
Worfield’s Mills

 Water power was probably first harnessed by the Romans and for two centuries after the 
Romans left Britain in AD410 water mills fell into disrepair. By the eighth century they were 
up and running again and used for the grinding of corn. 
At the time of Domesday there were three mills in Worfield (of 40/- annual value) at 
Rowley, Rindleford and Worfield. Permission to build a fourth mill at Chesterton was 
granted in1369 to Roger de Kyngslowe,  ‘one place of waste to erect a fulling mill. paying 
to the court at Worfield 12d.’ The presence of mills presupposes the the skills necessary to 
build and operate them, millwrights who could set out the watercourses and build the 
waterwheels and other machinery. Good access is also important and the convergence of 
several roads or pathways  an indication of the area the mill served. Today we might look 
at the size of the roads going to Rindleford and wonder how they coped with the traffic but 
cope they did, so that the mill was running throughout the nineteenth century. Writing in 
the 1880s, Randall notes how ‘Rindleford Mill still continues and its covered wagons may 
constantly seen along the lanes and highways for half a score miles around.’
Mills as with everything else in the Parish were owned by the Lord of the Manor to whom 
dues were owed on usage (not that one had any choice but to use them.) Parishioners 
also had to help  maintain the mills. So the poor parishioners paid twice for the mills, once 
with money and once with their labour. In 1602 the residents of Kingslowe, Stanlowe, 
Chesterton, Hilklow (?Hilton), Roughton (except for two yardlands,) Rowley, Bradney, 
Yewde (?Ewdness), Astrell and The Sond, were to wall, daube and thatch Worfield Mill. 
The townships of Hoecum, Barnsley, Swancott, the occupier of 2 yardlands in Roughton 
(William Brookes), Burcott and Burcott Bromley, Rindleford, Alscott, Winscott, Newton and 
Stableford ought to wall, dawbe and thatch Rindleford Mill upon notice given, as oft a need 
shall require.
We know little of Rowley Mill except that William de Rowlowe who settled in Worfield in 
Edward 111’s reign died in 1331 possessed of a messuage, three nooks of land (about 60 
acres) and a water-mill at Rowley. We also know that the mill was in existence in1611 
because John Walker had a licence to fish between the vicarage at Worfield and Rowley 
Mill, but whether it was in use is not known. 
Also at Rowley was a large tithe barn. Randall mentions it and I, too, remember it because 
it was removed and rebuilt by Mr Tildesley in a field just outside Chesterton. In the Sixties I 
used to pass by and wonder what on earth a tithe barn was doing ion its own in a field. 
One day I noticed it was down and I assumed that it had been demolished. I had always 
been going to take a photograph of it so if anyone has one I would love to see it. The 
mystery of why it was located where it was and how it came to fall down were revealed by 
Tony Weaver and David Davies so many thanks to both of them. Tony said that the barn 
had come from Rowley and had not been finished before it literally fell down one August 
day.  David told me that Mr Tildesley, who sold tractors and farm implements, was planning 
to use the barn to display these items. The barn was an impressive sight and a sad loss to 
our history.
Worfield’s Mills were used for different functions. They were at various times fulling mills, 
corn mills, paper mills and oil mills. Rindleford Mill in the 1740s  was an oil mill, perhaps for 
making linseed oil and it is described as formerly  a corn mill. It was to become a corn mill 
again after it had served its time as an oil mill.
Fulling mills were essential to finish the cloth which was woven in the homes throughout 
the parish. When wool is woven the weave is loose and the cloth is very oily and needs 
scouring to remove excess oil and dirt. The process of fulling cleanses the cloth and 
thickens the weave by soaking the cloth in an ammonia liquor and applying physical 
pressure to close up  the fibres. In Roman times urine was the source of ammonia used to 
cleanse and whiten the cloth and slaves would tread the cloth in baths of urine. By the 
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medieval times fuller’s earth had replaced urine and a system of wooden hammers driven 
by a water mill had replaced the feet of the people walking the cloth. 
From the start of the parish registers in 1562 there are many references to shearmen and 
clothworkers, nearly all of whom are described as of ‘the walk-mill’ at either Chesterton or 
Kingslow.
Chesterton Mill became a paper mill some time in the early eighteenth century. There is 
the baptism of a son of Richard Adams, of Chesterton, paper-maker and Elizabeth, on 
March 9th 1728/9. Eight further references to Richard Adams appear up to 1753, and in all 
but one he is recorded as a paper-maker. His place of residence is recorded as Chesterton 
(four times), Kingslow (twice) and Worfield (twice). Another paper maker appears in the 
parish registers in 1747 when Richard Cowell and Hester Millingchamp  were married. they 
were ‘both living at ye paper-mill at Chesterton.’ On 24 January  1753 the burial is recorded 
of Thomas Phillips ‘apprentice to Richard Cowel of Chesterton, paper-maker. After that 
there are no further references to the paper mill or to paper makers, suggesting that the 
paper mill may have closed down around 1750 and become a corn mill and the paper 
makers moved elsewhere to work.
In 1937 Mr T.F.J. Parton was the tenant of Mill Farm. He had been at the farm for fourteen 
years and when he came to the farm the disused machinery of the corn-mill was still in 
position suggesting that it was still in use not long before 1923. H. Cook, a bricklayer’s 
labourer in Bridgnorth in 1937 said that he remembered the mill grinding corn when he 
was a lad about fifty years before. The following is a description of Chesterton Mill as it 
was in 1937, written by Dr W. Watkins-Pitchford and published as part of an article in the 
Transactions of the Shropshire Archaeological Society Vol XL1X entitled ‘Paper Making in 
Shropshire, 1656-1912.
‘The ruined buildings of the mill stand some way below the present farm-house, athwart 
the Nun Brook; this comes down from the Great Pool of Patshull, and joins the Worfe 
between Hilton and Worfield. The buildings are small and almost entirely of brick. The 
bricks do not seem very old. The overshot wheel is of iron, small in diameter but elongated 
into a cylinder. There is a plentiful and constant supply of water. The machinery formerly 
turned by the wheel has been removed, but parts of it - including large iron cogged wheels 
and a massive wooden spindle - are lying among the nearby weeds and bushes. the 
appearances suggest that the mill was rebuilt some hundred years ago - perhaps when it 
was converted into a corn-mill. Just east of the mill, on the north side of the brook, are one 
or more old cave-dwellings excavated into a low sandstone cliff. The face of the adjacent 
cliff to the east is cut vertically and shows signs of having formed the back wall of some 
sheds.’
This article of the mills of Worfield is only a glimpse into the important functions they 
performed. We will look again at the mills in a future article.
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I thought it would be nice if we could have a photo of every township  in the parish. It would 
be much better if they  came from you than from me so if you would like to send a photo to 
janekirkland@hotmail.co.uk that would be fantastic. If you have not internet just give me a 
ring on 01902 759997 and I will come an copy it.
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