
A Time to Remember
November is a very special time of the year when we remember not only those who went off to war 
from the Parish and never returned but also remember the conflicts which are ongoing and 
destroying lives daily. I was listening to the radio this morning and there was a report from Erbil, the 
capital of Iraqi Kurdistan, where the church bells were ringing for the first time in two years. The 
church was full and it was such a heart-warming story. We take our freedom for granted in a way 
as I am sure you never would if you had experienced war or the effects of it first hand. One of the 
ways we can connect with the effects of war is to go to a local Remembrance Service and hear the 
names of those who died read out. Surely on Remembrance Sunday there should be standing 
room only in Worfield Church to remember the local men who left their families and this beautiful, 
tranquil place, with such high hopes and expectations.

This article is a plea for information by the grandson of Philip Henry Chapple of Bridgnorth who 
was killed on 19 September 1914. Corporal Chapple, No. 8341 was part of the British 
Expeditionary Force, known as the Old Contemptibles.’ He was in the Connaught Rangers and is 
named on the Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial to men of the British Expeditionary Force with no 
known grave.  The 2nd Battalion of the Connaught Rangers arrived on the Western Front in August 
1914 and had a truly dreadful time there. To bolster their spirits they introduced the marching song, 
‘Its a Long Way to Tipperary,’ but so great were their losses that the 2nd Battalion had to merge 
with the 1st Battalion in December 1914. 

Henry Chapple’s name is on the Bridgnorth Memorial as well as on the Worfield memorial. Philip 
Henry’ s father was also called Philip and was a police officer in Manchester. His mother, Mary, 
came from Ludlow and, at some point, her son came to live in Bridgnorth with his mother’s 
relatives. He married Ethel Elizabeth Fryer from Tuck Hill in 1912 and had two daughters, Sybil and 
Phyllis. How dreadfully hard it must have been for the young wife to be widowed after only two 
years of marriage. Her husband was only twenty eight when he was killed.

in 1914 the Chapple family were living at 2, Severn View, the grandson believes. Before this they 
had lived in a pub in Cartway owned by one of Ethel’s relatives. Sybil was born at the pub in 1913 
and Phyllis in Severn View in 1914.

In 1915, or perhaps later, Ethel, then widowed, took her daughters to live at Wyken. Why she did 
this we don’t know, nor do we know where exactly she lived. The grandson has an idea that they 
lived in a cottage, now demolished, situated by the drive to Wyken House. The Wilcox family were 
very good to Ethel and the children but information is thin, to say the least. Mrs Chapple stayed on 
in Worfield at least for a time and we pick up her two daughters in the Parish Magazine of January 
1925 when Sybil and Phyllis Chapple are awarded Sunday School prizes. In 1929 Sybil left Wyken 
to train as a nurse in London, although she visited her mother in Wyken several times a year. 
Phyllis worked at the Eye Hospital in Wolverhampton (probably) or Kidderminster (possibly) and 
both Phyllis and her mother left Wyken around 1930. Ethel lived with Phyllis and her husband 
when she was married in 1934.

So please, if you have any information could you get in touch. Ethel’s grandson is planning to visit 
Worfield shortly and I am sure would love to meet someone who remembers the family. There are 
also school photographs of the period and the children may appear on them and also photos of the 
Recreation Room being used as a VAD hospital but we cannot identify any of the Chapple family 
on them. Ethel may well have worked in some capacity at the VAD hospital and this may have 
been the reason for the move to Wyken. 

Meanwhile I am in the 1600s looking through the Constables Accounts for information on how the 
Civil War affected Worfield. Fascinating stuff indeed. These are extracts from the 1640 account. 
After this there was a gap of seven years.
Henry Powell, his wife and four children with a pass, Margaret Harris and 10 children with a pass 
lodged 2 days and one night one being the Sabbath
Expenses at Bridgnorth when the country met about the view of armour
6 vagrants with a pass and sending to Quat
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One soldier and 3 Irish with a certificate
Hue and Cry from Badger Claverley,Norton
Given to a soldier with a pass
Expenses at Widow Clarkes when the sessors met
Expenses at Bridgnorth when 7 or 8 parishioners came  to yield up a verdict about Magdalene 
Wast
For keeping a sick woman all night and carrying her to Bridgnorth
 For the muster master
Thomas Clarke, his father, wife and children having had their house burnt 6d
Paid to Thomas Hubbard who was travelling with a pass with his wife and children
Paid for a warrant to bring in Thomas Billingsley before the justices concerning 2 mares and colts
Paid at Shifnal about trained soldiers
at another meeting 1s
paid for relief of 2 Irish men and 3 women who had a pass
To William Taylor a soldier for one day
1647-1649
William Billingsley constable
Hue and cry after 2  ? of Captain Barbers [could be Garbet] that were stolen
Given to a gentle woman and her maid 6d
 Given to 3 Irish women with a pass and lodging one night
To Robert Barrett for going to Badger about Captain Younges soldiers
Laid out when Stephen Dovey was brought before the justices
Request for a warrant for raising a horse and man
For bringing a cripple to Badger
our charges for bringing Captain Young money and one to go with 5s - 1s 4d
for a boy who was at the House of Correction one night and bringing him to Shrewsbury Jail.
For quartering 2 soldiers one night and another night and their horses 5s 6d
For quartering one soldier and horse one night 1s 6d
for quartering 5 soldiers one night 5s
for quartering 5 soldiers one night 
for quartering soldiers one other night
To Nathaniel Barrett for reading a warrant
For trained soldierswho went to Wellington and to Shrewsbury
to a troop of soldiers which would have quarter one night in the parish
given to John Bach when soldiers were quartered there
paid to William Newton and John Sadler for quartering soldiers who came for money before it was 
due 3s 4d
to William Rowley and my own charges for bringing a boy before the justices
spent quartering soldiers at  Bachs
for award for maimed soldiers to the High Constable
To Thomas Rowley for going to Shrewsbury about the soldiers
paid to John Foster an Irishman travelling to Manchester with a pass


