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Great court held on Wednesday before the Feast of St Michael the Archangel 
in the 37th year of the reign of Henry VI[October 1458] 

Thomas Catstre excused suit of court by Richard Roe 

presents one grey draught animal [affram] a stray now dead price 12d in the 
custody of John Billyngsley. And that Roger Barker (6d) forestalled John 
Bene and that the aforesaid John forestalled the aforesaid Roger and drew 
blood (12d). Wyken township (6d) because they unjustly presented that 
Sibill Wartoner occupied the home of Nicholas Sadeler without permission 
and that the said Nicholas (6d) forestalled the said Sibill and that Richard 
Bokenall seized one croft called Rushecroft which ought to be in common at 
that time of year 
The township presents one white ewe a stray from before the Feast of the 
Nativity of St John the Baptist and seized for the lord with a lamb and fleece 
price 12d 

Presents a swarm of bees (2d) a stray in the custody of William Gildon 

Wynchecote, Catstre and the Newtown present that Agnes wife of  John 
Bradeney unjustly took one russet coat price 10d of the goods and chattels of 
the servant of John Valans of Brugg.  

Bradeney Asterhull, Ewyke & the Sonde present one steer a stray for over a 
year price 3s. Item present 1 bay horse a stray forfeit to the lord price 4s in 
the custody of Stephen Rowelowe. Item. present a swarm of bees price 2d in 
the custody of the said Stephen.  

Burcote, Ryndelford & Bromley. Nothing to present. Roughton, Braneley, 
Hokcombe and Swancote nothing to present. Chesterton nothing to present. 
Eudenes snd Oldyngton nothing to present and Worfeld nothing  

present that John Gerbot (2d) and John Prestes (2d) are common butchers 
and sold meat at excessively high prices therefore in mercy 

present that Nicholas Sadeler (4d), John Merewall (4d), William Carter (4d), 
William Rowelowe (4d), John Billyngsley (4d), Richard Bere (4d), Thomas 
Yate (4d), and Thomas Walker (4d), brewed and broke the assize 

Sum of this court 14s 6d 
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William Barker & William Stafford are constables of the peace and Richard 
Hull of Bromley and John Newe elected ale tasters.  
Affeerors: William Barker and Roger Catstre 

Small court held on the day and year aforesaid before the steward aforesaid 
none 

To this court came John Walker reeve of the lord and surrendered in the name 
of John Holigreve into the hands of the lord 1 selion of land lying in Halon in 
the Cattam Meadow to the use of Roger Catstre and Agnes his wife holding 
from the lord to themselves and their heirs and assigns according to the 
custom of the manor by rent and services thence due and accustomed and 
they gave to the lord for a fine 3d and made fealty and thence had seisin 

To this court came the aforesaid reeve and surrendered into the hands of the 
lord in the name of Thomas Bradeney of Bradeney one parcel of meadow 
called Tarmeadowe to the use of John Rowelowe of Hilton holding from the 
lord to himself for the term of 8 years next following after the date of this 
court. And he gave to the lord for a fine 4d 

The jury aforesaid elected Thomas Gerbot and Thomas Robyns (chosen) to 
serve the lord this year in the office of reeve and were sworn 

Sum of the Great Court and Small 15s 1d    
Expenses of the steward 12s 7d 

Small Court held on the evening of the Feast of St Gregory the Pope in the 
37th year of King Henry VI 
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The jury aforesaid presents that Thomas Merewall senior who held of the 
lord one toft and one virgate of land in Hilton, one messuage and half a 
virgate of land with appurtenances in Stapulford has died since the last court 
and there falls to the lord for heriot one whore coloured ox [note: no idea 
what this colour is] price 8s and that the land and tenements should remain 
with Alice his wife for the term of her life according to the custom of the 
manor. Item present that William Ewyk who held of the lord 1 toft and one 
virgate of land with its appurtenances in Ewyk has died since the last court 
and the land and tenements are to remain with John Rowelowe of Hilton, 
William Goold, Thomas Willot and Thomas Harley and enquire for heriot the 
lord is owed. Item present that John Swancote who held of the lord one 
messuage and one virgate of land with appurtenances in Swancote for the 
term of his life has died and which should remain with John his son for the 
term aforesaid and  1 messuage and 1 virgate of land with its appurtenances 
in Stapulford should remain with Thomas his son and the heriot owed 
according to the custom of the manor. Item present that Christiana Bradeney 
who held of the lord one messuage and 1 virgate of land with appurtenances 
in Hilton 1 messuage and half a virgate of land with appurtenances, 1 toft and 
3 nooks of land with appurtenances, 3 acres of land and 2 parcels of meadow 
with appurtenances in Hilton has died since the last court which land and 
tenements should remain with Stephen her son and there falls to the lord for 
heriot 1 cow price 6s 8d 

To this court came Richard Parker alias it is said Stanford through John Snell 
his attorney and surrendered into the hands of the lord one messuage and 3 
nooks of land with appurtenances in Hilton to the use of John Smyth and 
Agnes his wife holding from the lord to themselves, their heirs and assigns 
according to the custom of the manor by rent and services thence formerly 
due and he gave to the lord for a fine 12s and made fealty to the lord and 
thence had seisin 

To this court came Thomas Billyngsley and surrendered into the hands of the 
lord through Stephen Rowelowe his attorney one meadow called 
Torremeadow to the use of John Bradeney his son holding from the lord to 
himself, his heirs and assigns according to the custom of the manor by rent 
and services thence formerly due. And he gave for a fine 2s and made fealty 
to the lord and thence had seisin 

To this court came William Barowe and surrendered into the hands of the 
lord one cottage with garden adjoining in Worfield which was formerly John 
Barker’s and afterwards in the same court came the aforesaid William and 
took from the lord the aforesaid cottage with garden holding to himself and 
Agnes his wife for the term of their lives and the longer living of them and 
after their decease the said cottage with garden are to remain with the Chapel 
of the Chantry of the Blessed Mary of Worfield and its successors for ever. 
And they gave to the lord 4d for a fine, made fealty to the lord and thence 
had seisin 
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To this court court came Stephen Bradeney son and heir of John Bradeney 
and sought seisin of one messuage and half a virgate of land, one toft and 3 
nooks of land, 3 acres of land and 2 parcels of meadow with appurtenances in 
Hilton holding to himself his heirs and assigns from the lord by rent and 
services thence formerly due according to the custom of the manor and he 
gave to the lord for relief 25s and made fealty to the lord and thence had 
seisin 

To this court came the aforesaid Thomas Swancote son and heir of Roger 
Swancote and sought seisin of one messuage and one virgate of land with 
appurtenances in Stapulford holding from the lord to himself, his heirs and 
assigns by rent and services thence formerly due according to the custom of 
the manor and he gave to the lord for a fine 20s and made fealty to the lord 
and thence had seisin 

To this court came John Snell and Stephen Rowelowe and took from the lord 
all the waste land of the lord in Chesterton from the gate of the cemetery of 
St John unto the gate of Thomas Gerbot here with one parcel of land called 
Bele Yard holding to themselves and their heirs and assigns according to the 
custom of the manor giving rent to the lord per annum 4d and they gave to 
the lord for a fine 4d and made fealty to the lord and thence had seisin 

Sum of this small court £3 14s 4d                
In expenses of the steward 10s 

Great Court held here on the 6th of April in the 37th year of the reign of King 
Henry VI before J Harpur, steward 

Henry Herkedale excused by Richard Bere 

Kyngelowe and Stanlowe. Hilton. Worfeld. Eudenes. Halon. Roughton, 
Barneley, Hokcombe & Swancote. Alvescote, Winchecote, Catstre & the 
Newton. Akelton & Wyken nothing presented. Rowelowe, Bradeney, 
Asterhull, Ewyke and the Sonde present that Richard Underhill (6d) 
assaulted John Eton. Burcote, Burcote, Ryndelford and Bromley nothing 
presented. Chesterton. Eudenes and Oldyngton nothing presented. 
Afterwards Chesterton presented that William Weston and Peter Weston of 
Lychfield in the County of Stafford, yeomen, came on the 12th day of March 
in the 27th year of the reign of Henry VI at the township of Chesterton 
aforesaid and here by might and arms to wit gleyves, swords, crossbows and 
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arrows took 15 hurdles price 40d against the peace of the lord King of the 
goods and chattels of Simon Hichecokes and further it is said that he is 
plundered and has damages to the value of 40s etc. Stapulford presents that 
John Merewall has 1 sheep as a stray price 6d 

present that Roger Netherton (4d) brewed once, William Billyngsley (4d) 
brewed, John of Rowelowe of R(4d) brewed once, Stephen Bradeney (4d) 
brewed once, Thomas Bradeney (4d) brewed once, John Harpur of Stanlowe 
(4d) brewed once, Thomas Prestes (4d) brewed once, John Hokcombe (4d) 
brewed once, John Elcok (4d) brewed once and John Willon (4d) brewed  
and broke the assize 

To this court came Richard Bokenhall in the name of Thomas Merewall 
senior and surrendered into the hands of the lord the reversion after the death 
of Alice the former wife of the said Thomas, one toft and one virgate of land 
with appurtenances in Hilton to the benefit of Stephen Merewall son of the 
said Alice holding to himself his heirs and assigns the said toft and land after 
the death of Alice when it should happen according to the custom of the 
manor. And he gave to the lord for a fine 20s and made fealty to the lord and 
thence had seisin 

To this court aforesaid came Thomas Prestes and  he gave to the lord a fine of 
12d for an enquiry by 12 upright and legal men according to the custom of 
the manor to enquire on their oaths whether the donation which John Prestes 
and Alice his wife received from the said Thomas should stand or not 

To the said court came Roger Jenks and gave to the lord for a fine 2s for an 
enquiry by 24 upright and legal men according to the custom of the manor to 
enquire on their oaths whether Roger Walton and Matilda his wife made a 
fine with the lord for half a toft and five and a half nooks of land with 
appurtenances in Roughton or not 

To this court came John Barrett (8d), fletcher and Joan his wife and made a 
fine with the lord to keep an alehouse and brew until the Feast of St Michael 
next and he gave to the lord for a fine 8d 
 
Richard Billyngsley (6d) came similarly in person and gave to the lord a fine 
to brew until the Feast of St Michael next 
Roger Smyth came and gave to the lord a fine to brew until the next said 
feast 
John Baret scrivener came and gave to the lord a fine to brew until the next 
said feast 
William Sonde came and gave to the lord a fine to brew until the next said 
feast 
Richard Bokenhall came and gave to the lord a fine to brew until the next 
said feast 

William Barowe came and gave to the lord a fine to brew until the said feast 
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John Prestes came and gave to the lord a fine to brew until the next said feast 
And William [no more than this] 
To this court came Thomas Stanlowe of Bristol and gave to the lord a fine for 
the suit of court until the feast aforesaid 
William Chese came in a similar way & gave to the lord a fine for the same 
until the feast aforesaid  
Roger Hatton came in a similar way & gave to the lord a fine for the same 
until the feast aforesaid 
Richard Granger came in a similar way & gave to the lord a fine for the same 
until the feast aforesaid 
Thomas Willot came in a similar way & gave to the lord a fine for the same 
until the feast aforesaid 

Sum of this court 32s   Expenses of the steward 19s 8d 
sum total of all courts for this year aforesaid £6 17d 
in expenses of the steward for the whole year aforesaid 42s 3d 
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