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Happy New Year! This is a bit of a mish-mash of material for which I 
make some apology, but as I write this we are in Advent and I am 
anxious to get this off to the Editor, Sarah, as soon as possible. 

A few years ago I had a phone call from a lecturer at Leicester 
University asking if we could meet in Worfield. The lecturer was 
heading up a team which included an archaeologist, a geographer and 
an historian. They had funding for a project to study medieval water 
management. The purpose of this was to study a warm wet period 
similar to that which we might expect from global warming. The last 
major record of rapid warming was 700-1100AD. The plan was to 
put together documentary, archaeological, landscape and place-name 
evidence. For a brief period it was exciting to think that I might be 
taught something instead of having to work it out for myself. In the 
event I was to be disappointed; I heard no more from Leicester and in 
fact it was Alrewas and not Worfield which was chosen for the study. 
Nonetheless I have good memories of a few hours spent with people 
who clearly knew what they were talking about. I remember the dis-
cussion on whether the word Worfe, was a description of its wander-
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ing habit or not and I remember discussing the earliest Worfield doc-
uments and the lack of detailed Worfield accounts of an early date. 
As we walked towards Wyken I pointed out the field on the corner of 
Main Street and the road leading to Hallon which had been ear-
marked at one time for development and I remember the landscape 
geographer’s words as he pointed out the floodplains - ‘were they 
mad?’ One of the answers I was looking for that day was to see if 
anyone could identify the stones in the Worfe shown below, whether 
they belonged to an old mill, a bridge or a weir. Unfortunately they 
couldn’t make an on-the-spot judgment but they left an important 
question in my mind, ‘how were the streams of Worfield managed in 
medieval times?’ 

The rivers fulfilled a number of tasks. They provided power to 
drive mills, water for livestock, nutrients for the meadows and food 
to eat. Until we polluted the rivers in the late twentieth century, they 
teemed with trout, other fish, and eels. We have squandered what our 
ancestors looked after with such great care. In the fourteenth century 
the fish stocks of all the rivers and streams in the parish were careful-
ly protected. Fishing was permitted by licence from the lord but only 
fish of a certain size could be taken. Fish were caught with rods and 
nets but also with fish traps. Thomas Barker managed to contravene 
two of the local regulations when he put three stakings in streams 
without a licence from the lord and also fished with nets and flies 
destroying all the young fish in the Worfe and the Churle.  

These stakings, or fish weirs, were woven withies driven into the 
river bed and across the stream in a V-shape or series of V-shapes. 
The fish would be funnelled into nets which hung from the point of 
the V and a bridge was built over the stakings so that the nets could 
be hauled out. Fish weirs were dotted all along the streams but at 
measured intervals so there would be no overfishing. A weir at 
Ewyke changed hands in 1462, on the understanding that no other 
weir was to be permitted between this and Elsall Weir to the north. 

One might think that such delicate structures would have disap-
peared long ago but in Alveley and Arley, traces of stakes and wattle 
have been found. The other feature associated with fishing are bylets. 
I believe there were bylets on the Worfe but more work is needed. 

The most convenient fishery must have been that of Thomas 
Merwall who was allowed a staking next to his kitchen in Paylborck 
in Hilton. Where Paylborck was I don’t know. Sometimes the names 
have persisted and are on the1839 tithe map but sometimes they 
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haven’t. We know that in 1456 a weir place next to the Weir Parrock 
of John Bradeney, part of Chesterton and part of Hilton Walls was 
leased on the condition that no fishing nets were put between Hoge-
mans Meadow and the weir. Unless I have missed it, I can’t find this 
on the 1839 map. On the other hand there are words incorrectly writ-
ten. Elsall (north of Ewyk) becomes Heelsole and Ware may be weir. 

Weirs were also used to regulate the flow of water so that nearby 
meadows could be flooded to improve their fertility. I have marked 
on the map all the meadows called Weir Meadow. These water 
meadows were very highly prized and provided early growth of grass 
and increased the yields. Control of the flooding made them different 
from meadows which were on the floodplain and flooded naturally. 
When the floodgates were opened the water must spread evenly 
across the surface leaving no stagnant pools which would harm the 
grass. It was said that the water should flow ‘on at a trot and off at a 
gallop.’ 

Weirs in Worfield Parish in the Fourteenth Century
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I have also marked the footbridges shown on this two and a half 

inch map from the 1950s.I have a theory that the stones shown in the 
picture above may be remnants of a weir. If anyone would like to see 
if there are any other similar remains at other footbridge locations 
that would be most helpful. 

Fast forward to 1902. First there was the New Years Eve dance  
which I presume took place in the school as there was nowhere else. 
Of course it went without saying that with such a Master of Cere-
monies as Mr Callant, things went merrily. The rooms were well 
filled, the music good and the refreshment department well supplied 
and well served. 

On the 19th January there were more celebrations in the school 
when Mr Monckton and Lady Gertrude Monckton  arranged another 
entertainment of monologues, recitation, piano playing and handbell 
ringing. The duologue, Geese, by the Misses Douglas, was simply 
inimitable. 

The room was well-filled and when all the money was gathered in 
there was enough to buy lamps for the school. Before this the school 
borrowed them. The newly-acquired parish piano was also being put 
to good use. 

In 1904 Dr Thomas Hewitt of Claverley and Miss Florence Annie 
Wilson of Ackleton, were married. ‘Long  Life and Much 
Happiness,’ the couple were wished and the marriage took place in St 
George’s Hanover Square. It was the wish of Miss Wilson that the 
wedding should be a quiet affair, impossible in the parish where both 
bride and groom were well-known and popular. ‘We would all have 
been in church,’ the Vicar writes. The weather was dull but the cou-
ple were independent of it, they had their own sunshine.’ 

References: Worfield Manor Court Rolls P314/W/1/1 [use index 
for exact years] 

These are some of the weir references in the P314 court rolls be-
tween 1365 and 1463. 

• 1365(i) a weir in Hilton (ii) William of Asterhull is given the 
right to rebuild the fulling mill at Wyken which belongs to the 
Chantry Chapel and valuing the ancient and customary weir. The 
mill is at Churleford 
• 1387 An enquiry was ordered to see if the lord of Worfield 

should take 12d annually for Forsteres Weir in Kingsmede 
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• 1432 Cheyne, father and son, named as common fishers 
• 1433 (i) Watstakyngs to Richard Smyth a weir and fishery ad-

joining (ii) a new weir between Redemedowe and Crowmere Heath 
• 1435 John Taylor fined for fishing in 2 separate fisheries with-

out a licence 
• 1437 A new weir at Hanging Rock to Richard Smyth to be built 

at his own expense. By 1440 this is a weir and a house 
• 1439 An unlawful weir on the Churle without a licence 
• 1439 Thomas Merewall allowed a staking next to his kitchen in 

Paylborck in Hilton 
• 1440 (i) Watstakyngs with all the fisheries adjoining surren-

dered to John Aston (changes hands again in 1454) (ii) a weir at 
Sydmore by Thomas Merewall’s (iii) William Rugge takes a weir 
at Pasteford. This changes hands in 1447 and lies at the side of 
Kingelowe meadow. The weir was leased to John Harley and was 
cut down at night and wickedly totally broken and violently taken 
away. 
• 1446 Thompkys weir at the meadow of John Merewall junior 

called Snakenale 
• 1447 Weir at Wycheford (?near Pasford) 
• 1455 Roger Dalley kept the fishing nets of John Merewall 
• 1459 John Eton and Thomas Barker are common fishers 
• 1462 Thomas Barker fishes again and John Barret the scrivener 
• 1463 (i) Thomas Barker fined for 3 fish traps without a licence 

and for fishing with stall nets and flooding and destroying the fish-
ing of the lord (ii) John atte Sonde fined for 3 stakings in Worfe 
(iii) Thomas Harkys fined for 2 stakings in the Worfe (iii) Richard 
Astevall fined for 1 staking in the Worfe (iv) All the tenants and 
inhabitants of the domain are warned not to take weapons to 
church, poleaxes or billhooks into Soudeley Wood nor fish in the 
waters of the Worfe or the Churle without licence 


