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Great Court held before John Harpur  steward on Thursday next after the 
Feast of St Michael the Archangel in the 34th year of the reign of King Henry 
VI [3 October 1455] 

The township here presents that Henry Herkedale (2d) made a default of 
court. Rowelowe, Bradeney, Asterhull Ewyke and the Sonde townships here 
present that Stephen Bradeney has in his custody 2 trenes which came as 
strays before the Feast of St Martin seized for the lord. Eudenes and 
Oldyngton present one swarm of bees a stray in the custody of Edward 
Haselwod price 2d. Wykyn township presents one white sheep a stray forfeit 
in the custody of Nicholas Sadeler price 6d. Aculton presents that Stephen 
Rowelowe has in his custody one trenem which came as a stray before the 
Feast of St Andrew seized for the lord price 16d. Hilton nothing presented. 
Kynneslowe and Stanlowe nothing presented. Chesterton nothing presented. 
Alvescote, Wynchecote, Catstre and Newton nothing presented. Burcote, 
Burcote, Ryndelford and Bromley nothing presented. Roughton, Barnley, 
Hockombe and Swancote nothing presented. Stapulford nothing presented. 
Worfield nothing presented. Roger Dalley for trespass made by himself 2s 

Nicholas Sadeler plaintiff of Richard Bere in a plea of debt 
The same Nicholas plaintiff of the said John Billyngsley in  a plea of trespass 
The same Nicholas plaintiff of the said John B[illyngsley] in a plea of debt 

William Rowelowe and John Bradeney of Bradeney elected constables of the 
peace and are sworn. And that Richard Baker is elected reeve for this year 
Thomas Bradeney and John Hichecokes elected ale tasters and sworn 
Thomas Underhill fine for suit of court for this year 6d 

Small court before the steward aforesaid on the day and year and in the place 
aforesaid 

John Willes and Richard Rogers by John East and Thomas Beste 
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To this court came Thomas the Fader of Asteley and gave to the lord 2s for a 
fine for an enquiry of 24 upright and legal men to judge whether he has the 
better right in his demand in one messuage in one and a half virgates of land 
with its appurtenances in Stapulford than John Merewall senior has in his 
tenure 
Roger Whitbrok is in mercy for a false claim against his mother in a plea of 
land 

present that Agnes Yate (4d), John Newe (4d), Reginald Walker (4d), William 
Barker (4d), Roger Rowelowe (4d) of Burcote, Thomas Robyns (4d), John 
Walker of Ryndelford (4d), Roger Calowe (contested), Margery Tornour 
(4d), William Gregge (2d) and Thomas Wartoner (contested) brewed and 
broke the assize 

aforesaid present that Thomas Bullok formerly of Alvescote in the County of 
Salop, chapman, convicted of  diverse felonies and other malefactions at 
Aylesbury in the County of Buckingham and for that reason was hanged by 
the neck has various goods and chattells which should be forfeit to the lord in 
the name of escheat. And further present that the said Thomas held of the 
lord within the domain in his life, to wit in Alvescote one messuage and  one 
virgate of land with its appurtenances which it is ordered by the steward 
should be seized by the bailiff of the lord into the hands of the lord etc until 
etc. And that the said Thomas had grain in his barn at Alvescote to the value 
of 40s and hay to the value of 6s 8d, one waggon bound with iron price 13s 
4d one plough with 1 coulter price 6d, 1 horse price 12d, one brass bowl and 
one brass dish price 2s, two linchiaia and 1 covering price 2s 6d, one scythe 
price 4d, 1 lantern price 4d, 1 jack and 1 salet price 

To this court came the beadle of the lord in the name of Agnes Yate to wit 
Roger Catstre and surrendered into the hands of the lord the reversion after 
the death of the aforesaid Agnes of one messuage and half a virgate of land in 
Stanlowe and four parts of one nook of land here in the Old Field to the use 
of Thomas Yate her son and Margery his wife holding from the lord to 
themselves and the heirs of their bodies legitimately procreated and if it 
should happen that they die without such legitimate heirs then the messuage 
and land aforesaid should remain with the rightful  heirs of the aforesaid 
Agnes for ever according to the custom of the manor. And they gave to the 
lord 11s 3d fine and made fealty to the lord and thence had seizin 
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To this court came Roger Barker junior of Halon and Alice his wife and 
surrendered into the hands of the lord on messuage and half a virgate of land 
with its appurtenances in Halon one toft and half a virgate of land with its 
appurtenances called Wintersland here to the use of John the son of Roger 
and Alice and the said Alice before the steward according to the custom of 
the manor was examined etc holding from the lord the messuage, toft and 
land aforesaid after the death of the said Roger and Alice to the aforesaid 
John and Edith his wife and the heirs of their bodies legitimately procreated. 
And if it should happen that John and Edith die without heirs of their bodies 
legitimately procreated the aforesaid messuage, toft and land to revert to the 
aforesaid Roger and his closest heir holding from the lord to himself in the 
manner aforesaid by rent and services thence formerly due and accustomed 
according to the custom of the manor. And they gave to the lord for a fine 20s 
and made fealty to the lord and thence had seizin 

To this court came John Snell and surrendered into the hands of the lord one 
tenement with 3 nooks of land with its appurtenances called Stanlowes Place 
in Chesterton, one toft and one virgate of land called Heyne Place Agnes 
here, one toft and one nook of land with its appurtenances here called 
Blenche Lands. On which in the same court  the lord granted the aforesaid 
John Snell all the lands, tenements and toft with its appurtenances during his 
life and after his death all the land, tenement and toft the lord granted to 
Thomas Hichecokes son and heir of Alice who was the wife of the aforesaid 
John Snell holding to himself and the heirs of his body legitimately 
procreated and if it should happen that Thomas dies without such heirs the 
land, tenements and toft are to remain with John brother of the aforesaid 
Thomas and the heirs of his body legitimately procreated and if John should 
die without such  heirs then all the land, tenements and toft are to remain 
with the aforesaid Simon brother of the aforesaid Thomas and John and if 
Simon should die without such heirs all the land, tenements and toft are to 
remain with its appurtenances with Agnes sister of Thomas, John and Simon 
and if Agnes should die without such heirs all the land, tenements and toft 
with its appurtenances are to remain with Sir Edward Nevyle lord of 
Worfield and my heirs for ever. Before this for the grant the said Thomas 
Hichecokes gave to the lord a fine of 40s at ingoing, made fealty to the lord 
and thence had seizin of the reversion after the death of John Snell when it 
should happen 

Sum of the Great and Small Courts 79s 5d       Expenses of the steward 14s 

Small court held here on Thursday next after the Feast of St Luke the 
Evangelist in the 33rd year of the reign of King Henry VI 
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Richard Bere is in mercy for not coming to Nicholas Sadeler in a plea of debt 
The said Nicholas plaintiff of the said John Billyngsley in  a plea of debt & 
trespass separately 

To this court came John Walshe and Joan his wife sister and heir of John 
Hilton and sought seizin of one toft and half a virgate of land with its 
appurtenances in Wynchecote by the right of the said John after the death of 
John Hilton her brother whose heir she is holding from the lord to themselves 
and their heirs according to the custom of the manor by rent and services 
thence formerly due and accustomed. And they gave 10s for relief and made 
fealty to the lord and thence had seizin. And afterwards in the same court 
came the aforesaid John Walshe and Joan his wife and the aforesaid Joan was 
examined in the form of the law according to the custom of the manor by the 
steward and surrendered into the hands of the lord the aforesaid toft and half 
a virgate of land with appurtenances to the work of William Rowelowe of 
Newton and Isabel his wife holding from the lord to themselves and their 
assigns by rent and services thence formerly due and accustomed. And they 
gave to the lord 10s for a fine, made fealty to the lord and thence had seizin 

To this court came Joan who was the wife of Thomas Bulloke and John their 
son and they gave to the lord 2s for an enquiry to hold on oath 24 upright and 
legal men according to the custom of the manor whether she had a better 
right in her claim in one toft and half a virgate of land with appurtenances in 
Wychecote which William Rowelowe of Eudenesse has in his tenure. 
Provisionally attached perquisites 

To this court came William Barker and gave to the lord for a fine 8d for 6 
buttes of land lying at his enclosure called Lovestickes Yard of which the 
said William has 2 buttes in exchange with William Wermod’s and 1 butte in 
exchange with John Rowelowe of Rowelowe which William Barker is 
licensed to hold it is said 6 buttes separately to himself and his assigns giving 
to the lord per annum 1d 

Roger Dalley fined 2s for 2 fishing nets of the goods of John Merewall which 
he unjustly kept price 8d 

Sum of this court 22s 10d                                  Expenses 8s 2d 
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Great  Court held before the Steward on the Thursday next after the Feast of 
St Ambrose in the 34th year of the reign of King Henry VI 

John Merewall senior by William Reste 

Kyngelowe and Stanlowe nothing presented. Hilton presents one black ewe a 
stray from before the Feast of Pentecost seized price 6d in the custody of 
Robert Brugend. Item present one white sheep a stray from before the 
aforesaid feast seized price nothing in the custody of John Rowelowe of 
Hilton. Eudenes and Oldyngton nothing presented. Stapulford nothing 
presented. Alvescote, Wynchecote, Catstre and Newton nothing presented. 
Burcote, Burcote, Ryndelford and Bromley present that John Brooke (6d) of 
Brugg, tailor unjustly kept for a year 1 hen and 1 goose of the goods and 
chattels of John Walker price 3d. Rowlowe, Bradeney, Asterhull, Ewyke and 
the Sonde nothing presented. Roughton, Barndeley, Hockomb and Swancote 
present one ewe a stray  in the custody of Roger Yate before the Feast of 
Michaelmas last seized.  Wiken township nothing presented. Worfield 
presents that John Prestes (6d) forestalled Thomas Taillour And that the said 
Thomas forestalled the said John and that John Vickers forestalled John 
Prestes. Aculton  presents  [end of line missing] And that Roger Dalley has 3 
sheaves of corn feloniously taken from the  wheat and on the land of the said 
Roger …. price 1d halfpenny 

At this court David Bromfeld who had a suspected felon staying in his house 
was led to the bar and swore before the steward on the book that he will 
leave and he will withdraw him from the house aforesaid within 24 hours 
next following under pain of forfeiting to the lord all his goods and chattels 
and imprisonment by his body if etc 

Present that William Billyngsley (4d), Roger Bradeney (4d), John Haselwod 
(4d), John Aston (4d), John Hockombe (4d), John Wermod (4d), John 
Billyngsley of Holon (4d), William Walker (4d), Robert Taillour (4d), John 
Smyth of Hilton (4d) and John Baret clerk (4d) each brewed and broke the 
assize 

Sum 5s 9d halfpenny 
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Small Court before the Steward aforesaid the day, year and place as above 
William Walker excused suit of court by John East and Richard West 

John Barrett plaintive of Roger Dalley in plea of trespass 
John Prestes plaintive of Roger Barker in three pleas of trespass 
The said Roger Barker plaintiff of the said John Prestes in two pleas of 
trespass separately 

To this court came Joan who was the wife of William Parker alias it is said 
Porter of Barnedeley alias Brandeley and surrendered into the hands of the 
lord the reversion after her death of one tenement and one virgate of land 
with all its appurtenances here to the use of Hugh Parker his heirs and 
assigns on which in the same court came the aforesaid Hugh and took from 
the lord the tenement and land holding to himself and his heirs and assigns in 
reversion aforesaid after the decease of the said Joan when it should happen 
according to the custom of the manor by rent and services thence formerly 
due  and accustomed. And he gave to the lord 20s for a fine made fealty and 
thence had seizin 

Stephen Rowelowe has in his custody a small boar price 12d forfeit as a 
stray. Item the aforesaid Stephen has in his custody a stray cow and calf 
forfeit to the lord price 7s. Item Roger Bradeney sold one stray horse price 
20d forfeit to the lord 

Sum 29s 8d     Expenses of the steward 11s 2d 
Total of all the courts aforesaid £6 17s 8d halfpenny 
In expenses of the Steward of the courts aforesaid 33s 4d
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