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(William Beauchamp 1237-1298.)
William Beauchamp Lord of Worfield. To all to whom these own letters Patent shall come, Greeting 
As we are informed and certainly  understand that dissensions and disputes have happened and at 
this time subsist by and between our Officers and Agents on the one part and our Tenants of base 
tenure of our Barony aforesaid on the other part touching and concerning diverse usages and 
customs which our said Tenants there claim and follow. We now and at  all times desiring and 
willing right government, peace and tranquillity  between our Officers and agents and Tenants 
aforesaid have at the supplication and request of our said Tenants as well by the advice of ourselves 
and of our council as by their common advice and consent in order to remove doubt, ambiguities 
and obscurities to lay a foundation for peace in time to come and to fix by these presents certain 
customs and usages of our said Tenants and particulars of their tenure in a manner that shall exclude 
uncertainty. In the first place will that they and their heirs henceforth from time to time peaceably 
have hold and repossess their lands and tenements aforesaid with their and every  of their 
appurtenances in manner and form as they  and their Ancestors have had and occupied them in 
ancient time without disturbance from us, our heirs or assigns. They  performing, paying and 
rendering to us our heirs and assigns all and every the services and customs of right due and from 
ancient time accustomed to be paid to us and to those whose estate we have in the Barony  aforesaid. 
Moreover that all and every our said tenants their heirs and assigns yield service and attendance at 
our courts of Worefeld from three weeks to three weeks and at summons attend there upon 
reasonable notice as from time whereof the memory of man is not to the contrary  they have used, 
ought and have been wont to do. Moreover that all and every our said tenants and their heirs have in 
themselves liberty to dismember and alien their lands and tenements aforesaid to such persons as 
they  shall think meet upon licence from us, our heirs and assigns in the said court  of Worefeld 
provided that the purchaser of the same and the heirs to whom the aforesaid tenements of base 
Tenure will descend after the death of their Ancestors enter into a compact with the High Steward in 
the court aforesaid to the use and benefit of the lord for the time being so that livery of the same 
may come from the family  and possession of the lord in manner as from ancient time has been 
accustomed. Moreover that none of our said tenants their heirs or assigns shall at any time from 
henceforth be evicted or removed from their tenure on account of any default in attendance, 
appearance and personal service at our court aforesaid. We, our heirs and assigns reserving at all 
times to ourselves to discuss and determine our claim and seignorial right in the Barony aforesaid 
by and before ourselves and our Council in such place and at such time as we shall see meet. 
Moreover that none of our said Tenants and their heirs nor assigns grind corn elsewhere but at  our 
Mills within our Barony aforesaid unless any  default or stoppage shall happen so that our said Mills 
cannot grind by reason of not repairing the same. Provided always that the measures on our said 
Mills be lawful and approved from time to time by our Court according to what it  shall be necessary 
to toll and take and the miller who shall be guilty of any breach of right or departure from upright 
dealing shall be punished. Moreover that the Tenants aforesaid their heirs or assigns from year to 
year make from among themselves at the accustomed times election of a Provost by whom they will 
answer to serve the law there in this said office. And that the Provost aforesaid associate to himself 
by his own proper act a Bailiff to serve the lord in the Office aforesaid. The said Provost to have 
yearly from the lord during the time of his said service six shillings and eight pence and the Bailiff 
three shillings and four pence without demanding or taking respectively any other fees or 
perquisites on account of their offices and service aforesaid. Moreover that the tenants aforesaid 
their heirs and assigns do yearly at  seasonable and proper times under the superintendence of the 
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officers aforesaid according to reasonable summons given to them mow, rake and windrow all the 
meadows of the lord within the Barony aforesaid at their own proper costs and charges, receiving 
only from the lord as an allowance for the same a sheep of the value of sixteen pence but the said 
Provost and Bailiff are respectively  prohibited from taking any  part of the hay made from the said 
meadows to their own use however the custom in this particular may have heretofore been to the 
contrary. Moreover that the said Tenants each in respect of his own person and lands are and is in 
duty and right subject to the payment and accruer of his and their heriots and escheats to the lord in 
manner as from ancient  time to this day has been accustomed. Moreover that in case any one of the 
said Tenants being under the age of twenty  years shall by himself or by  his friend depart  with or 
take lands coming to him by inheritance or by purchase within the Barony aforesaid it  shall be 
lawful for him and his heirs at their full age to demand and recover possession of the same such 
Alienation made during the infancy  of the Tenant or any custom to the contrary  heretofore in any 
wise notwithstanding. Moreover that if any woman shall at any time henceforth after the death of 
her husband make alienation of any tenements held by the tenure aforesaid which came to her for 
her sole use during her life by  the death of her husband  provided such alienation goes or tends to 
the disinheritance of the heirs of her husband it shall and may be lawful to and for such heirs to 
claim, demand, enter into and recover possession of the same land by process of law in our Court 
aforesaid in opposition to such alienation however the practice in this particular may have 
heretofore been to the contrary. And lastly whatever has been declared by these our letters Patent 
special terms respecting certain customs and usages of our said Barony there are many and ?desire 
good.
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