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Great court held on Saturday, the morrow of Saint Michael the Archangel 
in the 3rd year of the reign of Henry VI 
[30 September 1424] 
John Holigreve, Roger Hull, Roger Knyght, William Kyngeson and John 
Walker excused suit by Thomas Willes 

The townships present one swarm of bees price 2d which came as a stray 
in the custody of John Roulowe of Roulowe 

The township presents 1 white sheep price 6d a stray from the Feast of 
the Lord’s Nativity last past in the custody of Stephen Bradeney 

The townships present 1 red heifer price 18d a stray for more than a year 
past in the custody of Roger Tounsende and present that Roger Catstre 
(4d) owed appearance at this court and did not come so in mercy 

The townships present that Thomas Bradeney (6d) forestalled John 
Cattestre and from him drew blood (10d) and that the same John (6d) 
forestalled the aforesaid Thomas and from him drew blood (10d). And 
that Joan the wife of the aforesaid Thomas justly raised the hue and cry 
on the aforesaid John (10d) 

The township presents one swarm of bees price 4d which came as a stray 
in the custody of John Walton. And present one black heifer price 4s a 
stray from the Feast of the Finding of the True Cross last past and still 
remaining in the custody of the villages 

The township presents that Roger the servant (6d)of Roger Swancote 
forestalled David the servant of Giles Hyde and from him drew blood 
(8d). And present one swarm of bees price 4d which came as a stray in 
the custody of Richard Aldith 
The township presents that the bridge called Wyken Bridge is ruined and 
not adequately maintained and repaired in default of the Dean and 
Chapter (3s 4d) of Lichfield 

The township presents that Sibill (6d) Turnour unjustly raised the hue 
and cry on Thomas Prestes and William Barowe and that the wife (6d) of 
William Barowe made a recovery of the impoundment by Rose the wife 
of John Cattestre for trespass in the corn here and that the same Rose 
justly raised the hue and cry on the wife of William Barowe (6d) and that 
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William Barowe (6d) forestalled the same Rose and the same Rose justly 
raised the hue and cry on the aforesaid William Barowe (6d) 

Township presents that John Jowkys (8d) forestalled John Jones and 
present one ruby draft animal (affram) appraised at 2s a stray from the 
Feast of St Peter in Chains last in the custody of John Snell. And present 
that Roger Barker (6d) forestalled William the servant of John Massy. 
And for other diverse offences made here against the King’s peace and 
liberty of the manor they have a day to respond until the next great court 
therefore an enquiry 

The townships here present nothing, as do Stapleford, Kingslowe & 
Stanlowe, Halon & Worfeld 

John Gerbot (4d) brewed once, John Kyngeson (4d) brewed once, 
Hamond Hymley (4d) brewed once, John Johnson (4d) brewed once, John 
Willot (4d) brewed once, William Coke senior (4d) brewed once, Thomas 
Baker (4d) brewed once, John Walker (8d) brewed twice, Thomas Jenkys 
(4d) brewed once, John Elcok (12d) brewed three times, Alice Taillour 
(8d)is  a common brewer, Alice Sonde (12d) brewed by fine 

Roger Barker (12d) is in mercy because he insulted the village of 
Chesterton in court and said before the steward that an unjust presentation 
had been made of the same Roger’s forestalling on William the servant of 
John Massy 

The reeve is charged for 2s of the township of Halon for an easement here 
within the  wood of Soudeley with the beasts of the same village and of 
6d for the same sheep thus named at the last great court for strays within 
that court not forfeit. And of 20d for the price of 4 sheep named as above 
as strays and then not forfeited. And of 8d the price of one sheep named 
as above as a stray and then not forfeited. And of 1d the price of one 
sheep named as above as a stray and then not forfeited. All the aforesaid 
strays are now forfeit 

The 12 jurors affirm that all the townships and ale tasters have presented 
well and truthfully and with nothing concealed 

Thomas Tomkys and John Walton are elected as Constables for the 
forthcoming year and sworn 

John Kynnerton and William Ingman elected as ale tasters and sworn 

Affeerors: John Johnson and John Walton 
Sum of this court 26s 1d 
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Small court held on Thursday next after the Feast of St Michael the 
Archangel in the third year of the reign of King Henry VI [5 Oct.1424] 

John Barnedley, John Billyngsley, Henry Hall, William atte Yate, William 
Hokcombe, John Bromley, Roger Jones and Roger Hull excused by John 
Tymme 
 

Thomas Jenkys junior plaintiff of William Hokcombe (4d) wager at law 
pledge Roger Swancote) in a plea of trespass. And at the last court they 
had continuation to the next. And because now he did not come therefore 
the same William is in mercy. And it is ordered he be distrained towards 
the next court. 
Thomas Toward, Thomas Underhull, William Bakes and Richard Aldith 
through Roger Dalley their attorney plaintiffs of John Colyns, Roger Baret, 
and Henry Perton of Huggeford in a plea of trespass etc. And continuing at 
this court postponed until the next court. Pledge R. Swancote 

Edith Stevenes (6d) is in mercy because of a recovery against Thomas atte 
Sonde in a plea of trespass 

A day is given for Thomas Jenkys junior plaintiff and William Hokcombe 
defendant in a plea of land and tenements in Hokcombe and also 12 
tenants then elected to try the right from the agreement of the parties until 
the next court to be held in which the names of the tenants in one court will 
be shown 

Still it is ordered by the bailiff that the tenants and occupiers of the fulling 
mill at Ryndelford are here at the next court to respond to John Colynson 
in a plea of land according to the custom of the manor as shown more fully 
in preceding courts. And also it is ordered by the bailiff that all 12 tenants 
elected to try the same matter, named as shown in the previous court, are 
here at the next court 

Henry Jones and Margery his wife are to respond to John Walton in a plea 
whereof the same Henry and Margery laid waste, avenged/sold and 
destroyed the land, houses and gardens in Roughton which the aforesaid 
Margery held for the term of her life remaining then after her death to the 
aforesaid John Walton etc whereupon an enquiry of 24 according to the 
custom of the manor was held at the last court to then present under oath to 
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those named in the same court. And thus at this court the aforesaid Henry 
and Margery were examined and appeared. And the aforesaid plaintiff came 
in his own proper person and said that the aforesaid Henry & Margery 
unjustly took one part of a certain chamber called a bay, one fymerell [vent 
on the roof for letting smoke out ] a door, a lock and a key and another door 
here to the damage of the plaintiff of 30s. And the aforesaid defendants said 
that they were not guilty as told in the narrative above. And for this they put 
themselves on the 24 for a verdict and the plaintiffs similarly. And on this 
the 24 were examined concerning the law and trial according etc. And at the 
suit of court pertaining the aforesaid record the 24 have a day to deliver 
their verdict at the next court 

The 12 jurors aforesaid present that who held of the lady 2 messuages and 
one virgate of land with appurtenances in Stanlowe and a quarter of a nook 
of land here has died after whose death there falls to the lord one ruby ox, 
tagged, priced 7s 6d, one ruby ox price 6s in the name of heriot. And 
present three horses of which one is grenowe, another dun and a third black. 
Price for them 9s 4d as estreat after the death of Stephen. And present 8 
piglets from the said Stephen price for them 4s. And present 6 swarms of 
bees for estreat after the death of Stephen price for them 6s. And the land is 
to remain with Alice wife of the aforesaid Stephen  

The same jury presents that Roger (4d) son of Robert Barker fished in 
separate waters of the Worfe without permission therefore in mercy. And 
present that Alice (20d) formerly the wife of Stephen Stanlowe widow 
married Thomas Jenkys junior without a licence from the lady & against the 
custom of the manor therefore in mercy. And present that William Golde 
(16d) married Alice his daughter without a licence from the lady & against 
the custom etc 

John Elcok made a fine to brew from the date of this court until the Feast of 
St Michael the Archangel next for 12d and no more in recompense for his 
rent of a certain messuage which he holds in Worfeld of the lady paying at 
the Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary and on the eve of the Feast of St 
Michael the Archangel in equal portions 

Margery Huggyn in her pure widowhood came here in court and 
surrendered into the hands of the lady one parcel of land called the Chittey 
lying in the field of Hulton between the land of Roger Smyth on the one 
part and the land of John Tournour on the other part with one selion of land 
pertaining to the said parcel here to the use of the aforesaid John Tournour 
in exchange for one parcel of land lying in the field of Hulton on a certain 
platform [stadium] called Dadymersh between the land of Stephen 
Bradeney on the one part and the land of Roger Smyth on the other holding 
to the same John his heirs and assigns in exchange as aforesaid according to 
the custom of the manor and he gave to the lord 6d for a fine and made 
fealty and had seisin. And on this came here in court the aforesaid John and 
surrendered  into the hands of the lady the said parcel of land lying on the 
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same platform called Dadymersh to the use of the aforesaid Margery in 
exchange for the aforesaid parcel of land by the aforesaid Margery on the 
surrender holding to the same Margery, her heirs and assigns in exchange  
as above said according to the custom of the manor and she gave to the 
lady for a fine 2d and made fealty and had seisin 

Margery Huggyn in her pure widowhood came here in court and 
surrendered into the hands of the lady one parcel of pasture called Adames 
mersh lying in the field of Hulton between the land of Stephen Bradeney on 
the one part and the land of Robert Bruggende on the other part to the use 
of John the son of Stephen Bradeney holding to the same John and his heirs  
according to the custom of the manor. And he gave to the lady for a fine 6d 
and made fealty and had seisin 

William Batemon and Agnes his wife, she examined separately and agreed 
here in court and surrendered into the hands of the lady one messuage and 
half a virgate of land with appurtenances in Kyngeslowe formally John 
Reynalds’ to the use of Roger Dalley and Joan his wife holding to the same 
Roger and Joan and the heirs of Roger according to the custom of the 
manor and they gave to the lord for a fine 10s and made fealty and had 
seisin 

William Dudley and Benedicta his wife, she examined separately & agreed, 
came to this court and surrendered into the hands of the lady through 
William Wermot, beadle, one messuage and one virgate of land in Hulton 
formerly Thomas Roulowe’s to the use of John Roulowe son of Thomas 
Roulowe of Hulton holding to himself and his heirs according to the 
custom of the manor and  he gave to the lady for a fine 20s and made fealty 
and had seisin 

John Roulowe son of Nicholas Roulowe deceased and Margery his wife, 
she separately examined and agreed, came here in court and surrendered 
into the hands of the lady one toft and half a virgate of land with 
appurtenances in Chesterton formerly William Ewyk’s to the use of John 
Smyth of Hulton and Margery his wife holding to the aforesaid John Smyth 
and Margery his wife and  the heirs of their bodies legitimately procreated 
according to the custom of the manor by services thence due and 
accustomed. And they gave to the lady 10s for a fine and made fealty and 
had seisin. And on this the aforesaid John Rowelowe at this court quit 
claimed all rights in the property of which the aforesaid John Smyth and 
Margery his wife and their heirs by legitimate procreation have seisin and 
they are forever excluded by this surrender and withdrawal [Note: this is a 
summary of the quitclaim clause] 

John Bullok came here in court and surrendered into the hands of the lady 
one messuage and one virgate of land with its appurtenances in Alvescote 
and one toft and half a virgate of land with appurtenances in Wynnescote to 
the use of Roger Tounsende and John Whytbrook holding to the same 
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Roger and John Whitbrook and their assigns according to the custom of the 
manor from the date of this court until the end of ten years next following 
and full and complete. And they gave to the lady for a fine 10s and had 
ingress 

Richard Parlour withdrew from the office of reeve and Robert Webbe is 
appointed to this office for the following year & sworn 

Affeerors: John Johnson, Roger Walton.  
Sum of this court £4 8s 1d. In expenses of the steward, clerks, reeve, 
beadle, affeerors, approvers and others with the expenses from the previous 
last great court 8s 11d and for parchment 4d 

Great Court held at Worfeld on Tuesday 10th April in the 3rd year of the 
reign of Henry VI 

Henry Hall excused by Robert Bruggende 

Nothing presented for Roulowe, Bradeney, Asterhull, Ewyke and Sonde, 
Eudenas & Oldyngton, Akelton, Alvescote, Wynscote, Cattestre and 
Newton 

presents 1 ewe and 2 sheep as strays at the feast of St Katherine the Virgin 
last past appraised at 17d remaining in the custody of John Snell 

presents that James Harpour (6d) forestalled Richard Botiller and from him 
drew blood (12d) and present that the same James (6d) forestalled Henry 
Webbe pledge the village aforesaid 

presents one ewe a stray from the Feast of the Lord’s Nativity last past 
appraised at 3d remaining in the custody of Roger Smyth 

presents that Richard Walker (4d) owed appearance and did not come so in 
mercy 

presents that Joan (2d) the wife of Roger Swancote forestalled John the 
servant of Thomas Toward and from him drew blood (3d) so in default of 
the same John 
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presents that Edmund Harley (6d) assaulted Roger Jenkyns son of Thomas 
Jenkyns. And present that the same Edmund (6d) assaulted William 
Kyngeson. And present that the aforesaid Edmund (6d) assaulted Roger the 
son of Henry Barker pledge the village 

present that William atte Yate (6d) forestalled Roger Brook. And present 
one lamb which came as a stray at the Feast of St Andrew the Apostle last 
past appraised at 4d remaining in the custody of William atte Yate 

Present that Thomas Coks (6d) forestalled John Newe and from him drew 
blood (12d) pledge the villages aforesaid 

The 12 jurors present that the bridge called Wyken Brugge is ruinous and 
the defects not properly repaired by the Dean (3s 4d) and Chapter of 
Lichfield to the grave damage of the tenants and the King’s people 
therefore the Dean and Chapter are in mercy etc. And it is ordered that the 
same Dean and Chapter mend the said bridge sufficiently and repair it by 
the Feast of Pentecost next under pain of 3s 4d forfeit to the lady as 
aforesaid. The 12 jurors present that the township (20d) of Wyken 
concealed the ruinousness of the bridge therefore the village is in mercy 

The ale tasters present that Thomas Hichecokes (4d) brewed once, William 
Bromley (4d) brewed once, John Billyngsley (4d) brewed once, Roger 
Barker (4d) brewed once, Robert Herkedale (4d) brewed once, Giles Hyde 
(4d) brewed once, John Billyngsley junior (4d) brewed once, James Harpur 
(4d) brewed once, Stephen Hymley (4d) brewed once, William Bear (4d) 
brewed once, Richard Smyth (4d) brewed once, Thomas Baker (4d) brewed 
once, Matilda Stanlowe (4d) brewed once, John Yate (4d) brewed once, 
John Kynnerton (4d) brewed once, John Baret (4d) brewed once, Alice 
Taillour (6d) common brewer for a short time & Alice Sonde (12d) 
common brewer by fine and broke the assize therefore all are in mercy 

The 12 jurors  say that all the villages and the ale tasters except the 
township of Wyken have presented well and faithfully and with nothing 
concealed 

Affeeors: Roger Tounsende & John Janne 
Sum of this court 18s 1d 
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Small court held on Wednesday the 11th April in the third year of the reign 
of King Henry VI 

Roger Jenkyns plaintiff of Thomas Bradeney in a plea of debt pledge for 
the prosecution Robert Bruggende. And it is ordered by the bailiff that he is 
summoned towards the next court etc 
Thomas Jenkins is in mercy for an unjust plea against William Hokombe in 
a plea of trespass 
Thomas Toward, Thomas Underhill, William Bakes and Richard Aldith 
through Roger Dalley attorney plaintiffs of John Colyns (3d …), Roger 
Baret & Henry Perton of Huggeford in a plea of trespass. And at the last 
court they had a continuation. And because now they did not come to this 
court therefore they are in mercy. And it is ordered that the beadle distrain 
them towards the next court  

The 12 jurors aforesaid present that John Oldyngton (3d) owed suit and did 
not come therefore in mercy. And present that William Stevenes who held 
of the lady 2 messuages & 5 nooks of land in Halon has died after whose 
death there falls to the lord one black ox price 7s 6d in the name of heriot 
and he had no other chattels on the day of his death. And the aforesaid 12 
say that the aforesaid two messuages and 5 nooks of land with 
appurtenances will remain with Margery formerly the wife of the aforesaid 
William and present that the aforesaid Margery married John Been without 
a licence from the lady or her steward therefore in mercy pledge the same 
John Been 

John Heth came here in court and surrendered into the hands of the lady 
one pasture called Whicheford parrok with its enclosure lying in the 
township of Kyngeslowe at Whichford between the pasture of Roger 
Dalley on the one part and the pasture called Kingslowe Heth on the other 
to the use of John Gyldon and Matilda his wife the which John Gyldon and 
Matilda came here in court and took from the the lady the aforesaid pasture 
with enclosure holding to the same John and Matilda their heirs and assigns 
by services thence due and of right accustomed according to the custom of 
the manor. And they gave to the lord a fine of 12d and thence had seisin 

The reeve is charged for the revenue and profit of the land and tenements 
formerly Richard Bulvas in Worfeld still in the hands of the lady for diverse 
reasons and of the advice of the custom/court [the word is mot] etc of the 
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year past etc 

John Elcok came here in court and took from the lady one messuage with 
garden adjoining and enclosed and one barn attached to the same messuage 
and also 4 selions pertaining to the same messuage being and lying in the 
village of Worfeld and its field all of which were Richard Bulvas’s holding 
to the same John from the date of this court until the end of a term of 2 
years next following and fully completed rendering thence annually to the 
lady and her assigns five shillings of good money at the usual two times a 
year and making thence his annual rent and all other all rents, services and 
charges thence due and accustomed. And the same John leased the 
messuage and barn with the enclosed garden aforesaid agreeing to well and 
sufficiently repair and maintain them for the term aforesaid and he had 
ingress 

Thomas Prestees of Sonde came here in court and made a fine with the 
steward to brew from the date of this court until the end of one whole year 
next in the future for 2s paying at the Feast of St Michael the Archangel 
and the Annunciation of the Blessed Mary next in the future by equal 
portions 

A day is given for Thomas Jenkyns junior plaintiff and William Hokcombe 
defendant in a plea of land and tenements in Hokcombe pending between 
them as shown in several courts preceding until the next court. And also the 
12 jurors to the try the same matter between the parties aforesaid according 
to the custom of the manor whose names are given in a schedule attached to 
this roll 
[ the 12 listed on the schedule are: John Barnedly, Roger Gerbot, William 
Robyns, John Janne, William atte Yate, Robert Bruggende, John Colynson, 
Thomas Underhull, John Collettes, Thomas Merewall junior, Henry Barker, 
Thomas Roulowe] 

A day is given for John Colynson plaintiff and the occupiers of the fulling 
mill of Ryndelford defendant in a plea of land for the fulling mill of 
Ryndelford between them as shown in several preceding courts until the 
next court. And also a day is given for the 12 tenants elected to try the same 
matter between the parties aforesaid according to the custom of the manor 
whose names are given in a schedule attached to this roll 
[ the 12 listed on the schedule are: Stephen Bradeney, John Johnson, Robert 
Bruggende, Roger Smyth, Thomas Underhull, Thomas Toward, William 
Newe, John Billyngsley, William Wermot, Thomas Merewall senior, John 
Collettes, Thomas Merewall junior, Roger Gerbod] 

A day is given for John Walton plaintiff and Henry Jones (still a day) and 
Margery his wife defendants in a plea of waste, avenging and destruction of  
land of a house and of a garden in Roughton between them pending as 
shown in full in the preceding court until the next court. And the same day 
is given for 24 tenants elected to try the matter between the parties 
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according to the custom of the manor until the next court whose names are 
given in a schedule attached to this roll [Note: have I missed this or wasn’t 
it there?] 

Affeerors: Roger Tounsende, John Jannes 
Sum of this court 16s 11d In expenses of the steward and others 10s 4d 
halfpenny. And for parchment 4d with the expenses of the great court 
immediately preceding 

Small court held on the Saturday after the Feast of St Peter in Chains in the 
3rd year of the reign of King Henry VI [4 Aug. 1425] 

John Bradeney, Roger Hull, Roger Jones, William Bakes, Thomas 
Merewall senior excused by Simon Wyldemorton 
John Whitbrok excused by Thomas Estmon, Thomas Richardes excused by 
John Hunt 

 

Roger Jenkys plaintiff of Thomas Bradeney (3d withdrew suit) in a plea of 
debt etc and was summoned and did not come therefore in mercy etc . And 
it is ordered that he is attached towards the next 
Thomas Toward, Thomas Underhull, William Bakes and Richard Aldith 
through Roger Dalley their attorney, plaintiffs of John Colyns (3d), Roger 
Baret and Henry Perton of Huggeford for a plea of trespass and they were 
attached by the pledge of Roger Swancote and did not come so in mercy 
and it is ordered they be distrained 

A day is given between Thomas Jenkys junior plaintiff and William 
Hokcombe defendant in a plea of land and tenements in Hokcombe from 
the agreement of the parties until the next court. And also the 12 jurors to 
try the same matter between the parties aforesaid according to the custom 
of the manor thence elected and who are named in the attached schedule 

A day is given between John Colynson (absent by agreement of the parties) 
plaintiff and the occupiers of the fulling mill at Ryndleford defendants in a 
plea of land for the mill aforesaid until the next court by agreement of the 
parties and also the 12 jurors to try the same matter thence elected and who 
are named in the attached schedule until the next court 

A day is given between John Walton plaintiff and Henry Jones and Margery 
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his wife defendants in a plea of waste, avenging and destruction of the land  
of a house and garden in Roughton until the next court etc. And present that 
the bailiff is to distrain the 24 tenants to try the same matter that they are at 
the next court whose names are specified in the preceding court 

the 12 jurors present that Richard (2d) Haslewode, William (2d) Ewyk, 
John (2d) Bromley, John (2d) Nicolas owed suit at this court and did not 
come so in mercy 

William Neuton clerk alias it is said William Saunderes clerk came and 
took from the lady one messuage, one toft and one virgate of land with 
appurtenances in Neuton within the manor of Worfeld still in the hands of 
the lady after the death of Robert Saunderes brother of the aforesaid 
William holding from the lady to the same William and his heirs the 
aforesaid messuage, toft and virgate of land with appurtenances according 
to the custom of the manor by services and custom thence due and he gave 
to the lady for a fine 20s and made fealty and had seisin 

Affeerors: Roger Tounesende, John Bromley 
Sum of this court: 21s 2d thence in the expenses of the steward, reeve, 
beadle and others coming 3s 10d halfpenny 

Sum of the 5 courts this year £8 10s 
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