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Births, Burials and Marriages

Births
Born 16th December 1760 Elizabeth of Ann Bill at the Workhouse in Worfield
Baptisms
5th January 1790. Abigail, base born daughter of a travelling woman, delivered at The Wheel.
Burials
4th April 1755 Blakemore, Thomas of ye Parish of Bilson, snuff box maker and pauper
(JAS. Note Bilson is as it appears in the Parish Register, presumably it is Bilston.)

Valentine Vickers and the Last Inclosures

Valentine Vickers was responsible for the last large scale inclosures of land in Worfield Parish
which took place at the beginning of the nineteenth century. He was a surveyor and land agent
for a number of large estates including Davenport. He also ran a bank from Cranmere with his
son and for a while was associated with Pritchards, bankers of Bridgnorth and Broseley. The
inclosure of large parts of the parish such as Sowdley Common, Cranmere Heath, Stanmore,
Crows Heath and Rudge Heath while being no doubt of economic benefit to some, must have
caused hardship to others. This anonymous poem puts it succinctly.

The law locks up the hapless felon
Who steals the goose from off the
common
But lets the greater felon loose
Who stole the common from the goose

TheFrenchRevolution in1789hasbrought a fear thatwe
will be dragged into war at best and at the worst that
there will be civil war.
The local volunteers, such as the Morfe Volunteers and
the Royal Oak Volunteers train regularly under their
respective commanders. Major William Yelverton
Davenport is a keen leader of his men.
The rise to power of Napoleon Bonaparte has increased
the worry of invasion but soon the English are taking
many prisoners and the worry now is where to put them
so they will not be able to rise against their captors.

The French
The French in Bridgnorth
I stood in a small crowd not far from Cann Hall and watched as a group of
men walked towards the town. How tired they looked. Some were injured,
some defiant and some looked as though they could go no further. Where
they had walked from that day I don't know but they were dishevelled and
thin; so, so thin. Rumour has it that they have come from Southampton but
how many weeks it has taken them to walk that far, I don't know. Nor do I
know how many they have buried on the way
They will live in barracks in Bridgnorth, near the Bandon Arms. There are
supposed to be no more than 400 in any one place so that they will not be
able to join forces and rise up against their captors. The plan is to use the
men to work on the land around the Town. Worfield could be soon seeing
some foreign workers in its fields. JAS 1812

The Age of Elegance
Above all else this is the age of elegance. In Worfield we have Davenport House to mark this period and other houses have been built in similar
style such as Ackleton House.
By 1765 periwigs are giving way to natural hair styles and Richard Poole of Wolverhampton, a peruke maker is buried at Worfield in 1766, a year
after peruke makers pressed the government to help them as their trade declined.

Worfield in the Eighteenth Century
St Peter's Church before its Restoration

Valentine Vickers with two of his oxen, one of whom may be the famous 'Bowman.'


