
HISTORY OF WORFIELD – THE EARLIEST SETTLEMENT.

Worfield's history does not begin, as far as we can tell, in Worfield village itself. The earliest 
evidence for settlement in the Parish is at Chesterton. Today Chesterton is a hamlet but to the South 
of the village is an iron age hill fort of just over 20 acres. There are two ways of accessing the site, 
either from Chesterton or from Littlegain. From Chesterton walk towards the  B4176 until you 
reach the last house on your left and just beyond that is a public footpath leading to The Walls. 
From Littlegain leave your car on the grass verge at the top of the lane and walk down the lane, 
crossing the Stratford Brook. Look carefully and you will find the path leading to the Walls. There 
are pros and cons of both approaches. The Littlegain approach can be very muddy and there is a 
very steep ascent to The Walls but to approach from this direction gives you a good impression of 
the valley and the steps you take from the valley are thought to date from the iron age period. If you 
do visit please note that metal detecting and digging are, of course, forbidden.

Approaching from either direction  you will be using one of the original entrances.  As you follow 
the footpath round you will see earthworks – what an achievement to dig these with the most 
primitive of tools. Erosion and ploughing have levelled the embankment and  ditch on the north side 
but on the east side the ramparts are very impressive. The Victorians were so impressed by The 
Walls they made a pathway around it and planted rhododendrons (which you can still see) along the 
Western side so that they could enjoy their walks even more. Derek Rowley's father said that in  the 
1930s you could walk round the valley below The Walls in your best shoes, it was so well-
maintained. Now it is very overgrown  and the dense vegetation camouflages the earthworks. 
Whatever the use was for this Hill Fort there is no doubt that the natural topography meant that it 
was very well protected. There is a sheer drop to the south side and the land falls away fairly 
sharply on the west and east.

The Department of Culture, Media and Sport  describe Chesterton thus. “Its size indicates that it 
was occupied by a very large community where centralised economic and social activities were 
practised including the storage and redistribution of food and the performing of ceremonies.”

The people who lived here at this time (probably between 600BC and 47 AD) were part of the 
Cornovii, a Celtic tribe whose name may have meant people of the horn. The tribe lived in North 
Staffordshire, Shropshire and Cheshire. Their economy was mainly based on agriculture and they 
bred and traded cattle. They also controlled the south Cheshire salt-making industry which gave 
them  considerable wealth.

The Cornovii built a number of hillforts in Shropshire, for example, at Titterstone Clee, the Wrekin, 
Oswestry and Weston-under Redcastle. It is thought that these hillforts had different functions, 
some being used for seasonal animal enclosures, others for celebrations and some may have had 
religious significance. Others,  like Chesterton, were used for settlements.  The very building of 
hillforts has been cited by some historians as an expression of the success of the tribe. Hillforts, 
according to this theory, were an iron age status symbol, the tribe displaying their success by their 
construction work. This certainly makes sense as far as Chesterton is concerned. Even allowing for 
the fact that there has been some levelling of the ramparts it doesn't look like the sort of structure 
designed to repel attackers but it is an impressive piece of work.

Hardly any Cornovian pottery has been found suggesting that the tribe may have been nomadic  but 
opinions vary on whether they were a warlike people. Swords have been found in Herefordshire yet 
the Cornovii were defeated at the only battle they fought against the Romans – in AD47. We 
probably have a wrong impression of the Cornovii as face-painted savages because the Romans 
described the British as “vain”  and noted the attention they gave to their appearance and personal 



hygiene. They wore gold and bronze torcs (solid necklaces) and were expert in weaving and dyeing 
and loved bright colours. Women wore their hair in two thick thigh-length plaits. We must also 
dispel the notion that the communities were totally isolated one from another. The Cornovii  were a 
trading people and built a network of paved and semi-paved roads so that they could more easily 
move around in their chariots.    

The Romans gave Chesterton its name, meaning a fortified town and we know that the Romans 
used Chesterton because a few coins and a gold ring with lapis lazuli have been found but it was 
probably a temporary or marching camp. What we don't know is the relationship the Romans had 
with the Cornovii – did the Cornovii live side by side with their conquerors or did they move away, 
were some recruited into the Roman army, did the Romans remove the indigenous people? 

We don't have an answer to these questions but there is one piece of evidence which suggests 
continuity of settlement. It is the name of an area of The Walls, “Totter's Hill,” which is on the 
south eastern side going towards Littlegain. It is such an odd name that it makes you question its 
origin. In fact it comes from Old English totian – to peep, look out or spy. So we have evidence in 
this name that the site was inhabited after the Romans had left in AD400. This was a very unsettled 
period in our history when tribes warred one with another and the  people living in the hillfort at 
that time may well have needed  a lookout for unwelcome visitors and were grateful for the 
protection that the steep valley sides afforded them.

It would take the Time Team to come and give us a clearer picture of the Cornovii and their hill fort 
at Chesterton. English Heritage look after the site and there are strict conditions placed on how it is 
maintained since this is a site of national importance.  but it is to be hoped that they will soon be 
able to fund some archaeological research to add to our meagre knowledge of this important feature 
of the parish.                            
 


