
This is about the Worfield history  which didn’t make it into the exhibition. I had 
thought I would tell you about the progress of the preparations for the history 
exhibition but now I feel as though I want to look beyond the frantic activity to 
a time when I get back to doing some interesting research at  a more leisurely 
pace. There was so much material which could have been included.

Firstly, there were many photographs which were left out because of shortage of 
space. These four are from Alec Brew and one you will recognise because it 
was on the flyer. 

On the left  is the wedding photo of Ambrose Baron and Alice Edwards. It was 
taken at Rowley Farm where Alice lived. Her parents were unhappy  about the 
marriage feeling that the bridegroom was not good enough for Alice. Sadly, 
shortly after the birth of their child, Edith, Alice died of TB. Alice Baron is 
buried at Worfield and when she died Edith was looked after by  the Edwards 
family and Ambrose moved away. The picture on the right shows Edith on a 
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bike outside Rowley Farm in 1912. By 1919 when the picture below was taken, 
the Edwards family had moved to Westbeech in Pattingham. Edith is the girl 
standing between her grandparents, Mr and Mrs Edwards.

We have so many wonderful photos to share but a ‘slight’ backlog has built up 
for which my apologies.
One of my favourite history sources are the Churchwardens’ Accounts. These 
are extracts from 1798-1799.
At a vestry meeting it was agreed that the Churchwarden should contact Messrs 
Fregletons of Claverley regarding money due for the education of poor children 
of the parish. Under the terms of the will of Mrs Lewis of Winscott, £60 was to 
be invested and the interest used for the education of the children. 
In the Accounts of William Shenstone of Chesterton Mill, Churchwarden from 
Easter 1798-1999 there are these entries
Sept 22 1798 Paid for Ringing the Vestry Bell 4d
Feb 5th 1799 Paid for four fox heads 4s
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                      Paid for 11 doz and a half of Sparrow’s heads
Paid the Sexton for a year’s salary due Easter 1799 £3 10s
Paid the Nobler a year’s salary due Easter 1799 10s 6d
Paid for Nobler’s coat £1 18s 10d
(The Nobler was the man employed to get rid of dogs in the Church.)
I love the detail in these Vestry Accounts. ‘Paid for mending the windows as per 
the bill,‘ begs the question how were they broken? Did the children break them 
throwing stones at the window or was it normal wear and tear. The minutiae of 
everyday life in the Parish is fascinating.

Another of my favourite sources of information are newspaper accounts, a 
mixture of the sensational and the trivial.

Theft
Thomas Morris sentenced at the Shropshire Quarter Sessions 12th July 1830 for 
stealing a quantity of barley meal, the property of his master Valentine Vickers 
Esq in the Parish of Worfield. Sentence: 6 months imprisonment with hard 
labour.

Poaching.
 Jan 8 1862 Wolverhampton Chronicle
Thomas Felton was found guilty of trespassing on the land of Frederick Joynson 
of Chesterton and shooting a rabbit thereon fined 5s

No Room at the Inn                                                                                                

Action against Mrs Hammond of the Wheel Inn was brought by Mr Hawthorn. 
He claimed that he and his brother arived back late and found that the door of 
the pub was locked. In spite of repeated kicks at the door it remained firmly 
shut. They were forced to travel to Bridgnorth and take lodgings incurring extra 
cost and the fear of vagabonds that they might meet on the way. It was 
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suggested that the men might have had better luck had they asked politely if 
they might come in. April 1844 Stafford Assizes

Bridgnorth County Court
Thomas Wilcox, farmer, Hilton versus Elizabeth Caddick, greengrocer of 
Pattingham. Plaintiff claimed for 6 bags of potatoes at 6s a bag. Wilcox had 
dealings with Caddick up to April 1891. She came to the farm and wanted to 
buy some potatoes. The agreement was that she would pay for the potatoes 
when she removed them from the farm. The potatoes were removed without 
payment and Mts Caddick later offered a reduced price, saying that the price of 
potatoes had fallen. ‘Mr Wilcox swore at her and said there wasn’t an honest 
person in the parish of Pattingham. She said he hoped he would withdraw those 
words as there were some big gentlemen in the parish of Pattingham which was 
700 or 800 strong. The payment was eventually made at the Darlington Arms. 
Joseph Charles Vaughan, an ostler, was a witness and when Mrs Caddick gave 
Wilcox the money he went into a rage and say that it wasn’t enough. He threw 
the money at Mrs Caddick, she didn’t pick it up, but others did. Mr Wilcox 
called her a liar, a thief and a rogue.
The judge remarked on the folly of leaving debts for four years and found for 
the defendant.

Cycle Ride to Worfield (Bridgnorth Journal May 18th 1895.)

Last Saturday 30 members of the Mount Zion Cycle Club rode from 
Wolverhampton to Worfield. Many said they had never seen the dust so bad. At 
times it was so bad that they couldn’t see one another but they all arrived safely 
at their destination. After partaking of tea they strolled through some country 
lanes and others enjoyed a game of football.  Several stoppages were made on 
the way home to view the beautiful scenery.

Peer’s Bankrupt Heir (London Gazette January 1927)

“He has been lavish with his uncle’s guineas and he bade the son of thrift 
farewell,”  said counsel at the London Bankruptcy Court yesterday, when 
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creditors met in connection with the failure of Mr Charles Michael Wentworth 
Noel-Hill of Worfield, Shropshire, nephew and heir of Lord Berwick.

Mr Noel-Hill had been aide-de-camp to the Viceroy of India and retired last 
year receiving a gratuity of £1000 and an army disablement allowance of £50 
per annum.

Advertisements are always a good source of history, especially when one can 
bring it to life with a photograph as with the Post Office at Hilton (photo 
supplied by Graham Gatt.) I feel guilty that none of these adverts were included  
but each one has a story at the back of it  which needs telling and there just 
wasn’t the time to do that on this occasion.
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Genealogy was another subject I wanted to tackle. I particularly  wanted to 
explore heraldry  through the arms of some of the old families of the parish but 
again, that will have to wait. This is a big aspect of history. Look at the Bromley 
tombs in the Church and you will get an idea of the complexity of the subject. 
One of the facts I have picked up relates to the use of fruits. Apparently they 
derive from puns so I suppose the pears come from a Black Country 
pronunciation of Perton as Pearton.

These are some of the pieces which didn’t make the cut. One thing is for 
certain , we are not going to run out of history to investigate.
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The Coat of Arms on the left 
belongs to Richard Hardwicke of 
Burcott 1780 and on the right to 
William Hardwicke of Burcott 
1805.
You will notice on the right hand 
shield the small shield in the middle 
has the 3 Perton pears on it.


