
Ackleton Hall Title Deeds

Thomas Blakeman and wife surrender to Mrs Bradburne 23 December 1760
Manor of Ackleton} The Court Baron of Clement Kynnersley Esq Lord of the said Manor held in and  
for the same on  the 23 December 1760 before Walter Stubbs Gentleman, steward there in the 
presence of John Eykin and John Barney copyholders of the said Manor
To this court comes Thomas Blakeman one of the copyholders of this Manor in his own proper 
person according to the custom of the said Manor and surrendered into the hands of the Lord of 
the said Manor by his steward aforesaid by the rod according to the custom thereof All that cottage, 
malthouse, barn, garden, backside and the several lands called Jones’s, the Middle of the Field 
Piece, Somergate Piece and the 3 butts with the appurtenances containing the half of one nook of 
land in Ackleton aforesaid with the appurtenances To the use and behoof of …Qrers Eleanor 
Bradburn of Chesterton widow her heirs and  assigns for ever Provided always and these presents 
are upon this condition nevertheless that if the said Thomas Blakeman do and  shall well and truly 
pay or cause to be paid unto the said Eleanor Bradburne her executors, administrators or assigns 
the full and just sum of one hundred and fifty pounds with interest for the same after the rate of four 
pounds by the hundred by the year at or upon the 23rd June next ensuing the date hereof then the 
aforesaid premises be surrendered to Thomas Blakeman his heirs and assigns for ever
And afterwasrds to this same court comes the said Eleanor Bradburne in her own proper person 
according to the custom of the said manor and desires to be admitted tenant to the Lord of the said 
manor to all and singular the premises aforesaid with the appurtenances To whom the Lord of the 
said manor by his Steward aforesaid by the rod according to the custom of the manor granted the 
premises aforesaid with the appurtenances and seizin thereof To have and to hold the premises 
aforesaid with the appurtenances unto the said Eleanor Bradburne her heirs and assigns To the 
use and behoofe of the said Eleanor Bradburne her heirs and assigns for ever subject to the 
aforesaid condition and at the will of the Lord according to the custom of the manor by the rents, 
herriotts and customary services therefore due and of right accustomed and for such estate and 
ingress the said Eleanor Bradburne doth give 6s 8d to the Lord for a fine and is admitted tenant 
thereof in form aforesaid … whereof the steward aforesaid hath hereunto put his hand and seal the 
day and year above written
Examined by Walter Stubbs Steward
————————-
16 October 1788
Joshua Badger Admittance
Manor of Ackleton} The Court Baron of Isaac Hawkins Browne Esq Lord of the said Manor held at 
the house of John Richards maltster in Ackleton aforesaid 16 October 1788 in the presence of 
John Richards and Jonah Barney customary tenants of the said Manor
To this court comes Joshua Badger of Wolverhampton in the County of Stafford Innholder 
grandson and heir at law and also heir in Tail General and Customary Heir of Josiah Blakeman late 
of Tettenhall in the said County of Stafford Gentleman and Elizabeth his wife both deceased in his 
own proper person according to the custom of the said Manor And desires to be admitted tenant to 
the Lord of the said Manor to wit that cottage malthouse barn garden and backside and the several 
lands called Jones’s (part thereof late Eykyns), Somergate Piece and the 3 butts with the 
appurtenances containing the third part of one nook of land in Ackleton aforesaid with the 
appurtenances and also all other the copyhold land and premises belonging to the said Josiah 
Blakeman at the time of his death within the said Manor by his Steward aforesaid by the rod 
according to the custom thereof hath granted the premises aforesaid to the said Joshua Badger his 
heirs and assigns To the use and behoof of the said Joshua Badger his heirs and assigns for ever 
at the will of the Lord according to the custom of the said Manor by the rents, herriotts and 
customary services therefore due and of right accustomed and for such estate and ingress the said 
Joshua Badger doth give 6s 8d to the Lord for a fine and is admitted tenant thereof in form 
aforesaid in witness whereof the steward aforesaid hath hereunto put his hand and seal the day 
and year above written
Examined by Gilbert Brown Steward
—————————



Surrender and Admittance
From John Richards the younger to Mr Walter Hollies 4 December 1789
Manor of Ackleton} The Court Baron of Isaac Hawkins Browne Esq Lord of the said Manor held at 
the house of John Richards maltster in Ackleton aforesaid 4 December 1789 in the presence of 
Jonah Barney and Richard Rushton two customary tenants of the said Manor
To this court comes John Richards the younger of Ackleton aforesaid Maltster one of the 
copyholders or customary tenants of the said Manor and Mary his wife in their own proper persons 
according to the custom of the manor (she the said Mary being first solely and separately 
examined a part from her said Husband by the Steward aforesaid and freely and voluntarily 
consented there… and surrender into the hands of the Lord of the said Manor by his Steward 
aforesaid by the rod according to the custom thereof All that cottage, malthouse, barn, garden and 
backside and all those lands called Jones’s piece (part thereof late Eykyns), Somergate Piece and 
the 3 butts situate in Ackleton aforesaid with the appurtenances containing the third part of one 
nook of land (formerly Blakeman’s and late Badgers) To the use and behoof of Walter Hollies of 
Pattingham in the County of Stafford Bricklayer his heirs and assigns for ever at the will of the Lord 
according to the custom of the said Manor Upon this condition nevertheless that if the said John 
Richards the younger his heirs executors, administrators or assigns or either of them do and shall 
well and truly pay or cause to be paid unto the said Walter Hollies his executors administrators or 
assigns the full and just sum of £250 of good and lawful money of Great Britain Together with 
interest for the same at the rate of £4 per centum per annum on the 4 June next ensuing the date 
of this surrender without deduction that then and upon payment thereof the said Walter Hollies his 
heirs or assigns (at the request, costs and charges of the said John Richards the younger his heirs 
and assigns according to the custom of the Manor free from all incumbrances to be made or done 
by the said Walter Hollies his heirs and assigns ) shall resurrender all and singular the premises 
with appurtenances unto John Richards the younger his heirs and asigns according to the custom 
of the manor free from all incumbrances to be made or done by the said Walter Hollies his heirs or 
assigns  And afterwards to this same Court comes the said Walter Hollies in his own proper person 
according to the custom of the manor and desires to be admitted tenant to the Lord of the said 
Manor to all the premises aforesaid with the appurtenances To whom the Lord of the Manor by his 
Steward aforesaid by the rod according to the custom thereof Hath granted the premises aforesaid 
with the appurtenances and seizin thereof to have and to hold the premises aforesaid with the 
appurtenances to the said Walter Hollies his heirs and assigns To the use and behoof of the said 
Walter Hollies his heirs and assigns for ever Subject nonetheless to the aforesaid condition for 
redemption of the same premises and at the will of the Lord According to the custom of the said 
Manor by the rents, herriotts and customary services therefore due and of right accustomed and 
for such estate and ingress the said Walter Hollies doth give 4s 5d halfpenny to the Lord for a fine 
his fealty is respited and he is admitted tenant thereof in form aforesaid In witness whereof the 
steward aforesaid hath hereunto put his hand and seal the day and year
Examined by Gilbert Brown Steward
————————-
Manor of Ackleton George Bennet’s Admittance 13 May 1799
Manor of Ackleton} The Court Baron of Isaac Hawkins Browne Esq Lord of the said Manor held at 
the house of Thomas Bentley in Ackleton aforesaid 13 May 1799 before Joseph Smith, gentleman, 
Steward there and in the presence of William Butcher and Jonah Barney two copyholders of the 
said Manor
To this Court comes George Bennet of Hilton in the parish of Worfield, County of Salop, 
(shoemaker) oldest son of Thomas Bennett of the parish of Worfield aforesaid, yeoman by Sarah 
his late wife deceased who was one of the two coheiresses at law of Ambrose Beddart otherwise 
Bedward otherwise Beddoes heretofore of Ackleton in the parish of Worfield aforesaid yeoman 
deceased) in his own proper person according to the custom of the said Manor and desired to be 
admitted tenant to all that divided moiety of a copyhold cottage with a new erected tenement and a 
parcel of land adjoining called the Butt or Yard situate lying and being in Ackleton aforesaid (that is 
to say, the new erected tenement in which Edward Lawrance formerly lived and now in the 
occupation of James Bently together with that other part of the aforesaid Butt or Yard formerly in 
the possession of the said Edward Lawrance and now of the said James Bentley. To whom the 
Lord of the said Manor by his Steward by the Rod according to the Custom thereof hath granted 



the said divided moiety of the premises aforesaid with the appurtenances and seizin thereof To 
have and to hold the said divided moiety of the premises aforesaid with the appurtenances unto 
the said George Bennet his heirs and assigns. To the use and behoof of the said George Bennet 
his heirs and assigns for ever at the will of the Lord according to the custom of the said Manor by 
the rents, herriotts and customary services therefore due and of right accustomed and for such 
Estate and Ingress the said George Bennett gives to the Lord for a fine one shilling, swears fealty 
and is admitted tenant thereof in form aforesaid. In witness whereof the Steward aforesaid  hath 
thereunto set his hand and seal the day and year above written
Examined by me Joseph Smith
———————
1836 Admission. Mary Houlston and Sarah Houlston
Manor of Ackleton} The Court Baron of Elizabeth Browne Widow Lady of the said Manor held at 
the dwellinghouse of William Richards in Ackleton aforesaid 24 June 1836 before John Jacob 
Smith, gentleman, Chief Steward there and in the presence of John Richards and John Skett two 
copyholders of the said Manor
To this Court come Mary Houlston (wife of William Houlston of Wrockwardine in the County of 
Salop, gardener) and Sarah Houlston (wife of Robert Houlston of Wrockwardine aforesaid, 
blacksmith), devisees absolutely of the real and personal estate under the last Will and Testament 
or Testementary paper of William Whittick bearing date on or about the 7th January 1834 the said 
Mary Houlston and Sarah Houlston being also the only sisters and coheiresses at law and 
according to the Custom of this Manor of the said Testator William Whittick late a copyholder of the 
said Manor deceased (to whom administration with the said Will or Testamentary Paper annexed 
was on the 20 February 1836 granted by the Prerogative Court of the Archbishop of Canterbury) 
[came] in their own proper persons and desire to be admitted Tenants to the Lady of the said 
Manor according to the custom thereof and to all that divided moiety of a copyhold cottage with a 
new erected tenement and a parcel of land adjoining called the Butt or yard situate, lying and being 
in Ackleton aforesaid that is to say the new erected tenement in which Edward Lawrence formerly 
lived and since then in the occupation of James Bentley and now William Ball together with that 
other part of the aforesaid Butt or Yard situate, lying and being in Ackleton aforesaid formerly in the 
possession of Edward Lawrence, then of the said James Bentley and now of William Ball together 
also with all with all Ways, Waters, Watercourses, Trees, Hedges, Ditches, Fences, Easements, 
Profits, Privileges, Advantages, Hereditaments and Appurtenances whatsoever to the said 
Premises belonging or in anywise appertaining or accepted deemed taken or known as part,parcel 
or member thereof. To whom the Lady of the said Manor by her Steward aforesaid by the Rod 
according to the Custom thereof hath granted the Premises aforesaid with the appurtenances and 
seizin thereof to have and to hold the said premises with appurtenances unto the said Mary 
Houlston and Sarah Houlston their heirs and assigns. To the use and behoof of the said Mary 
Houlston and Sarah Houlston their respective heirs and assigns for ever as Tenants in Common 
and not as Joint tenants nevertheless at the will of the Lady according to the custom of the said 
Manor by the heriots and customary services therefore due and of right accustomed. And for such 
Estate and Ingress the said Mary Houlston and Sarah Houlston give to the Lady for a fine one 
shilling, and are admitted tenants thereof in manner aforesaid and their fealty is respited. In 
witness whereof the Steward aforesaid hath put his hand and seal the day and year above written
John Smith, Steward
——————————-
1861. Surrender by way of sale of one half of Copyhold Hereditaments in Ackleton
Sarah Houlston, widow, to William Houlston
Manor of Ackleton}   Be it remembered that at the office of John Jacob Smith Gentleman in 
Bridgnorth in the County of Salop on the 6 March 1861 before me John Jacob Smith Steward of 
Robert Cheney Esquire, Lord of the said Manor
Appeared Sarah Houlston of Wrockwardine in the County of Salop Widow of Robert Houlston who 
departed this life on or about the 28th day of April 1859 and was buried at Wrockwardine aforesaid 
in her own proper person and being seized in fee as tenant in common of one moiety of the 
hereditaments hereinafter mentioned according to the custom of the said manor and in 
consideration of the sum of £50 some time since paid to the said Sarah Houlston and her late 
husband the said Robert Houlston by the said William Houlston as and for the purchase of the fee 



simple and inheritance of the said one moiety of the hereditaments hereinafter mentioned 
Surrenders into the hands of the Lord of the said Manor by the hands of the Steward aforesaid by 
the rod according to the custom of the manor one half part of all that divided moiety of a copyhold 
cottage with a new erected tenement and a parcel of land adjoining called the Butt or Yard in 
Ackleton that is to say the new erected tenement in which Edward Lawrence formerly lived and 
since then in the occupation of James Bentley since then of William Ball and now of John Williams 
together with that other part of the aforesaid Butt or Yard formerly in the possession of Edward 
Lawrence, then of the said James Bentley then of William Ball and now of John Williams together 
also with all with all Ways, Waters, Watercourses,  Hedges, Ditches, Fences, Easements and 
Appurtenances whatsoever to the said premises belonging or in anywise appurtaining/being the 
same hereditaments to which the said Sarah Houlston together with her sister Mary Houlston …… 
24th June 1836 admitted as tenants in common in fee according to the custom of the said manor. 
To the use and behoof of the said William Houlston his heirs and assigns for ever. Nevertheless at 
the will of the Lord according to the custom of the said Manor. In witness whereof the steward 
aforesaid hath put his hand and seal the day and year above written
John J. Smith, Steward

———————-
1861. Admission of Mr William Houston to the entirety of certain Copyhold Hereditaments in 
Ackleton in the surrender of Sarah Houlston and John Houlston, son and heir of Mary Houlston, 
deceased
Manor of Ackleton}   Be it remembered that at the office of John Jacob Smith Gentleman in 
Bridgnorth in the County of Salop on the 6 March 1861 before me the said John Jacob Smith 
Steward of Robert Henry Cheney Esquire, Lord of the said Manor
Appeared William Houlston of the Wrekin Farm in the parish of Wrockwardine in the County of 
Salop farmer in his own proper person and in pursuance of the surrenders this day severally made 
for the consideration therein mentioned to his use by Sarah Houlston the widow of Robert Houlston 
deceased and John Houlston the eldest son and customary heir of Mary Houlston deceased, the 
late wife of the said William Houlston and desires to be admitted tenant to the Lord of the said 
Manor according to the custom thereof of and to the entirety of all that divided moiety of a copyhold 
cottage with a new erected tenement and a parcel of land adjoining called the Butt or yard in 
Ackleton that is to say the new erected tenement in which Edward Lawrence formerly lived and 
since then in the occupation ofJames Bentley since then of William Ball and now of John Williams 
Together with that other part of the said Butt or yard formerly in the possession of Edward 
Lawrence, then of the said James Bentley then of William Ball and now of John Williams together 
also with all with all Ways, Waters, Watercourses, Hedges, Ditches, Fences, Easements and 
Appurtenances whatsoever to the said premises belonging or in anywise appurtaining(being the 
same hereditaments to which the said Sarah Houlston together with her sister Mary Houlston were 
at a court on the 24th June 1836 admitted as tenants in common in fee according to the custom of 
the said manor). To whom the Lord of the Manor by his steward aforesaid by the rod according to 
the custom of the said manor hath granted the premises aforesaid with the appurtenances and 
seizin thereof To have and to hold the said premises with the appurtenances unto the said William 
Houlston his heirs and assigns. To the use of the said William Houlston his heirs and assigns for 
ever at the will of the Lord according to the custom of the said Manor by the rents and customary 
services therefore due and of right accustomed and for such estate and ingress the said William 
Houlston gave for a fine one shilling, swears fealty and he is admitted tenant in form aforesaid. In 
witness whereof the steward aforesaid hath put his hand and seal the day and year above written
John J. Smith, Steward
—————————
WILL 
of William Richards 
Will dated 30 March 1838
Testator died
Will proved at Lichfield 26 October 1839
(Gordon Nicholls, Bridgnorth



This is the last will and testament of me, William Richards of Ackleton in the County of Salop, 
farmer. Firstly I desire to be decently buried at the discretion of my executrix and that my just 
debts, funeral expenses and the charge of proving my will may be paid and discharged as soon as  
coveniently may be after my decease. I give and devise unto my wife Sarah Richards all and 
singular my several freehold and copyhold messuages, dwelling houses, lands, tenements and 
premises with their appurtenances situated and being in the parish of Worfield or elsewhere in the 
County of Salop to hold to her my said wife for and during the term of her natural life but without 
power, privilege or authority to mortgage, lease, exchange or encumber any part or parts of the 
said property and not cut down any timber trees or trees likely to become timber for any purpose 
whatsoever except or beyond what may be absolutely necessary for keeping in proper repair the 
buildings and premises before mentioned and intended to be hereby given and devised with the 
rents and profits thereof to her, my said wife, for the term of her natural life as aforesaid. Also I will 
and direct that my said wife shall be permitted to have the use of all my household goods and 
furniture, plate, linen and china for and during the term of her natural life and that an inventory and 
account should be taken by my executors herein named as soon as conveniently may be after my 
decease and immediately after the decease of my said wife. My express will is that all my above-
mentioned messuages, dwelling houses, lands, tenements and premises with their and every of 
their appurtenances and also all my household goods, furniture, plate, linen and china and every 
other matter and thing herein before given, devised or intended so to be devised to my said wife for 
and during her natural life shall forthwith after the decease of my said wife be sold by public 
auction and the money or monies to arise from such sale or sales if more than one I hereby will 
and direct to be equally divided amongst my children, that is to say Daniel, Jane, John, Sarah, 
James and Mary Ann except only as respects the part or share of the younger daughter Mary Ann 
which share I hereby expressly charge with the payment of the 2 several sums of money of £50 
and £25 and I direct my executors herein after named to deduct the two said sums from and out of 
her, the said daughter Mary Ann and to pay the said first mentioned sum of £50 so deducted to my 
daughter Jane Smytheman of Roughton in the said County of Salop and to pay the other sum of 
£25 to my daughter Sarah or their assigns and which two several sums are to be paid to Jane 
Smytheman and Sarah Richards in addition to their own proper and respective shares of and in all 
the before mentioned property herein before directed to be sold and divided as aforesaid. And as 
to all the rest and residue of my personal estate whatsoever and wheresoever I give and bequeath 
the same subject to my debts, funeral expenses and testementary expenses unto my wife Sarah 
and lastly I hereby nominate and appoint my said Wife executrix and my two sons, Daniel and 
James executors of this my will and I hereby resolve and revoke and make void any other will or 
wills by me at any time made and declare this only to be my last. In witness whereof I have set my 
hand and seal this 30th day of March 1838
Signed by William Richards in the presence of:
E. W. Powell of Worfield and
William Trumper of Ackleton


