
Law and Order in Fifteenth Century Worfield
I have been away on holiday for two weeks. Last week I stayed in 

Woodbridge in Suffolk and this week I am in Essex. Of course I am 
always interested in the local history of the area which can help in 
understanding a little more of Worfield’s history.  

Knowing that Suffolk was an important cloth-making area in the 
sixteenth century, I visited Lavenham, a town built on the cloth 
trades. The wealth of the clothiers is indicated by the magnificent 
houses such as that shown below. These were often places of work 
and warehouses as well as homes. In one house pack horses were 
brought into a passage way within the house and laden with the wool 
which was stored there. Keeping the wool within the house ensured 
this valuable commodity was kept safe as did loading the pack horses 
under the same roof. At least one could be sure that all the wool to be 
delivered to London started its journey. 

Built as lavishly as the wealth of their owners would allow, 
clothiers’ houses in Lavenham were examples of what used to be 
called conspicuous consumption. The key factor in this ostentatious 

Clothier’s house in Lavenham
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competition was the amount of timber used in the construction of a 
house. Carvings added to the status. Baker’s Cottage in Bromley, 
Sonde Farm, Rookery Cottages in Wyken and Gorsty Hayes in 
Stableford are all examples of high status houses of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. The obvious question is where did the money 
come from to build them? I suspect that there was more than farming 
money involved. We believe that Sonde Farm was built by a wool 
merchant and we may find that merchant money was behind most of 
these high status houses. 

Contrary to popular belief, even in medieval times people did 
move around the country. In 1455, when Henry VI was on the throne, 
Thomas Bullock, formerly of Allscott was convicted of diverse 
felonies and other malefactions at Aylesbury in the County of 
Buckingham, for which his goods and chattells here were forfeit. 

Gorsty Hayes, Stableford
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Thomas held during his life a messuage and virgate of land (about 30 
acres) now seized by the bailliff for the lord but apart from farming, 
Thomas Bullock was a chapman, a travelling salesmen. It is 
extraordinary to think that a travelling saleman would cover such a 
distance. Perhaps a fair amount the goods he sold were stolen.  

It is probable that Thomas Bullock was hanged for his crimes in 
Buckinghamshire. What became of his family in Worfield I don’t 
know. Certainly all of his property was forfeit and his house and land 
were taken back into the hands of the lord. This would have left his 
wife and family destitute and reliant on the parish for survival. 

Thomas Bullock’s goods consisted very little by today’s 
standards: there was grain and hay in his barn at Allscott, a cart with 
wheels bound with iron, a coulter for a plough, a horse, a brass bowl, 
2 chains, 1 barrel, 1 scythe, 1 lantern and a protective jacket. Seizure 
of goods gives us an interesting insight into how people lived. Edith 
and Margaret Stevenes had had a nice little burglary business for 
seven years or more, until they were arrested in 1430 (P314/W/
1/1/277&278 Worfield Manor Court Rolls). Like Thomas Bullock, 
both women would probably have been hanged. The goods that were 
forfeit were as follows: 

 One piece of red cloth 18d 12 flannels price 4d 1 other flannel price 
4d, 1 hand towel price 4d, 4 smocks price 2s, 3 aprons price 8d, 1 
other hand towel price 6d, 2 rugs price 16d, 1 foot of linen cloth 2d, 
6 hurden rugs price 18d, 1 old towel price 1d, 2 grateres 2d, 1 cloak 
2s, 1 bed hanging 4d, 1 old coverlet price 4d, 1 other coverlet 8d, 2 
old pillows 4d, 1 small chest , 1 piece of felt 4d, one parcel of wool 
and yarn 8d, 1 old bench cloth price 1d, 1 old small hood 1d, 1 hemp 
price 10d, 2 brass pots 6d, 1 brass dish price 4s, another brass dish 
price 12d, 2 brass skillets price 6d, 1 small posnet price 8d, 1 iron 
drag 1d, 1 brass skimmer price 2d, 2 frying pans price 10d, 1 tripod 
and 1 hachet price 3d, 1 pair of combs 2d, 1 old pair cards price 1d, 
1 bushel measure for grain price 6d, 2 pails 4d, 2 large bowls price 
2d, 1 parcel of tallow price 1d, 1 barrel for verjuice [acid brew of 
crab apples] 1 drinking glass price 4d, 1 jug price 4d, 1 small parcel 
of flax price 1d, 2 sacks of leather 4d, 1 parcel salt price 1d, 1 
chesevat, skabett and strainer price 6d, 1 turner for cloth price 5d, 1 
chest 12d and another 8d. 
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