
Houses - Their Designs and Names
There are many house names around the Parish which throw up 

interesting lines of history. Some refer to previous owners or 
occupiers, such as Baker’s cottage in Bromley and Marindin House 
in Worfield and Chesterton, others point to an occupational use, such 
as the Malt House or Mill Cottage, whilst Old Forest Lodge in 
Barnsley Lane reminds us of the Forest of Morfe, which once 
covered half the parish. Other names one imagines, have been chosen 
simply because they are pretty. One such I always thought, was Long 
Knowle in Chesterton. I might, had I stopped to think, wondered why 
this name was chosen when the house didn’t appear to sit on a long 
hill, but I never really gave it a thought. In fact, without someone to 
tell me the derivation it would have been nigh on impossible to work 
out.  

Fortunately Mary Foster was on hand to fill in one essential 
detail; that Long Knowle was the name of the Bradburne’s farm in 
Wednesfield, hence why the family chose this name for the new 
house in Chesterton. Mary then told me of another house with the 
same name in Wightwick, which many of you, I am sure, will have 

Long Knowle, Wightwick



Houses - Their Designs and Names
gone past and thought, ‘what a beautiful house’, but nothing more. I 
had never realised that the house was called Long Knowle, but there 
the name is, clearly set in the stone wall.  

As I write this piece, the Wightwick house is up for sale, which 
makes it easily spotted and, of course, easy to see the interior of the 
house online. Long Knowle was built by a local architect, J. R. 
Woodisse (the surname may be Wooddisse) for his own personal use, 
from material reclaimed from demolished properties. The house is 
full of features we would recognise as Tudor in origin, mullioned 
windows, oak panelling and flooring, and a magnificent staircase. 
Most of these Tudor features came from Long Knowle Farm in 
Wednesfield which was dismantled in the 1930s. Other material was 
of later origin, such as the wainscoting at the top of these stairs, 
rescued from the Brick Kiln Methodist Church on the corner of Lord 
Street, Wolverhampton, when it was demolished. 

Many old properties were demolished in the early part of the 
twentieth century, providing a ready supply of building material. The 
Cole family in Bilston extended their demolition business into a 
reclamation yard selling building materials and effects. I remember 
my mother picking me up from school one day and whisking me off 
for an impromptu visit to see this bizarre builder’s yard. Mother was 
laughing and saying that I wouldn’t believe it. There was even a tiger 
in a cage (at least I think it was a tiger, it may have been a lion). She 
was quite right, there was a live tiger pacing up and down, and other 
animals in cages as well, and all around was tat from the houses and 
factories knocked down. 

 In Wolverhampton at this time, Major Kenneth Hutchinson Smith 
was viewing the disappearing heritage with an architect’s eye and 
would leave a very different legacy from that of the Cole family. 
Major Smith came to England from Canada with the Canadian 
Cavalry in 1915 and married and settled in England after the First 
World War. To earn a living he decided to design and build houses, 
but not to do it as cheaply as possible and with inferior materials. 
Smith decided that he would build houses using authentic materials 
reconstructed by his own craftsmen. Ron Davies in his book entitled, 
‘One Man’s Dream. The Architectural Art of Major Kenneth 
Hutchinson Smith,’ describes the need to choose workmen who could 
do the job. ‘Bricklayers had to be capable of working the small 
uneven medieval bricks acquired from the sites of unwanted 
properties and these had to be laid, often with stone worked into 
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them, as though it had been there for centuries using only a lime 
mortar. His carpenters, too, had to be rather special, for he would 
never allow the use of modern tools or any method of mass 
production.’  

Material came from near and far. Tong Castle provided much of 
it, Montgomery Castle was the source of some of the material used in 
building the Tudor House at the bottom of Histons Hill in Codsall. 
The Butter Market in Shifnal was moved lock, stock and barrel to 
Castlecroft Gardens, and The New Ship Inn in Shrewsbury was 
reincarnated in the Ridgeway in Springhill, Wolverhampton. 
Pattingham Hall was restored and extended in 1938. Sadly the house 
was demolished and the only legacy is in the name of a road - ‘Hall 
End Lane.’ 

There is no doubting the incredible beauty of Major Smith’s 
houses in Castlecroft Gardens. Other houses in Wolverhampton were 
built in Finchfield Gardens and Springhill Lane. ‘The Ridgeway’ in 
Springhill Lane is a spectacular example of Smith’s work. Not all the 
houses were built in a half-timbered style, those with a more 
contemporary look were just as stylish. If you ever have a moment to 
spare it really is worth searching these houses out for they are 
exquisite and so typically English. 

House designed by Kenneth Hutchinson Smith in 
Castlecroft Gardens
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You will not have to go far to see one example of Smith’s work 
for it is in Worfield Parish. In 1929 Mr Brockbank, the manager of 
the Wolverhampton Steam Laundry, and his wife, were travelling 
back from Bridgnorth and went to look at Hilton House with a view 
to purchase the same. The house did not suit but as they reached the 
brow of the hill in Hilton, the Brockbanks stopped to look over 
towards the Titterstone Clee. The view clinched it. Mrs Brockbank 
fell in love with the spot and determined to have a house built here. 
As the idea was conceived Mrs Brockbank heard a lark singing so 
there could be only one name for the house - Larkstone and there 
could only have been one architect capable of building such a 
beautiful house - Kenneth Hutchinson Smith. 
In a previous article we have seen how Richard Sidney Wilson 
literally set his stamp on the architecture of Chesterton, Kingslow 
and Ackleton. Large houses such as Kingslow Hall, Chesterton Hall 
(formerly Farm) and Chesterton House were restored, extended and 
embellished. The picture below shows the date of 1906 which is on 
the front part of Chesterton House. and marks the extension of a 

House designed by Kenneth Hutchinson Smith in 
Castlecroft Gardens



Houses - Their Designs and Names

much earlier house, further extended in 1907 (also stamped) with the 
addition of a ballroom. Like Smith, Wilson built houses in the mock 
Tudor style for the workmen of the malthouse in Ackleton and farm 
workers on the Kingslow Estate but while these houses are pleasing 
they could not be built to the same standards of craftsmanship as 
those of Major Smith.

Chesterton House


