
The Wyken Estate and the Reminiscences of Eric Plant 

Last month’s article about Charles Billingham brought comments 
from Graham Gatt and Val Edwards who both confirmed that there 
was a grass track at Swancote. Graham said that this track was used 
by the Signet Club. How succesful Swancote was, I don’t know. 
Grass track racing was very popular and Graham said that Rushmere 
often attracted 10,000 spectators - amazing. 

Now you have filled in that gap in my knowledge, here is another 
matter you may be help with. I would like to know how the Morrison 
family acquired the Wyken Estate? You may think you have never 
heard of the Morrisons but you will have heard of the Evans family. 
Robert Cecil Harwood Evans married Anna Morrison, which 
presumably is how the Wyken Estate came into the Evans family. 
According to the Parish Magazine of 1933, Wyken was bequeathed 
to George Hampson Morrison and his wife Kate, formerly Kate 
Turner, but by whom is a mystery to me. The couple were married in 
1871 and there were two children; Alfred was born in 1873, and Kate 
in 1879. At the baptism of Alfred in 1873 George Morrison is 
described as a merchant. George Morrison died in Liverpool in 
January 1901, the couple having not long been in the parish and his 
widow, Kate, stayed in the parish until her death in the 1930s. 

Colonel Morrison’s obituary in the Parish Magazine of 1901 was 
as follows: 
Colonel Morrison (who only recently succeded to the Wyken estate in 
this parish, and who, we hoped would have resided amongst at least 
for a few months in each year) died on January 29th, after an illness 
of eighteen weeks. He was a most earnest and devout churchman, 
foremost in all good works …As a magistrate, as colonel of his 
regiment, as a member of the Bishop of York’s “House of Laymen,” 
as an active member of the Educational Committe, and as a leading 
spirit in the Temperance cause, he worked with an energy and power 
which is seldom reached and never surpassed. The Bishop of 
Liverpool … who ministered to Colonel Morrison, almost daily 
during his long and trying illness, said that … he had taught him (the 
Bishop) lessons which he should never forget. 

The Morrison and Turner families were from Liverpool and 
George and Kate Morrison lived at number 10, Abercromby Square, 
Liverpool, a property they leased from Liverpool Corporation. The 



family’s wealth came through shipping. Turner-Morrison had two 
shipping lines - the Persia line and the Extreme Shipping line, also a 
ship repair firm, the Shalimar Dock, and a coal mine. The company 
was heavily involved with India. And that is really all the 
information I have about the Morrison family except that I have a 
feeling that there may be a link with the Parkes family whose 
archives are unfortunately in Gwent Record Office. 

To continue with the interviews recorded by John Turnock. 
Eric Plant was born in 1914 and attended Worfield School in 1919. 
Frank Turner was then the headmaster and, at the age of 11, Eric won 
a scholarship to Bridgnorth Grammar School. He recalled that boys 
in the senior school dug the school garden, did woodwork and kept 

Harvesting at Wyken Farm. B. Hallam was the farmer so I assume he is 
the man with the horse. Is the lady on the horse, Kate Morrison or her 
daughter, Anna Morrison who was later Anna Evans?



rabbits, while the girls went to Lower Hall to learn how to cook and 
do the laundry.  

When Mr Turner retired Mr Matthews changed the school 
completely. Matthews instituted a series of tests to ensure that those 
who were intellectually able went to Bridgnorth grammar school. 

 We know from many accounts that the school served soup, made 
by Mrs Robinson. Eric went home to lunch as he lived in the village 
so was not entitled to any soup unless there was some left over. Eric 
thought the soup was delicious but others have noted that it had 
‘strings’ in it. One wonders what they were strings of!. At the back of 
the village shop was a big bakehouse and rice pudding was served on 
the days when there was no soup. It always struck me as odd that you 
had soup on some days and rice pudding on the others. 

Some of the pranks the schoolchildren got up to had more than a 
touch of ‘Just William’ about them.Take the time Eric Plant and his 
friends tried to float May Buck down the brook. The idea was that 
the voluminous skirt would capture the air and May would float 
happily down the stream. Of course, to the disappointment of the 
young lads, May sank. One can only hope that it was a warm day but 
I wonder how May explained her soaking wet clothes to her parents.  

Another prank was to smoke out the inhabitants of Rock Cottage. 
Tommy Williamson was Eric’s partner in crime, putting ‘fir cones 
and things,’ on top of the chimney. ’Little did we know that poor Mr 
and Mrs White were sitting happily by the fire.’ Of course the Whites 
soon realised who the culprits were and no doubt a severe hiding was 
meted out by the boys’ parents.  

This didn’t seem to deter young Eric from getting up to other 
mischief. A favourite playground was the Worfield Mill which at this 
time was used as a saw mill. Jack Weaver was the miller and time 
and again he told the children to keep away from the sawmill lest 
they got hurt. As Eric said, ‘we ran riot in the mill … and must have 
been a blasted nuisance.’ On this particular day, Jack Weaver went 
home for his tea leaving the mill open. The children went in to their 
playground but when they were ready to leave they found the door 
locked. If Jack Weaver had done this deliberately as a deterrent it 
certainly did the trick. It wasn’t until around 8 o’clock that the 
children were released and I imagine there were some sore backsides 
in Worfield that evening. 


