
® 

2

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Horizon

A-10

MWC

WCC

CAA

C-USA

MVC

WAC

Consecutive Tournaments with win 

NCAA Tournament Winning Streak (current) 

2011-12 Men’s BasketBall Preview - a DecaDe of success

It started as a novel concept in 2003; since 
that time, the Horizon League has proven to be 
one of the top preparers of teams for the NCAA 
Tournament, currently riding a seven-year winning 
streak in the tournament.

a rigorous conference season
 The rhythm of the NCAA Tournament is simple: 
play Thursday/Saturday or Friday/Sunday. For the 
most part, the Horizon League schedule of 18 
games is simple: play Thursday/Saturday or Friday/
Sunday.
  Horizon League teams enjoy an advantage that 
often goes overlooked when trying to figure out 
how the conference has won 19 games in the last 
10 years of NCAA Tournament play.
 Coaches and teams in the Horizon League don’t 
enjoy the advantages of having multiple days to 
prepare for a team; instead, teams must be able 
to learn and execute a scouting report for an op-
ponent often times less than 48 hours after playing 
the first game of the weekend.
 Those teams that can figure out the patterns 
and scout, install and execute a game plan in such 
a short span of time are often the ones that rise to 
the top of the Horizon League standings.
 And once there, those teams are rewarded in a 
tournament format that has revolutionized post-
season play.

reDrawing a tournaMent
In an effort to reward teams for a success-

ful regular season, the Horizon League made a 
monumental shift in the way it conducted its men’s 
basketball tournament in 2003.

No more would the top eight teams in the 

League square off in a traditional 1 vs. 8, 2 vs. 7, 
3 vs. 6, 4 vs. 5 tournament. Instead, the teams 
finishing first and second received a double bye 
directly to the semifinals, with the teams seeded 
third through 10th (ninth at the time) having to 
win two games to reach the semifinals (and a well-
rested opponent).

Additionally the tournament would no lon-
ger rotate among the League’s nine (and now 10) 
members. Instead, home court advantage would 
weigh heavily for all teams, regardless of seed. 

The teams seeded 3, 4, 5 and 6 would now 
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host first round tournament games. After the first 
round, the tournament would shift to the venue of 
the No. 1 seed for the second round and semifinals, 
to be played on consecutive nights, again forcing 
teams to be able to scout, execute and adjust in 
short time.

Finally, continuing to reward regular-season 
performance, the League Championship game 
would be played at the venue of the highest 
remaining seed.

In essence, the League made an effort to send 
one of its best teams - defined during a rigirous 
conference schedule - to the NCAA Tournament. 
Since the League shifted to its present format 
with the 2003 tournament, Horizon League teams 
reaching the NCAA Tournament have won games 
in eight of nine seasons, including its present sev-
en-year winning streak, the best current streak by 
any non-Power 6 conference member (chart at left).

The results have been noticed around the 
country as multiple conferences have made the 
shift to the double-bye format, albeit in different 
shapes. The West Coast Conference joined the 
Horizon League  in moving to the format in 2003, 
while the Western Athletic Conference used the 
format in 2011. 

This season sees the Mid-American Confer-
ence joining the fray, rewarding its top two seeds 
with byes to the semifinals (the three and four 
seeds get byes to the quarterfinals).

With the double-bye format, the Horizon League helped pioneer the new wave of prepping teams for the NCAA Tournament.
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Horizon C-USA CAA A-10 WCC MVC MWC WAC
Wins/bid 1.462 1.240 0.929 0.840 0.750 0.632 0.538 0.333
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Making the Most of an oPPortunity
Once through the rigors of both the non-

conference and Horizon League season, postsea-
son success boils down to opportunity meeting 
preparation. Over the last 10 years, Horizon League 
teams have been both exceptionally well-prepared 
and talented.

While not always a multi-bid League, the Ho-
rizon League has achieved at a rate unparalleled by 
similar conferences. In the last 10 years, the Horizon 
League has earned 13 bids to the NCAA Tourna-
ment. In that same time, League teams have won 
19 games in tournament play, giving the League 
the best rate of bids/wins among any non-Power 6 
conference at 1.462 wins/bid (chart below).

Essentially, if you or someone you know is fill-
ing out a bracket, penciling in the representative(s) 
of the Horizon League to win at least one game in 
the NCAA Tournament has been extremely reliable 
in the last 10 years.

As one might expect, while building up 
those 19 wins the Horizon League has created an 
exceptional tournament winning percentage, go-
ing 19-13 in the last 10 years. With a .594 winning 
percentage, the Horizon League paces the nation’s 
non-Power 6 conferences (chart at right).

In that same span, 13 of the League’s 19 
victories have come when wearing road jerseys 
in the NCAA Tournament as a lower or equally-
seeded team. 

That ability to scout, install and execute game 
plans in a short time frame has come in handy for 
Horizon League teams in the last 10 years. In the 
eight years League squads have won their first 
round (currently second round) game, the team 
has advanced to the Sweet 16 on five occasions, 
the second-most of any non-Power 6 conference 
in the same time span.

raising the Profile
In that 10-year stretch of NCAA Tournament 

success, the profile of the Horizon League has 
steadily grown. As the Horizon League Network 
continues to lead the way in online streaming, fans 
across the globe have access to the high level of 
basketball being played across the Midwest.

A regular presence on the ESPN Networks 
combined with the Horizon League Network has 
insured that fans, media and NCAA Men’s Basket-
ball Committee members can find Horizon League 
basketball at any time and watch from anywhere.

In 2011-12, the League adds another platform 
for fans, media and anyone wanting to catch Ho-
rizon League basketball: iOS and Android phones 

and tablets.
On the court, Horizon League teams will be 

challenging themselves throughout the year; in 
the first USA Today/Coaches poll of the season,  
11 teams that will face Horizon League teams 
were ranked.

Among the more high-profile games involv-
ing League members, Butler will host Louisville and 
Xavier at Hinkle Fieldhouse, while Wright State and 
Valparaiso will both make trips to Ohio State. The 
Raiders will also meet Florida in Tampa, Fla., while 
the Crusaders open the 2011-12 season at Arizona.

In keeping with its Midwestern roots, Horizon 
League teams will square off with Big Ten nine 
times. Loyola begins its season at Illinois; Butler 
travels to Bloomington, Ind., to meet Indiana and 
Milwaukee heads to East Lansing, Mich., to take 
on Michigan State.

In total, Horizon League teams will play 26 
games against Power 6 conference members.

For the third straight season, the Horizon 
League will be in syndication, with the Horizon 
League Network Game of the Week airing in all 
eight League markets on seven Saturdays during 
conference play.

ESPN Networks will have Horizon League 
teams on from the beginning (Valparaiso-Arizona, 
Cleveland State-Vanderbilt, St. John’s-Detroit), 
middle (15 League games) to the end of the season, 
when ESPN will carry the Horizon League Men’s 
Basketball Championship on March 6 (see page 
14 for full ESPN Networks schedule).

Whomever winds up cutting the nets that 
evening will be well-prepared for the NCAA Tour-
nament, where the Horizon League will be looking 
to add another chapter in what has been one of 
the most successful decades by any non-Power 6 
conference in college basketball history.


