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With the death of Charles II and the succession of his brother James II, fear grew that England would become a Roman Catholic country once
again. The majority of the King's subjects were determined that this would not happen. James, who was deposed in 1688, tried vainly to rally
troops so that he could regain the throne. It was not to be, and the Protestant William of Orange and Mary, his wife, succeded to the throne of
England. This is an age of 'new money.' Vast fortunes have been made in the East India Company and at the same time the fortunes of the
older families, many Roman Catholics, are in comparitive decline.
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The old house at Hallen, sometimes known as
Hallon Hall is to be demolished. Originally the
home of the Barker family in the fourteenth
century, it passed via the female line to the
Bromley family and then to the Davenports. A
part of the redevelopment the garden of the old
house, a parterre will also be lost.
Note: the idea that there was a parterre was
suggestedbyaDavenport EstateMapandan
artist's impression of what it might have
looked like has been drawn byRon Summers

Henry Davenport, having made his fortune
in India andmore recently as amerchant in
London, has been purchasing land within
the Manor and has replaced the old house
at Hallon with a magnificent mansion in a
park setting. The house has been designed
by Francis Smith of Warwick, previously of
TheWergs andwas completed in 1726. It is
believed that the grounds will be
landscaped by William Shenstone

FROM THE RESTORATION TO QUEEN ANNE

The Rise of the Davenport Family
The Davenports came from Capesthorne in Cheshire and the first Davenport in Worfield
was William Davenport. The story is that he was riding through the wilds of Worfield, got
lost and saw the lights of a house shining out in the darkness. The house was Hallen.
Williamwas given hospitality by the Bromley family and fell in lovewith the daughter, Jane
Bromley.Williamvowed that Janewouldbehiswifeandagainstopposition from the family,
he did just that. Jane was living at this time at Wrottesley Hall with her mother and
stepfather and William came and whisked Jane away to be married.
On top of the Davenport Coat of arms is the Davenport crest, the image of a man with a
rope around his neck. In earlier times (this is on the William Sharrington Davenport
Hatchment) the rope looks more like a noose than here where it almost looks like a
necklace. There are at least two theories about its meaning. Firstly, that a Davenport
rebelled against the King and was pardoned on the understanding that the event was
represented on the family crest. If behaviour was good, the rope could be reduced
generation by generation. The second theory was that the noose image was used by
master sergeants who were given the responsibility of apprehending and dealing with
felons. TheDavenport Coat of Arms is described thus:Argent a chevron between three
crossescrosslet fitchysable. ie a silver chevronbetween threeblack crosseswith small
crosses and the cross sharpened at the end.The Bromley Coat of Arms, quartered. (From St

Peter's Church, Worfield)
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