
Church Punishment Eighteenth Century
I went yesterday to Lichfield Archives and I know I have mentioned this before but it really is a 
nuisance having to chase Worfield records across the country. Manydocuments are in the National 
Archives which saves quite a lot of money since photography is free but inconvenient having to 
trek out to Kew. Some records are in South Wales, deposited there because the owner moved 
house and put Worfield’s papers in his nearest archives. There is another collection of material in 
the National Library of Wales Archives in Aberystwyth. I have been to Chester Archives to read just 
one document, a Bromley will, Stafford Archives and the William Salt Library next door and 
Wolverhampton Archives (handy). There is material in Gloucester Archives and some in the 
Bodleian Library and who knows what material which hasn’t been indexed. However the good 
news is that most of the Worfield records are in the Shropshire Archives and are in a fit state to 
view. I had to wait for some conservation work to be done on the seventeenth century constables 
accounts and some records are still too fragile to produce, but there is more than enough to be 
going on with.  I am off to Shrewsbury tomorrow to do some work on the eighteenth century and 
hopefully will be able to close this chapter of the Worfield book. It has to be said that each chapter 
has proved a much bigger challenge than I thought because there is so much research to be done 
to tell the story properly. I envy Randall who was able to take the parish records from the chest in 
the church and supplement that with riding around the parish and interviewing local people. Of 
course he still had to write the story of Worfield’s history which he did beautifully, combining the 
late nineteenth century picture with the much older history of the parish.

To return to the Lichfield trip. I had gone to find out about farming in the parish. An odd place for 
this information you might think, but Church records cover a wide range of subjects. You might also 
think it odd that I was going to Lichfield and not Hereford but Worfield was, of course, part of 
Lichfield diocese until early in the twentieth century, so all the early records are there. Church 
records are not easy, particularly the early ones where the Latin is so different from that in the 
Manor Court Rolls, but they are well worth looking at. In Worfield they can answer questions such 
as when the Vicarage and Rectory were built and whether there were any Roman Catholics in the 
Parish. In 1767 there was just one such family who were living in Hilton. Walter Smythe aged 40, 
lived with his wife, four sons and  two daughters, Thomas Walmsley, a tutor or priest aged 28, and 
servants, Lewis Shaw, 59, William Holt, 28, William Capon 30, Francis Nightingale aged 29, Mary 
Barnes 36, Mary Lawrence 26, Frances Stretton 31, Mary Avery 25. Also living with them was 
Michael Brennan, a journeyman weaver aged 34. At the other end of the religious spectrum, 
Burcott Mill was licensed as a nonconformist chapel at the request of Mr MacMichael towards the 
end of the nineteenth century. I had no idea that was the case and only looked at the record by 
chance as it had been incorrectly indexed as Burcott Hill. 

On this visit I was going to look at the Consistory (Bishop’s) Court Records of Tithe Disputes in 
Worfield. You might think that would be pretty dry and to be honest I suspected the same so I 
ordered a document relating to immoral behaviour in the parish which I thought would be much 
more interesting The Consistory Court heard cases of immorality of various kinds and the Worfield 
case was pretty dull. Very good as a reflection of the morality of Worfield folk, very bad when you 
had hoped for something to spice up the day. There was just one case, described in the briefest 
form,Neachells versus Carefull, 1761. Elizabeth Carefull, the wife of George Carefull was accused 
of defamation, slander or libel against Mrs Neachells. That was all there was, any other evidence 
has presumably been lost. To say I was disappointed was an understatement but the Worfield 
document being part of a bundle, I started to look through to see what other cases came to court. 
Most concerned adultery and the punishment meted out was the same in each case. 

In this case the guilty person was Thomas Sadler who committed adultery with Maria Luckman in 
the Parish of Coleshill in 1705. The punishment was as follows:

The said Thomas Sadler shall upon Sunday the 29th April repair to the Parish Church of Coleshill 
aforesaid at the time of Morning Prayer and there shall stand in his stocken feet upon a low stool 
placed before the reading desk in the face of the Congregation then assembled cloathed in a white 
sheet and having a white wand in his hand during all the time of divine service and immediately 
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after the end of the second lesson appointed for that day the said Thomas Sadler shall with audible 
voice make his humble confession as follows viz.

Whereas I Thomas Sadler … not having the fear of God before my eyes but being lead by the 
instigation of the Devil and my own carnal concupisence I have committed the grievous sin of 
fornication with Mary Luckman to the dishonour of Almighty God the breach of his most sacred 
laws the scandal and evil example of others and the danger of my own soul without unfeigned 
repentance. I do humbly acknowledge and am heartily sorry for this my heinous offence. I ask God 
pardon and forgiveness for the same in Jesus Christ and pray him to give me his Grace not only to 
enable me to avoid such like sin and wickedness  but also to live soberly, righteously and Godly all 
the days of my life and to that end I desire all you that are here present to join with me in saying 
the Lords Prayer.

As I said before, these Church records are not easy but they are certainly worth the time spent in 
research and can come up with some real surprises.
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