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A 25-YEAR search to find the family of a Victorian girl whose
1869 journal was rescued from a rubbish dump is over - thanks to
The Bugle.

In 1989 Biffa machine driver Maurice Wright saved the diary
written by Annie Baker 145 years ago in Bilston and which had
been thrown away after a house clearance in Wolverhampton.

Maurice and his wife Sylvia of Essington were so captivated by
the notebook/scrapbook that they contacted The Bugle for help
in trying to trace any of Annie’s descendants today.

Our story, written in May 2004, was read online three weeks ago
by Annie’s great, great nephew, Stephen Baker in Devon, while
he was researching his family tree.

Last Sunday afternoon The Bugle was present as Stephen and
his wife Jean travelled up from Ilfracombe to meet Maurice and
Sylvia at The Wheatsheaf, Cheslyn Hay, and to see the family
journal. At the end of the meeting Stephen was overwhelmed
when the Wrights presented him with Annie’s work.

Generous offer
“It is such a generous offer and we shall treasure this gift,” said

Stephen, who was born in Tipton and left the town in 1983. “It is
all thanks to The Bugle that we have been reunited with this
poignant family memento.”

The retired management consultant, who has traced his family
tree back to 1640, said he thought his relatives were ordinary, not
that well-educated Black Country people.

“Then to handle something written by quite an educated young
lady was amazing,” he added.

Annie Baker, who was born in 1859, wrote most of her journal
in very small handwriting in her 20s, providing a fascinating
illustrated insight into life in the mid 19th century as she covered
such diverse topics as the weather, trees, plants, saints, clerical
titles, music, lists of horse races, word meanings and poems.

One of four children of William Humpage and Jane Blakeway,
Annie had had a good upbringing and is believed to have studied
at Cheltenham Ladies College.

Her father William had founded Messrs J & W H Baker in 1850
with his brother James. But the partnership was dissolved in 1891
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Great great nephew’s joy as he is given journal

By John Butterworth

after James had a “liaison with a maid,” although William
continued to run the firm into the early 1900s. At its height the
firm at The Batchcrofts, Hartshorn Street, Bilston, was part of the
town’s thriving japanning trade which turned out lacquered
papier mâché teapots and trays, employing 80 people and even
had offices in London at 4 Newgate Street.

But Stephen has drawn a blank in his family research and is
hoping Bugle readers can help with any details about Annie or
the firm, J and W H Baker.

The 1911 census showed that Annie was still alive but there is
no record of what happened between 1871 and after 1911. “She
just disappeared off the map,” said Stephen. “We don’t know

where she was living, whether she married or even when she died
as we can’t find a death certificate.”

But he is hoping his great great aunt’s diary will provide more
clues in his family tree research.

They will certainly be keeping in touch with the Wrights. Sylvia,
a former Essington Parish Councillor said: “We have read so
much of the diary that Annie is almost part of our family now.”
● See the Bugle’s 2004 feature re-run on this week’s page 4
● If you can help the Bakers with their research email editor@
blackcountrybugle.co.uk or write to 41 High Street, Cradley
Heath, B64 5HL, and we will forward the details to them.

Poignant meeting as Jean and Stephen Baker on the left are given Stephen’s great great aunt Annie Baker’s diary which Maurice
Wright (right) found on a Wolverhampton rubbish dump in 1989 and which his wife Sylvia (second right) spent 25 years trying to find

the descendants of Annie
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