
Wolverhampton Title Deed
Lease
This is the lease of land at Stowe Heath in the Parish of Wolverhampton in the County of 
Staffordshire 9 September 1874. Lease for 8 years from 25 March 1874 between the most noble 
George Granville William Duke of Sutherland Knight of the Garter hereinafter referred to as the 
said Duke and Earl of the one part and John William Sparrow  of Beckminster House Penn in the 
county of Stafford and ? Arthur Sparrow of Preen Manor in the County of Shropshire.

Lease of messuage farmhouse or tenements situated standing and being in the manner of Stowe 
Heath in the parish of Wolverhampton in the county of Stafford formally in the holding of John 
Jesson but now of the lessees together with the outbuildings yards and gardens held there with 
and also all those several closes places and parcels of land lying and being in Stowe Heath. All of 
which contain 116 acres and three roods. 
The lease includes the rights to mine ironstone and coal and to make coke and smelt and there is 
permission to erect forges, foundries and furnaces. The lessee will have rights of common over the 
common land and the right to enclose such land and to saw down trees and use the turf for 
creating charcoal from the timber.
 The exceptions are the the lead, copper,limestone and any other stone except ironstone and 
except the clay and marl lying in or under the land and premises and except the coal and ironstone 
lying under the layer of ironstone known as the Blue Flatts & except a seam of Ironstone known as 
the new mines ironstone shown on the plan and freedom of the lessor to go onto the land to find 
any of the above the rent is £500 per annum
Royalty payable for any coal or slck used in burning bricks for the use of the said colliery and the 
lessees have to pay for ironstone 9d for every parcel of ironstone consumed, disposed of or carried 
away each parcel or lot to consist of 2,240lbs.
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The mining is to be carried out skilfully and they shall get the bottom coal and if they don’t get it in 
time they will pay royalties as if they had. If it can’t be worked for a profit then the matter is to go to 
arbitration. The lessees have to make good the safety of the buildings above the bottom seam of 
coal by strapping them. No damage must be caused by working to any of the levels, soughs, 
gutters, drains and watercourses. If the lessees wish to terminate after the 3rd year they must give 
12 calendar months’ notice to Trentham Hall or the agents.
Areas:
Farmhouse etc 1.0.8
Brickyard Piece 8.0.32
Big Piece of Cow Pasture 16.2.8
Stow Heath Piece 11.3.20
Jols Folly & Housepiece 6.2.35
Heming Leasowe 10.2.10
Brick Meadow9.2.1
Long Stubble and Long Stubble Moors 8.0.36
Far Willenhall Piece 3.3.24
Far Willenhall Piece 3.3.24
Stowman Hill Piece 8.0.23
Darlaston Piece 9.0.31
Near Willenhall Piece 2.1.25
Total 116.3.0

Signed etc 
George Granville William Duke of Sutherland  Dunrobin Castle Golspie
John McAlister Piper to the Duke of Sutherland. address as above

————————
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26 April 1869
Deed of Partnership between Arthur Sparrow and John William Sparrow
both of Penn, Staffordshire and both coal and ironmasters.
Arthur Sparrow is the owner of a half share of Stowheath Colliery and a mill and ironworks called 
Bilston Mill. The value of the half share is £24,000 and John william Sparrow is the owner of the 
other half
The partnership to be set up will be for 14 years and the firm will be called W & J. S. Sparrow and 
Co
John William Sparrow will manage the business and be paid £400 per year and £1 a week to keep 
a horse.
The schedule refers to:
all that piece of land commonly called Finnywell piece situate and being in Bilston in the Manor of 
stowheath - 5 acres 23 perches in the possession of Thomas Pearson and John Gibbons and 
bounded by land late of the Rev Gough Willis Kempson on the north by land late belonging to 
Benjamin Bickley merchant deceased on the south by land late of Edward Best on the east and by 
land now or late of Richard Hawkesford on the west together with the rolling and slitting mill and all 
other buildings and erections erected and built theron or on any part by Thomas Pearson and John 
Gibbons and also all those mines of coal, clay and ironstone and all other mines and minerals 
whatsoever now remaining ungotten under the land of Edward Best heretofore. This 2 acres 
adjoins on the west the above mentioned piece of the same name and on the north and east by 
lands now or late of Richard Cross and on the south now or late of Benjamin Bickley deceased 
which last piece of land was in the possession of Thomas Pearson and John Gibbons
The above hereditaments copyhold of the Manor of Stowheath are part of William Sparrow’s 
estate. He owns a third. The other 2 thirds there are no tenants now on the rolls of the manor. The 
last tenant was William Hanbury Sparrow deceased
Also all the several pieces of land at Stowheath called the Stowheath Colliery with the furnaces, 
engines, machinery, pits or shafts. The legal interest in the last property is vested in William 
Mander Sparrow, Arthur Sparrow and David Mapleton as executors under the will of the late 
William Hanbury Sparrow for the residue of a lease from the Duke of Sutherland
All those pieces of freehold land situate in the township of Bilston and partly in Wolverhampton and 
adjoining on or near the turnpike road leading from Wolverhampton to Bilston called: Great Prisons 
13 acres 28 perches, Little Gibbett Meadow 2 acres 1 rood and 31 perches, Far Gibbett Meadow 
and Middle Gibbett Meadow together 11 acres, 2 roods and 36 perches
Arthur Sparrow is seized of two thirds of the above and John William Sparrow of one third
All that piece of land called The Cherry Tree Piece 9 acres and 9 perches in Bilston more or less 
adjoining the turnpike road from Bilston to Sedgley and opposite certain closes or pieces of land 
called Overfields otherwise Hinckes Piece formerly in the occupation of Benjamin Bickley 
afterwards of Henry John Marten and now in the occupation of Arthur Sparrow and John William 
Sparrow
William Sparrow is seized of the whole of the last piece of land, all those 3 pieces called the New 
Piece, the Shoulder of Mutton Piece and Finneywell Piece - 12 acres 25 perches situate at 
Ettingsall bounded on the north by the turnpike road leading from Catchems Corner to Bilston. On 
the south partly by Finneywell Lane and partly by a branch canal from the B’ham Canal east to the 
Bilston Mill ironworks and west by the B’ham canal and which pieces of land are or were known as 
the Bilston Colliery and now in the occupation of Arthur Sparrow and John William Sparrow 
together with the right to use the branch canal which goes through the land in the occupation of 
John Jones and Edwin Hickman. John William Sparrow is seized of the above in its entirety
All that piece of land called Crabtree Piece in the parish of W’ton and the mines and minerals 
beneath. Arthur Sparrow has two thirds of this, and William Mander Sparrow, Arthur Sparrow and 
the Rev David Mapleton the other third.
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