
The Barker Family of Worfield

As you read this Christmas will be behind you and I hope it 
was a wonderful time for you and your family. As I write, the 
excitement of Christmas is still to come.  
The finding of a hoard of coins by Ron Summers and Chris 
Rowley to be known as the Claverley hoard is a great 
Christmas present. By being declared treasure trove the 
national importance of this find has rightly been recognised. 
Metal detected finds as we know can tell us much about local 
history and it is a great asset to have Ron working in the 
Worfield History Group. Generally, metal detectorists’ work is 
painstaking and unsung and we are grateful for all that they do. 
Putting the finds online at www.finds.org.uk was a stroke of 
genius. If you put ‘Worfield,’ into the search you will see some 
of the finds, although it is fair to say that there is a hefty 
backlog which has yet to be added. 
Last month we looked at The Cunliffe family and I thought I 
would explore some other families over the course of this year 
and hopefully reveal some genealogical sources which you 
might not know of. Next month’s article will be about the 
Turner family or families in the parish. 
When I met Mike and Gina Barker in the Summer, I was not 
only tempted by their wonderful house at Bradeney, but by 
exploring the genealogy of the Barker family. I have been 
interested in the Barkers for a while and the idea that Mike 
might be related to this important Worfield family had never 
occurred to me. In fact, Mike’s relative, who had sent Mike the 
pedigree of the Barker family of Worfield had made an 
erroneous assumption that the two families were one. 
The Pedigree of the Barker family begins in 1200. We have the 
Visitations of Heralds to thank for the survival of a family tree 
as early as this. By 1417 there was concern in high places that 
many people were assuming the right to bear arms. The system 
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needed controlling and it was decided to have regular 
inspections across the country. Genealogical evidence had to be 
produced to support a person’s claim and in the Barker’s case, 
the claim was upheld. The coat of arms of the Barkers of 
Hallon is given below. If you want to see the colour version 
look on George Bromley’s tomb and there it is. My knowledge  

of heraldry is minimal. I am sure the fess or band across the 
middle means something as do the annulets but I have no idea 
what.  
The Barker pedigree would indicate that in the early part of the 
fourteenth century William the Barker arrived in Hallon from 
Calverhall near Whitchurch. These were early days for 
surnames and Barker is clearly an occupational name, perhaps 
from the Norman French for a shepherd but it may mean a 
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azure (blue) and or 
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tanner or dealer in bark. Before William styled himself Barker 
he was simply called after the place he came from, William de 
Calverhall. 
The Manor of Calverhall was owned by Bartholomew de 
Badlesmere who decided unwisely to rebel against King 
Edward II. Not only was he hung drawn and quartered but he 
also put in mortal danger those associated with him including 
those living in the manor. It is thought this was the reason 
William took the name Barker and moved from Calverhall. 
Why William came to Hallon we don’t know, but by 1327 he 
had been granted land in Hallon and that is where the family 
remained. It seems that William married well and his wife had 
property in Hallon. In fact they seemed to acquire a lot of 
property and by 1480 they are described as having great estates 
in Hallon. At various times they held Winter’s Place, Yeldon’s 
Yard, Buryland, Chemehill near the Hollow Way, Hallon, 
Lowesticks, Massie’s land, Chamberlaine’s Yard. In addition 
Richard (known as Roger) Barker was beadle from 1429-1448. 
The family seemed to be property magnates, but there were 
issues with other tenants. In 1514 Richard Barker has to answer 
over a claim to some land made by Thomas Alden. In the same 
year John Perry complains against George Barker in a plea of 
land and challenges over one messuage, a toft and fifteen acres 
of land called Lowstickland. Perry says that the property was 
given as a gift from Roger Catstree to William Perry of 
Bylston. We don’t know the result of either of these cases but I 
have a vested interest in the latter, since William Perry is one of 
my ancestors. I could be the proud owner of two houses and 
land in Lowstickland, wherever that is. 
The Barker family came to Worfield and made good. They 
seemed also to have made good marriages but the male line of 
Barkers died out in Worfield when the estate of George Barker 
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and his wife Ellen was inherited by their daughter Alice. 
William Day of Hallon was Alice Barker’s first husband and 
the second was John Wannerton, son of John Wannerton. They 
in turn had one daughter, Joan Wannerton who married George 
Bromley.
 It is not a surprise that George Bromley and Joan Wannerton 
married but what is surprising is that the couple decided to 
settle at Hallon when George Bromley had already inherited 
the substantial estate of Hawkstone Park. One can only assume 
that Hallon (Hallon/Hallon Hall was the home of the Barkers) 
was just as grand. We must find out more! 


