
Part 2 of the Davenport/Talbot case and a look at Stableford Bridge
George Talbott’s reply to Henry Davenport’s complaint covers each point in detail but, of course, with his 

own slant. Painful as it is to read these documents they do confirm details which it would otherwise be 
difficult to find out, not least concerning the transfer of property and tithes.  

Henry Davenport’s purchase of the Worfield property from the Talbotts was a family matter since Henry 
Davenport had married Elizabeth Talbot, the great grand-daughter of John Talbot of Salwarpe. Richard 
Ridley was also connected with the Talbot family by marriage to Magdalen Talbot. Perhaps Henry’s wife had 
persuaded him that the purchase would help her cousin out although everything points to the fact that Henry 
thought he could make money on the property. 
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This is the family tree showing the male children of the
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Another detail we don’t get from Henry Davenport’s complaint is the mention of Robert Talbot who I 

think must have been a brother of George, William and Thomas and who had already died by the time of this 
sale. There was a Robert Talbot who fought on the Parliamentary side in the Civil War and was on a 
committee with William Rowley. In Jonathan Worton’s book, ‘To Settle The Crown. Waging Civil War in 
Shropshire 1642-1648,’ Robert Talbot is shown as being from the Hundred of Brimstree so there is at least a 
strong possibility that it was Robert Talbot from Worfield. I must say I was shocked to find that a strongly 
pro-Royal family such as the Talbots (George, William and Thomas all fought for the King) would have 
anyone supporting the parliamentary cause. Did Robert fight for Cromwell because of conscience or was it a 
case of the family hedging their bets. We may never know. 

One of the separate arrangements which had to be made in the sale concerned the garden of the Rectory. 
The problem seemed to involve a fifth of an acre which had caused a dispute in the time of Thomas Talbott 
senior. The poor of the parish claimed the land belonged to them and there is evidence that it did. W.H. 
Hardwicke wrote*: on a piece of land adjoining the vicarage stood several dwelling houses and in James I’s 
reign, the churchwardens bought the houses for the poor of the parish. Thomas Talbot senior got round the 
problem by agreeing to pay the parishioners an annual rent for its use of 24 shillings but this is rent for 
ground rather than property so doesn’t quite fit the bill. To the north of these houses Hardwicke reports there 
was a small meadow. I assume this was the Parson’s Meadow which is referred to in George Talbotts reply: 
In a memorandum put into the Churchwardens Accounts of 1546 it was agreed that Sir John Talbot as lessee 
of the parsonage and John Wannerton as lessee of the parson’s meadow, should share the benefits of the 
meadow, namely, John Talbot should have the straw, and John Wannerton the grass, and they should pay the 
Church 12d for the straw and 8d for the grass.  

The Talbot connection with Worfield is now almost totally forgotten, yet everyone admires Lower Hall 
(the Rectory), which was built by John Talbot. While there was a building there before, and additions since, I 
do believe that John Talbot gave the Rectory the character it has today. It would be lovely to see the accounts 
relating to the building work because it must have cost a fortune and probably impoverished the family for 
generations. Without the Civil War the Talbotts might have been able to gradually improve their position but 
with the sons away at war and yet more money going to the Royalist cause, no doubt, Worfield became a 
luxury they couldn’t afford. Henry Davenport, on the other hand, seemed to keep a very low profile in the 
Civil War and came through the turmoil unscathed. 

On a completely different note, I wonder if any of you have managed to view the work on Stableford 
Bridge? Ron Summers and I had a walk down a wonderfully quiet Rabbit Run to see what progress was 
being made. The devastation caused by the lorry colliding with the bridge can be seen in the photograph 
below but soon it will look as good as new, or even better than at present, since we were told that the wrong 
cement had been used between the blocks. Some new sandstone blocks have been brought in. I didn’t ask 
where from, but they are a good match for the originals which were Badger stone. The beauty of the bridge 
as we normally see it is marred by the constant traffic, but with the road still closed, now is the time to see 
this Thomas Telford bridge in peace. 
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