little girl’s recov-
ery. 
 
Marlon and Linda Crow, Marla Trough-
ton’s parents, need our prayers as 
Linda’s health has declined significantly.  
 
Linda Ross, a friend of Suzanne Clel-
land, is suffering with sepsis. 
 
Doug Abbott is doing better and getting 
stronger. He is still battling Parkinson’s 
disease. 
 
Sarah Washington is having another 
procedure on Thursday, January 13. 
 
Doyal Newsom has requested prayers 
for her daughter who has been ill with 
COVID.  
 
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’ son, is 
recovering at home from extensive foot 
surgery. He is progressing; please pray 
for his strength, comfort, and healing. 
 
Anita Wadley, Kyle Wadley’s mother, 
has been released from the rehab facili-
ty and is doing well.  
 
Corey Burke, Ashton Henry’s cousin’s 
husband, is recovering from surgery for 
abdominal cancer. 
 
  
 
 
 

(Carelines Cont.) 
 
Joyce Baker, one of our shut-ins, has un-
dergone recent medical tests that have 
come back positive for two separate and 
serious issues. She will require more 
tests—please pray these tests will be fa-
vorable for her. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
 
Remember our Church family: Glenn Till, 
Jr., Monica Robinson, Gracie Gaither, 
Jeanne Anderson, Sheryl Jackson, Gail 
Powell, Mollye Melton, Jamie Starns, and 
Dick Smith. 
 
Remember our families and friends: Aus-
tin Wentz (friends of the Rayburns’ grand-
son), Anita Wadley (Kyle Wadley’s moth-
er), Carlotta Stevens (Tom & Giana Kid-
well’s longtime friend), Sam Cunningham 
(Janie Gaither’s co-worker’s nephew), Na-
talie Smart (Joel Abbott’s medical assis-
tant), Chris Hethcox (Markie Jones’ dad), 
Charlie Davis (Leah Covington’s dad), and 
Dean Kendrick (Markie Jones’ grandmoth-
er). 

 
 
 

New Year Bible Verse #2 
 
1 Peter 1:3: “May the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be blessed! On ac-
count of his vast mercy, he has given us 
new birth. You have been born anew into 
a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead.”  
The Good News: Thanks to Christ’s sacri-
fice, we have the power to always start 
fresh without the burdens of our past to 
weigh us down.  
—Jackie Frere and Corinne Sullivan,  
Woman’s Day 
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3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

God’s Power 
(Ephesians 1:11-23) 

 
In the _________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the _________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the _________________________ 

 
Dear church family, 
 
As we’ve done the last few years, we’d like to encourage every-
one in our church family to read through the Bible together 
during the upcoming year. Below is a link to the plan that we 
will do together. If you open this link on your phone or tablet, it 
should take you to the reading plan within the Bible app,  
YouVersion (if you have the Bible app on your phone; if not, it’ll 
prompt you to download it). If you open the link on your com-
puter, it will take you to the website that will show you the 
readings. 
 
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/4820-the-bible-project-
whole-bible 
 
This reading plan is designed by The Bible Project, the creators 
of the videos that we often use on Sunday evenings, so you’ll 
notice that some of their videos are included in this reading 
plan. The hope is that we will watch the videos when cued to 
do so by the reading plan . . . They’ll help us connect the up-
coming readings to the story of Jesus that unites every book of 
the Bible. We’ll also include the week’s readings in the bulletin 
as we’ve done in the past. 
 
Please contact us in the church office if you have any questions. 
 
Happy reading! 


