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Great court held before John Harpur, steward, on Thursday after the Feast of 
St Michael in the 39th year of the reign of Henry VI[2 October 1460] 

Thomas Swancote, Geoffrey Lloit, William Goold excused suit of court by 
John West and Richard Best 

The township presents that Giles Gibbes (nil) assaulted John Rowelowe of 
Alvescote and from him drew blood and that John Elcok forestalled (4d) 
Roger Rowelowe and that William Catstre (6d) forestalled John Bradeney 

Present one white sheep which came as a stray priced over a year 

Wiken, Chesterton & Akelton, Burcote & Burcote, Ryndelford & Bromley, 
Worfeld, Halon, Eudenes snd Oldyngton Roughton, Barneley, Hokcombe 
and Swancote, Hulton, Kyngelowe & Stanlowe nothing to present 

present that Giles Haselwod (4d) & Thomas Yate (4d) similarly brewed and 
broke the assize and that John Gerbot (4d) and John Prestes (2d) sold meat 
at excessively high prices and are in mercy 

Stephen Bradeney and John Barret fletcher are elected constables of the 
peace for this year and are sworn 

Edward Haselwod & Roger Netherton are elected ale tasters and sworn 

Sum of court 2s  
Affeerors: William Barker and William Goolde 

Small court held on the day and year aforesaid before the steward aforesaid 
Thomas Swancote & Geoffrey Lloyt of Salop and John Walker excused suit 
of court by Robert Mere & Thomas Were 
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presents that Agnes formerly the wife of John Newe married without a 
licence from the lord fine 12d 
And Roger Rowelowe married his daughter without a licence from the lord 
fine 12d 
And Margery formerly wife of John Willon married herself outside the 
domain without a licence from the lord fine 2s 
And that Thomas Wartoner who held of the lord a cottage in Worfeld has 
died since the last court and nothing falls to the lord in heriot because he has 
no goods or chattels 

To this court came John Haselwod tenant of the lord in the name of John 
Bene and Margery his wife and surrendered into the hands of the lord one 
selion of land lying in Halon called Feldhouse land to the work of William 
Sonde his heirs and assigns on which in the same court came the aforesaid 
William and took from the lord the said selion of land holding from the lord 
to himself, his heirs and assigns according to the custom of the manor by rent 
and service thence due and accustomed and he gave to the lord 4d for a fine 
made fealty to the lord and thence had seisin 

To this court came John Walker of Roughton the lord’s reeve in the name of 
John Billyngsley senior and surrendered into the hands of the lord 3 buttes of 
arable land in Crowemere Field of which 1 butte lies up to Crowmere and the 
2nd lies towards the Portway Gate and the 3rd lies on the waste abutting the 
Portway to the work of Richard Bokenhall and Agnes his wife, their heirs 
and assigns on which in the same court came the aforesaid Richard and 
Agnes and took from the lord the 3 buttes of land holding to themselves, their 
heirs and assigns according to the custom of the manor. And they gave to the 
lord for a fine 8d and made fealty to the lord and thence had seisin 

To this court came Roger Hatton (6d) and gave to the lord for a fine 6d for 
suit of court for this year. Richard Granger (6d), William Chese (6d), Richard 
Billyngsley (6d) and John Prestes (6d) each for the same 

Thomas Swancote and Thomas Harley (chosen) and sworn 

have a day to determine the truth between John Baret’s demand and Joan 
Barneley defendant of one messuage and one virgate of land with 
appurtenances in Barneley. The jury was empanelled and sworn to wit John 
Rowelowe of Hylton, Thomas Robyns, John Bradeney of Chesterton, John 
Haselwod, William Stafford, Thomas Gerbot of Hokcombe, John Rowelowe 
of Alvescote, William Rowelowe of Newton, John Gerbot of Burcot, Thomas 
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Underhill, Roger Bradeney of Bradeney, Thomas Gerbot of Chesterton, 
Thomas Bradeney of Bradeney, William Wermod, Richard Billyngsley, 
Roger Barker junior, William Walker of Wiken, Roger Walton, Janyn Walker, 
Roger Rowelowe, William Goolde of Bradeney, William Dalley and John 
Smyth of Hilton who say on oath that the gift which the aforesaid John made 
to the said John Baret and Edith daughter of the aforesaid John was well 
made and legitimate according to the custom of the manor to wit of one 
messuage and one virgate of land with its appurtenances in Barneley made to 
the said John Baret and Edith his wife 

Sum of the Great Court and Small 9s 6d    
Affeerors: William Barker and William Goolde 

Expenses of the steward 12s 6d 

Great Court held before the aforesaid steward on Thursday next after the 
Feast of Saint Martin the Evangelist in the 1st year of the reign of King 
Edward IV [30 April 1461] 

Thomas Crogilton, John Swancote & Thomas Gildon, John Swancote by  
John West and William Geste 

 Alvescote, Winchecote, Catstre & the Newton present one examination of 
bees price 2d in the custody of John Rowelowe 
Rowelowe, Bradeney, Asterhull, Ewyke and the Sonde present one black 
heifer a stray for over a year price 2s 6d. Item one horse a stray for over a 
year price ex 4d. Item present 1 grey horse a stray for over a year price 6s 8d 
in the custody of the bailiff of the lord 
Halon presents one grey beast [affram] a stray from before the last Feast of St 
Michael, seized 

Chesterton. Worfeld. Wyken. Eudenes and Oldyngton. Hylton. Roughton, 
Barneley, Hokcombe and Swancote. Burcote, Burcote, Ryndelford and 
Bromley.Aculton. Kyngelowe and Stanlowe. Stapulford. nothing 
presented.  

presents that Thomas Underhill put part of a barn on the common and soil of 
the lord at Aculton to the nuisance of his neighbours 

Present that John Haselwod (4d), Thomas Prestes (4d), Robert Clerke (4d), 
William Billyngsley (4d) and John Billyngsley (4d) brewed and broke the 
assize and each is in mercy 
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Affeerors: Roger Rowelowe and Roger Catstre 
Sum of the Court 12s 2d 

Small court held on the Thursday in the year aforesaid before the steward 
aforesaid 

John Swancote excused suit of court by Nicholas Were 

presents that Margery Bene has died since the last court who held from the 
lord one toft and half a virgate of land with appurtenances in Halon which 
should remain with William her son and one messuage and 3 nooks of land 
with appurtenances here should remain with Joan her daughter and that the 
said Margery has nothing in goods and chattels for her heriot 

to this court came Joan who was the wife of Thomas Bulloke and sought 
seisin of one messuage and 3 nooks of land with appurtenances in Halon 
which was formerly William Stevens, her father’s holding from the lord to 
herself and hers according to the custom of the manor by rent and services 
thence formerly due and accustomed and she gave to the lord for relief 15s 
and made fealty to the lord and thence had seisin. 

To the court aforesaid came William Barker junior and sought seisin of one 
toft and half a virgate of land with appurtenances in Halon which he inherited 
after the death of Margery Bene formerly his mother holding to himself from 
the lord to himself and his according to the custom of the manor by rent and 
services thence formerly due and accustomed and he made fealty to the lord 
and thence had seisin and he gave to the lord 10s for relief 

To the said court came William atte Sonde and surrendered into the hands of 
the lord one butte lying and in Felthouse in Halon to the use of William the 
son of Henry Barker his heirs and assigns holding to himself and his heirs 
and assigns from the lord according to the custom of the manor. And he gave 
to the lord for a fine 4d and made fealty and thence had seisin. 

To the aforesaid court came Roger Rowelowe in the name of Margery Willon 
and surrendered into the hands of the lord one messuage and one virgate of 
land with appurtenances in Burcote to the use of John the son of the aforesaid 
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Margery on which in the same came came the aforesaid John and took from 
the lord the messuage and land aforesaid holding from the lord to himself, his 
heirs and assigns according to the custom of the manor by rent and services 
thence formerly due and accustomed and he gave to the lord 20s for a fine 
and made fealty and thence had seisin. 

To the aforesaid court came Roger Catstre in the name of Thomas Catstre 
and surrendered into the hands of the lord one parcel of land called the 
Stonyrudding and one parcel of land called the Lucyrudding with 
appurtenances in Wynchecote to the work of William son of the aforesaid 
Thomas, his heirs and assigns on which in the same court came the aforesaid 
[blank] and took from the lord the aforesaid parcel of land holding from the 
lord to himself, his heirs and assigns according to the custom of the manor by 
rent and services thence formerly due and accustomed and he gave to the lord 
8d for a fine and made fealty and thence had seisin. 

John of Bradley plaintiff of John Rowelowe in a plea of trespass 
The same Roger (John) plaintiff of William Rowelowe in a plea of 
trespass 

Expenses of the steward 17s 6d halfpenny 
Sum total of the great court 46s 
Sum total of the great and small courts 67s 8d 
Sum total of the expenses of the steward at the courts aforesaid 30s & a 
halfpenny 

Small court held on Wednesday on the eve of the Nativity of St John the 
Baptist in the year aforesaid 

Roger Barker of Halon, John Walker, William Rowelowe of Newton, John 
Haselwod, John Merwall senior, excused suit of court by John Mere and 
Richard Bere 

present that Agnes (nothing here because in the Great Court) the wife of John 
Newe married John Rowelowe son of John Rowelowe of Hilton without a 
licence from the lord. Item. The lord’s bailiff presents that he has had one 
steer, black, in his custody for over a year. Price 20d for a stray 
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To this court came William Barker and Amy his wife and surrendered into 
the hands of the lord one messuage and one nook of land with appurtenances 
in Halon except the Longmeadow Dole here which was formerly Roger 
Hatton’s to the work of John Billyngsley of Wyken and Margaret his wife 
and the heirs of their bodies legitimately procreated holding from the lord to 
themselves in the form aforesaid according to the custom of the manor by 
rent and services thence formerly due and accustomed. And they gave to the 
lord for a fine 5s and made fealty and thence had seisin 

To this court came William Barker and Amy his wife and surrendered into 
the hands of the lord 3 small doles of land lying in the Littlehalon Meadow 
and Pillyngeshale to the work of John Billyngsley of Wyken and Margaret 
his wife and the heirs of their bodies legitimately procreated holding from the 
lord to themselves in the form aforesaid according to the custom of the 
manor by rent and services thence formerly due and accustomed. And they 
gave to the lord  for a fine 12d and made fealty and thence had seisin 

To this court came Thomas Willot in the name of Robert Halle servant of 
John Pety and surrendered into the hands of the lord all his title and rightful 
claim which the aforesaid Roger has or had for himself or his heirs now or in 
the future of and in one messuage and 3 nooks of land with appurtenances in 
Hilton now in the tenure of John Smyth to the use of the said John Smyth and 
Agnes his wife their heirs and assigns on which in the same court came came 
the aforesaid John and Agnes and took from the lord the messuage and land 
aforesaid holding from the lord to themselves and theirs according to the 
custom of the manor y rent and services thence formerly due and 
accustomed. And they gave to the lord for a fine 3s 4d and made fealty to the 
lord and thence had seisin 

To this court came Thomas Underhill and took from the lord one small parcel 
of land on which part of his barn was built in the village of Stapulford giving 
thence to the lord per annum one halfpenny holding to himself and his heirs 
and assigns from the lord according to the custom of the manor. And he gave 
to the lord for a fine 8d and made fealty to the lord and thence had seisin 

Expenses of the steward 16d 
Sum of court 11s 8d 

Small court held here on Friday next after the Feast of the Birth of the 
Blessed Mary in the first year of Edward IV’s reign [10 Sept 1461] 
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aforesaid present that the waters of the Worfe and the Churle are obstructed 
with the branches of trees and underwood and a pain is put to clean the 
waters aforesaid between now and the next court on pain of 40d 

To this court came Thomas Harley reeve of the lord in the name of John 
Willon and surrendered into the hands of the lord 6 buttes of land called 
Hyndes and the Depedale acre, 6 buttes of land in the Dony Furlong 
headland extending to Swancotefield and 1 butte extending to the said 
headland to the use of John Janyns junior holding from the lord to himself 
and his according to the custom of the manor giving thence to the said John 
Willon 1d per year. And he gave to the lord for a fine 8d and made fealty to 
the lord and thence had seisin 

To this court came John Bradeney of Chesterton and surrendered into the 
hands of the lord in the name of Emote Gerbot one messuage and one nook 
of land with its appurtenances in Chesterton to the use of John the son of the 
aforesaid Emote holding from the lord for a fine of 5s and he made fealty to 
the lord and thence had seisin 

Sum of this court 5s 8d  Expenses of the steward 16d 
Sum total of all courts for this year … £4 5s 

In Expenses of the steward to the courts held aforesaid 32s 8d halfpenny 
In … Thomas Harley the reeve 
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